
Airmen from the 909th Aircraft 
Maintenance Unit perform 
pre-flight checks behind a 
drogue, in preparation for a 
joint refueling training mission 
at Kadena Air Base, Feb. 
16. The drogue-and-probe 
method of aerial refueling 
utilizes a trailing hose with 
a basket on the end, which 
pilots connect with and 
receive fuel from via a probe 
on their aircraft.

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Anna Nolte) 

^U.S. Air Force pararescuemen with the 31st 
Rescue Squadron tread water during exercise 
Cope North 22 at the Island of Tinian near 
Andersen Air Force Base, Guam, Feb. 14.

^A Japanese ShinMaywa US-2 with the 71st 
Air Rescue Squadron floats in the ocean while 
U.S. Air Force HH-60G Pave Hawks with the 
33rd Rescue Squadron hover nearby during 
exercise Cope North 22 at the Island of Tinian 
near Andersen Air Force Base, Guam, Feb. 14. 
Japanese and U.S. Air Force members trained 
together in participation of Cope North 2022, 
multilateral U.S. Pacific Air Forces-sponsored 
field training exercise conducted annually at 
Andersen AFB, Guam focused on combat 
air forces’ large-force employment and 
humanitarian assistance and disaster relief 
training to enhance interoperability among 
U.S., Australian, and Japanese forces.

^A U.S. Air Force pararescueman with 
the 31st Rescue Squadron jumps out of an 
HH-60G Pave Hawk from the 33rd Rescue 
Squadron during exercise Cope North 22 
at the Island of Tinian near Andersen Air 
Force Base, Guam, Feb. 14.

^U.S. Air Force F-15C 
Eagles assigned to the 18th 
Wing, Kadena Air Base, 
prepare for re-fuel from a KC-
46A Pegasus assigned to the 
334th Air Refueling Squadron, 
McConnell Air Force Base, 
Kan., during exercise Cope 
North 22 on Andersen Air 
Force Base, Guam, Feb. 15. 
Participants exercise Agile 
Combat Employment, or 
ACE, concepts during Cope 
North 22. ACE is Pacific Air 
Forces’ model to project 
combat power via a network 
of distributed operating 
locations throughout the 
Indo-Pacific.

U.S. Air Force F-35A Lightning II’s prepare for 
re-fuel from a KC-46A Pegasus assigned to the 
334th Air Refueling Squadron, McConnell Air 
Force Base, Kan., during exercise Cope North 22 
on Andersen Air Force Base, Guam, Feb. 15.

(U.S. Air Force photos by Master Sgt. Amy Picard) 

 (U.S. Air Force photos by Senior Airman Joseph P. LeVeille) 

KC-46 showcases 
ACE at Cope North

909 ARS fuels 
interoperability 
with joint training
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By Maj. Kurt Stahl  
3rd Marine Division 
2/17/2022 - OKINAWA — More than 
7,500 U.S. Marines across III Marine Ex-
peditionary Force teamed up with the USS 
Abraham Lincoln Carrier Strike Group 
during Jungle Warfare Exercise 22 (JWX 
22) in the vicinity of Okinawa Feb. 13 to 18.
 The exercise provided an opportuni-
ty to rehearse rapid deployments and joint 
warfighting concepts in response to a crisis 
threatening the security of islands and wa-
terways. When the call came, the Marine 
Corps and its joint and allied partners were 
ready
 Two infantry battalions – 2d Battalion, 
7th Marines (2/7) and 1st Battalion, 3d 
Marines (1/3) – immediately loaded onto 
numerous MV-22B Ospreys and CH-53E 
Super Stallions and departed for their ob-
jectives from separate locations. One unit’s 
mission was to rapidly deploy to defend 
the island, and the other’s mission involved 
a 700-mile long-range insertion into the 
hilly double-canopy jungle to take the is-
land back from the opposing force of Ma-
rines.
 “JWX is designed to practice distributed 
operations in demanding jungle and mar-

itime environments, resembling much of 
the terrain in the region we could be called 
to defend,” said Lt. Col. Philip Peacock, op-
erations officer for 4th Marine Regiment. 
“We must be comfortable operating in 
these challenging environments.” 
 Simultaneously, U.S. Marine Corps 
F/A-18s, F-35Bs, and F-35Cs joined U.S. 
Air Force F-15s, U.S. Navy F/A-18s and 
EA-18Gs, and Japan Air Self-Defense 
Force F-15s working together to protect 
the movement in the air, provide close-air 
support for Marines on the ground, and 
bolster maritime strike capabilities.
 “Each mission focused on the refine-
ment of new tactics, techniques, pro-
cedures, and technologies such as rap-
id dispersion and utilization of a digitally 
interoperable kill chain,” said Col. Cristo-
pher Murray, commanding officer of Ma-
rine Aircraft Group 36.
 Upon entering the jungles of northern 
Okinawa, the Marines of 2/7 and 1/3 began 
the force-on-force portion of the exercise 
while their higher headquarters facilitated 
integration with friendly assets at sea and 
in the air. By tying together sensors and in-
formation sharing, ground-based Marines 
increased battlefield awareness for joint 

and allied forces and extended the range of 
what they can detect and target.
 “This exercise showcases the teamwork 
and integration between the Navy and Ma-
rine Corps in the Indo-Pacific. It allows 
our multi-domain forces to rehearse com-
bat missions to bolster our collective ca-
pability and readiness,” said Rear Adm. J. 
T. Anderson, commander, Carrier Strike 
Group (CSG) 3. “Our continued participa-
tion in these joint and combined exercises 
demonstrates our commitment to our al-
lies and partners in the region to protect 
our collective interests, enhance our secu-
rity, and safeguard our shared values.”
 JWX 22 also featured multiple function-
ing forward arming and refueling points 
sustaining aviation operations across aus-
tere locations. Members of 1st Marine Air-
craft Wing deployed a squadron of attack 
helicopters to a nearby island, Ie Shima in 
this case, to rehearse missions supporting 
maritime surveillance, strikes, and coastal 
defense. 
 Expeditionary logistics was also a key 
component of JWX 22 with operations 
taking place in six separate training areas. 
Marines with 3d Marine Logistics Group 
conducted resupply across islands, from 

sea-to-shore, and through the air. These 
Marines leveraged surface connectors, 
small boats, and helicopters to implement 
innovative tactics and techniques in sup-
port of EABO. Elements of logistical sup-
port included purified drinking water, for-
ward positioned sustainment caches, and 
positioning key enablers with the initial in-
sertions of infantry units. 
 “One of the new ways we are experi-
menting is utilizing the Navy’s small boat 
squadrons to retrieve re-supply bundles 
intentionally delivered by both Air Force 
and Marine Corps aircraft into pre-deter-
mined water drop zones,” said Lt. Col. Brett 
Bohne, commanding officer of Combat 
Logistics Battalion 4. “This exercise show-
cased the ability of joint forces to rapid-
ly mobilize, integrate, and provide flexible 
logistics solutions to sustain combat mo-
mentum.”
 JWX 22 is large-scale field training ex-
ercise focused on leveraging the integrated 
capabilities of joint and allied partners to 
strengthen all-domain awareness, maneu-
ver, and fires across a distributed maritime 
environment. The exercise serves as a re-
hearsal to rapidly project combat power in 
defense of allies and partners in the region.
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(U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Aleksandr Freutel)    

(U.S. Marine Corps photo by Pfc. Justin J. Marty) (U.S. Marine Corps photo by Cpl. Joshua Brittenham) 

(U.S. Marine Corps photo by Capt. Charles Allen)

(U.S. Marine Corps photo by Cpl. Gerardo W. Cano) 

7,500 Marines, Carrier Strike Group rehearse rapid deployment, joint operations during large-scale training exercise

U.S. Air Force F-15C Eagle Aircraft assigned to the 
44th Fighter Squadron, taxi onto a runway before 
taking off in support of Jungle Warfare Exercise 22 
at Kadena Air Base, Feb. 17.

^The Nimitz-class aircraft carrier USS Abraham Lincoln (CVN 72), Ticonderoga-class 
guided-missile cruiser USS Mobile Bay (CG 53) and Arleigh Burke-class guided-missile 
destroyer USS Spruance (DDG 111) sail in formation with Japan Maritime Self-Defense 
Force (JMSDF) Murasame-class destroyer JS Inazuma (DD 105) and Hatakaze-class JS 
Hatakaze (TV [Training Vessel] 3520) during exercise Jungle Warfare 22, Feb. 16.

    U.S. Marines 
with Combat 
Logistic Regiment 
(CLR) 3 prepare 
an MM-104 
Patriot Canister 
for an external 
lift by a CH-53E 
Super Stallion 
helicopter 
assigned to 
Marine Heavy 
Helicopter 
Squadron (HMH) 
466 in support of 
Jungle Warfare 
Exercise 22 at 
Torii Station, 
Feb. 16.

^The ordnance department of Marine Wing Fighter Attack Squadron (VMFA) 
314, works diligently to refuel and load their F-35C Lightning II with the AIM-120 
advanced medium-range air-to-air missile (AMRAAM) as VMFA-314 performs 
simulated offensive and defensive air operations, as well as close air support 
training missions in support of Jungle Warfare Exercise 22 (JWX 22), Feb. 15.

^U.S. Marines with Marine Medium Tiltrotor Squadron 262 (VMM-262) conduct pre-flight 
checks on a MV-22B Osprey during Jungle Warfare Exercise 22 on Marine Corps Air Station 
Futenma, Feb. 15.

^
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By Commander, Task 
Force 71/Destroyer 
Squadron 15  
2/21/2022 - YOKOSUKA, Japan 
— U.S. and Japan Self-Defense 
Forces will participate in Resilient 
Shield 2022 from Feb. 21- 25, at 
Commander, Fleet Activities Yo-
kosuka (CFAY), Japan, and other 
command centers throughout the 
region.
 Resilient Shield is an annu-
al computer-based Fleet Synthet-
ic Training-Joint (FST-J) exer-
cise focused on Ballistic Missile 
Defense (BMD), designed to test 
U.S. Naval tactics, techniques and 
procedures (TTPs) against poten-
tial regional threats while ensur-
ing Japanese and U.S. forces are 
well-rehearsed in executing those 
TTPs.
 “Resilient Shield serves to en-
hance cooperation and further in-
tegrate the unmatched missile de-
fense capabilities of Japan and the 
United States. This exercise will 

hone our tactical and operation-
al skill to defeat the most stressing 
missile defense contingencies in 
the INDOPACOM region,” said 
Capt. Leslie Sobol, Director of 7th 
Fleet Task Force Integrated Air 
and Missile Defense.
 Resilient Shield 2022 is spe-
cifically focused on maintaining 
and improving the integrated op-
erational capabilities of the Japan 
Self-Defense Force, and joint U.S. 
forces throughout the BMD exer-
cise.
 “Resilient Shield provides U.S. 
and Japanese forces an opportu-
nity to enhance bilateral capabil-
ities essential to regional ballistic 
missile defense,” said Cmdr. Grant 
Bryan, commanding officer, USS 
Barry. “This exercise is critical to 
strengthening both our interoper-
ability and our friendship, as well 
as ensuring a free and open In-
do-Pacific region through credi-
ble deterrence against those who 
pursue interests counter to inter-

national norms.”
 Both U.S. Navy and JMSDF 
BMD-capable ships, along with 
the U.S. Army, Air Force, Marine 
Corps and JGSDF, JASDF, provide 
an all-domain robust missile de-
fense capability that supports re-
gional security and stability.
More than 77 Japan and U.S. com-
mands will be participating in Re-
silient Shield 2022.
 Commander, Task Force 71 is 
forward-deployed to the U.S. 7th 
Fleet area of operations, and is the 
principle surface force supporting 
and defending U.S. interests and 
allies in the Indo-Pacific.
 As the U.S. Navy’s largest for-
ward-deployed fleet, 7th Fleet 
employs 50 to 70 ships and sub-
marines across the Western Pa-
cific and Indian Oceans. U.S. 7th 
Fleet routinely operates and in-
teracts with 35 maritime nations 
while conducting missions to pre-
serve and protect a free and open 
Indo-Pacific region.

(U.S. Air Force photos by Airman 1st Class Sebastian Romawac) 

(U.S. Air National Guard photo by Tech. Sgt. Adam Keele)

44th AMU 
maintains 
F-15 readiness
    Airmen 1st Class Trevon Bush, right, and Emily 
Pfeiffer, left, 44th Aircraft Maintenance Unit crew 
chiefs, gauge oil levels on a U.S. Air Force F-15C Eagle 
at Kadena Air Base, Feb. 17. The F-15C Eagle uses 
its high engine thrust and low weight ratio to maintain 
superior maneuverability in the air.

^Airman 1st Class Austin Woodward, left, a 44th 
Aircraft Maintenance Unit assistant crew chief, and U.S. 
Air Force Staff Sgt. Todd Palmer, right, a 44th AMU 
dedicated crew chief, perform a maintenance check on a 
U.S. Air Force F-15C Eagle at Kadena Air Base, Feb. 17.

^

^Airman 1st Class Justens Dorville, a 
44th Aircraft Maintenance Unit avionics 
technician, performs a maintenance 
check on a U.S. Air Force F-15C Eagle 
at Kadena Air Base, Feb. 17.

Two F-35A Lightning II aircraft fly over the Alaska 
Canada Highway en route to their new home at 
the 354th Fighter Wing, Eielson Air Force Base, 
Alaska, April 21, 2020. 

By Pacific Air Forces 
Public Affairs 
2/23/2022 - JOINT BASE PEARL 
HARBOR-HICKAM, Hawaii — 
U.S. Air Force F-35A Lightning 
IIs from the 354th Fighter Wing, 
Eielson Air Force Base, Alaska, 
deployed to Kadena Air Base, 
Feb. 20 to conduct integrated air 
operations.
 Their arrival signals the 
continuing effort to refine the 

U.S. Indo-Pacific Command's 
warfighting capability through 
agile combat employment, which 
supports the National Defense 
Strategy to develop a more lethal, 
agile and resilient force.
 The Pacific Air Forces uses 
a flexible theater posture to 
enhance its ability to provide the 
Department of Defense options to 
support our allies and partners in a 
free and open Indo-Pacific theater.

F-35s from Eielson 
AFB arrive in Japan
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NOTICE
Kadena Tax Center Hours of Service
Tax Season is here!! Free tax preparation by 
trained volunteers is offered at the Kadena Tax 
Center, Bldg. 753 on Fisher Ave (off Douglas 
Blvd, next to the Fire Station).
Tax Season Office Hours: Mon – Thu, from 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m. (all services are by appt only).
Closed for lunch daily from 11:30 a.m. to 1 
p.m. Closed every Friday, Holidays and PACAF 
Family Days (Feb 22 & May 31).  Both Drop-off 
Return & In-Person Tax Preparation (defined 
below) will require an Appointment due to 
COVID-19. Please wear your mask for your 
appointment.  Appointments can be made 
online using SignUpGenius (links below). 
Drop-off Return – you will be interviewed to 
verify you have all necessary documents. If 
so you will leave your tax documents (we will 
make a copy of your Social Security card) with 
us and the return will be prepared & quality 
reviewed without you being present. Once 
complete you will receive a call that the return 
is ready for pick-up. You will need to schedule 
a Pick-up Appointment. (Please Note: your 
tax return is not e-filed until you and your 
spouse if married have reviewed and signed 
the complete tax return.)
Drop-off Appointment Link: https://www.
signupgenius.com/go/508094eabad2ba4f58-
drop
For more information, contact Evelyn Mickles 
at 634-5013.

OHA Utility & Move-In Expense Survey
Online OHA Utility & Move-In Expense 
Survey from January 1 to March 31, 2022. 
If you receive OHA and meet the following 
qualifications, you should participate in the 
survey:
• Have been stationed in the country, where 
this survey is being conducted, for at least 3 
months.
• Reside in privately leased quarters (not a 
homeowner or sharer)
• Receive an Overseas Housing Allowance.

https://www.defensetravel.dod.mil/site/
ohaSurvey.cfm
For more information, contact Master Sgt. 
Shane Malone at 634-3609.

Medical Section Information
*How can I get evaluated for COVID?
If you have COVID Symptoms:
Testing is at Stearley Heights Elementary 
(old building) from 8 -10 a.m., Monday – 
Friday. No appointment needed. If you have 
trouble breathing, persistent chest pain, new 
confusion, inability to stay awake or bluing of 
the skin/nails please go to the USNHO ER or 
call emergency services.
If you are a COVID Close Contact without 
COVID Symptoms:
Only if you have been identified as a close 
contact by Kadena COVID Response Cell 
(KCRC):
Report to 18th MDG garage for testing from 
9 – 10 a.m. (as directed by KCRC)
Vaccinated (Up-to-date: Boosted if eligible): 
Test 5-7 days after exposure; must wear a 
mask for 14 days; no quarantine.
Unvaccinated or Not Up to Date (not boosted 
if eligible): Home quarantine for 7 days; test at 
day 5; must wear a mask for 14 days.
For Travel, Mission, ROM Release, or COVID 
testing:
Must arrange through sponsor Unit Control 
Center.
Scheduled testing will report to 18 MDG 
garage as directed.
*How do I make a COVID vaccine 
appointment? - https://informatics-stage.
health.mil/KadenaCOVIDApp /
*How can I communicate with my PCM team? 
- Please check TRICARE Online’s Patient 
Portal to enroll/login to Secure Messaging at 
www.TRICAREOnline.com You can securely 
communicate with your PCM team for 
questions, appointments, medication refills 
and much more.
*What if I have problems with Tricare Online? 
– Utilize https://www.tricare.mil/ContactUs/

SecureLogin/TechnicalHelp call US 1-800-
600-9332 or call Japan 00-5311-20743.

Women’s History Month Recognition
Seeking nominations for amazing women 
of Okinawa to be highlighted on the Kadena 
Women’s History Month Facebook Page 
(www.facebook.com/KadenaWHM) Nominees 
will be highlighted during the month of 
March, and submissions will be accepted 
through March 7. To nominate, send the 
name, reason for recognition, and either the 
contact information or directly provide the 
responses to Jessica.Cunningham.4@us.af.
mil  Nominees will be asked for the following 
information as well as a photo:
- Name
- Affiliation to Okinawa (unit, orgs etc.)
- Most admired female historical figure/reason
- Advice to future generations of women

FREE at Home COVID-19 Test Kits!
The U.S. Government recently approved the 
distribution of 4 FREE COVID-19 tests for 
every household.
- Those tests are FDA EUA approved and 
available to order from Kadena Air Base.
- You can order the free home tests here: 
https://www.covidtests.gov/
If your home test is positive, ISOLATE 
IMMEDIATELY. YOU ARE COVID POSITIVE!
If you have a positive home test result contact 
the 18 MDG appointment line at:
- Commercial: +81 98 960-4817
- DSN: 315-630-4817
Refer to the Kadena CSD for further 
administrative guidance. Additionally you 
can contact the Kadena COVID Response 
Cell (KCRC) at DSN 544-630-2741 for any 
questions or concerns about COVID testing.

Contracting Officer’s Representative 
(COR) Training for NEW CORs
The 18th Contracting Squadron is offering 
Initial COR Training for New CORs every 
3rd Tuesday of each month. Date: every 3rd 

Tuesday. Time: 1 - 2 p.m. Location: Bldg. 99, 
PKA conference room. For more information 
or to register, email the Quality Assurance 
Program Coordinator (QAPC), Rose Crawford 
at 18CONS.PKP.QAPC@us.af.mil

AFSA Ch 1553 Monthly Meeting
Air Force Sergeants Association Ch 1553 
Monthly Meetings will be at 11:30 a.m. to 
noon on the 3rd Wednesday of every month at 
the Rocker Enlisted Club. Come out to learn 
about what AFSA can do for you! Civilians, 
all enlisted & officers and all branches 
are welcome to attend. Please follow our 
Facebook page in order to stay up to date with 
meeting locations and additional information 
at “AFSA Chapter 1553 Kadena AB”.  For 
more information, contact Tech. Sgt. Amanda 
Chom at 634-8140.

How to File a Complaint with IG
If you believe you are unable to resolve your 
complaint through supervisory channels, 
you may seek IG assistance to determine 
if the complaint should be filed with the IG.  
Anyone can file a complaint if they reasonably 
believe there is Fraud, Waste or Abuse (FWA) 
or that inappropriate conduct has occurred 
in violation of law, policy, procedures, or 
regulation. To begin the process, you can 
complete the personnel data information on 
an AF Form 102 and briefly outline the facts 
and relevant information related to the issue or 
complaint. List the allegations of wrongdoing 
briefly, in general terms and provide supporting 
narrative detail and documents later, when 
interviewed by an IG person.  Allegations 
should be written as bullets and should 
answer who committed the violation; what 
violation was committed; what law, regulation, 
procedures, or policy was violated; when did 
the violation occur.   Help is available: Email 
us at 18wg.igqcomplaintsinquiries@us.af.mil 
(18th WG/IGQ Complaints & Inquiries) or call 
your Kadena IG office at 634-7622 or 634-
1109 currently located in building 2261, Bong 
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Drive (previous Stearley Heights Elementary 
school). 

INFORMATION
Kadena and Camp Foster 
Emergency Numbers
Kadena Fire Emergency Services reminds 
everyone to program their cell phones with the 
emergency numbers. To report an emergency 
on Kadena via cell, dial 098-934-5911, and 
from an office phone, dial 911. For Camp 
Foster via cell, dial 098-911-1911, or from an 
office phone, dial 911.

The Wired Bean’s Ohana Nights
Every 1st, 3rd, and 5th Thursday of the month 
is Ohana Night at the Wired Bean (Bldg. 
612). Various organizations around the base 
prepare home cooked meals for our E1 - E4 
unaccompanied service members. The free 
food and drinks are available while supplies 
last.　For more information, contact Melissa 
Rafferty at 634-1288.

Think Before You Drink
Don’t become a statistic. Think before you 
drink. Don’t drive – call a ride.  For a safe ride 
home call these numbers: Kadena Taxi at 
098-970-8888(option 8). Panda Taxi (off base) 
098-937-8989. Daiko 098-932-4035.

WIC Overseas Program
WIC Overseas is a supplemental nutrition 
program designed for pregnant, postpartum, 
and breastfeeding women, infants and 

children up to the age of 5. As a WIC 
Overseas participant, you can receive 
nutrition education in the form of individual 
counseling and group classes, breastfeeding 
support, supplemental foods such as milk, 
juice, cheese, cereal, eggs and fresh fruits and 
vegetables, and referrals to other health care 
agencies. For more information and to check 
financial/residential eligibility, visit or call the 
WIC Overseas office nearest you. Kadena Air 
Base (Bldg. 428) at 632-9427 or 632-6223; off 
base, call: 098-938-1111, then 632-9427/6223. 
/ Camp Foster (Bldg. 5717) at 645-9419; off 
base, call: 098-970-9419. / Camp Courtney 
(Bldg. 4408) at 622-9424; off base, call: 098-
954-9424. / Camp Kinser (Bldg. 107, Room 
121) at 637-4899; off base, call: 098-970-5555.

Public Affairs Photo Studio
The Public Affairs photo studio is open 
Mon - Thurs from 9 - 11 a.m. and 1 - 4 
p.m. Appointments are available in half-
hour increments. *Award, bio or package 
submission photos are scheduled on Monday 
- Wednesday. *Full-length photos are only 
available on Thursday. Official Passport photos 
are by appointment only on Monday - Friday, 
and require a letter or voucher from your UDM 
or the passport office.  Photos are for official 
use only. For more questions or scheduling, 
please call at 634-4013 / 634-3813.

Installation Voting Office Federal Post 
Card Application (FPCA) annual review
It’s time to update your voter registration 

information:  All Service members and their 
voting-age family members who wants to 
vote are encourage to fill out and submit 
Federal Post Card Application (FPCA) form 
immediately. You can complete the form online 
at  https://www.fvap.gov/fpca-privacy-notice 
or https://www.gsa.gov/forms-library/voter-
registration-and-absentee-ballot-request-
federal-post-card-application-fpca or stop by 
the A&FRC, Bldg 220, for a copy to place in 
the mail. You are also encourage to visit www.
fvap.gov select your state and subscribe so 
you can keep abreast of any election activity 
in your state. For more information, contact 
the Kadena AB Installation Voting Office at 
vote.kadena@us.af.mil or call 634-3366.

VOLUNTEER
Represent your unit as an Innovation 
Coach
Get trained on the Shogun Spark Innovation 
process to lead your Squadron’s innovators.  
We are seeking out motivated, enthusiastic 
individuals who want to assist in providing 
internal support to their unit innovators at their 
convenience. For more information, email 
18WG.CVI.Innovations@us.af.mil
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