U.S. Air Force Airmen assigned to the 18th
Equipment Maintenance Squadron and U.S.
Marines assigned to the Marine Wing Support
Squadron 172 lift an F-15 Eagle with an All-Terrain
Crane, known as a MAC-50, at Kadena Air Base,
April 4. This joint training was performed to test
crash recovery capabilities for the MWSS-172 and
18th EMS. During a real aircraft crash scenario,
the MAC-50 would be used to lift an immobile
aircraft so that a truck would be able to drive under
and prepare the aircraft for transportation.

(U.S. Air Force photos by Airman 1st Class Sebastian Romawac)

U.S. Air Force Airmen assigned to the 18th Equipment Maintenance Squadron
and U.S. Marines assigned to Marine Wing Support Squadron 172 pose for a
group photo during a joint training at Kadena Air Base, April 4.

Travis AFB Airmen perform a MSTT
mission from Australia to Japan

^A U.S. Marine assigned to Marine Wing Support Squadron 172 checks the
alignment of an F-15 Eagle with an All-Terrain Crane, known as a MAC-50, at
Kadena Air Base, April 4.

909th ARS supports
36th FW
Fighting
Falcons

An F-16 Fighting Falcon assigned to the 51st Fighter Wing approaches a KC-135
Stratotanker from the 909th Air Refueling Squadron for aerial refueling over the
Pacific Ocean, March 31. Aerial refueling capabilities extend airborne training
time and combat radius, ensuring U.S. and allied nation aircraft are postured to
maintain regional peace and stability within the Indo-Pacific area of responsibility.

(U.S. Air Force photos by Senior Airman Jessi Monte)
(U.S. Air Force photos by Senior Airman Karla Parra)

^

^U.S. Marines with the Marine Rotational
Force-Darwin 22 and Airmen from Travis Air
Force Base load a Medium Tactical Vehicle
Replacement onto a C-5M Super Galaxy
during a transfer of equipment at Royal
Australian Air Force Base Darwin, NT,
Australia, March 27. The C-5M transported
Marine Corps equipment from RAAF Base
Darwin to Kadena Air Base.
U.S. Airmen from Travis Air Force
Base prepare to offload Medium Tactical
Vehicle Replacements from a C-5M Super
Galaxy at Kadena Air Base, March 28.

^ Capts. Christopher Guzman, left, and Joe Wolfer, 909th Air
^ Capt. Kamden Collotzi, a pilot assigned to the 909th Air Refueling Refueling Squadron pilots, conduct preflight checks of a KC-135
Squadron, conducts pre-flights checks at Kadena Air Base, March 31. Stratotanker at Kadena Air Base, March 31.
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Staff Sgt.
Garrett Morrison,
left, and Staff Sgt.
Gabriel Edwards,
both 18th
Civil Engineer
Squadron fire
inspectors,
inspect a fire
extinguisher
March 25, on
Kadena Air Base.

U.S. Air Force photos by
Tech. Sgt. Micaiah Anthony

Satoshi Chibana, left,
and Brian Arime, both 18th
Civil Engineer Squadron
firefighters, inspect a fire
extinguisher March 25, on
Kadena Air Base. Facility
managers are charged with
checking fire extinguishers
monthly to ensure they
still hold a charge and can
be used in the event of an
emergency.

^

^

Tech. Sgt. Eloy
Garcia, 18th
Civil Engineer
Squadron noncommissioned
officer in charge
of fire prevention,
inspects a fire
extinguisher
March 25, on
Kadena Air
Base.

Kenichi Shimajiri, right, 18th
Civil Engineer Squadron lead fire
inspector and Staff Sgt. Luis Morales,
18th CES fire inspector, review
documents March 25, on Kadena
Air Base. The fire prevention office
is charged with ensuring all facilities
on an installation are equipped with
functional fire detection devices
and firefighting equipment, along
with educating personnel on fire
prevention and safety.

MCIPAC Fire and Emergency Services
train with the Naha City Fire Department

Firefighters with Marine Corps Installations Pacific Fire and
Emergency Services pose with firefighters from the Naha City
Fire Department for a group photo on Camp Hansen, March 25.

By Cpl. Alex Fairchild

Marine Corps Installations Pacific

^Firefighters with the Naha City Fire Department
respond to a fire during a bilateral live-fire training exercise
on Camp Hansen, March 25.

3/25/2022 - CAMP HANSEN — Firefighters from Marine Corps Installations Pacific
Fire and Emergency Services and the Naha
City Fire Department conducted live-fire
training on March 25 at the fire training facility on Camp Hansen. The training highlighted the different firefighting techniques
and methods each department uses to accomplish the same mission.
The bilateral training began with firefighters from both departments receiving
a safety brief and a plan to attack the fire.
Soon after, a controlled interior fire was ignited within the training tower where firefighters with MCIPAC F&ES assembled
and responded.
“When our firefighters started responding, they chose an offensive firefighting
tactic,” said Hideaki Tomimoto, battalion
chief for the Camp Kinser Fire Department. “First, they rescued the dummy casualties and then immediately attacked the

(U.S. Marine Corps photos by Cpl. Alex Fairchild)

fire. They used a short burst nozzle to prevent the thermal disturbance of the room
in which the fire was in and hydraulic ventilation to improve their visibility in that
room.”
Tomimoto explained how the firefighters lingered inside the smokey-hot room
while practicing their skills navigating in a
low visibility environment. Due to the limited visibility, the firefighters used their auditory and heat-sensing skills to locate and
extinguish the fire within the room.
“This training was the last iteration of
the bilateral training we have been doing
this year,” said Tomimoto. “It was a fantastic opportunity to work together with the
Naha City Fire Department and see the different techniques they use to fight fires.”
After MCIPAC F&ES finished their iterations, the party lit two more consecutive
fires inside the training tower for the Naha
City Fire Department to extinguish.
“This training was extremely beneficial for our department,” said Hokuto Gen-

ka, the operations chief with the Naha City
Fire Department. “We don’t always get the
chance to train with live fires. Additionally,
we were able to show each department’s different way of fighting fires and learn from
observation.”
Genka explained that the Naha City Fire
Department firefighters experimented with
different methods to extinguish the interior fires based on their conditions and temperature. He said that observing and training with the firefighters from MCIPAC
F&ES provided the Naha City Fire Department with more ideas and a better concept
of how different methods can accomplish
the same goal.
“As firefighters, we are here to protect
the lives of citizens,” said Genka. “Above all,
this training gave many opportunities for
the firefighters to build good relationships
with one another. We are looking forward
to training more with MCIPAC F&ES to respond to emergencies together more effectively.”

Published by Eight Co., Ltd. a private firm in no way connected with the U.S. Air Force, under exclusive written contract with the 18th Wing. The civilian enterprise Air Force newspaper is an authorized publication for members of the U.S. military services overseas. Contents of Samurai Gate are not necessarily the
official views of, or endorsed by, the U.S. government, the Department of Defense, the Department of the Air Force or Eight Co. Ltd. of the products or services advertised. The appearance of advertising in this publication, including inserts or supplements, does not constitute endorsement by the Department of
Defense, the Department of the Air Force or Eight Co. Ltd. of the products or services advertised. Everything advertised in this publication shall be made
available for purchase or patronage without regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, marital status, physical handicap, political affiliation or
any other non-merit factor of the purchaser, user or patron. For commercial advertising, inquiry, send an email to kadena.samuraigate@gmail.com

18th Wing Public Affairs: 18wg.papublicaffairs@us.af.mil DSN:634-3813
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Fifth Air Force hosts Women,
Peace and Security Symposium

R

Female service
members from
the U.S. and
Japan pose
for a photo
during the first
Women, Peace
and Security
symposium
hosted by Fifth
Air Force at
Yokota Air Base,
March 23.

By Maj. Andrea Valencia
Fifth Air Force Public Affairs

vision? You can help change the mindset
and get leaders to say ‘who are the people
inside of that group that are going to help
us become a more inclusive organization.’”
Throughout the week, the WPS symposium received briefs from the US Embassy
- Japan, 5th AF Intelligence, USINDOPACOM WPS office Gender Advisor, and
the DAF Women’s Initiative Team. These
briefings focused on the effects of crisis and
conflict on women, gender perspective,
and ways to partner on joint and bilateral
initiatives, among many other topics.
While this symposium was the first
of its kind held in Japan, attendees and
speakers affirmed that it would not be the
last and that continued engagement was
needed across the services.
“Hopefully this symposium is the first
of many engagements with our joint and
bilateral partners on women, peace and
security,” said Chief Master Sgt Katie
McCool, Fifth Air Force command chief.
“Because women play a critical role in
conflict and crisis, by joining efforts we
can improve our ability to move forward
together breaking down barriers and
strengthening our alliance.”

(U.S. Air Force photos by Airman 1st Class Cesar J. Navarro

^Tech. Sgt. Kenji Scouton, 18th Operations Support
Squadron NCO in charge of survival, evasion, resistance and
escape operations, explains the plan for capturing the 18th
Wing fighter pilots hiding in the jungle from the 18th Security
Forces Squadron military working dogs team and the Marine
Corps 5th air naval gunfire liaison company at the Marine
Corps Jungle Warfare Training Center, Camp Gonsalvez,
March 18. The joint operation was led by the SERE NCOs
allowing marines and many other Air Force personnel to gain
proficiency in many different SERE scenarios.
^A 31st Rescue Squadron pararescueman hangs
out the side of a 33rd RQS HH-60G Pave Hawk as they
approach 18th Wing Airmen waiting to be hoisted up and
out of the Marine Corps Jungle Warfare Training Center,
Camp Gonsalvez, March 18.
^

3/29/2022 - YOKOTA AIR BASE — Fifth
Air Force hosted the first-ever military focused WPS Symposium in Japan at Yokota
Air Base, March 22-24.
Representatives from the United States
Air Force, Army, Navy, Marine Corps,
and Coast Guard and Japan’s Maritime
and Air Self-Defense Forces attended the
symposium.
Lt Gen Ricky Rupp, Fifth Air Force
commander, opened the symposium with
a message to participants that encouraged
them to share struggles and successes
throughout the week and make joint and
bilateral connections that will further the
WPS framework.
“I am grateful that our joint and Japanese partners could come together this
week to discuss such an important topic,”
said Rupp, “During your time together I
want you to be really open minded, listen
to each other in your service perspectives,
and listen to our counterparts. Be thinking
about what are small things that we can do
in the near term to make changes, what can
I do midterm and what’s the longer term

(U.S. Air Force photo by Maj. Andrea Valencia)

U.S. Air Force Airmen from the 18th Security Forces
Squadron rally with a U.S. Marine Corps Marine from the 5th
Air Naval Gunfire Liaison Company to discuss potential trails
the military working dogs had picked up at the Marine Corps
Jungle Warfare Training Center, Camp Gonsalvez, March
18. During the joint exercise, 18th SFS military working dog
handlers worked alongside the 5th ANGLICO Marine unit to
track and capture 18th Wing fighter pilots who were hidden in
the dense jungle during a training exercise.
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PACAF hosts bilateral Civil Engineer Abraham Lincoln transits
Engagement with JASDF
the South China Sea
By Tech. Sgt.
Nick Wilson

Pacific Air Forces Public Affairs

4/1/2022 - JOINT BASE PEARL
HARBOR-HICKAM, Hawaii
— Airmen from U.S. Pacific Air
Forces Command and Japan Air
Self-Defense Force participated
in a two-day bilateral civil engineer-focused discussion at Joint
Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam, Hawaii March 15-16.
Participants in the bilateral exchange included civil engineers,
logisticians, defenders and other
related subject matter experts to
discuss airfield damage repair capabilities in support of operations
across the Indo-Pacific region.
During the event, PACAF and
JASDF participants discussed
best practices for tactics, techniques and procedures and assessed how the two countries can
do better to continue to work together in response to real-world
situations.
“We’re extremely proud of our
relationship and partnership with
the Koku-Jieitai (JASDF),” said
U.S. Air Force Col. David Novy,
PACAF, Chief of the Civil Engineer Division. “When you look
at us as Airmen and engineers,
the interoperability between our
Airmen from both nations is incredible. The Japanese have proven time and time again to be extremely reliable partners.”
During the exchange, participants developed a five-year plan
with focus priorities to include a

(U.S. Air Force photo by Tech. Sgt. Nick Wilson)

^ Japan Air Self-Defense Force Col. Koji Yamazaki, Civil Engineer Director, Defense Planning
and Policy Department, Air staff Office, left, Col. Koji Mori, Air Defense Command CE Chief, and
Col. Mashahiro Okumura, Japan liaison officer for Pacific Air Forces International Affairs, and
PACAF Airmen, listen to Col Jared Paslay, PACAF Air and Cyberspace Operations Director, speak
during a bilateral CE engagement at Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam, Hawaii, March 15.

more robust bilateral assessment
for airfield damage and repair response capabilities. The two parties discussed the importance of
continuing to work together.
“The number one priority for
both nations is to have a strong
bilateral relationship because
that means peace within our own
countries,” said JASDF Col. Koji
Yamazaki, Civil Engineering Division Defense Planning and Policy Department, Air staff Office,
Civil Engineer Director. “We’re
working to enforce peace in our
country support, and if any natural disaster occurs, we can work
together to support each other.”
The event culminated with a
new framework document, Bilateral Airfield Damage Repair Concept of Operations, where both
countries would be able to request support to include personnel (service) and equipment for

airfield requirements. This framework was signed during a KLE
signing ceremony, cementing the
joint effort to develop processes acceptable to both PACAF and
JASDF leadership.
“We have a shared interest in
building upon what we have right
now in terms of our shared vision
and our shared capabilities, and
I think we’ve seen that in the development of our five-year plan,”
Novy said. “Although we have a
lot to be proud of right now, we
still have progress to make. It was
very easy for us to come to a consensus on what those priorities
are and why those are priorities,
for damage repair.”
The agreement represents a
significant milestone in bilateral
airfield damage repair capabilities
and the advancement of the Japan
and U.S. bilateral relationship and
interoperability.

The Nimitz-class aircraft carrier USS Abraham Lincoln
(CVN 72) transits the South China Sea, April 1. Abraham
Lincoln Strike Group is on a scheduled deployment
in the U.S. 7th Fleet area of operations to enhance
interoperability through alliances and partnerships while
serving as a ready-response force in support of a free and
open Indo-Pacific region.
(U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication 3rd Class Thaddeus Berry)

U.S. Marines depart Landing Craft,
Air Cushion 80 during Balikatan 22

(U.S. Marine Corps photo by Sgt. Melanye Martinez)

U.S. Marines with 1st Battalion, 3d Marines, 3d Marine Division, depart Landing Craft, Air
Cushion 80 during Balikatan 22 at Appari, Philippines, March 28. Balikatan is an annual
exercise between the Armed Forces of the Philippines and U.S. military designed to strengthen
bilateral interoperability, capabilities, trust, and cooperation built over decades of shared
experiences. Balikatan, Tagalog for ‘shoulder-to-shoulder,’ is a long standing bilateral exercise
between the Philippines and the United States highlighting the deep-rooted partnership
between both countries. Balikatan 22 is the 37th iteration of the exercise and coincides with the
75th anniversary of the U.S.-Philippine security cooperation.
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To submit an announcement for the base bulletin, please visit www.kadena.af.mil

NOTICE

Kadena Military Housing Office Port
to Home Notification

The Port to Home program provides inbound
service members a way to move directly into
permanent family housing quarters upon
arrival on Okinawa. (Contingent on housing
inventory availability) The process should be
initiated by the incoming service member at
least 30 days before arrival on Okinawa, by
contacting kadenahousing.customerservice@
us.af.mil with orders, DD-1746 and a written
email request to be enrolled in Port to Home.
Required documents:
• Orders
• DD 1746-Application for Housing
• AF Form 4422-Sex Offender Disclosure
• Special Power of Attorney (PoA)
• Flight Itineraries
• Area Clearance for Dependents (USMC only)
• Dependent Entry Approval (USN Only)
* Visit www.Kadena.af.mil/Kadena_Housing_
Office / for current forms, checklist and flow
chart. For more information, contact Dorothy
Briggs at 634-0582.

Air Force Assistance Fund
Campaign

The AFAF campaign begins March 14 to April
22 for Kadena. The charities are the Air Force
Village Charitable Foundation (AFVCF), the Air
Force Aid Society (AFAS), the Air Force Enlisted
Village (AFEV) and the General and Mrs. Curtis
E. LeMay Foundation (LEMAY). E-Giving
contributions can be made at https://secure.
qgiv.com/event/afaf/classification/268062/
For more information, contact at Senior Master
Sgt. John Dixon at 634-7040.

How to File a Complaint with IG

If you believe you are unable to resolve your
complaint through supervisory channels,
you may seek IG assistance to determine
if the complaint should be filed with the IG.
Anyone can file a complaint if they reasonably
believe there is Fraud, Waste or Abuse (FWA)

or that inappropriate conduct has occurred
in violation of law, policy, procedures, or
regulation. To begin the process, you can
complete the personnel data information on
an AF Form 102 and briefly outline the facts
and relevant information related to the issue or
complaint. List the allegations of wrongdoing
briefly, in general terms and provide supporting
narrative detail and documents later, when
interviewed by an IG person. Allegations
should be written as bullets and should
answer who committed the violation; what
violation was committed; what law, regulation,
procedures, or policy was violated; when did
the violation occur. Help is available: Email
us at 18wg.igqcomplaintsinquiries@us.af.mil
(18th WG/IGQ Complaints & Inquiries) or call
your Kadena IG office at 634-7622, 634-0442,
or 634-1109 currently located in Building 59
(Base Education Center), 1st Floor, Room
125A.

Asian American Pacific Islander
Heritage Meeting

The Asian American Pacific Islander Heritage
(AAPIH) leads would like to invite you to attend
our meeting every Wednesday from March 9
to May 25, start at 2 p.m. at Bldg. 3524 (SOW
Hangar) auditorium. We will be discussing
upcoming events in preparation of May, AAPIH
observance month. For more information,
contact Tech. Sgt. Terence Beasley at 6301313 or Tech. Sgt. Michelle Garcia at 634-0068.

INFORMATION

Airmen Against Drunk Driving

Airmen Against Drunk Driving operates every
Friday and Saturday night from 9 p.m. to 1
a.m. within 3 miles of Kadena Air Base. For
a ride, call 098-961-2233 or message us on
Facebook at Kadena AB A2D2. To volunteer
to drive for AADD, you may find the link to
our sign-up page on Facebook at Kadena AB
A2D2. For more information, contact Senior
Airman Chester Hill at 634-5962.

Kadena and Camp Foster
Emergency Numbers

Kadena Fire Emergency Services reminds
everyone to program their cell phones with the
emergency numbers. To report an emergency
on Kadena via cell, dial 098-934-5911, and
from an office phone, dial 911. For Camp
Foster via cell, dial 098-911-1911, or from an
office phone, dial 911.

last. For more information, contact Melissa
Rafferty at 634-1288.

Public Affairs Photo Studio

Think Before You Drink

Don’t become a statistic. Think before you
drink. Don’t drive – call a ride. For a safe ride
home call these numbers: Kadena Taxi at
098-970-8888(option 8). Panda Taxi (off base)
098-937-8989. Daiko 098-932-4035.

The Public Affairs photo studio is open
Mon - Thurs from 9 - 11 a.m. and 1 - 4
p.m. Appointments are available in halfhour increments. *Award, bio or package
submission photos are scheduled on Monday
- Wednesday. *Full-length photos are only
available on Thursday. Official Passport photos
are by appointment only on Monday - Friday,
and require a letter or voucher from your UDM
or the passport office. Photos are for official
use only. For more questions or scheduling,
please call at 634-4013 / 634-3813.

WIC Overseas Program

4th Annual Call for Topics

WIC Overseas is a supplemental nutrition
program designed for pregnant, postpartum,
and breastfeeding women, infants and
children up to the age of 5. As a WIC Overseas
participant, you can receive nutrition education
in the form of individual counseling and group
classes, breastfeeding support, supplemental
foods such as milk, juice, cheese, cereal, eggs
and fresh fruits and vegetables, and referrals
to other health care agencies. For more
information and to check financial/residential
eligibility, visit or call the WIC Overseas office
nearest you. Kadena Air Base (Bldg. 428) at
632-9427 or 632-6223; off base, call: 098938-1111, then 632-9427/6223. / Camp Foster
(Bldg. 5717) at 645-9419; off base, call: 098970-9419. / Camp Courtney (Bldg. 4408) at
622-9424; off base, call: 098-954-9424. / Camp
Kinser (Bldg. 107, Room 121) at 637-4899; off
base, call: 098-970-5555.

The Wired Bean’s Ohana Nights

Every 1st, 3rd, and 5th Thursday of the month
is Ohana Night at the Wired Bean (Bldg.
612). Various organizations around the base
prepare home cooked meals for our E1 - E4
unaccompanied service members. The free
food and drinks are available while supplies

The Air Force Installation & Mission Support
Center (AFIMSC) is happy to announce the
opening of the 4th Annual Call for Topics to
solicit ideas for the 2022 AFIMSC Innovation
Rodeo. The campaign is open to all Airmen
and Guardians and runs through June 6,
with Rodeo events planned for the middle
of August. Submit an idea at: https://gain.
apps.dso.mil/usaf/afimscmsg For
more
information, contact: AFIMSC.Innovation@
us.af.mil

UPCOMING EVENTS

Sexual Assault Awareness Month

Emery lanes Bowling Alley
Every Tuesday in April. Free shoe rental. Share
a selfie wearing Teal on the Kadena SAPR
Facebook Page with #SAAPM22. For more
information, contact 18th WG/SARC Office at
634-0180.
Denim Day
Denim Day is held April 27 at Kadena Air Base.
Member participation in Denim Day will be
determined by their unit leadership. Optional,
members can wear Teal or White Shirts and
Khakis pants instead of denim jeans.
Share your Denim Day selfie on the Kadena
SAPR Facebook Page with #SAAPM22. For

APRIL 8, 2022
more information, contact 18th WG/SARC
Office at 634-0180.
Joint Golf Tournament and Closing Ceremony
Joint Golf Tournament and Closing Ceremony
is held April 29 from 6:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. at
Banyan Tree Golf Course. There is a monetary
cost for playing in the tournament, teams will
be made up of 4 members, and the money will
go towards the golf course costs: green fees,
cart and tournament fees. Register at https://
manager.gallusgolf.com/Register/31332/
sapr-step-up-golf-tournament
For
more
information, contact POC Mrs. Leah Moore at
Leah.Moore.5@us.af.mil

Air Force Assistance Fund end of
Campaign Car Wash

The car wash event will take place April 16
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. in the 18th Wing Public
Affairs Parking Lot (bldg. 404). This event
is free to anyone with a car and access to
Kadena AB. Donations will be accepted on
behalf of the Air Force Assistance Fund. For
more information, contact Tech. Sgt. Katherine
Owens at 634-9015.

Memorial Bataan Death March

The Kadena Top 3 is holding an 8.5 mile walk/
run/ruck around the perimeter of base, April
23, from 6:30 a.m. to honor the 80,000 US &
Filipino service members who endured a 65
mile forced march during WWII. Completely
Free. To registration, search for Kadena
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Bataan on Facebook or go to the following link
to sign up.
https://events.eventzilla.net/e/kadenamemorial-bataan-death-march-2138585348
For more information, contact Master Sgt.
Brett Myers at 634-1374.

R

A

I

G

A T

E

VOLUNTEER

Kadena LGBTQ+ Pride Month
Committee Volunteer Kick-Off

The Kadena LGBTQ+ Pride Month Committee
is looking for volunteers to help out with this
year’s Pride Month events. Please join us at
3 p.m. April 11 at the McDaniel Professional

7
Development Center for this year’s initial
planning meeting. If interested in helping
out but unable to attend, please e-mail
KadenaLGBTPride@gmail.com or kristian.
johnsen@us.af.mil or contact Master Sgt.
Kristian Johnsen at 634-2073.
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