
A Stray 59 wreath lays before a U.S. flag during a memorial flight on Feb. 26, at Kadena Air 
Base. The memorial flight took place off the coast of the Philippines in honor of those on board 
when an MC-130E assigned to the 1st Special Operations Squadron, call sign STRAY 59, 
crashed in 1981 during exercise SPECWAREX 81. 

By Senior Master Sgt. 
Nadine Y. Barclay 
18th Wing Public Affairs
3/7/2022 - KADENA AIR BASE 
— Airmen assigned to the 18th 
Wing recently transitioned into 
a routine, mission-focused, train-
ing exercise aimed at sharpening 
skills needed to provide the Unit-
ed States, her allies and the In-
do-Pacific region with high-end 
readiness capabilities.
 The two-week exercise is de-
signed to simulate contingency 
operations offers Airmen the op-
portunity to build airpower from 
the ground up, while also ensur-
ing they develop the skills and at-
tributes needed to compete, deter 
and win in a high-end fight.
 “Kadena Air Base’s strategic 
location, size and array of combat 
capabilities make us a powerful 
deterrent as well as a critical stag-
ing platform for disaster relief and 
other humanitarian operations in 
the region,” said Brig. Gen. Da-
vid Eaglin, 18th Wing command-
er. “Through exercises like this, 
we are able to increase our read-
iness and demonstrate to the re-
gion and the world that we are ca-
pable of executing our mission 
when our nation calls upon us.”
 Broken into two unique 
phases, phase one allows Airmen 
to apply their core career field ca-
pabilities in all warfighting do-
mains: air, land, sea, space and cy-
ber to process, deploy and sustain 
operations for personnel, cargo, 
and aircraft.
 All key components to fighting 
with an “Integrated Deterrence” 
mindset, as outlined by Secretary 

of Defense Lloyd J. Austin III and 
new changes to the National De-
fense Strategy.
 “Phase 1 exercises allow us to 
enhance force generation com-
petencies to ensure mission sup-
port teams are ready to rapidly re-
spond to emergent requirements 
and mobilize the joint force,” said 
Maj. Randall Davis, 18th Logis-
tics Readiness Squadron Director 
of Operations. “By synchroniz-
ing efforts with mission genera-
tion and employment capabilities 
across domains, we strengthen 
our readiness today to prepare for 
the challenges of tomorrow.”
 Kadena’s routine training 
comes after Air Force Chief of 
Staff Gen. CQ Brown, Jr. charged 
the force with ensuring all Air-
men have renewed focus on 
preparation, readiness and an un-
derstanding of their role in long-
term strategic competitions.
 A charge that necessitates Air-

men adapt processes for efficient 
collaboration and decision mak-
ing at the lowest appropriate lev-
el to effectively deter aggression 
through delivering decisive air 
and cyberspace capabilities.
 “We as an aircraft mainte-
nance unit have been focusing 
on cross-utilization training,” 
said Staff Sgt. Vincent Pollastri-
ni, 909th AMU flying crew chief. 
“Cross-utilization training builds 
important skills that our Airmen 
use to perform other shop’s jobs 
with a higher degree of proficien-
cy. Well-trained Airmen are will-
ing to assume more control and 
responsibility over their jobs re-
quiring less supervision, which 
directly increases efficiency and 
readiness.”
 During phase two, mem-
bers will test and be evaluated 
on their survival and operating 
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^Four F-35A Lightning IIs assigned to the 355th Fighter Squadron, Eielson Air Force Base, 
Alaska, fly in a formation during a routine mission over the Indo-Pacific region, March 4. These 
missions are flown routinely and visibly to demonstrate commitment to our allies and partners 
through the employment of our military forces, demonstrating strategic predictability, while 
becoming more operationally unpredictable to adversaries.

(U.S. Air Force photo by 1st Lt. Rachael Parks) 

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Sebastian Romawac) 

(U.S. Air Force photos by Airman 1st Class Yosselin Perla)

^Airmen from the 18th Wing listen to briefings during a routine training exercise at Kadena 
Air Base, March 7.

Kadena Airmen hone skills 
to defend allies, ensure 
free and open Indo-Pacific

Staff Sgt. Junior Frederic and Airman 1st Class 
Erika Hawkins, 909th Air Maintenance Unit crew 
chiefs, prepare to board a 909th Air Refueling 
Squadron KC-135 Stratotanker during routine 
readiness training at Kadena Air Base, March 4.

353rd SOW conducts 
memorial Stray 59 flight
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(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Stephen Pulter) 

An E-3 Sentry from 
the 961st Airborne Air 
Control Squadron, 
Kadena Air Base, 
departs from a KC-135 
Stratotanker assigned to 
the 117th Air Refueling 
Squadron, Forbes Field 
Air National Guard Base, 
Kansas, after receiving 
fuel over the Indo-Pacific 
region, March 4. Pacific 
Air Forces utilize various 
aircraft to maintain a 
flexible theater posture 
to enhance its ability to 
provide the Department 
of Defense options 
to support our allies 
and partners in a free 
and open Indo-Pacific 
theater.
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By 1st Lt. Rachael Parks
353rd Special Operations Wing
3/2/2022 - KADENA AIR BASE — The 
1st Special Operations Squadron con-
ducted its annual memorial flight to the 
Philippines, honoring the lost crew and 
passengers of STRAY 59, Feb. 26. Its 40th 
iteration with one important first:
 Every member on board this year’s 
flight was selected by rank and service to 
represent the 24 souls on board the MC-
130E that crashed off the coast of the Phil-
ippines in 1981.
 In the squadron that has flown this me-
morial flight every year for the past four 
decades, it is important to 1st Special Op-
erations Squadron commander, Lt. Col. 
Matthew Taylor, the focus be on honoring 
those lost on the aircraft that day by name.
 “This year we’re focusing on the hu-
man connection,” said Taylor. “We are ac-
knowledging that this is more than just 
an annual historical event. Special oper-
ations is about fighting in the human do-
main, and this is one small way we stay 
connected to the human beings we lost 
that day, and connect with the family 
members who carry on their legacy.”
 Taylor later emphasizes that while 
some military units know about their his-
tory, Air Force Special Operations Com-
mand knows their history.
 “We are often only one or two connec-
tions away from people involved in the 
events that shape our heritage.” Taylor 
said.
 A collection of photographs sits new-
ly hung in the walls of the 1st SOS. Mas-
ter Sgt. Christopher Brewer, 1st SOS load-
master and event planner, collected each 
fallen member’s photo from historical re-
cords and from family members online.
 Brewer mentions that in his search 
for more information, some of the fami-
ly members were hearing the meaning of 
STRAY 59 for the first time.
 “We have a responsibility to remember 
these service members, not just with a sor-
tie and a photo on the wall,” said Brewer. 
“But by actually knowing their names and 
telling their family members about what 
we’re doing every year to honor them.”

 So that’s what he did. Below is a com-
pilation of information family members 
shared.

Staff Sergeant Patrick Estel
 Ryan Estel was four years old when 
STRAY 59 crashed.
 “The impact he has had on my life is a 
feeling of respect and proud that he was my 
father,” Estel said. “I have an office at my 
house where I store a lot of his art work, 
souvenirs from other countries, paintings 
from other countries, and his medals. My 
kids are fully aware of who he was and his 
service.”
 Staff Sergeant Patrick Estel was a 25 year 
old heavy weapons specialist in the 7th 
Special Forces Group, Fort Bragg, North 
Carolina.
 “Other people describe my father as in-
tellectual, funny and patriotic.” Estel con-
tinued. “His brothers, sisters and my mom 
and other family members such as aunts 
and uncles from my mom’s side always has 
a funny story to tell. He seemed to impact 
many lives. And they often tell me I remind 
them of him.”

Major James Kirk
 “Our dad was truly hilarious,” Julie Kirk, 
the daughter of Major James Maurice Kirk, 
1st Special Operations Squadron Pilot, says 
alongside her siblings Sally and Ed.
 Julie, her siblings and their mother are 
pictured above with their father in Oki-
nawa. When they followed his career to 
the Philippines a month before the inci-
dent, she was 12 years old. Sally Kirk was 
10 years old, and Ed Kirk was 14 years old. 
Their mother, Janie Kirk, became a widow 
at age 35.
 “My siblings and I are very familiar with 
my father’s service and his love of flying. 
We had a lot of questions after the accident 
about what our dad was doing while he was 
away, and my mom was very truthful with 
us to the best of her knowledge.”
 In the 1st SOS, Major Kirk was affec-
tionately known as, “Kirky”. Described of-
ten as a great friend who loved being a pi-
lot. Kirk was an Aircraft Commander and 
his call sign “Stray 59” lives on memorial-

ized as the name of this annual flight.
 “It will be 41 years since the accident, 
and we can still remember that day like it 
was yesterday and how our lives changed 
forever.” Julie said. “We talk about him all 
the time and the funny things he used to do. 
I have talked at length about my dad with 
my husband and children as have my sib-
lings with their families.”
 
Technical Sergeant 
Stephen Augustus Blyler
 “All my dad’s buddies used to call him 
Rocky,” Sherie Blyler, Technical Sgt. Ste-
phen Blyler’s daughter says.
 Technical Sgt. Blyler was a Radio Oper-
ator for the 1st SOS, and was 32 years old 
when STRAY 59 crashed. Sherrie was 11 
years old.
 From April 23 to May 1, 1975, during 
the evacuation of Saigon, South Vietnam, 
four AFCS men, TSgt Antoine A. Kristol, 
TSgt Benjamin F. Scott, SSgt George L. Pap-
pas, and SSgt Stephen A. Blyler, with a ra-
dio-equipped jeep, provided communica-
tions for the US Defense Attache Office. By 
April 28, attacks on Saigon had become so 
heavy that the team was ordered to evacu-
ate. Two of the men, Sergeants Kristol and 
Blyler, volunteered to stay to support the 
US Marine guards. When Sergeants Kristol 
and Blyler were airlifted out by helicopter 
shortly after midnight on May 1, they were 
the last Air Force personnel evacuated from 
South Vietnam.
 “I am so proud of my dad,” Sherrie said. 
“My Dad loved coming home from TDY 
seeing us and having beers with his bud-
dies. I am so much like him. I’m not reli-
gious, but my faith tells me that he is wait-
ing for me at that bar in the clouds with 
some ice cold beers and hella stories to tell 
me... and I can’t wait!”
 
From the Survivor, Lt. Col. (ret.) 
Jeffrey Blohm
In the search for more information about 
STRAY 59, Retired Lt. Col. Jeffrey Blohm, 
a 1st SOS Electronic Warfare Officer who 
survived the crash and went on to serve for 
another 22.5 years, participating in Oper-
ation Eagle Claw and authoring Electron-

ic Warfare doctrine, shared valuable insight 
to his survival.
 “At the time of the crash, my head was 
thrown violently against the console. I re-
member pushing against it and thinking we 
must be crashing.” Blohm said.
 STRAY 59 was participating in 
SPECWAREX 81, a joint multinational two 
and a half week exercise in the Philippines.
 “Next thing I remember is I am under-
water. Took 3 strokes to get to the surface, 
grabbed an orange seat cushion, and wiped 
my face (which had a huge wound on my 
lower forehead). I noticed fire on the water 
some distance from me and debris in the 
water. Next thing I remember is laying in a 
one-man life raft.”
 Blohm was the sole survivor in the crash, 
and remembers being picked up by a Filipi-
no fisherman. He attributes his survival to 
his Air Force life support training.
 “To this day I have no recollection of 
getting into the one-man life raft in the cor-
rect position. I did it while I was totally out 
of it. I must have done it out of rote mem-
orization,” Blohm said. “Realize that it (an 
accident) CAN happen to you at any time. 
So, the more you ‘play’ with the life support 
equipment, the better you’ll be able to react 
if something happens, even if you’re totally 
out of it. Take your life support training se-
riously. Your life may depend on it.”

 The 1st SOS is dedicated to upholding 
this tradition annually, hoping to reach be-
yond the squadron walls to connect with 
even more family members, joint and mul-
tinational partners.
 “This is more than just the 1st Special 
Operations Squadron,” says Lt. Col. Tay-
lor, 1st SOS commander. “This is more than 
the 353rd Special Operations Wing. We 
lost people from across the joint force, and 
amongst our multinational partners.”
 “The allies that we have in this region 
were as important 41 years ago as they are 
today, maybe more so.” Taylor continues. 
“This year’s flight is an opportunity to ac-
knowledge that when we go to battle, we are 
going shoulder-to-shoulder with not only 
our joint partners but our Pacific partners 
as well. And there’s no daylight between us.”
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^Two loadmasters assigned to the 1st Special Operations 
Squadron prepare to airdrop a memorial wreath over the coast of the 
Philippines on Feb. 26.

Beyond Remembering: How Stray 
59 continues to shape a squadron

(U.S. Air Force photos by 1st Lt. Rachael Parks) 
U.S. service members stationed at Kadena Air Base hold photos of fallen service 
members outside an MC-130J Commando II assigned to the 1st Special Operations 
Squadron on Feb. 26. (This photo has been altered for security purposes.) 
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proficiency and unity of effort in 
all domains under both conven-
tional and contaminated envi-
ronment scenarios.
 “Regardless of how far they 
[Airmen] work from a cock-

pit, every member of the 18th 
Wing plays a vital role in pro-
jecting air power in defense of 
Japan and our Allies.” said Col. 
Ronald Schochenmaier, 18 WG 
vice commander. “The readiness 
and teamwork solidified in these 

training events strengthen that 
role and bolster the 18th Wing’s 
share of integrated deterrence 
across the Western Pacific.”   
 Since the start of the exercise, 
Airmen have processed more 
than 150 tons of military car-
go, simulated deploying hun-
dreds personnel to a simulated 
location and generated a capabil-
ities demonstration, consisting of 
more than 24 F-15C/D Eagles, a 
KC-135 Stratotanker and an E-3 
Sentry and an HH-60 Pavehawk.
 The successful execution of 
this exercise relies on the tire-
less efforts of 6,500 Airmen, each 
contributing unique capabilities 
to empower the U.S. Air Force’s 
largest combat wing.
 “It takes a phenomenal 
amount of hard work, skill and 
grit to make this machine work, 
but the 18th Wing continues to 
rise to the challenge,” said Eaglin. 
“I am tremendously proud of the 
team’s performance so far.”

    Airman 1st Class 
Austin Heltbridle, 
18th Logistics 
Readiness Squadron 
fuels distribution 
operator, inspects a 
refueling hose while 
refueling a 909th Air 
Refueling Squadron 
KC-135 Stratotanker 
during routine 
readiness training 
at Kadena Air Base, 
March 4.

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Cesar J. Navarro) 

(U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Benjamin Raughton) 

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Sebastian Romawac) 

^Senior Airman Vaughn Piwowarski-Mason, 18th Munitions Squadron munitions technician, 
helps Senior Airman Hector Escalante, 18th MUNS Tactical Air-munitions Rapid Response 
Package crew chief, move pallets of munitions, while executing a TARRP training during a 
routine exercise at Kadena Air Base, March 2.

^Operators from the 31st Rescue Squadron affix a litter to an off-road vehicle during a routine 
readiness training exercise at Kadena Air Base, March 8.

 EXERCISE from Page 1

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Kyle Johnson) 

^A formation of F-15C/D Eagles assigned to the 44th and 67th Fighter Squadrons, a KC-135 
Stratotanker assigned to the 909th Air Refueling Squadron, an E-3 Sentry assigned to the 961st 
Airborne Air Control Squadron, and an HH-60 Pavehawk assigned to the 33rd Rescue Squadron 
taxi during a routine wing readiness exercise at Kadena Air Base, March 2.

^

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Cesar J. Navarro) 

Two B-52 Stratofortresses, assigned to the 2nd Bomb Wing as part of the deployed bomber task force in theater, fly alongside an MC-130J Air 
Commando II assigned to the 353rd Special Operations Wing, Feb 12, South China Sea. Air crews and Naval Special Warfare combatant craft 
rehearsed joint, combined force communications and increased interoperability. The rehearsal demonstrates U.S. commitment to a free and 
open Indo-Pacific and synchronizes special operations capabilities between U.S. forces and regional partners and allies. 
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3D Marine Expeditionary Brigade completes Jungle Warfare Training

By MC1 Amanda 
S. Kitchner  
Commander U.S. 7th 
Fleet Public Affairs 
3/4/2022 - YOKOSUKA — U.S. 
7th Fleet’s Task Force (CTF) 75 
and Naval Sea Systems Com-
mand (NAVSEA) successful-
ly retrieved the F-35C Lightning 
II aircraft which crashed earlier 
this year in the South China Sea, 
March 2.
 The F-35C Lightning II, as-
signed to Carrier Air Wing 
(CVW) 2, crashed while USS 
Carl Vinson (CVN 70) was con-
ducting routine flight operations 
in the South China Sea on Jan. 
24.
 The wreckage was recovered 
from a depth of approximate-
ly 12,400-feet by a team from 
CTF 75 and the NAVSEA’s Su-
pervisor of Salvage and Diving 
(SUPSALV) embarked on the 
diving support construction ves-
sel (DSCV) Picasso.
 “The task force’s expertise in 
rapid, scalable command, con-

trol, and communications, ag-
ile logistics, organic security, 
and explosive ordnance dispos-
al was the most flexible choice 
for the fleet commander to re-
spond in a timely manner,” said 
CTF 75 Commodore, Capt. Ga-
reth Healy.
 “Ultimately, this deliberate ap-
proach resulted in the correct ca-
pabilities conducting recovery 
operations within 37 days of the 
incident. Given the unique chal-
lenges of this problem and the 
unique technical capabilities that 
NAVSEA delivered, this was an 
aggressive and achievable time-
line.”
 The aircraft was recovered us-
ing a CURV-21, a remotely op-
erated vehicle (ROV), which at-
tached specialized rigging and 
lift lines to the aircraft. The ship’s 
crane lifting hook was then low-
ered to the seafloor and connect-
ed to the rigging, and then lift-
ed the aircraft to the surface and 
hoisted it onboard Picasso.
 The aircraft will be delivered 

to a nearby military installation 
to aid in the ongoing investiga-
tion and evaluated for potential 
transport to the United States.
 The recovery effort shows the 
U.S. Navy commitment to its as-
sets, and a free and open In-
do-Pacific.
 CTF 75 is 7th Fleet’s primary 

expeditionary task force and is 
responsible for the planning and 
execution of maritime security 
operations, explosive ordnance 
disposal, diving, engineering 
and construction, and underwa-
ter construction. It additionally 
provides direct support to diving 
and salvage operations and expe-

ditionary intelligence through-
out the Indo-Asia-Pacific region.
 Under Commander, U. S. Pa-
cific Fleet, 7th Fleet is the U.S. 
Navy’s largest forward-deployed 
numbered fleet, and routinely in-
teracts and operates with 35 mar-
itime nations in preserving a free 
and open Indo-Pacific region.

By Capt. Michael Scaccia  
3rd Marine Expeditionary Brigade 
3/8/2022 - OKINAWA — 3rd Marine Ex-
peditionary Brigade (MEB) Marines and 
Sailors successfully completed a rigorous 
Jungle Warfare Training event at Camp 
Gonsalves, Okinawa, March 2-4. 3D MEB 
Marines and Sailors, as well as reinforce-
ments from the III Marine Expeditionary 
Force Information Group and 7th Com-
munications Battalion, enhanced unit and 
individual readiness through conducting a 
range of small-unit operations in the de-
manding jungle environment. The course 
included training on ropes, wildlife, casual-
ty care, rappelling, survival, and culminat-
ed with a very challenging day-long endur-
ance course at the Jungle Warfare Training 

Center (JWTC) in the dense foliage of the 
northern portions of Okinawa.
 “Every Marine in the Fire Brigade 
fights,” said Col. Michael Brennan, Oper-
ations Officer, 3rd MEB. “We have taken 
the time to execute this tough and realistic 
training in order to improve our ability to 
be employed at a moment’s notice. We are 
fully aware of the challenges this environ-
ment presents, and we are training to man-
age those challenges.”
 The training course served to enhance 
3D MEB’s ability to perform specific com-
bat tasks required for operations in a jun-
gle environment. Specific training events 
ranged from tying knots, evacuating a ca-
sualty using various equipment, all types 
of jungle mobility through the steep, over-

grown terrain. Some of the more memora-
ble events included hasty rappelling down 
steep ravines, navigating the ‘pit and pond’ 
course in which participants must duck 
into muddy water in order to maneuver 
beneath obstacles, and carrying a 180-lb 
dummy casualty up and down jungle ridg-
es. These obstacles were part of the final 
four-mile endurance course during which 
Marines and Sailors applied what they 
learned during the previous training.
 “JWTC was a fun team-building event. 
It is rare to go run through a jungle as a fi-
nancial analyst, but it was enjoyable to get 
back to the basics and at the same time 
learn from others in the command with 
so many years of Marine Corps experi-
ence,” said Sgt. Caleb Dunbar, Comptrol-
ler Chief, 3rd MEB. “This kind of training 
helps develop camaraderie and esprit-de-
corps, and helps us all better understand 
the challenges of combat operations on re-
mote islands, which is what expeditionary 
advanced base operations are all about!”
 In addition to the MEB Marines and 
Sailors, reinforcements from adjacent and 
supporting elements jointed the MEB for 
the training. This enabled the reinforce-
ments to gain experience operating with 
the MEB, integrate ahead of crisis oper-
ations, and rehearse how to work togeth-
er to enable unity of effort. In addition, the 
training served to further develop relation-
ships, establish comradery, and integrate 
the members of different units as a single 

cohesive team, therefore developing mus-
cle memory in case of contingency or crisis 
in the Indo-Pacific Region.
 “Not only did this exercise enhance our 
strong partnership with 3D MEB, it also 
enhanced our Marines’ understanding of 
the jungle environment and instilled con-
fidence in their ability to traverse the dif-
ficult conditions,” said Lt. Col. Jeffrey 
Patterson, Commanding Officer, 7th Com-
munications Battalion. “Our ability to ma-
neuver is an essential element in provid-
ing assured communications for 3D MEB 
to exercise distributed command and con-
trol.“
 The rigorous jungle warfare training 
further ensured 3D MEB’s ability to oper-
ate in any location necessary and demon-
strated the ability to maintain operational-
ly flexibility across remote locations in the 
First Island Chain.
 The 3D MEB is able to rapidly respond 
to crisis and project combat power by pro-
viding an agile, standing headquarters that 
is uniquely capable and advantageously 
positioned to support operations within 24 
hours that span the competition continu-
um. The agile nature of 3D MEB preserves 
the operational flexibility of III MEF and 
subordinate elements by offering scalable 
options and rapid employment as a strong 
nucleus to an alert contingency MAGTF, 
III MEF Forward, or Joint Task Force 
Headquarters, all of which are capable of 
performing multiple functions.

(U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Billy Ho) 

(U.S. Marine Corps photo by Cpl. Ujian Gosun) 

Sailors assigned to Naval Mobile Construction Battalion 
(NMCB) 3 transport equipment onto the U.S. Navy-
contracted diving support vessel (DSCV) Picasso, Feb. 
20, Naha Military Port, to support recovery of the F-35C 
Lightning II aircraft that crashed during routine flight 
operations in the South China Sea, Jan. 24.

^U.S. Marines with 1st Battalion, 3d Marines, 3d Marine Division, conduct leader’s reconnaissance during Jungle Warfare 
Exercise 22 in the Central Training Area, Feb. 15.
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(U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class David R. Krigbaum) 

Capt. Patrick Gendron, Commander, Fleet Air Western Pacific, speaks to Commander, Fleet Air Western Pacific Aviation 
Intermediate Maintenance Detachment (AIMD) Kadena personnel during a command quarters held at Kadena Air Base, 
March 1. AIMD provides intermediate-level aircraft maintenance and support services to Naval Air Forces deployed to the 
Western Pacific. 

Commander, Fleet Air Western 
Pacific visits AIMD Kadena



NOTICE
Kadena Tax Center Hours of Service
Kadena Tax Center, Bldg. 753 (off Douglas 
Blvd, next to the Fire Station) open for all 
ranks as of March 7 to June 14, from 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m. (closed from 11:30 a.m. to 
1 p.m.). We will not answer phone calls 
before 9 a.m. or during closed hours.
　For Drop-off Simple Return and Teachers 
only:　https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/508094EABAD2BA4F58-taxcenter1 
For more information, an appointment and 
complex returns, contact Evelyn Mickles at 
634-5013.

18th MUNS tri-Annual Munitions 
Inventory
The 18th Munitions Squadron will be 
conducting a Tri-Annual, wall-to-wall 
inventory within the Munitions Storage Area 
from April 3 to 8. The 47 munitions custody 
accounts across Team Kadena are asked 
to schedule any required support around 
these dates. There will be a limited support 
capacity for any unscheduled events. For 
more information, contact Tech. Sgt. Christian 
Afaisen at 632-5233. 

FREE at Home COVID-19 Test Kits!
The U.S. Government recently approved the 
distribution of 4 FREE COVID-19 tests for 
every household.
- Those tests are FDA EUA approved and 
available to order from Kadena Air Base.
- You can order the free home tests here: 
https://www.covidtests.gov/
If your home test is positive, ISOLATE 
IMMEDIATELY. YOU ARE COVID POSITIVE!
If you have a positive home test result contact 
the 18 MDG appointment line at:
- Commercial: +81 98 960-4817
- DSN: 315-630-4817
Refer to the Kadena CSD for further 
administrative guidance. Additionally you 
can contact the Kadena COVID Response 
Cell (KCRC) at DSN 544-630-2741 for any 

questions or concerns about COVID testing.

OHA Utility & Move-In Expense 
Survey
Online OHA Utility & Move-In Expense 
Survey from January 1 to March 31, 2022. 
If you receive OHA and meet the following 
qualifications, you should participate in the 
survey:
• Have been stationed in the country, where 
this survey is being conducted, for at least 3 
months.
• Reside in privately leased quarters (not a 
homeowner or sharer)
• Receive an Overseas Housing Allowance.
https://www.defensetravel.dod.mil/site/
ohaSurvey.cfm
For more information, contact Master Sgt. 
Shane Malone at 634-3609.

AFSA Ch 1553 Monthly Meeting
Air Force Sergeants Association Ch 1553 
Monthly Meetings will be at 11:30 a.m. 
to noon on the 3rd Wednesday of every 
month at the Rocker Enlisted Club. Come 
out to learn about what AFSA can do for 
you! Civilians, all enlisted & officers and all 
branches are welcome to attend. Please 
follow our Facebook page in order to stay up 
to date with meeting locations and additional 
information at “AFSA Chapter 1553 Kadena 
AB”.  For more information, contact Tech. 
Sgt. Amanda Chom at 634-8140.

How to File a Complaint with IG
If you believe you are unable to resolve your 
complaint through supervisory channels, 
you may seek IG assistance to determine 
if the complaint should be filed with the IG.  
Anyone can file a complaint if they reasonably 
believe there is Fraud, Waste or Abuse (FWA) 
or that inappropriate conduct has occurred 
in violation of law, policy, procedures, or 
regulation. To begin the process, you can 
complete the personnel data information 
on an AF Form 102 and briefly outline the 

facts and relevant information related to 
the issue or complaint. List the allegations 
of wrongdoing briefly, in general terms and 
provide supporting narrative detail and 
documents later, when interviewed by an 
IG person.  Allegations should be written as 
bullets and should answer who committed 
the violation; what violation was committed; 
what law, regulation, procedures, or 
policy was violated; when did the violation 
occur.   Help is available: Email us at 18wg.
igqcomplaintsinquiries@us.af.mil (18th WG/
IGQ Complaints & Inquiries) or call your 
Kadena IG office at 634-7622 or 634-1109 
currently located in building 2261, Bong 
Drive (previous Stearley Heights Elementary 
school). 

Contracting Officer’s Representative 
(COR) Training for NEW CORs
The 18th Contracting Squadron is offering 
Initial COR Training for New CORs every 
3rd Tuesday of each month. Date: every 3rd 
Tuesday. Time: 1 - 2 p.m. Location: Bldg. 99, 
PKA conference room. For more information 
or to register, email the Quality Assurance 
Program Coordinator (QAPC), Rose Crawford 
at 18CONS.PKP.QAPC@us.af.mil

Asian American Pacific Islander 
Heritage Meeting
The Asian American Pacific Islander Heritage 
(AAPIH) leads would like to invite you to 
attend our meeting every Wednesday from 
March 9 to May 25, start at 2 p.m. at Bldg. 
3524 (SOW Hangar) auditorium. We will be 
discussing upcoming events in preparation 
of May, AAPIH observance month. For more 
information, contact Tech. Sgt. Terence 
Beasley at 630-1313 or Tech. Sgt. Michelle 
Garcia at 634-0068.

FAQ About Pre-Travel COVID-19 Tests
Almost all international travel requires a 
COVID test within 3 days of departure. When 
in doubt, assume that one is needed. There 

is no requirement for domestic pre-travel 
testing within Japan at this time. For more 
information, contact COVID care hotline at 
098-971-9691.

INFORMATION
Kadena and Camp Foster 
Emergency Numbers
Kadena Fire Emergency Services reminds 
everyone to program their cell phones 
with the emergency numbers. To report an 
emergency on Kadena via cell, dial 098-934-
5911, and from an office phone, dial 911. For 
Camp Foster via cell, dial 098-911-1911, or 
from an office phone, dial 911.

The Wired Bean’s Ohana Nights
Every 1st, 3rd, and 5th Thursday of the month 
is Ohana Night at the Wired Bean (Bldg. 
612). Various organizations around the base 
prepare home cooked meals for our E1 - E4 
unaccompanied service members. The free 
food and drinks are available while supplies 
last.　For more information, contact Melissa 
Rafferty at 634-1288.

Think Before You Drink
Don’t become a statistic. Think before you 
drink. Don’t drive – call a ride.  For a safe ride 
home call these numbers: Kadena Taxi at 
098-970-8888(option 8). Panda Taxi (off base) 
098-937-8989. Daiko 098-932-4035.

WIC Overseas Program
WIC Overseas is a supplemental nutrition 
program designed for pregnant, postpartum, 
and breastfeeding women, infants and 
children up to the age of 5. As a WIC 
Overseas participant, you can receive 
nutrition education in the form of individual 
counseling and group classes, breastfeeding 
support, supplemental foods such as milk, 
juice, cheese, cereal, eggs and fresh fruits 
and vegetables, and referrals to other health 
care agencies. For more information and to 
check financial/residential eligibility, visit or 
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call the WIC Overseas office nearest you. 
Kadena Air Base (Bldg. 428) at 632-9427 or 
632-6223; off base, call: 098-938-1111, then 
632-9427/6223. / Camp Foster (Bldg. 5717) 
at 645-9419; off base, call: 098-970-9419. 
/ Camp Courtney (Bldg. 4408) at 622-9424; 
off base, call: 098-954-9424. / Camp Kinser 
(Bldg. 107, Room 121) at 637-4899; off base, 
call: 098-970-5555.

Public Affairs Photo Studio
The Public Affairs photo studio is open 
Mon - Thurs from 9 - 11 a.m. and 1 - 4 
p.m. Appointments are available in half-
hour increments. *Award, bio or package 
submission photos are scheduled on Monday 
- Wednesday. *Full-length photos are only 
available on Thursday. Official Passport 
photos are by appointment only on Monday 
- Friday, and require a letter or voucher from 
your UDM or the passport office.  Photos 
are for official use only. For more questions 
or scheduling, please call at 634-4013 / 634-
3813.

Installation Voting Office Federal Post 
Card Application (FPCA) annual review
It’s time to update your voter registration 
information:  All Service members and their 
voting-age family members who wants to 

vote are encourage to fill out and submit 
Federal Post Card Application (FPCA) form 
immediately. You can complete the form online 
at  https://www.fvap.gov/fpca-privacy-notice 
or https://www.gsa.gov/forms-library/voter-
registration-and-absentee-ballot-request-
federal-post-card-application-fpca or stop by 
the A&FRC, Bldg 220, for a copy to place in 
the mail. You are also encourage to visit www.
fvap.gov select your state and subscribe so 
you can keep abreast of any election activity 
in your state. For more information, contact 
the Kadena AB Installation Voting Office at 
vote.kadena@us.af.mil or call 634-3366.

UPCOMING EVENTS
5th Annual Shogun Spark Event
The 5th Annual Shogun Spark Event is held 
March 21 at LRS PDF room, start at 2 p.m. 
Submit your own idea by going to https://
vision.apps.dso.mil/
For more information, contact Shogun Spark 
at 634-5589.

Women’s History Month Events
March 14: Dance Fitness
Location: Risner Multi-Function room
Time: 5 – 6:30 p.m.
POC: Tech. Sgt. Kristina Hailey at 630-4902.
March 15: Women’s Empowerment Panel

Location: Schilling Community Center, 
Ballroom
Time: 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
POC: Tech. Sgt. Jessica Nunez at 634-5448.
March 18: Self-Defense Class
Location: Risner Multi-Function room
Time: 3 – 4:30 p.m.
POC: 2nd Lt. Nicole Demoret at 634-7141.
To sign up: https://www.facebook.com/
KadenaWHM

VOLUNTEER
Represent your unit as an 
Innovation Coach
Get trained on the Shogun Spark Innovation 
process to lead your Squadron’s innovators.  
We are seeking out motivated, enthusiastic 
individuals who want to assist in providing 
internal support to their unit innovators at 
their convenience. For more information, 
email 18WG.CVI.Innovations@us.af.mil
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