18th CES beats the
summer heat

18th Civil Engineer Squadron firefighters
stage an Oshkosh Striker 3000 fire engine for
emergency response training at Kadena Air
Base, June 29. Routine emergency response
training ensures the 18th CES Fire and
Emergency Services flight maintains mission
readiness as they respond to an average of
4,000 emergency calls annually.

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Sebastian Romawac)

^Members of the 1st Special Operations
Squadron and 71st Air Rescue Squadron tour a
CV-22 Osprey at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni,
July 8. This marks the 353rd Special Operations
Wing’s third visit to Fleet Air Wing 31, a staple for
long-term routine training.
^
(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Yosselin Perla)

^ Capt. Tyler Guss, 128th Airborne Command and Control Squadron E-8C JSTARS aircraft
commander, left, and Capt. George Guss, 44th Fighter Squadron F-15C pilot, pose for a photo at
Kadena Air Base, June 28.

By Airman 1st Class
Yosselin Perla
18th Wing Public Affairs

7/6/2022 - KADENA AIR
BASE — George Guss watched
his brother, Tyler, follow in their
father’s footsteps by becoming a
pilot in the U.S. Air Force. After
reaching a crossroads while attending the University of Georgia,
he decided he also wanted to take
to the skies. Together, the brothers progressed in their piloting
careers, but the distance between
them kept growing, until recently.
Although both brothers are

pilots, Tyler serves in the Georgia
National Guard at Robins Air
Force Base as an E-8C JSTARS
aircraft commander, and George
is active duty stationed at Kadena
Air Base, as an F-15C pilot. Tyler
joined his brother in Okinawa
due to a training exercise taking
place at Kadena over the summer
months.
“I was super psyched when
I found out my brother was deploying to Kadena,” said George.
“Due to the COVID restrictions,
my wife and I hadn’t been able to
share Okinawa with any of our

U.S. Air Force Airmen, assigned to the 1st
Special Operations Squadron, tour the cockpit of
a Japanese ShinMaywa US-2 at Marine Corps Air
Station Iwakuni, July 8. The USAF studies longdistance maritime capabilities and looks towards
the US-2 for innovation.

family members, so having an
avenue for my brother to come
out here was very exciting.”
It had been close to a year and
a half since the two had seen each
other, but once reunited, they
quickly began making the most of
their time together in Okinawa.
“We’ve gotten to go snorkeling,
fishing on a charter boat, eating
out at local restaurants and have
cookouts at George’s house,”
shared Tyler. “We were also able
to tour each other’s aircraft so that
was pretty cool.”
Coming from an Air Force

family, to now serving in the
military themselves, both brothers agreed that the Air Force has
impacted their view on what it
means to be family.
“I view everyone in my
squadron as an extended family,”
said George. “Ironically though,
the more I progress in my flying,
the farther removed I am from
my family in Georgia. But it’s
sweetened the moments I’m able
to actually see my family, because
I don’t take the time spent with
them for granted.”
As their time together in Oki-

(U.S. Air Force photos by Senior Airman Gary Hilton)

nawa came to an end, the Guss’
will be able to see each other again
soon.
“We have a younger sister who
is getting married in August, so
George and his wife will be taking
a trip back home to Georgia,”
Tyler remarked.
When asked if they had any
departing words, Tyler and
George quickly praised their alma
mater.
“Shout out to the University
of Georgia for putting us through
school,” George said proudly. “Go
Dawgs!”
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(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Anna Nolte)

^ Staff Sgt. Garrett Bodie, right, 733rd Air Mobility Squadron support
NCO in charge, holds his certificate of appreciation while standing alongside
two Japanese locals at a ceremony meant to honor the three of them, at
the Nirai Fire Department in Okinawa, July 12. All three honorees received
recognition for helping save the life of a local man whose truck caught fire
on Jan. 22, 2022.

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Moses Taylor)

^ Capt. Kyle Weinell, 909th Air Refueling Squadron KC-135 pilot, left, and Maj. Chris
Erlewine, 909th ARS aircraft commander, right, pilot a KC-135 Stratotanker over the
Pacific Ocean, June 17. The KC-135 Stratotanker is outfitted with four CFM-56 turbofan
engines, each generating over 21,500 pounds of thrust.
^

Fireworks
burst over the
festival grounds
at Kadena Air
Base, July 9.
The fireworks
display
closed the
Independence
Day celebration
put together
by the Kadena
Force Support
Squadron.

Senior Airman Robert Baker,
909th Aircraft Maintenance Unit
crew chief, monitors a power
cart while engines start up on a
KC-135 Stratotanker at Kadena
Air Base, June 30. Kadena
conducts operations in support
of the defense of Japan, as well
as U.S. efforts to preserve a
free-and-open Indo-Pacific.

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman Alexis Redin)

^

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Yosselin Perla)

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Tylir Meyer)

(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Stephen Pulter)

^ Senior Airman Owen Schott, left, and Airman 1st Class Trevor Finley,
right, 44th Aircraft Maintenance Unit maintainers, apply lubricant to a main
landing wheel on Kadena Air Base, July 6. Lubricating the wheel avoids
corrosion, ensuring Kadena’s capability to maintain a free and open IndoPacific.

^Brig. Gen. David Eaglin, 18th Wing commander, conducts preflight
checks at Kadena Air Base, June 28. Eaglin is in charge of the Air Force’s
largest combat wing, responsible for over $6 billion worth of aircraft and
assets.
(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Sebastian Romawac)

Okinawa Exchanges Prepares Storms

(U.S. Army photo by Staff Sgt. Mark A. Kauffman)

^The weather in the Pacific Region varies for countries throughout the year potentially causing different types of natural
hardships such as typhoons, tropical storms and tropical cyclones.

By Army & Air Force Exchange
Service Public Affairs

6/30/2022 - CAMP FOSTER — Typhoon
season in Okinawa started on June 1 and
lasts until November—and the Army &
Air Force Exchange Service is making sure
military communities will have everything
they need to weather the storm.
The Exchanges on the island have
worked around the clock to build up their

Airman 1st Class Faith Tuttle,
18th Dental Squadron dental
laboratory technician, fabricates
a crown wax-up for a patient at
Kadena Air Base, June 22. A
diagnostic wax-up is a dental
procedure in which planned
restorations are developed in
wax on a diagnostic cast to
determine the optimal laboratory
procedures necessary to
achieve the desired fit.

inventory ensuring items that are in high
demand during severe weather, such as
water, flashlights, batteries and extension
cords, are in stock and ready to ship at a
moment’s notice.
“It is extremely important for folks, especially those who are new to the island,
to have their typhoon emergency kit built
and accessible,” AAFES Pacific Region
Commander Jason L. Beck. said. “The ty-

phoons here can get very dangerous and
even deadly.”
Exchange general managers throughout
Okinawa have prepared a section dedicated
to helping service members and their families survive the typhoon season with everything they might need for the storm. Items
such as battery-operated radios, straps and
generators can all be found in one location.
“We try to be proactive prior to the start
of typhoon season to get all the gear folks
will need to complete their emergency kits,”
Kadena Store Manager Flor Payton said.
“We even have a checklist available so folks
don’t forget items that will make surviving
a typhoon easier.”
PAC Region’s command team and managers continuously monitor forecasts and
communicate with local commands to ensure their communities’ needs are met
during typhoons, hurricanes and tropical
storms.
They have teamed up with American
Forces Network-Okinawa with public service announcements encouraging folks
new to the island to prepare their kits while
the weather is still calm.
“It is so important for families to have
their kits prepared before the storm,” said
Sgt. Maj. Generose Green, AAFES PAC Re-

gion senior enlisted leader. “It’s better to
have the kit and not need it, than to need it
and not have it.”
In 2020, careful planning helped the
Exchange care for military communities
through five hurricanes, one tropical storm
and three typhoons on the Gulf and Atlantic Coasts, and in Puerto Rico and the Indo-Pacific Theater. The Exchange shipped
more than 60,000 supplies to BXs and PXs
in each storm’s path.
“The Exchange has always been there to
support Soldiers, Airmen, Marines, Sailors,
Guardians and their families during natural disasters,” Beck said. “Through years of
supporting communities before and after
typhoons, the Exchange ensures Warfighters and their families are taken care of.”
Additionally, the Exchange’s Disaster
Support Group—a virtual meeting of Exchange leaders worldwide—ensures a constant flow of information about typhoon
preparedness at every level of the organization.
The Exchange also has mobile field Exchanges—stores on wheels stocked with
snacks, beverages and hygiene essentials—
on standby in case of severe storm damage
requiring military rescue support in affected communities.
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Defense, the Department of the Air Force or Eight Co. Ltd. of the products or services advertised. Everything advertised in this publication shall be made
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any other non-merit factor of the purchaser, user or patron. For commercial advertising, inquiry, send an email to kadena.samuraigate@gmail.com
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Kadena breaks barriers with
Kadena’s Eagles increase
innovative tanker refueling operation readiness through training

18th Logistics Squadron fuels distribution operators perform a
KC-135 hot-pit refueling operation at Kadena Air Base, June 28.
(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Yosselin Perla)

By Airman 1st Class
Moses Taylor
18th Wing Public Affairs

7/7/2022 - KADENA AIR BASE
— Using a new Air Force initiative
started on Kadena Air Base, Airmen from the 18th Logistics Readiness Squadron and 718th Aircraft Maintenance Unit practiced
a more efficient method of refueling KC-135 Stratotankers during
sorties.
This operation focused on hotpit refueling the KC-135s, which
in turn, allowed them to stay in
the air longer, providing fuel to the
fight and minimizing time spent
on the ground.
“After an aircraft lands and
parks, instead of powering down
the engines, the air crew keeps an
engine running while the aircraft is
being refilled,” said Tech. Sgt. Trey
Branch, 18th LRS forward arming
and refueling point (FARP) team

chief. “This increases our ability to
generate sorties and minimize the
ground time required to get aircraft airborne again.”
This technique is used to eliminate downtime and increase reliability after an aircraft lands and
parks.
When normally refueling a KC135, it can take roughly two hours,
using multiple refueling assets and
operators. When hot-pit refueling,
Airmen can utilize one fuel hydrant and truck to refuel the tanker in about an hour. This increases
refueling efficiency while reducing
manpower by 50 percent.
As the Keystone of the Pacific,
Kadena Air Base plays a vital part
in supporting the Pacific Air Forces’ effort to operationalize concepts designed to become more
agile in execution, more strategic
in deterrence, and more resilient
in airpower capability.

Through conducting innovative concepts such as hot pitting, Kadena Airmen are further
strengthening PACAFs ability to
generate and sustain combat airpower across the Pacific.
“With an operational area as
big as the Indo-Pacific, having
hot pit refueling is a real game
changer as a part of our whole
agile combat employment mission set,” said Lt. Col. Ryan Wilson, 909th ARS Commander. “It
can reduce our aircraft generation time by as much as 68% and
dramatically increases our flexibility to rapidly refuel and re-assign tankers as missions evolve
throughout the day. We’re excited to be employing and refining
this technique to ensure we are
postured to enable missions that
protect our allies and partners,
while ensuring a free and open
Indo-Pacific.”

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Moses Taylor)

A F-15C Eagle assigned to the 44th Fighter Squadron takes off during a training mission at
Kadena Air Base, July 12. Kadena Air Base conducts operations in support of the defense of
Japan, as well as U.S. efforts to preserve a free-and-open Indo-Pacific.

(U.S. Marine Corps photo by Sgt. Abrey Liggins)

U.S. Marines with 3d Reconnaissance Battalion, 3d Marine Division fire an M110 Semi-Automatic
Sniper System and an M40A6 Sniper Rifle during a pre-sniper course on Camp Hansen, July
7. The course, a prerequisite to the Scout Sniper Basic Course, is designed to prepare and
evaluate Marines in basic sniper fundamentals.
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USS Ronald Reagan (CVN 76)
conducts flight operations

The U.S. Air force 354th Air Expeditionary Wing
and Marine Aircraft Group 12 performed a
capabilities demonstration during a pre-planned
readiness exercise at Marine Corps Air Station
Iwakuni, July 7.

(U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Gray Gibson)

An F/A-18F Super Hornet attached to the Diamondbacks of Strike Fighter Squadron (VFA) 102 launches from the flight
deck of the U.S. Navy’s only forward-deployed aircraft carrier USS Ronald Reagan (CVN 76), South China Sea, July 13.
The Diamondbacks conduct carrier-based air strike and strike force escort missions, as well as ship, battle group, and
intelligence collection operations. Ronald Reagan, the flagship of Carrier Strike Group 5, provides a combat-ready force
that protects and defends the United States, and supports alliances, partnerships and collective maritime interests in the
Indo-Pacific region.

(U.S. Marine Corps photo by Sgt. Jackson Ricker)

By Capt. Faith Brodkorb
354th Fighter Wing Public Affairs

7/6/2022 - MARINE CORPS AIR STATION IWAKUNI — The U.S. Air Force
354th Air Expeditionary Wing (AEW)
and Marine Aircraft Group 12 performed
a capabilities demonstration during a
pre-planned readiness exercise at Marine
Corps Air Station (MCAS) Iwakuni, Japan,
July 7.
The demonstration included five U.S
Marine Corps F/A-18 Hornets, eight
F-35B Lightning IIs, a KC-130J Super Hercules aircraft, 10 U.S. Air Force F-22 Raptors and 10 F-35A Lightning II aircraft. The
large formation exercise tested the units’
ability to rapidly generate joint airpower in
support of the defense of Japan, ensuring
the stability and security of a free and open
Indo-Pacific region.
“It was a great opportunity for us to

demonstrate our joint airpower capability
alongside our MAG-12 partners with their
various aircraft,” said U.S. Air Force Col.
David Berkland, 354th AEW commander.
“This demonstration, and the joint training
missions we flew afterwards, allowed us to
improve our already formidable integration tactics with the U.S. Marine Corps.”
The 354th AEW has been conducting agile combat employment training at
MCAS Iwakuni for the past month. MCAS
Iwakuni is uniquely qualified to enable the
Joint Force, be it through providing use of
the station's collocated harbor and airfield,
serving as a staging point for non-organic
aircraft operations, or any number of other
operational activities.
Following the capabilities demonstration, the pilots conducted local training
sorties in the approved training airspace
around Iwakuni.
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To submit an announcement for the base bulletin, please visit www.kadena.af.mil

NOTICE

Kadena Family Housing Office
Closure

The Kadena Family Housing Office, Camp
Foster Office, Camp Kinser Office, Camp
Courtney Office, Furnishings Management
Office, FMO Self-Help and Appliance Repair
will be closed July 18 for Marine/Ocean Day.
For emergency assistance, please contact
housing maintenance at DSN 634-Home
(4663).

Voting Office Federal Post Card
Application Annual Review

It’s time to update your voter registration
information: All service members and their
voting-age family members who want to
vote are encouraged to fill out and submit a
Federal Post Card Application (FPCA) form
immediately. You can complete the form
online at https://www.fvap.gov/fpca-privacynotice or https://www.gsa.gov/forms-library/
voter-registration-and-absentee-ballotrequest-federal-post-card-application-fpca
or stop by the A&FRC, Bldg 220, for a copy
to place in the mail. You are also encouraged
to visit www.fvap.gov select your state
and subscribe so you can keep up-to-date
of any election activity in your state. For
more information, contact the Kadena AB
Installation Voting Office at vote.kadena@
us.af.mil or call 634-3366.

Suicide Prevention Training & Sexual
Assault Prevention and Response
Training

2022 Annual Suicide Prevention Training and
Sexual Assault Prevention and Response
Training will be held at the Keystone Theatre
twice each date from 10 - 11:30 a.m. / 2 - 3:30
p.m., July 7, 11, 13, 19, 21, 25 & 27. Questions
or concerns, contact Nicole Moss at nicole.
moss.6@us.af.mil or call 634-4870 / 1st Lt.
Joshua Surver at joshua.surver.1@us.af.mil or
call 634-7721.

How to File a Complaint with IG

If you believe you are unable to resolve your
complaint through supervisory channels,
you may seek IG assistance to determine
if the complaint should be filed with the IG.
Anyone can file a complaint if they reasonably
believe there is Fraud, Waste or Abuse (FWA)
or that inappropriate conduct has occurred
in violation of law, policy, procedures, or
regulation. To begin the process, you can
complete the personnel data information
on an AF Form 102 and briefly outline the
facts and relevant information related to
the issue or complaint. List the allegations
of wrongdoing briefly, in general terms and
provide supporting narrative detail and
documents later, when interviewed by an
IG person. Allegations should be written as
bullets and should answer who committed
the violation; what violation was committed;
what law, regulation, procedures, or
policy was violated; when did the violation
occur. Help is available: Email us at 18wg.
igqcomplaintsinquiries@us.af.mil (18th WG/
IGQ Complaints & Inquiries) or call your
Kadena IG office at 634-7622, 634-0442, or
634-1109 located in Building 92.

INFORMATION

Airmen Against Drunk Driving

Airmen Against Drunk Driving operates every
Friday and Saturday night from 9 p.m. to 1
a.m. within 3 miles of Kadena Air Base.For
a ride, call 098-961-2233 or message us on
Facebook at Kadena AB A2D2. To volunteer
to drive for AADD, you may find the link to
our sign-up page on Facebook at Kadena AB
A2D2. For more information, contact Senior
Airman Chester Hill at 634-5962.

Public Affairs Photo Studio
The
Mon
p.m.
hour

Public Affairs photo studio is open
- Thurs from 9 - 11 a.m. and 1 - 4
Appointments are available in halfincrements. *Award, bio or package

submission photos are scheduled on Monday
- Wednesday. *Full-length photos are only
available on Thursday. Official Passport
photos are by appointment only on Monday
- Friday, and require a letter or voucher from
your UDM or the passport office. Photos
are for official use only. For more questions
or scheduling, please call at 634-4013 / 6343813.

Kadena and Camp Foster Emergency
Numbers

Kadena Fire Emergency Services reminds
everyone to program their cell phones
with the emergency numbers. To report an
emergency on Kadena via cell, dial 098-9345911, and from an office phone, dial 911. For
Camp Foster via cell, dial 098-911-1911, or

from an office phone, dial 911.

The Wired Bean’s Ohana Nights

Every 1st, 3rd, and 5th Thursday of the month
is Ohana Night at the Wired Bean (Bldg.
612). Various organizations around the base
prepare home cooked meals for our E1 - E4
unaccompanied service members. The free
food and drinks are available while supplies
last. For more information, contact Melissa
Rafferty at 634-1288.

Kadena Air Base Chapel Worship
Opportunities

The Kadena Air Base Chapels offer a
multitude of Worship Opportunities.
• Catholic Sunday Mass at Chapel 1, from 8
a.m. to noon.

S
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• Protestant Worship Services on Sunday.
1. Traditional at Chapel 2, start at 9 a.m.
2. Contemporary at Chapel 1, start at 10 a.m.
3. Gospel at Chapel 3, start at 11 a.m.
• Jewish Services at Chapel 2, start at 6:15
p.m. on Fridays.
• Buddhist Services at Chapel 2, start at 7
p.m. every 4th Wednesday.
• Norse Pagan Services at Chapel 2, from 10
a.m. to noon on Saturday.
For more information, contact Airman 1st
Class Mary Hanna at 634-1288.

Typhoon and Tsunami Readiness
Booth

The
Kadena
Office
of
Emergency
Management will be hosting a Typhoon and
Tsunami readiness booth at the Kadena BX
July 19, and the Kadena Commissary July 21
from 10 a.m. noon. Please stop by and ensure
you and your family are prepared for Typhoons
and Tsunamis. For more information, contact
Kadena Office of Emergency Management at
634-4404.

Think Before You Drink

Don’t become a statistic. Think before you
drink. Don’t drive – call a ride. For a safe ride
home call these numbers: Kadena Taxi at
098-970-8888(option 8). Panda Taxi (off base)
098-937-8989. Daiko 098-932-4035.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

18th MUNS Tri-Annual Munitions
Inventory

The 18th Munitions Squadron will be
conducting
a
Tri-Annual,
wall-to-wall
inventory within the Munitions Storage Area
from August 7 to 12. The 47 munitions custody
accounts across Team Kadena are asked
to schedule any required support around
these dates. There will be a limited support
capacity for any unscheduled events. For
more information, contact Tech. Sgt. Christian
Afaisen at 632-5233.

75th Air Force Ball

This year’s celebration will be hosted
September 10 at the Rocker Enlisted Club.
Tickets on sale soon, please like and follow our
Facebook page for event updates. Facebook:
Kadena Air Force Ball #KABDiamondJubilee
For more information, contact Master Sgt.
Miles Gravage at 634-2878.

Spouse Academy

A two day workshop is planned for July 28 - 29
at the Airman & Family Readiness Center from
8 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Day one will be focused on
self–care. Day two is focused on everything
to know about spouse employment. For more
information or sign-up, visit: www.tockify.
com/kadenaafrc/pinboard or contact Karma
Simmons at 634-3366.
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