F-35s
train for
lethality

An F-35A Lightning II from the 354th Fighter
Wing, Eielson Air Force Base, Alaska, receives
fuel from a KC-135 Stratotanker assigned to
the 117th Air Refueling Squadron, Forbes Field
Air National Guard Base, Kansas, over the
Indo-Pacific, March 10. Aircrews routinely fly
missions aimed at sharpening the necessary
skills needed to respond to emerging situations
at a moment’s notice.
(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Yosselin Perla)
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By U.S. 7th Fleet
Public Affairs

3/15/2022 - YELLOW SEA
— The Democratic People’s
Republic of Korea (DPRK) has
significantly increased the pace
and scale of ballistic missile
launches since September 2021.
The United States strongly
condemns these launches, to
include the two intercontinental
ballistic missile tests on Feb. 27
(KST) and March 5 (KST). As a
demonstration of our resolve and
commitment to our regional allies, U.S. Indo-Pacific Command
conducted a carrier-based air
demonstration in the Yellow Sea.
This demonstration was carried
out in international airspace by
4th and 5th generation aircraft
from the USS Abraham Lincoln,
along with regionally-based U.S.
Air Force aircraft, and is in ad-
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dition to previously announced
increases in ISR collection in
the Yellow Sea and enhanced
regional ballistic missile defense
posture on the Korean peninsula.
The ICBM launches by DPRK
are a brazen violation of multiple
UN Security Council resolutions—as well as its international
commitments—and pose a threat
to regional neighbors and the international community. We have
made clear our growing concern
over the significant increase in
DPRK’s missile testing, and we
will continue to take all necessary
measures to ensure the security of
the United States and our allies.
We remain in close coordination
with our allies and partners to
address the threats posed by the
DPRK. Our commitment to the
defense of the Republic of Korea
and Japan remains ironclad.

MARCH 18, 2022

A KC-135 Stratotanker, 909th Aerial Refueling
Squadron, Kadena Air Base refuels an EA-18G
Growler from Electronic Attack Squadron (VAQ)
133. The fighter aircraft launched from the flight
deck of the Nimitz-class aircraft carrier USS
Abraham Lincoln (CVN 72) to conduct a joint
long-range air demonstration in the Yellow Sea,
March 15.
(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Stephen Pulter)

^

Defense Official says Indo-Pacific
is the priority theater;
China is DOD’s pacing challenge
Royal Australian Air
Force Airfield Defense
Guards with the No. 2
Security Forces Squadron,
RAAF Base Amberley,
demonstrate urbancombat scenarios during
Pacific Defender 22-1 at
Andersen Air Force Base,
Guam, February 1. The
intent of Pacific Defender
is to build partnerships,
develop and enhance
interpersonal relationships
among attendees and
provide networking
opportunities for
multilateral partnerships.

By Jim Garamone
DOD News

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Breanna Gossett)

3/10/2022 - WASHINGTON — The Indo-Pacific region remains the priority theater for the Defense Department, and China remains the pacing challenge for the
U.S. military, Ely Ratner, assistant secretary
of defense for Indo-Pacific Affairs, said.
The United States is a Pacific power and
works with allies and partners throughout the Indo-Pacific to uphold the free
and open regional order, he told the House

Armed Services Committee. “At the same
time, the region faces mounting security
challenges, particularly from the People’s
Republic of China, … which has adopted
a more coercive and assertive approach to
advancing its authoritarian interests,” he
said. China is not the only adversary in the
Pacific. North Korea is developing nuclear weapons and the means to deliver them.
This constitutes a clear threat to the United
States and its allies, Ratner said.
But China is the pacing threat, and Rat-

ner said the defense budget that is scheduled to be presented to Congress later this
month will reflect that reality. The budget
request will be based on the needs of the
new National Defense Strategy, which will
be unveiled soon.
“We are prioritizing capabilities relevant to the China challenge to enable a
joint force that is lethal and able to strike
adversary forces and systems at range,” he
said.
The force and capabilities must be resilient and able to gain information advantage and maintain command and control
through cyber and kinetic attacks, Ratner
said. The United States military must be
able to field more lethal forces that are agile, fast and able to be sustained. “Alongside
these capabilities, we’re building a combat-credible force posture in the Indo-Pacific, working toward a more distributed,
lethal and resilient forward posture essential to addressing the full suite of challenges we face in the region,” he said.
At the heart of any strategy for the DOD
is America’s greatest asymmetric advantage — the unparalleled network of allies
and partners. “As I look across the region, I
see our defense ties growing at a rapid pace
with the U.S.-Japan alliance as the cornerstone of regional peace,” Ratner said. “We
are deepening our defense cooperation
with the Japan Self-Defense Forces, optimizing our alliance force posture, and integrating the alliance into a broader regional
security network of like-minded nations.”
The U.S.-South Korean alliance remains
“the linchpin of peace and stability on the

Korean peninsula and in the Indo Pacific
region,” he said.
He said the U.S.-Australia alliance is
surging forward with considerable momentum. Australia was already one of
America’s closest allies, but the ties in all
domains of combat have gotten closer. The
announcement of the Australia, United
Kingdom, United States security partnership further cements those ties, he said
Ratner also said U.S. officials are also
seeing historic progress in a major defense
partnership with India. He said they continue to integrate and operationalize dayto-day defense cooperation and logistics,
enhance information sharing, and increase
bilateral cooperation in emerging domains
such as space and cyberspace.
DOD is also working with the nations
of Southeast Asia to strengthen capabilities
and increase interoperability, Ratner said.
These include Singapore, Vietnam, Indonesia, Malaysia and Timor Leste.
Ratner also addressed China’s action
regarding Taiwan. “Consistent with our
commitment to our ‘One China’ policy, the
Taiwan Relations Act, the three joint communiques, and the six assurances, we’re focused on maintaining peace and stability
in the Taiwan Strait,” he said.
He noted that if China is DOD’s pacing
challenge, then “Taiwan is the pacing scenario.”
“We aim to deter and deny PRC [China’s] aggression through a combination of
Taiwan’s own defenses, its partnership with
the United States, and growing support
from like-minded democracies,” he said.

Published by Eight Co., Ltd. a private firm in no way connected with the U.S. Air Force, under exclusive written contract with the 18th Wing. The civilian enterprise Air Force newspaper is an authorized publication for members of the U.S. military services overseas. Contents of Samurai Gate are not necessarily the
official views of, or endorsed by, the U.S. government, the Department of Defense, the Department of the Air Force or Eight Co. Ltd. of the products or services advertised. The appearance of advertising in this publication, including inserts or supplements, does not constitute endorsement by the Department of
Defense, the Department of the Air Force or Eight Co. Ltd. of the products or services advertised. Everything advertised in this publication shall be made
available for purchase or patronage without regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, marital status, physical handicap, political affiliation or
any other non-merit factor of the purchaser, user or patron. For commercial advertising, inquiry, send an email to kadena.samuraigate@gmail.com

18th Wing Public Affairs: 18wg.papublicaffairs@us.af.mil DSN:634-3813

S

MARCH 18, 2022

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Anna Nolte)
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(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Stephen Pulter)

(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Stephen Pulter)

^An Airman from the 18th Civil Engineering Squadron Explosive
Ordinance Disposal Flight, reviews unexploded ordinance information
during a routine training exercise at Kadena Air Base, March 10.

^Airmen from the 18th Security Forces Squadron leave the building
to conduct simulated operations during a routine training exercise at
Kadena Air Base, March 9.

^Airman 1st Class Samuel Hill, left, Tech. Sgt. Gary Crawford, middle, and Staff Sgt. Michael
Barrett, right, 909th Aircraft Maintenance Unit crew chiefs, open the decontamination kit and
review the checklist for decontaminating a KC-135 Stratotanker, contaminated in a simulated
chemical attack, during a mission-focused training exercise at Kadena Air Base, March 8.

By 18th Wing
Public Affairs

3/10/2022 - KADENA AIR BASE
— Airmen assigned to the 18th
Wing recently concluded a routine training exercise designed
to hone skills needed to ensure a
free and open Indo-Pacific in any
combat environment.
The two-week exercise extensively tested the wing’s ability to
respond to a variety of contingencies in an organized manner – allowing the base to continue to operate at a high level of efficiency in
any scenario.
“I was extremely impressed by
how our Airmen performed,” said
18th Wing Command Chief Master Sgt. Ronnie Woods. “Kadena was able to efficiently execute
large muscle movements in spite
of not having an exercise since

2019 due to COVID restrictions.”
“This proves our combat capabilities in a contested environment.”
Delivering decisive air and cyberspace capabilities in today’s
rapidly-changing environment
requires Airmen have a renewed
focus on preparation, readiness
and an understanding of their role
in long-term strategic conflicts.
Exercises like this provide
units the opportunity to train Airmen in a broader range of abilities, creating a more versatile warfighter.
“Being in the emergency operations center, I got to see why and
how we do what we do,” said Airman 1st Class Kamaryn Sablan,
18th Communication Squadron
client systems technician. “Now
I understand how we work as a

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Sebastian Romawac)

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Sebastian Romawac)

^Airman 1st Class Jonathan Caseymeans, 18th Civil Engineer
Squadron firefighter, provides oxygen to a simulated patient during
routine readiness training at Kadena Air Base, March 9.

^An Airman assigned to the 18th Operational Medical Readiness
Squadron, prepares to transfer a simulated patient during routine
readiness training at Kadena Air Base, March 10.

Wing together.”
Following the Secretary of Defense Lloyd J. Austin’s vision of
integrated deterrence, the exercise tested multiple capabilities of
Kadena Airmen in all warfighting
domains.
“Phase one of the exercise tested the base’s ability to deploy hundreds of personnel into an austere location and generate a large

number of aircraft. Phase two
shifted focus toward testing the
wing’s ability to respond to chemical attacks while continuing to
generate and recover aircraft – allowing a sustained generation of
airpower in any strategic environment,” said Lt. Col. Peter Joo, 18th
Civil Engineer Squadron commander and the EOC director for
this exercise.

“The past two weeks have tested our Airmen and Guardians
across a wide array of functions,
and I’m proud to say we absolutely aced the exam,” said Brig. Gen.
David Eaglin, 18th Wing commander. “We honed our warfighting functions and revalidated
our readiness to defend our allies
in support of a free and open Indo-Pacific region.”
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^

U.S. Marines and soldiers
conduct integrated
coordination of an air assault
training exercise

^

U.S. Marines with the
31st Marine Expeditionary
Unit (MEU), train with
Japanese soldiers with
the 1st Amphibious Rapid
Deployment Regiment
(1ARDR), Japanese
Ground Self-Defense
Force, in a Japanese
MV-22 osprey for a staff
exercise for Maritime
Defense Exercise
Amphibious Rapid
Deployment Brigade
(MDX-ARDB) on Camp Fuji,
March 11.

U.S. Marines with Battalion Landing Team 1/5, 31st Marine
Expeditionary Unit, engage targets during an unknown
distance course at Combined Arms Training Center Camp
Fuji, Japan, March. 14. The course consisted of a live-fire
training in which Marines found and eliminated targets at
unknown distances. Maritime Defense Exercise Amphibious
Rapid Deployment Brigade is a bilateral exercise meant to
increase interoperability and strengthen ties between U.S.
and Japanese forces for the defense of Japan.

(U.S. Marine Corps photo by Lance Cpl. Manuel Alvarado)

(U.S. Marine Corps photo by Cpl. Grace Gerlach)

U.S., JMSDF conduct first training torpedo exercise in Japanese waters
An MH-60R
Seahawk, attached
to the “Saberhawks”
of Helicopter
Maritime Strike
Squadron (HSM)
77, drops a practice
torpedo during the
first torpedo exercise
conducted by a
U.S. Navy squadron
alongside the
JMSDF, March 10.
(U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Askia Collins)

By Petty Officer 2nd
Class Askia Collins

Commander, Task Force 70 /
Carrier Strike Group 5

3/11/2022 - NAVAL AIR FACILITY ATSUGI, Japan — Aircrews
from the “Saberhawks” of Helicopter Maritime Strike Squadron (HSM) 77, the “Warlords”
of HSM 51, and the Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force (JMSDF)
“Mighty 59” of Air Development

Squadron (VX) 51 conducted
anti-submarine warfare (ASW)
torpedo training in Tokyo Bay,
March 8-10.
This training was the first time
the U.S. Navy launched an inert
training torpedo with JMSDF into
Japanese waters, which was subsequently recovered by JMSDF Utility Landing Ship JS Yusotei 2-go
(LCU 2002).
Prior to this event, every tor-

pedo exercise conducted by a forward-deployed squadron was
conducted in San Diego. The benefit of this particular ASW exercise is that the forward-deployed
squadron was able to practice
within the region they operate in,
while also strengthening bilateral capabilities between U.S. Navy
and JMSDF.
“This is the first step in an effort that started with the establishment of the first FDNF squadron,
‘The Warlords’, back in 1991,” said
Cmdr. Nicholas Cunningham,
HSM-77’s commanding officer.
“This exercise demonstrates the
U.S. Navy’s and JMSDF’s continued partnership and commitment
to protecting the waterways of a
free and open Indo-Pacific. The
‘Saberhawks’ are incredibly grateful for all of the multi-agency support we received from Naval Munitions Command, Commander
Fleet Activities Yokosuka, Commander Carrier Strike Group 5,
and Commander U.S. 7th Fleet.
CFAY and NAFA have taken a

major step forward in supporting local ASW training opportunities between the U.S. Navy and
JMSDF.”
The exercise involved a inert torpedo being launched from
an MH-60R Seahawk attached to
HSM-77. The torpedo was recovered by a small boat team from
the JMSDF Utility Landing Ship
JS LCU 2002. An SH-60K assigned to VX-51 provided air support for the small boat team.
“Continuing to grow interoperability with our JMSDF partners
is a priority for the ‘Warlords’,”
said Cmdr. Timothy E. Rogers,
HSM-51 commanding officer.
“This ASW exercise enabled us to
take a collective step forward in
that regard, but more importantly
assess how effective we are in bilateral ASW prosecution.”
HSM-77 and HSM-51 are forward-deployed to Naval Air Facility Atsugi and embark aboard
multiple ships in the 7th Fleet area
of operations.
VX-51 is a squadron in the

Fleet Air Force of the JMSDF
based in Atsugi, Japan. This event
builds on the first of its kind bilateral Anti-Submarine Warfare
tracking exercise that HSM-51
and VX-51 flew together in October.
U.S. 7th Fleet exercises operational control of its units through
designated Task Forces or Task
Groups. These groups are organized along domain and functional lines. CTF 70 is theater strike
warfare commander and theater
air and missile defense commander.
CTF 70 is forward-deployed
to the U.S. 7th Fleet area of operations in support of a free and open
Indo-Pacific. U.S. 7th Fleet is the
largest forward-deployed fleet in
the world, and with the help of
and network of alliances and partners from 35 other maritime nations, the U.S. Navy has operated in the Indo-Pacific region for
more than 70 years; providing
credible, ready forces to help preserve peace and prevent conflict.
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U.S. Marines with
3d Reconnaissance
Battalion, 3d Marine
Division, carry a
simulated casualty
from a UH-1Y Venom
assigned to Marine
Light Attack Helicopter
Squadron (HMLA)
369 during casualty
evacuation training
on Kin Blue, March 3.
Casualty evacuation
training is conducted to
increase the proficiency
and responsiveness
of patient evacuation
and transport them to a
higher echelon of care.

(U.S. Marine Corps photo by Cpl. Jerry Edlin)

First RQ-4B Global Hawk arrives to Japan

(U.S. Air Force photo illustration by Senior Airman Antwain Hanks)

Japan Air Self-Defense Force personnel look at an RQ-4B Global Hawk in a hangar Misawa Air Base, Japan, March
12. The RQ-4B is a high-altitude, long-endurance, remotely piloted aircraft with an integrated sensor suite that provides
global all-weather, day or night intelligence, surveillance, and reconnaissance capability. The addition of this aircraft
to the Japan Air Self-Defense Force’s inventory directly supports the defense of Japan and peace and stability in the
Indo-Pacific region.

^

3d Recon Casualty Evacuation Drills

(U.S. Navy photo by Religious Program Specialist 2nd Class Nickolas Falk)

By Petty Officer 2nd
Class Nickolas Falk

Naval Mobile Construction Battalion 3

3/2/2022 - CAMP SHIELDS — U.S.
Navy Seabees deployed with Naval Mobile Construction Battalion (NMCB-3)
begin training in the Marine Corps Martial Arts Program (MCMAP), led by Gunnery Sergeant Prince Bustos and Religious
Program Specialist Second Class Nickolas
Falk also assigned to NMCB-3.
Seabees from NMCB-3 have begun
training in martial arts through the MCMAP, which involves hand to hand combat techniques, weapon retention, combat
conditioning, warrior case studies, and
military oriented tie-ins.
“In addition to training physical and
mental discipline, we’re teaching Seabees character discipline in order to help
them understand what it takes to be a
well-rounded warrior.” Said Gunnery Ser-

Construction Electrician
Constructionman Maxwell
Gradinger from Kansas
City, Missouri, and
Construction Electrician
Constructionman Roman
Maciel from Paso Robles,
California, assigned to U.S.
Naval Mobile Construction
Battalion (NMCB) 3,
demonstrates a reverse
wristlock takedown,
preparing for the upcoming
Tan Belt Test for the Marine
Corps Martial Arts Program
on board Camp Shields,
March 2.

geant Prince Bustos, lead instructor. “The
Seabee’s motto ‘We build, we fight’ has
truly inspired me and makes me feel honored to share MCMAP with them.”
“I think it’s a great opportunity to be a
part of MCMAP, it enables Sailors to grow
and develop their leadership styles in a
unique way, it has taught us many lessons
beyond physical combat training, stressing
the importance mental resiliency. ” said
Construction Mechanic 1st Class Christina Astin, from Santa Rosa, California.
NMCB-3 is deployed across the Indo-Pacific region conducting high-quality construction to support U.S. and partner nations to strengthen partnerships,
deter aggression and enable expeditionary logistics and naval power projection.
The battalion stands ready to support Humanitarian Aid/Disaster Relief and Major Combat Operations throughout the
region.

Exchange Pacific Region Commander Guest Speaker at AmCham Meeting
By Army & Air Force
Exchange Service

3/4/2022 - CAMP FOSTER — Army &
Air Force Exchange Service Pacific Region
Commander Col. Michael Kovalchek was
a guest speaker at the American Chamber
of Commerce (AmCham) in Okinawa’s
March general membership meeting.
Kovalchek gave an overview of the
Exchange’s mission and spoke on the
importance of building future business
opportunities with the Exchange.
“Our mission is to support our service
members, their families and Department
of Defense civilians through providing
goods and services that they are used to
getting back in the States,” Kovalchek said.
“The AmCham Okinawa meeting is a great
way for the Exchange to reach out to local
businesses who want to help us support our
service members and become a business
partner with the Exchange.”
Okinawa General Manager David Swenson and Assistance Service Manager Mori
Gushiken also attended the event to lend
their support and help create networks

within the AmCham Okinawa community.
“I think this meeting was very beneficial
for the Exchange,” Swenson said. “It is
important for us to build and maintain our
business relationships with all of the local
vendors.”
AmCham Okinawa’s annual Commander’s Panel also featured commanders
from all four major branches of the Armed
Forces who serve on the island; Army Col.
Christopher Paone, 10th Support Group;
Air Force Col. Jason Kane, 18th Mission
Support Group; Marine Corps Col. Henry
Dolberry Jr., Marine Corps Air Station-Futenma; and Navy Capt. Patrick Dziekan,
Fleet Activities Okinawa.
Each speaker detailed their command’s
missions and emphasized the importance
of maintaining good community relationships among both U.S. service members
and the local community.
AmCham Okinawa is a non-profit
organization made up of more than 150
corporate and government members from
American and Okinawan business communities.

(U.S. Army photo by Staff Sgt. Mark A. Kauffman)

^(Left to Right) On March 4 Navy Capt. Patrick Dziekan, Fleet Activities Okinawa; Army Col. Christopher Paone, 10th
Support Group; Tony Sakuda, AmChamp Okinawa President; Air Force Col. Jason Kane, 18th Mission Support Group; Col.
Michael Kovalchek, AAFES Pacific Region Commander, Marine Corps Col. Henry Dolberry Jr., Marine Corps Air StationFutenma pose for a picture after the American Chamber of Commerce-Okinawa annual Commander’s Panel at the Laguna
Beach Hotel.

Since 1953, the organization has been
an accredited member of the Chamber of
Commerce of the United States of America.
Their purpose involves connect members

through networking events, business and
government seminars to help create contacts and develop business relationships.
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To submit an announcement for the base bulletin, please visit www.kadena.af.mil

NOTICE

Mask Wear Policy Update

The 18th Wing Commander has updated
Kadena Air Base’s mask wear policy to align
with CDC recommendations. Effective March
14 - The installation is in COVID-19 community
level MEDIUM. Accordingly, mask wear is NOT
required on Kadena Air Base with the following
exceptions:
- Off-base at locations other than the
individual’s home.
- The Kadena Medical Clinic
- The AMC Passenger Terminal
- COVID-19 positive cases, close contacts,
or individuals experiencing COVID-like
symptoms

Gate 5 Closure

Gate 5 will be closed from March 25 until April
3 due to Spring Break. Please utilize the other
gates when attempting to gain access to the
installation. For any questions contact Police
Services at 634-3532.

Kadena Tax Center Hours of Service

Kadena Tax Center, Bldg. 753 (off Douglas
Blvd, next to the Fire Station) open for all ranks
as of March 7 to June 14, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
(closed from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.). We will not
answer phone calls before 9 a.m. or during
closed hours. For Drop-off Simple Return and
Teachers
only: https://www.signupgenius.
com/go/508094EABAD2BA4F58-taxcenter1
For more information, an appointment and
complex returns, contact Evelyn Mickles at
634-5013.

18th MUNS tri-Annual Munitions
Inventory

The 18th Munitions Squadron will be conducting
a Tri-Annual, wall-to-wall inventory within the
Munitions Storage Area from April 3 to 8. The
47 munitions custody accounts across Team
Kadena are asked to schedule any required
support around these dates. There will be a
limited support capacity for any unscheduled

events. For more information, contact Tech.
Sgt. Christian Afaisen at 632-5233.

OHA Utility & Move-In Expense Survey

Online OHA Utility & Move-In Expense Survey
from January 1 to March 31, 2022. If you receive
OHA and meet the following qualifications, you
should participate in the survey:
• Have been stationed in the country, where
this survey is being conducted, for at least 3
months.
• Reside in privately leased quarters (not a
homeowner or sharer)
• Receive an Overseas Housing Allowance.
https://www.defensetravel.dod.mil/site/
ohaSurvey.cfm
For more information, contact Master Sgt.
Shane Malone at 634-3609.

AFSA Ch 1553 Monthly Meeting

Air Force Sergeants Association Ch 1553
Monthly Meetings will be at 11:30 a.m. to noon
on the 3rd Wednesday of every month at the
Rocker Enlisted Club. Come out to learn about
what AFSA can do for you! Civilians, all enlisted
& officers and all branches are welcome to
attend. Please follow our Facebook page in
order to stay up to date with meeting locations
and additional information at “AFSA Chapter
1553 Kadena AB”. For more information,
contact Tech. Sgt. Amanda Chom at 634-8140.

Contracting Officer’s Representative
(COR) Training for NEW CORs

The 18th Contracting Squadron is offering
Initial COR Training for New CORs every
3rd Tuesday of each month. Date: every 3rd
Tuesday. Time: 1 - 2 p.m. Location: Bldg. 99,
PKA conference room. For more information
or to register, email the Quality Assurance
Program Coordinator (QAPC), Rose Crawford
at 18CONS.PKP.QAPC@us.af.mil

Victims’ Counsel Office

The Kadena Victims’ Counsel (VC) Office
represents victims of Sexual Assault and

Domestic Violence. VCs also provide
confidential legal advice to Active Duty
members for Interpersonal Violence Crimes
and Sexual Harassment Victims. VCs do not
work for anyone in your wing except you, and
cannot be influenced by your or the offender’s
chain of command. VC’s have an independent
chain of command in Washington, DC. For
more information or to book an appointment,
contact the Kadena Victims’ Counsel Office
at 634-7012 for Staff Sgt. Chelsie De Vera or
634-2720 for Capt. Robert Ritchie.

How to File a Complaint with IG

If you believe you are unable to resolve your
complaint through supervisory channels,
you may seek IG assistance to determine
if the complaint should be filed with the IG.
Anyone can file a complaint if they reasonably
believe there is Fraud, Waste or Abuse (FWA)
or that inappropriate conduct has occurred
in violation of law, policy, procedures, or
regulation. To begin the process, you can
complete the personnel data information on
an AF Form 102 and briefly outline the facts
and relevant information related to the issue or
complaint. List the allegations of wrongdoing
briefly, in general terms and provide supporting
narrative detail and documents later, when
interviewed by an IG person. Allegations
should be written as bullets and should
answer who committed the violation; what
violation was committed; what law, regulation,
procedures, or policy was violated; when did
the violation occur. Help is available: Email us
at 18wg.igqcomplaintsinquiries@us.af.mil (18th
WG/IGQ Complaints & Inquiries) or call your
Kadena IG office at 634-7622, 634-0442, or
634-1109 currently located in Building 59 (Base
Education Center), 1st Floor, Room 125A.

Asian American Pacific Islander
Heritage Meeting

The Asian American Pacific Islander Heritage
(AAPIH) leads would like to invite you to attend
our meeting every Wednesday from March 9

to May 25, start at 2 p.m. at Bldg. 3524 (SOW
Hangar) auditorium. We will be discussing
upcoming events in preparation of May, AAPIH
observance month. For more information,
contact Tech. Sgt. Terence Beasley at 6301313 or Tech. Sgt. Michelle Garcia at 634-0068.

Kadena Air Base 2022 Summer Hire
Program

Application’s and the vacancy announcement
can be found at https://kadenafss.com/
civilian-personnel-section Please make sure
to turn in all the required documents so that
your application can be marked as complete.
Applications and required documentation
should
be
sent
to
718FSS.Civilian.
SummerHire@us.af.mil

INFORMATION

Kadena and Camp Foster
Emergency Numbers

Kadena Fire Emergency Services reminds
everyone to program their cell phones with the
emergency numbers. To report an emergency
on Kadena via cell, dial 098-934-5911, and
from an office phone, dial 911. For Camp
Foster via cell, dial 098-911-1911, or from an
office phone, dial 911.

The Wired Bean’s Ohana Nights

Every 1st, 3rd, and 5th Thursday of the month
is Ohana Night at the Wired Bean (Bldg.
612). Various organizations around the base
prepare home cooked meals for our E1 - E4
unaccompanied service members. The free
food and drinks are available while supplies
last. For more information, contact Melissa
Rafferty at 634-1288.

Think Before You Drink

Don’t become a statistic. Think before you
drink. Don’t drive – call a ride. For a safe ride
home call these numbers: Kadena Taxi at
098-970-8888(option 8). Panda Taxi (off base)
098-937-8989. Daiko 098-932-4035.

MARCH 18, 2022

WIC Overseas Program

WIC Overseas is a supplemental nutrition
program designed for pregnant, postpartum,
and breastfeeding women, infants and
children up to the age of 5. As a WIC Overseas
participant, you can receive nutrition education
in the form of individual counseling and group
classes, breastfeeding support, supplemental
foods such as milk, juice, cheese, cereal, eggs
and fresh fruits and vegetables, and referrals
to other health care agencies. For more
information and to check financial/residential
eligibility, visit or call the WIC Overseas
office nearest you. Kadena Air Base (Bldg.
428) at 632-9427 or 632-6223; off base, call:
098-938-1111, then 632-9427/6223. / Camp
Foster (Bldg. 5717) at 645-9419; off base, call:
098-970-9419. / Camp Courtney (Bldg. 4408) at
622-9424; off base, call: 098-954-9424. / Camp
Kinser (Bldg. 107, Room 121) at 637-4899; off
base, call: 098-970-5555.

Public Affairs Photo Studio

The Public Affairs photo studio is open
Mon - Thurs from 9 - 11 a.m. and 1 - 4
p.m. Appointments are available in halfhour increments. *Award, bio or package
submission photos are scheduled on Monday
- Wednesday. *Full-length photos are only
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available on Thursday. Official Passport photos
are by appointment only on Monday - Friday,
and require a letter or voucher from your UDM
or the passport office. Photos are for official
use only. For more questions or scheduling,
please call at 634-4013 / 634-3813.

Installation Voting Office Federal
Post Card Application (FPCA) annual
review

It’s time to update your voter registration
information: All Service members and their
voting-age family members who wants to
vote are encourage to fill out and submit
Federal Post Card Application (FPCA) form
immediately. You can complete the form online
at https://www.fvap.gov/fpca-privacy-notice
or
https://www.gsa.gov/forms-library/voterregistration-and-absentee-ballot-requestfederal-post-card-application-fpca or stop by
the A&FRC, Bldg 220, for a copy to place in
the mail. You are also encourage to visit www.
fvap.gov select your state and subscribe so
you can keep abreast of any election activity
in your state. For more information, contact the
Kadena AB Installation Voting Office at vote.
kadena@us.af.mil or call 634-3366.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
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The 5th Annual Shogun Spark Event is held
March 21 at LRS PDF room, start at 2 p.m.
Submit your own idea by going to https://
vision.apps.dso.mil/
For more information, contact Shogun Spark at
634-5589.

Location: Marek Park / Time: 8 a.m. – noon /
POC: SSgt Sgt. Kelsie Pfeffer at 634-5054.
March 30: Barre 3 on Araha
Location: Araha Beach / Time: 7:30 – 8:30 a.m.
/ POC: Senior Master Sgt. Crystal Harris at
634-0807.
Further events or to sign up: https://www.
facebook.com/KadenaWHM

Women’s History Month Events

VOLUNTEER

5th Annual Shogun Spark Event

March 18: Self-Defense Class
Location: Risner Multi-Function room / Time:
3 – 4:30 p.m. / POC: 2nd Lt. Nicole Demoret
at 634-7141.
March 22: Luncheon with Trivia/Bingo
Location: Rocker NCO Club Ballroom / Time:
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. / POC: Tech. Sgt. Christelle
Rockette at 634-5475.
March 26: Connection Fair

Represent your unit as an Innovation
Coach

Get trained on the Shogun Spark Innovation
process to lead your Squadron’s innovators.
We are seeking out motivated, enthusiastic
individuals who want to assist in providing
internal support to their unit innovators at
their convenience. For more information, email
18WG.CVI.Innovations@us.af.mil
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