
By Cpl. Cameron Carawan
3rd Marine Expeditionary Brigade
2/6/2022 - EAST CHINA SEA — Multi-
ple elements of the U.S. Navy, Marine Corps 
and Air Force continue to operate in the 
vicinity of Okinawa during Exercise No-
ble Fusion, alongside the Japan Ground 
Self-Defense Force (JGSDF) on Feb. 6. The 
Noble Fusion team worked together to con-
duct aircraft refueling, both on the ground 
and in the air during day and night. Addi-
tionally, the team worked with allied heli-
copters, came ashore in small boats, con-
ducted an aerial night strike and established 
a simulated Expeditionary Advance Base 
(EAB) in a secluded coastal area of Okina-
wa. The day’s events were accomplished un-
der the direction of Combined Task Force 
(CTF) 79 and CTF-76.
 To begin the day, the 11th Marine Expe-
ditionary Unit (MEU) coordinated with the 
amphibious assault ship USS Essex (LHD 2) 
to refuel a Navy P-8 Poseidon aircraft in a 
simulated landing zone not favored or sup-
ported by allied forces. Marines from the 
11th MEU loaded expeditionary capabili-
ties into multiple MV-22B Osprey aircraft 
and flew to support refueling ashore from 
the Essex, while coordinating with the crew 
of the P-8 to ensure correct timing of air-
craft arrival. The refueling improves Marine 
Corps and Navy integration and further de-
velops capabilities to maintain maritime pa-
trol and reconnaissance aircraft and reduce 

these time on the ground.
 “Today, our joint and naval expedition-
ary forces conducted lethal sea-control op-

erations by seamlessly integrating surface, 
air, and fires assets day and night across the 
physical, electromagnetic, and informa-

tion domains,” said Col. Charles Reading-
er, chief of staff, 3rd Marine Expeditionary 
Brigade. “Coordinating maneuver and em-
ployment of Japanese and American avia-
tion, fires assets from the MEUs, transitions 
between our amphibious platforms to and 
from the beaches, and especially our night 
air-to-air refueling all spotlight a superior 
level of integration and sustain our ability 
to quickly respond to whatever our nations 
ask of us in the Indo-Pacific region.”
 Simultaneously, in the East China Sea, 
JGSDF coordinated with the 31st MEU 
to exercise landing procedures with their 
CH-47 Chinook helicopters aboard the 
amphibious assault ship USS Ameri-
ca (LHA 6). After the helicopter landed, 
JGSDF soldiers with the Amphibious Rap-
id Deployment Brigade (ARDB) conduct-
ed personnel loading and unloading drills 
to familiarize the troops with integrat-
ed procedures. During this evolution, and 
throughout Noble Fusion, JGSDF liaisons 
aboard the America assisted with the inte-
gration of Japanese soldiers with American 
Navy and U.S. service members.
 Operations continued with EABO 
training in the northern Okinawa re-
gion. Two Landing Craft, Air Cushioned 
(LCAC) departed the America and land-
ed on the shores of Kin Blue beach under 
the direction of the 31st MEU. The MEU 

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Sebastian Romawac) 

By Pacific Air Forces 
Public Affairs
1/26/2022 - JOINT BASE 
PEARL HARBOR-HICKAM, 
Hawaii — Air forces from Aus-
tralia, Japan, and the United 
States will participate in Cope 
North 2022 (CN22) Feb. 2-18, a 
humanitarian assistance and di-
saster relief (HA/DR), large force 
employment, and aerial combat 
training exercise.
 The exercise kicks off with a 
HA/DR training event to rein-
force the three countries’ com-
bined ability, and interoperability, 
to support the Indo-Pacific region 
during a natural disaster. Oper-
ations will take place at Anders-
en Air Force Base and Northwest 
Field on Guam; the Common-
wealth of the Northern Mariana 

Islands, including Rota, Saipan, 
and Tinian; Palau; and the Feder-
ated States of Micronesia.
 Fighter aircraft from the U.S. 
Air Force, Japanese Air Self-De-
fense Force (JASDF), and Royal 
Australian Air Force (RAAF) will 
conduct aerial refueling, close 
air support, and counter-air mis-
sions.  These training missions 
will conclude with a large force 
employment exercise designed to 
enhance readiness and interoper-
ability among the three countries.
 Participants will also exer-
cise Agile Combat Employment, 
or ACE, concepts during Cope 
North 22. ACE is Pacific Air Forc-
es’ model to project combat pow-
er via a network of distributed op-
erating locations throughout the 
Indo-Pacific. Over 2,000 sorties 

are planned for CN22 across sev-
en islands and 10 airfields.
 More than 2,500 U.S. Airmen, 
Marines, and Sailors will train 
alongside about 1,000 combined 
JASDF and RAAF counterparts 
in CN22. Approximately 130 air-
craft from over 30 units will fly in 
the exercise.
 Eight additional countries will 
be sending 16 officers to partici-
pate in the International Observ-
ers Program, which gives inter-
national field grade officers the 
opportunity to observe key parts 
of the exercise in the hope that 
they will participate with aircraft 
in the future. France, Republic of 
Korea Air Force, and India are 
participating in Cope North this 
year—with India participating 
for the first time ever—after hav-

ing observed the exercise in pre-
vious years.
 Established in 1978 as a quar-
terly bilateral exercise held at Mi-

sawa Air Base, Japan, Cope North 
moved to Andersen AFB in 1999. 
It is U.S. Pacific Air Forces’ largest 
multilateral exercise.

U.S. Forces, JGSDF dominate air, land 
and sea during Exercise Noble Fusion
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A U.S. Marine Corps F-35B 
Lightning II from the Marine Fighter 
Attack Squadron 121 receives 
fuel from a 909th Air Refueling 
Squadron KC-135 Stratotanker 
during Exercise Noble Fusion over 
the Pacific Ocean, Feb. 4.

 (U.S. Marine Corps photo by Sgt. Israel Chincio) 

^U.S. Marines assigned to Marine Medium Tiltrotor 
Squadron 165, 11th Marine Expeditionary Unit, observe 
while a P-8A Poseidon attached to Patrol Squadron (VP) 
26 at Marine Corps Air Station Futenma, gets refueled in 
support of Exercise Noble Fusion, Feb. 6.

(U.S. Marine Corps photo by Lance Cpl. Manuel Alvarado) 

^A Japanese Self-Defense Force CH-47 helicopter 
landing aboard amphibious assault ship USS America 
(LHA 6), during operation Noble Fusion in the Philippine 
Sea Feb 6.

^A U.S. Air Force Airman and Japan Air Self-Defense Force airmen discuss how to refuel 
a JASDF F-15J Eagle with an R-11 Fuel truck in preparation for exercise Cope North 22 on 
Andersen Air Force Base, Guam, Jan. 31.

U.S. Air Force Airmen conduct post flight checks on U.S. F-15 Eagles after their 
arrival on Andersen Air Force Base, Guam for exercise Cope North 2022, Jan. 26.

 (U.S. Air Force photos by Tech. Sgt. Micaiah Anthony) 
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conducted a ship-to-shore movement to 
deploy a High Mobility Artillery Rock-
et System (HIMARS) to the beach, set up 
the launch site and establish control over 
a sector of littoral terrain. Establishing sea 
control helps interdict potential adversary 
movements and also enables the seizure 
of key maritime terrain.
 “We are using HIMARs and its long-
range strike capability to create a combined 
arms dilemma,” said Capt. Matt S. Frost, a 
targeting information officer with the 11th 
MEU. “This weapon system brings another 
dimension to the maritime battlespace.”
 In the evening, the 31st MEU conduct-
ed a small-boat raid onto the beach at Camp 
Courtney to simulate the seizure of an ad-
versary-controlled key terrain feature, and 
quickly eliminated the simulated enemy 
combatants in the immediate area. After 
securing the beach, the Battalion Landing 
Team moved out along the coast in search of 

simulated enemy missile and radar systems. 
As the team moved on the ground, FA-18E 
Super Hornets from the aircraft carrier USS 
Abraham Lincoln (CVN-72) as well as AH-
1Z Viper and UH-1Y Venom helicopters 
from the 31st MEU orbited overhead ready 
to provide close air support.
 The culminating event of the day was 
a night strike in the First Island Chain by 
F-35C Lightning aircraft from the Lincoln 
and AV-8B Harriers from the Essex, along 
with F-18E Super Hornets acting as an ag-

gressor force. Night aerial refueling sup-
ported the strike, with 11th MEU AV-8B 
Harrier attack aircraft being refueled by KC-
130J Hercules aircraft assigned to Marine 
Aircraft Group 12.
 Aerial refueling, also known as air-to-air 
refueling, refers to the process of transfer-
ring of fuel from a military tanker aircraft to 
fixed-wing jets, helicopters and other mili-
tary aircraft while in flight. Aerial refueling 
is utilized to extend the range or flight time, 
and doing it at night takes special consider-

ation, training and utmost care. Night aerial 
refueling is a complex process due to limited 
visibility, but it enhances the ability of air as-
sets to gain an advantage over potential ad-
versaries around the clock.
 E-2D Advanced Hawkeye aircraft pro-
vide aerial over-watch and airborne ear-
ly warning support to both the small boat 
raid on the beach and the aviation night 
strike in the littorals.
 CTF 76 and 79 exercised command and 
control from distributed locations to co-
ordinate the events and carefully synchro-
nized air, land and sea movements, which 
showcases the ability to seize key terrain in a 
contested environment and help defend al-
lies in the region if called upon.
 The Navy Marine Corps team regular-
ly conducts integrated naval expeditionary 
training throughout the region in order to 
maintain readiness, reinforce our commit-
ment to allies and partners, as well as con-
tinue to bolster shared security, stability, and 
peace in the Indo-Pacific. 
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A C-17 Globemaster takes-off as 
Airmen from the 753rd Special 
Operations Aircraft Maintenance 
Squadron conduct pre-flight 
checks on a CV-22B Osprey, 
assigned to the 21st Special 
Operations Squadron, prior to 
departure for the Teak Torch 
exercise at Yokota Air Base, 
Jan. 27. Teak Torch is an annual 
bilateral exercise between Royal 
Thai Armed Forces and the 
U.S. Air Force’s 353rd Special 
Operations Wing, focused on 
sharing the unique humanitarian 
aid and contingency response 
capabilities which the CV-22 
Osprey brings.(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Megan Estrada) 

 (U.S. Marine Corps photo by Cpl. Jackson Ricker) 

(U.S. Air Force photo by Tech. Sgt. Christopher Hubenthal) 
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21st SOS takes off for Teak Torch

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Sebastian Romawac)

By Airman 1st Class 
Sebastian Romawac 
18th Wing Public Affairs 
2/3/2022 - KADENA AIR BASE — As 
he walked alongside his wife down famil-
iar Yomitan streets to buy groceries, U.S. 
Air Force Staff Sgt. Garrett Bodie, 733rd 
Air Mobility Squadron support NCO in 
charge, noticed something was wrong.
 Bodie had noticed sparks beginning to 
catch fire in the undercarriage of a truck 
driving by, plumes of smoke leaving a trail 
behind.
 Instinct kicked in and he pursued the 
vehicle.
 “Please, God, let there be a red light 
up ahead so that this truck stops,” Bodie 
prayed.
 His prayers were answered when the 
truck stopped at a red light. Bodie arrived 
at the passenger side window using hand 
gestures to communicate the emergency 
to the elderly Okinawan driver, who strug-
gled to understand him through the lan-

guage barrier.
 Bodie was able to get the driver out of 
the truck before smoke and flames envel-
oped the vehicle entirely.
 With the help of a local passerby, Bod-
ie removed the keys from the car and used 
a fire extinguisher from a nearby conve-
nience store to control the growing blaze 
until local firefighters arrived on the scene 
to extinguish the fire completely.
 “I’m glad everybody ended up being 
safe and nobody got hurt,” Bodie said.
 Bodie’s supervisor, Master Sgt. Justin 
Barao, 733rd AMS support section chief, 
believes this act of service and selflessness 
wasn’t unordinary for Bodie.
 “I was not surprised when I got the 
message that he had done that,” Barao 
said. “He is the type of guy you can rely 
on, and I couldn’t be more blessed to have 
him on my team.”
 Bodie attests his character today to his 
mother, father and community for teach-
ing him a desire to care for and under-

stand others at a young age.
 “I come from the Southeast, a part of 
America that places a high emphasis on 
manners and communal respect,” Bodie 
said. “I have a very deep resonance with 
the Japanese and Okinawan culture, and 
I’ve found a lot of common ground and 
comradery since I’ve been here.”
 Bodie is no stranger to hardship, and 
was met with the challenge of his father’s 
myelofibrosis diagnosis while attending 
college earlier in his adulthood.
 This rare blood cancer diagnosis chal-
lenged Bodie’s family to come together, 
the desire to help his parents through it 
taking priority over feelings of hopeless-
ness.
 “I think all of us are a lot tougher than 
we think we are,” Bodie said. “There’s a cer-
tain level of re-energizing that takes place 
when we have the opportunity to serve 
others and put them before ourselves.”
 Team Kadena succeeds in cultivating 
an environment for teamwork to grow 
amongst our troops and neighboring 
communities when Airmen like Bodie de-
cide to put others before themselves.

733rd AMS Airman saves elderly man from truck fire

^Staff Sgt. Garrett Bodie, 733rd Air Mobility Squadron 
support NCO in charge, stands in front of his squadron’s 
equipment room at Kadena Air Base, Feb. 1.

Two F-16 Fighting 
Falcons position for 
in-air refueling before 
performing a defensive 
combat air sortie near 
Osan Air Base, Republic 
of Korea, Feb. 2. The 
Stratotanker, which first 
became operation to 
the Air Force in 1957, 
remains a steady in-air 
refueler along with the 
KC-10 Pegasus. 

   A U.S. Marine 
Corps F-35B 
Lightning 
II aircraft 
with Marine 
Fighter Attack 
Squadron 121, 
taxis the flight 
line during 
Exercise 
Noble Fusion 
at Kadena Air 
Base, Feb. 4.

^
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By Staff Sgt. 
Grace Nichols
35th Fighter Wing Public Affairs
1/27/2022 - MISAWA AIR BASE, 
Japan — Members of Team Misa-
wa executed a simulated defensive 
counter-air mission in support 
of a PACIFIC WEASEL (PAC 
WEASEL) exercise over the west-
ern coast of Japan, Jan. 21.
 Exercise PAC WEASEL is a re-
occurring exercise allowing joint 
and bilateral partners to work to-
gether to find innovative solutions 
to any given task. This exercise se-
ries enhances the defense capabil-
ities of U.S. Forces Japan (USFJ) 
and Japanese allies, and it sup-
ports the U.S. commitment to de-
fending a free and open Indo-Pa-
cific region.
 “The primary goal of PAC 

WEASEL 22-2 was to effective-
ly and safely integrate INDOPA-
COM assets in order to improve 
on our mission planning abilities 
in dislocated locations and prop-
erly execute our expected mis-
sions in this area of responsibility,” 
said Maj. Luis Monsalve, 35th Op-
eration Support Squadron wing 
weapons officer. “The exercise was 
a huge success for all players.”
 This iteration of PAC WEA-
SEL simulated expecting large 
scale missions players to be tasked 
to execute in the INDOPACOM 
environment. It was specifically 
focused on offensive counter-air 
strikes against surface-to-air mis-
siles with joint interoperability 
from units across the area of op-
eration.
 The exercise included 38 vari-

ous aircraft; F-16 Fighting Falcons 
from Misawa Air Base, Japan, 
and Kunsan Air Base, South Ko-
rea, F-35B Lightning IIs from Ma-
rine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, 
Japan, P-8 Poseidons from Misa-
wa Air Base, and E-3 Sentries and 
KC-135 Stratotankers from Kade-
na Air Base, Japan.
 “Exercise PAC WEASEL was 
a great opportunity for some of 
our young Marine F-35 pilots to 
train with dissimilar fighter plat-
forms against simulated dynam-
ic threats in a harsh winter weath-
er environment,” said U.S. Marine 
Corps Maj. Benjamin Boera, Ma-
rine Fighter Attack Squadron 242 
(VMFA-242).
 The units involved faced chal-
lenging scenarios sharing inno-
vative techniques and tactics in 
a joint and bilateral environment 
to support the U.S. Air Force di-
rective to “Accelerate Change or 
Lose”.
 The joint effort directly en-
hanced USFJ’s ability to detect, 
deter and potentially defend Ja-
pan from adversaries, while em-
powering service members to be 
innovative and diversify their ap-
proach to any given obstacle.
 “The threats in the Indo-Pacif-
ic Command area of responsibil-
ity are real and they continue to 
grow every day,” said Boera. “We 
are preparing our joint forces to 
work together to counter grow-
ing threats through dynamic large 
force engagement exercises like 
PAC WEASEL.”

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Cesar J. Navarro) 

(U.S. Air Force photos by Airman 1st Class Anna Nolte) 

^Airmen from the 18th Wing conduct preflight checks on a KC-135 Stratotanker assigned to 
the 909th Air Refueling Squadron in preparation for Exercise PACIFIC WEASEL at Kadena Air 
Base, Jan. 21.

^Staff Sgt. Jabreanna Fontenot, right, 
18th Operational Medical Readiness 
Squadron medical technician, administers 
the COVID-19 vaccine to Senior Airman 
Taylor Irizarry Del Toro, left, 718th Aircraft 
Maintenance Squadron electrical and 
environmental systems technician, at Kadena 
Air Base, Jan. 26.

T̂ech. Sgt. Kristen Warner, left, 909th 
Air Refueling Squadron independent 
duty medical technician, administers the 
COVID-19 vaccine to Hajime Maeshiro, right, 
Rocker Enlisted Club employee, at Kadena 
Air Base, Jan. 26.

U.S. Forces conduct joint 
airborne readiness training

18th OMRS boosts 
Kadena’s health, immunity

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Moses Taylor) 

U.S. Air Force Special Forces members land as they execute joint airborne training at Ie Shima, 
Jan. 27. Backside support and airlift requirements for multiple units can be burdensome, so 
combining these efforts creates a faster, more efficient method of training.
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By III Marine 
Expeditionary Force
2/3/2022 - OKINAWA — U.S. 
Forces, including III Marine Expe-
ditionary Force (MEF) and Japan 
Self-Defense Forces participated 
in Keen Edge 22, a bilateral com-
mand post exercise, from Jan. 27 
through Feb. 3.
 The annual event is part of 
an exercise series that improves 
interagency coordination, combat 
readiness and interoperability of 
all participants.
 “One of the most important 
outcomes of Keen Edge was that 
interoperability and coordination 
between III Marine Expeditionary 
Force and the Japan Self-Defense 
Force were taken to new levels,” 
said Lt. Gen. James W. Bierman, 
Commanding General, III MEF. 
“Despite many obstacles, III MEF 
and the Western Army proved 
their ability to plan and conduct 
complex multi-domain operations 
in defense of our shared interests.”
 This U.S.-Japan exercise series 
alternates between field training 
exercises (i.e., Keen Sword) and 
command post exercises (i.e., 
Keen Edge). During Keen Edge 
22, various Japanese and U.S. 
headquarters staffs employed 
computer simulations to practice 
responses in the event of a crisis or 
contingency.
 III MEF conducted Keen Edge 
in its Battle Staff Training Facil-
ity (BSTF), a combat operations 
center, where MEF leadership 

exercised operational command 
and control.
 “Keen Edge is an opportunity 
for our command and staff to 
gain a common understanding of 
the operational environment and 
identify gaps and seams in our 
coordination to truly leverage the 
combined strength of our forces,” 
said Maj. Paul Kozick, the III MEF 
Keen Edge 22 planning officer. “It 
will help inform our future exercis-
es to increase our ability to rapidly 
share information relevant to the 
pace of operations.”
 Within or from the BSTF, III 
MEF, Western Army, 7th Fleet 
and other joint force leaders and 
staff conducted bilateral and joint 
planning and coordination in 
order to execute command and 
control throughout the exercise’s 
operations area. These efforts ex-
tended to mainland Japan, Hawaii, 
California and Washington. Jap-
anese and U.S. headquarters staff 
employed computer simulations to 
practice responses to various crises 
and contingencies.
 “The technology used during 
this exercise depicts a scenario as 
real as possible, giving the joint 
forces a chance to respond as we 
would in a real life crisis,” said 
Lance Cpl. Daniel Ethridge, a 
Battle Center Watch Clerk for the 
exercise. “Computer simulations 
during Keen Edge include am-
phibious landings, missile strikes, 
air support, and legal practices of 
Joint Force operations.”

 By strengthening the interop-
erability between III MEF and 
JSDF, the U.S. and Japan sustain 
their ability to seize territory 
threatened by an adversary, defend 
key maritime terrain, and establish 
expeditionary advanced bases for 
follow-on operations.
 “Working with our host nation 
forces affords us the opportunity to 
put our heads together and share 
what we know to help each other 
improve,” said Ethridge. “Exercises 
like Keen Edge help all parties 
involved understand each other’s 
capabilities while finding the best 
way to support.”
 With more than 27,000 active 
duty U.S. military joint forces 
personnel stationed in Okinawa, 
the U.S. has an enduring commit-
ment to the defense of Japan. The 
Alliance between the U.S. is strong 
because of close and constant 
engagements at all levels.
 “Bilateral coordination is 
hard; there are language barriers, 
different cultural paradigms, 
different systems and equipment,” 
said Kozick. “The only way to 
overcome that is through our will 
to communicate and establish 
habitual relationships.”
 The exercise also ensures U.S. 
Forces alongside the JSDF remain 
a credible deterrent in this in-
creasingly contested environment 
by ensuring close and constant 
engagement are maintained at all 
levels between both nations.
 “The Western Army has 

demonstrated a significant level 
of rigor, professionalism and the 
seriousness of these exercises, as 
well as the implications of protect-
ing their homeland,” said Kozick. 
“We are forward deployed with the 
JSDF, and we are here with them in 
defense of their nation.”

 “Ultimately, Keen Edge was 
a powerful expression of the 
continuing strength and relevancy 
of the U.S.-Japan Alliance, which 
is the cornerstone of peace and 
security in the Indo-Pacific and 
promotes regional stability and 
prosperity,” said Bierman.

(U.S. Marine Corps photo by Cpl. Diana Jimenez) 

 (U.S. Marine Corps photo by Lance Cpl. Malik Lewis) 

A U.S. Marine 
with Headquarters 
Battalion, 3d Marine 
Division, establishes 
long-range 
communications 
during exercise Keen 
Edge 22 on Camp 
Hansen, Jan. 31.

A U.S. Marine Corps MV-22B Osprey with 
Marine Medium Tiltrotor Squadron 265 
(Rein.), 31st Marine Expeditionary Unit 
(MEU), pumps fuel to a Forward Arming and 
Refueling Point (FARP), on Ie Shima, Jan. 
31. A FARP is used to extend the capabilities 
of rotary or fixed wing aircrafts to allow 
rearming and refueling without having to fall 
back to a forward operating base. 
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By Army & Air Force Exchange 
Service Public Affairs
1/26/2022 - CAMP FOSTER — It was 
a typical Tuesday morning at the Eskew 
house as the children were getting ready for 
school when Jamie, Brooke’s mother and a 
kindergarten teacher at Killin Elementary 
School on Camp Foster, opened an email 
from the Exchange and read that Brooke 
won first place in the Army & Air Force 
Exchange Service’s You Made the Grade 
sweepstakes.
 Wide-eyed and in awe, she told Brooke 
that she won the first-place prize—a $2000 
Exchange gift card.
 “I don’t think I’ll be able to concentrate 
on my schoolwork today,” Brooke said 
excitedly. 
 The 4th grader at Killin Elementary 
School and her family, father, Gunnery Sgt. 
Phil Eskew, Expeditionary Firefighting & 
Rescue Operations Chief for Headquarters 
& Headquarters Squadron, Marine Corps 
Air Station Futenma, Jamie and her brother 
Brayden, 2nd grader, joined Headquarters 
and Support Battalion’s command team, 
Col. Jeffrey Hammond, commander and 
Sgt. Maj. Brian Drechsler, senior enlisted 
leader, AAFES Pacific Region command 
team Lt. Col. Michael Kovalchek, com-
mander, Sgt. Maj. Wayne Crudup, senior 
enlisted leader, David Swenson, Okinawa 
Exchange general manager and Tonja Nor-
ris, Camp Foster Exchange’s store manager 
for the official presentation on Jan. 26. 
 “Brooke has always been a wonderful 

student…full of curiosity, ambition and 
very well-behaved,” Jamie said. “In fact, as 
her mom, I was able to witness her studious 
demeanor myself when she was a student 
in my first grade class.”
 At school, Brooke’s favorite classes are 
writing and Physical Education. At the age 
of 10, she had some of her written pieces 
chosen for publication in both Stars and 
Stripes, an American military newspaper, 
and in the Department of Defense Edu-
cation Activity’s Pacific Sun magazine in 
2021. 
 The You Made the Grade program 
is one of many ways the Exchange gives 
back to their community. According to the 
DoDEA, military children change schools 
an average of three times more often than 
their counterparts and move six to nine 
times during their school years.
 Brooke has earned a $5 Exchange gift 
card every grading period since 2017 by 
participating in the You Made the Grade 
program, which rewards students in first 
through 12th grades, to include home 
schooled students, who achieve at least a B 
average on their report cards. The gift cards 
include a mail-in entry form to a world-
wide sweepstakes held in December and 
June for a chance to win a $2,000, $1,500 or 
$500 Exchange gift card.
 According to Jamie, Brooke is going 
to have a difficult time spending $2000. 
Brooke told her, “Mom, it’s going to be real 
tough seeing it go from $2000 to $0 but it 
will be fun trying.” 

 (U.S. Army photo by Staff Sgt. Mark A. Kauffman)

Camp Foster student wins $2000 
Exchange gift card for academic success

^On Jan. 26, Brooke Eskew, 4th grader at Killin Elementary School and 1st place winner in the Exchange’s You Made 
the Grade sweepstakes poses for a picture with her father, Gunnery Sgt. Phil Eskew, Expeditionary Firefighting & Rescue 
Operations Chief for Headquarters & Headquarters Squadron, Marine Corps Air Station Futenma, mother, Jamie and her 
brother Brayden along with Headquarters and Support Battalion’s command team, Col. Jeffrey Hammond, commander 
and Sgt. Maj. Brian Drechsler, senior enlisted leader, AAFES Pacific Region command team Lt. Col. Michael Kovalchek, 
commander, Sgt. Maj. Wayne Crudup, senior enlisted leader, David Swenson, Okinawa Exchange general manager and 
Tonja Norris, Camp Foster’s store manager, at the official presentation of a $2000 Exchange gift card.

(U.S. Marine Corps photo by Lance Cpl. Emily N. Weiss) 
U.S. Marines with 3rd Landing Support Battalion (LSB), Alpha Company, 3rd Marine Logistics Group, connect an 
air defense missile silo to a Marine Corps CH-53E Super Stallion helicopter assigned to Heavy Marine Helicopter 
Squadron 466 during an external liftat Marine Corps Air Station Futenma, Jan. 27. 3rd LLSB held this exercise as a 
proof of concept for external lifts, to build on the Expeditionary Advanced Base Operations concept and to improve 
interoperability with the U.S. Army’s 1st Battalion, 1st Air Defense Artillery Regiment. 

HMH-466 
works with 
the U.S. 
Army’s 1st 
Battalion, 
1st Air 
Defense 
Artillery 
during an 
external lift



NOTICE
Kadena Tax Center Hours of Service
Tax Season is here!! Free tax preparation by 
trained volunteers is offered at the Kadena 
Tax Center, Bldg. 753 on Fisher Ave (off 
Douglas Blvd, next to the Fire Station).
Tax Season Office Hours: Mon – Thu, from 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m. (all services are by appt only).
Closed for lunch daily from 11:30 a.m. to 
1 p.m. Closed every Friday, Holidays and 
PACAF Family Days (Feb 22 & May 31).  
Both Drop-off Return & In-Person Tax 
Preparation (defined below) will require 
an Appointment due to COVID-19. Please 
wear your mask for your appointment.  
Appointments can be made online using 
SignUpGenius (links below). 
Drop-off Return – you will be interviewed to 
verify you have all necessary documents. If 
so you will leave your tax documents (we will 
make a copy of your Social Security card) 
with us and the return will be prepared & 
quality reviewed without you being present. 
Once complete you will receive a call that 
the return is ready for pick-up. You will need 
to schedule a Pick-up Appointment. (Please 
Note: your tax return is not e-filed until you 
and your spouse if married have reviewed 
and signed the complete tax return.)
Drop-off Appointment Link: 
h t t p s : / / w w w. s i g n u p g e n i u s . c o m /
go/508094eabad2ba4f58-drop
For more information, contact Evelyn 
Mickles at 634-5013.

Gate 5 Closure
Gate 5 will be closed February 21 due to 
a school closure. Please utilize the other 
gates when attempting to gain access to 
the installation. For any questions contact 
Police Services at 634-3532.

Kadena Military Housing Office 
Notification
It is that time of year once again to let your 
voices be heard. Beginning January 5, 2022 

you will receive the DoD Annual Tenant 
Satisfaction Survey from CEL & Associates, 
a third-party contractor hired by the Air 
Force.  This email will contain a survey 
link that will remain open and accessible 
until February 16, 2022. All inputs are 
confidential, so please freely express your 
assessment of your housing situation. Your 
personal information will not be linked in 
any way to the survey results shared with 
the Department of the Air Force. Feedback 
about your experiences while residing 
in government-owned family housing is 
important to us and will help shape the 
future of our housing services. The survey 
results will guide the decisions made today 
and will impact generations of our military 
members and their families. Thank you 
in advance for your participation in our 
survey. Please take a moment now to add 
AirForceHousingSurvey@celassociates.
com to your allowed senders in any anti-
spam software that might filter your email. 
The survey will be sent to the email address 
you identified when you were assigned your 
unit and only one survey will be sent per 
household. For more information, contact 
AirForceHousingSurvey@celassociates.
com for assistance.

Medical Section Information
*How can I get evaluated for COVID?
If you have COVID Symptoms:
Testing is at Stearley Heights Elementary 
(old building) from 8 -10 a.m., Monday – 
Friday. No appointment needed. If you have 
trouble breathing, persistent chest pain, 
new confusion, inability to stay awake or 
bluing of the skin/nails please go to the 
USNHO ER or call emergency services.
If you are a COVID Close Contact without 
COVID Symptoms:
Only if you have been identified as a close 
contact by Kadena COVID Response Cell 
(KCRC):
Report to 18th MDG garage for testing from 

9 – 10 a.m. (as directed by KCRC)
Vaccinated (Up-to-date: Boosted if eligible): 
Test 5-7 days after exposure; must wear a 
mask for 14 days; no quarantine.
Unvaccinated or Not Up to Date (not 
boosted if eligible): Home quarantine for 7 
days; test at day 5; must wear a mask for 
14 days.
For Travel, Mission, ROM Release, or 
COVID testing:
Must arrange through sponsor Unit Control 
Center.
Scheduled testing will report to 18 MDG 
garage as directed.
*How do I make a COVID vaccine 
appointment? - https://informatics-stage.
health.mil/KadenaCOVIDApp /
*How can I communicate with my PCM 
team? - Please check TRICARE Online’s 
Patient Portal to enroll/login to Secure 
Messaging at www.TRICAREOnline.com 
You can securely communicate with your 
PCM team for questions, appointments, 
medication refills and much more.
*What if I have problems with Tricare 
Online? – Utilize https://www.tricare.mil/
ContactUs/SecureLogin/TechnicalHelp call 
US 1-800-600-9332 or call Japan 00-5311-
20743.

FREE at Home COVID-19 Test Kits!
The U.S. Government recently approved 
the distribution of 4 FREE COVID-19 tests 
for every household.
- Those tests are FDA EUA approved and 
available to order from Kadena Air Base.
- You can order the free home tests here: 
https://www.covidtests.gov/
If your home test is positive, ISOLATE 
IMMEDIATELY. YOU ARE COVID POSITIVE!
If you have a positive home test result 
contact the 18 MDG appointment line at:
- Commercial: +81 98 960-4817
- DSN: 315-630-4817
Refer to the Kadena CSD for further 
administrative guidance. Additionally you 

can contact the Kadena COVID Response 
Cell (KCRC) at DSN 544-630-2741 for any 
questions or concerns about COVID testing.

Contracting Officer’s Representative 
(COR) Training for NEW CORs
The 18th Contracting Squadron is offering 
Initial COR Training for New CORs every 
3rd Tuesday of each month. Date: every 
3rd Tuesday. Time: 1 - 2 p.m. Location: 
Bldg. 99, PKA conference room. For more 
information or to register, email the Quality 
Assurance Program Coordinator (QAPC), 
Rose Crawford at 18CONS.PKP.QAPC@
us.af.mil

How to File a Complaint with IG
If you believe you are unable to resolve your 
complaint through supervisory channels, 
you may seek IG assistance to determine 
if the complaint should be filed with the 
IG.  Anyone can file a complaint if they 
reasonably believe there is Fraud, Waste 
or Abuse (FWA) or that inappropriate 
conduct has occurred in violation of 
law, policy, procedures, or regulation. 
To begin the process, you can complete 
the personnel data information on an AF 
Form 102 and briefly outline the facts 
and relevant information related to the 
issue or complaint. List the allegations of 
wrongdoing briefly, in general terms and 
provide supporting narrative detail and 
documents later, when interviewed by an 
IG person.  Allegations should be written as 
bullets and should answer who committed 
the violation; what violation was committed; 
what law, regulation, procedures, or policy 
was violated; when did the violation 
occur.   Help is available: Email us at 18wg.
igqcomplaintsinquiries@us.af.mil (18th WG/
IGQ Complaints & Inquiries) or call your 
Kadena IG office at 634-7622 or 634-1109 
currently located in building 2261, Bong 
Drive (previous Stearley Heights Elementary 
school). 
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AFSA Ch 1553 Monthly Meeting
Air Force Sergeants Association Ch 1553 
Monthly Meetings will be at 11:30 a.m. 
to noon on the 3rd Wednesday of every 
month at the Rocker Enlisted Club. Come 
out to learn about what AFSA can do for 
you! Civilians, all enlisted & officers and all 
branches are welcome to attend. Please 
follow our Facebook page in order to stay 
up to date with meeting locations and 
additional information at “AFSA Chapter 
1553 Kadena AB”.  For more information, 
contact Tech. Sgt. Amanda Chom at 634-
8140.

INFORMATION
Kadena and Camp Foster Emergency 
Numbers
Kadena Fire Emergency Services reminds 
everyone to program their cell phones 
with the emergency numbers. To report an 
emergency on Kadena via cell, dial 098-
934-5911, and from an office phone, dial 
911. For Camp Foster via cell, dial 098-911-
1911, or from an office phone, dial 911.

The Wired Bean’s Ohana Nights
Every 1st, 3rd, and 5th Thursday of the 
month is Ohana Night at the Wired Bean 
(Bldg. 612). Various organizations around 
the base prepare home cooked meals 
for our E1 - E4 unaccompanied service 
members. The free food and drinks are 
available while supplies last.　For more 
information, contact Melissa Rafferty at 
634-1288.

Think Before You Drink
Don’t become a statistic. Think before you 
drink. Don’t drive – call a ride.  For a safe 
ride home call these numbers: Kadena Taxi 
at 098-970-8888(option 8). Panda Taxi (off 
base) 098-937-8989. Daiko 098-932-4035.

AirMENTORSHIP
AirMENTORSHIP is a Mentoring Program 
made for airmen, by airmen. We are in need 
of both Mentees (E-1 to E-4) and Mentors 
(NCOs, SNCOs, CGOs. And Civilian 
employees). Interested members will 
complete and submit an application and 
each Mentee will be paired with a Mentor. 
Members are matched based on interest 

and the responses listed on the application.  
For more information and applications, call 
Senior Airman Dyana Dillard at 634-1275.

Public Affairs Photo Studio
The Public Affairs photo studio is open 
Mon - Thurs from 9 - 11 a.m. and 1 - 4 
p.m. Appointments are available in half-
hour increments. *Award, bio or package 
submission photos are scheduled on 
Monday - Wednesday. *Full-length photos 
are only available on Thursday. Official 
Passport photos are by appointment only 
on Monday - Friday, and require a letter or 
voucher from your UDM or the passport 
office.  Photos are for official use only. For 
more questions or scheduling, please call 
at 634-4013 / 634-3813.

Installation Voting Office Federal 
Post Card Application (FPCA) annual 
review
It’s time to update your voter registration 
information:  All Service members and their 
voting-age family members who wants to 
vote are encourage to fill out and submit 
Federal Post Card Application (FPCA) 
form immediately. You can complete the 
form online at  https://www.fvap.gov/
fpca-privacy-notice or https://www.gsa.
gov/forms-library/voter-registration-and-
absentee-ballot-request-federal-post-card-
application-fpca or stop by the A&FRC, 
Bldg 220, for a copy to place in the mail. 
You are also encourage to visit www.fvap.
gov select your state and subscribe so you 
can keep abreast of any election activity in 
your state. For more information, contact 
the Kadena AB Installation Voting Office at 
vote.kadena@us.af.mil or call 634-3366.

VOLUNTEER
Represent your unit as an Innovation 
Coach
Get trained on the Shogun Spark Innovation 
process to lead your Squadron’s innovators.  
We are seeking out motivated, enthusiastic 
individuals who want to assist in providing 
internal support to their unit innovators at 
their convenience. For more information, 
email 18WG.CVI.Innovations@us.af.mil
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