
By Petty Officer 
2nd Class 
Samantha Oblander   
Commander, Task Force 71 /
Destroyer Squadron 15 Public Affairs
7/17/2022 - EAST CHINA SEA 
— During the last week of June, 
Airmen from 961st Airborne 

Air Control Squadron joined the 
crew of USS Dewey (DDG 105) 
to support operations in the East 
China Sea.
 Joint operations test the 
capabilities of U.S. forces serving 
in Japan. Fighter pilots and air 
controllers from the Air Force, 

Navy, and Marine Corps tested 
their skills during active missions, 
allowing them to integrate and 
train in a joint environment.
 Operations Specialist 2nd Class 
Brandon Pratt, who worked close-
ly with the Airmen, shared his 
thoughts on the Airmen coming 
aboard Dewey.
 “The Airmen have been an 
awesome addition to our team, 
not only giving Navy personnel 
a better idea of what an Airmen’s 
day-to-day [routine] is like, but 
also allowing them to see the trials 
and tribulations of a Sailor’s day-
to-day life while underway,” said 
Pratt.
 When it comes to interoperabil-
ity between the military branches, 
the Navy and Marine Corps work 
together the most frequently, and 
Airmen coming aboard naval ves-
sels is a less frequent occurrence. 
Air Force Maj. Michael Brode, 
the chief of weapons and tactics 
of the 961st Airborne Air Control 
Squadron from Kadena Air Base, 
explained just how unusual it 
actually is for Airmen to go to sea.
 “It is generally very rare for 

Airmen to get underway on Navy 
vessels, but it is especially rare 
in our career field,” said Brode. 
“This will likely be the only time 
any member of our team will be 
aboard a Navy vessel. The only 
time I’ve heard of Air Force Air 
Battle Managers (ABM) going 
underway is as a liaison officer on 
big-deck ships. I’ve never heard of 
ABMs integrating with a cruiser or 
destroyer underway.”
 According to Pratt, the opera-
tion gave both Sailors and Airmen 

a unique opportunity to work 
together.
 “The Airmen and Dewey’s 
controllers have been working 
together to monitor and control an 
airspace in one of the busiest areas 
of operation in the world,” said 
Pratt.
 U.S. Navy’s 7th Fleet is the 
largest forward-deployed fleet 
and routinely operates and in-
teracts with 35 maritime nations 

(U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Samantha Oblander) 

^Airmen assigned to 961st Airborne Air Control Squadron onboard Kadena Air Base participate 
in operations from the Combat Information Center aboard Arleigh Burke-class guided-missile 
destroyer USS Dewey (DDG 105), July 1. Dewey is assigned to Task Force 71/Destroyer Squadron 
(DESRON) 15, the Navy’s largest forward-deployed DESRON and the U.S. 

(U.S. Air Force photos by Senior Airman Stephen Pulter)
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U.S. Air Force, Navy Operate aboard 
Destroyer in East China Sea

Enhancing capabilities in the 
sky and on the ground

A U.S. Air Force F-35A Lightning II from Eielson Air Force Base, Alaska, conducts aerial 
refueling with a 909th Air Refueling Squadron KC-135 Stratotanker over the Pacific Ocean, 
June 29. When working with the 909th ARS the capability and reach of the F-35A and 
other aircraft alike increase the Air Force’s capability to maintain air superiority.

A 909th Air Refueling Squadron KC-135 Stratotanker receives hot pit refueling at Kadena 
Air Base, June 29. When combined with hot pit refueling the KC-135 Stratotanker's ability 
to increase the Air Force’s reach.

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Cesar J. Navarro)

515th AMOW Commander 
tours Kadena ops

Senior Airman Roberto Martinez, left, 733rd Air Mobility Squadron passenger service specialist, 
shows U.S. Air Force Col. Kyle Benwitz, right, 515th Air Mobility Operations Wing commander, 
the way security operates at the passenger terminal at Kadena Air Base, June 14. Benwitz 
visited Kadena Air Base, familiarizing himself with the local mission that helps deliver mission 
essential cargo and personnel throughout the Indo-Pacific region.

By Staff Sgt. 
Rhett Isbell    
18th Wing Public Affairs
7/19/2022 - KADENA AIR BASE 
— The 12 Outstanding Airmen 
of the Year have been recognized 
across the Air Force and one of 
Kadena Air Base’s very own Air-
men, Senior Airman Caden Sop-
er, 18th Maintenance Squadron 
F-15 avionics journeyman, was 
one of those superior performers.
 Soper clenched the win for 
this award through his formida-
ble work ethic and the help of his 
teammates.

 “I feel blessed,” Soper said. “I 
get to represent PACAF (Pacific 
Air Forces) and all Junior Enlisted 
Airmen, for that I am thankful. In 
my eyes this is not an individual 
award. There are a countless num-
ber of people who are behind me. 
Although my name might be on 
the hardware this is a squadron, 
group, and ultimately a wing ac-
complishment.”
 Working with his team 
throughout the year, Soper found 
success and accomplishments on 
many fronts during the course of 
his official duties. While his feats 
are many, some key factors for his 
win include: saving a potential-
ly failed aircraft launch, setting a 
wing record for performance, and 
saving millions for the U.S. Air 
Force.
 “I’m proud to see that such an 
incredible Airman was acknowl-
edged for all of his hard work,” 
said Brig. General David Eaglin, 
18th Wing commander. “I’m sure 
winning this will just spur Senior 
Airman Soper on to even great-
er heights during his career in the 
Air Force.”
 Having been recognized at the 
highest level, Soper now stands as 

a shining example to Airmen ev-
erywhere by showing the impact 
that they have and how they can 
be a leader at any level.
 “Caden is one of the most 
hardworking, humble and talent-
ed Junior Enlisted Airmen I had 
the pleasure of serving with and a 
source of inspiration for all Kade-
na Shogun Warriors. I’m excited 
to watch his journey as he con-
tinues to grow as a leader in our 
Air Force,” said Chief Master Sgt. 
Ronnie Woods, 18th Wing com-
mand chief.
 Even with all of this recogni-
tion, Soper still understands what 
he was working for all year and 
why he tries so hard.
 “This is a win for all of the air-
men who work hard every day, 
give everything they have, and 
don’t get recognized,” Soper said. 
“I am not the only one waking up 
every day and giving it their all. 
They are the ones who deserve the 
recognition. I feel I have already 
reaped the reward. I love what 
I do and work with the greatest 
people in the world. The “award” 
is just what everyone sees. God 
blessed me with the journey and 
I couldn’t be more grateful.” 

(U.S. Air Force photo by Naoto Anazawa)
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while conducting missions to 
preserve and protect critical 
regional partnerships.
 “Being stationed in the 7th 
Fleet area of operations, we have 
a very unique opportunity to be 
on the leading edge of the nation’s 
defense priorities,” said Brode. “It’s 
very rewarding to see the direct 
impact of the missions we execute 
on the political strategy of our 
homeland. It’s also great being able 
to integrate with so many partner 
nations.”
 In addition to experiencing op-
erations at sea, the Airmen learned 
about the ship’s capabilities, which 
serves to enhance cohesion in 

future joint operations between 
the two branches.
 “When planning future inte-
gration missions with cruisers or 
destroyers, we will have a much 
better understanding of the capa-
bilities the platforms bring to the 
fight,” said Brode. “Our crews will 
now be able to more seamlessly 
integrate with naval surface ves-
sels during training and combat 
operations. We frequently train 
with naval aviation units, but this 
was a very unique opportunity to 
integrate with the surface warfare 
team.”
 Between branches of service, 
there can be similarities and 

differences in how two branches 
operate and Brode commended 
the Airmen on their adaptability.
 “The system that we interacted 
with while executing the mission 
was very different from the system 
we use at our home command. 
Otherwise, the responsibilities are 
very similar,” said Brode. “They 
[the Airmen] have adapted very 
well to the challenges of working 
on a Navy vessel. They did a 
fantastic job learning to execute 
their jobs from a new system and 
making the most of opportunities 
to explore the ship and learn 
about naval missions when not on 
watch.”

 Living aboard a Navy vessel 
comes with a unique set of chal-
lenges and Brode shared how he 
and his team adapted to those 
challenges and the lessons learned 
they were able to provide to their 
Airmen counterparts.
 “Our biggest challenge has 
been balancing the priorities of 
our command and leadership with 
the missions the Dewey is tasked 
to support,” said Brode. “We’ve 
had plenty of other minor lessons 
learned along the way while 
adapting to life underway. From 
a personal aspect, it has been very 
unique to have limited to no access 
to internet and communications 

with family. Ask as many questions 
as you can. There are so many 
unique jobs and functions on the 
Dewey that I never considered 
before coming aboard. From the 
engineering spaces to the bridge, 
there is so much to see and learn 
from.”
 Dewey is forward-deployed to 
the U.S. 7th Fleet area of opera-
tions in support of a free and open 
Indo-Pacific. U.S. Navy’s 7th Fleet 
is the largest forward-deployed 
fleet and routinely operates and 
interacts with 35 maritime nations 
while conducting missions to pre-
serve and protect critical regional 
partnerships.
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^Team Kadena Airmen cheer while watching the F-15 Load Crew of the Quarter Competition 
at Kadena Air Base, July 15. The friendly competition emphasizes fostering teamwork, 
knowledge proficiency, technical ability and performance. 

   Staff Sgt. Dakota Liggettpage, 
67th Aircraft Maintenance Unit 
weapons load crew team chief, 
inspects an AIM-9 Sidewinder 
missile during the 3rd Quarter 
F-15 Load Crew of the Quarter 
Competition at Kadena Air 
Base, July 15. The competition 
tests load crews’ abilities to load 
munitions in a safe, reliable, and 
timely manner. 

   Airman 1st Class David Somers, 
44th Aircraft Maintenance 
weapons load crew team 
member, left, Staff Sgt. Gabriel 
Gomez, 44th AMU weapons 
load crew team chief, center, and 
Airman 1st Class Jacob Herald, 
44th AMU weapons load crew 
team member, right, pose with the 
trophy after winning the F-15 Load 
Crew of the Quarter Competition 
at Kadena Air Base, July 15.

^
^

(U.S. Air Force photos by Airman 1st Class Tylir Meyer) 

(U.S. Air Force photos by Airman 1st Class Sebastian Romawac) 

 18th MUNS replenishes 
Kadena’s arsenal

A cargo ship from the Military 
Surface Deployment and 
Distribution Command is staged 
to receive shipments of munitions 
during an annual inventory 
restock in Okinawa, July 12. 
This multi-service operation 
included over 120 personnel 
from the U.S. Air Force, Army, 
Navy, Marine Corps and local 
Japanese contractors that took 
part in realigning the munitions 
stockpile within the Pacific 
theater by moving and organizing 
over 350,000 pounds of explosive 
munitions within 48 hours.

^Staff Sgt. Adan Rivera-Castro, left, 18th Munitions Squadron 
stockpile management supervisor, and Senior Airman Eric New, right, 
18th MUNS stockpile management technician, prepare a container of 
munitions for shipment during an annual inventory restock at Kadena Air 
Base, July 12. Outgoing real world and simulated munitions shipments 
were washed off in order to prevent invasive species from traveling on 
the container to other military installations worldwide.

^Morikazu Ikehara, 18th Munitions Squadron forklift operator, lifts 
a palette of GBU-39 small diameter bombs for transport to a storage 
facility during an annual inventory restock at Kadena Air Base, July 
13. Every year, the 18th MUNS ships out and receives real world and 
simulation munitions during their annual inventory restock in order to 
replace munitions that are due for maintenance inspections. 
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By Kelley Schlitt   
U.S. Air Force International Health Specialists
7/15/2022 - FALLS CHURCH, Va. — 
The Cope North 2022 exercise in Guam 
marked a decade of Indo-Pacific security 
cooperation between Japan, Australia and 
the United States, and an opportunity to 
modernize training for the future.
 Cope North tests how well medics from 
the three nations operate during challeng-
ing scenarios, and to strengthen partner-
ships.
 “Large exercises like Cope North pro-
vide an opportunity to prepare for future 
missions that will require us to work seam-
lessly with partner nations,” said Lt. Col. 
Cherielynne Gabriel, Pacific Air Forces In-
ternational Health Specialist team lead. “We 
have to practice using each other’s equip-
ment and communicating under difficult 
circumstances, to be ready to save lives 
when it counts.”

Agile Combat Employment
 Knowing that future contingencies will 
be unlike the past, International Health 
Specialist coordinators focused on integrat-
ing Agile Combat Employment concepts in 
the exercise. ACE doctrine, which was ap-
proved in December by Air Force Chief of 
Staff Gen. CQ Brown, Jr., emphasizes sus-
taining a competitive advantage in a con-
tested environment.
 ACE decentralizes command and con-
trol in a situation where communication is 
interrupted, and higher-level support is lim-
ited. It empowers Airmen and increases the 
speed of maneuvering dispersed assets and 
personnel.
 Decentralization helps address the chal-

lenges of operating across a vast ocean dot-
ted with islands. Agreements with partner 
nations to share resources aids in develop-
ing a network that can continue working to-
gether or independently if one or more of its 
components is disconnected.
 “To put ACE into practice during the ex-
ercise, the United States operated the main 
hub on Guam while the Royal Austra-
lian Air Force operated two spokes on oth-
er islands with expeditionary medical sup-
port facilities,” said Lt. Col. Nelson Pacheco, 
international health specialist and Cope 
North 2022 lead medical planner. “Each of 
the treatment facilities would be able to con-
tinue patient movement operations in the 
case of losing support from the main hub.”
 The tools medics use must also work in 
disconnected locations. For the first time in 
Cope North, medics used the Battlefield As-
sisted Trauma Distributed Observation Kit. 
BATDOK, developed by the Air Force Re-
search Laboratory’s 711th Human Perfor-
mance Wing, is a smartphone application 
that assists medics in collecting vital signs 
and helps guide them when delivering care.
 “BATDOK is a powerful tool to support 
adoption of Agile Combat Employment 
concepts,” Pacheco said. “Even when com-
munication is down, it still provides medics 
with access to customized, digitized medi-
cal standard of care guidelines and proce-
dures when they need it most. Our partner 
nations were interested in further adoption 
and integration of this innovative technolo-
gy that can enable [medics] to function be-
yond the capabilities of their primary spe-
cialties.”
 ACE emphasizes developing multi-capa-
ble Airmen with multiple qualifications or 

skillsets. This is one example of how ACE 
is supporting Joint All Domain Operations, 
a warfighting blueprint that leverages inte-
gration of forces and flexibility. Cross-func-
tional teams enable a more agile force with a 
smaller footprint to maintain continued op-
erations.
 Agility and flexibility of Airmen is also 
important during patient movement where 
medics must adapt and take advantage of 
“vehicles of opportunity” to transfer a pa-
tient from the point of injury to receive 
emergency medical treatment. To put this 
into practice, medics conducted a casualty 
evacuation on an aircraft not used during 
Cope North before.
 “Medics encountered an unfamiliar part-
ner nation aircraft that is not usually ded-
icated to patient movement. This provided 
an opportunity to practice casualty evacu-
ation in a real-world type of scenario,” Ga-
briel said. “Military medics must be flexible 
and capable enough to collaborate in un-
usual and unplanned ways.”

Cope North’s Future
 Because of Cope North’s value in exe-
cuting the combatant command campaign 
plan, planners are increasing expedition-
ary medical activities in future iterations 
by broadening scenarios to expand Criti-
cal Care Air Transport interoperability and 
working with the special forces community 
to leverage their latest equipment and pro-
cedures. In addition, planners aim to ex-
pand multinational participation as regional 
allies and partners transition from observ-
ers to participants.
 “Investing in our partnerships in the In-
do-Pacific is essential to implement Agile 
Combat Employment,” said Col. Susan Mo-
ran, Pacific Air Forces command surgeon. 
“In times of crisis, the United States does not 
respond alone. Our network of alliances and 
partnerships remain the backbone of global 
security. Together we are stronger.”
 Moran stressed that Cope North is not 
just an exercise, but a rehearsal.
 “We value multi-lateral exercises such as 
Cope North to validate our … team’s readi-
ness. We appreciate the opportunity to learn 
from and with our partners as we continue 
to advance our medical capabilities. Togeth-
er our goal is to deter aggression, maintain 
stability, and ensure a free and open In-
do-Pacific.”
 Cope North is an annual large-force em-
ployment, aerial-combat and humanitar-
ian assistance and disaster relief exercise, 
designed to improve partner nation cooper-
ation, boosting readiness of the participants 
to conduct contingency operations together. 
Australia was added as a participant in 2012, 
and medical observers from 13 countries at-
tended in 2022.

Air Force focuses on future of Indo-Pacific 
alliances, Agile Combat Employment

^A Japan Air Self-Defense Force (Koku-Jieitai) medic 
provides simulated medical assistance to an injured Royal 
Australian Air Force aviator on Tinian Island, Northern 
Mariana Islands, during Exercise Cope North 22.

(Defense Department photo by Royal Australian Air Force 
Leading Aircraftman Sam Price)
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By Sgt. Marcos Alvarado 
III MEF Information Group
7/10/2022 - NAHA — Musicians of the III 
Marine Expeditionary Force Band and the 

Southwestern Air Defense Force Band of 
the Japanese Air Self-Defense Force per-
formed a joint big band concert July 10, 
2022 at the Naha Cultural Arts Theater, 

Naha, Okinawa.
 The SWADF Band is the only group 
that organizes big band concerts with-
in the JSDF, focusing mainly on jazz and 
pop. Their III MEF Band counterparts 
specialize in symphonic classics and over-
tures and have performed in a wide vari-
ety of settings.
 Although small groups from the JASDF 
and III MEF Bands have played together 
before; this was the first time the entirety of 
both bands have performed together.
 “We’ve done combined efforts be-
fore with the 15th Brigade Band down 
in Naha… we do an annual concert with 
them and we’ve actually done a few things 
where the JASDF have augmented us,” said 
Chief Warrant Officer 3 Demarius Jackson, 
the Director of the III MEF Band. “One 
or two members of their band will come 
down and we’ll have a giant combined ef-
fort. As far as having a sole III MEF Band 
and JASDF Band combined, this is the first 
time we’ve ever done that.”
 The purpose of the concert was to shine 
a spotlight on both groups’ love of big band 
music and “Tomo Ni” a Japanese phrase for 

togetherness, describing the relationship 
with allies standing together in defense of 
shared values, and peace.
 “It is events like this that really shows the 
enduring friendship between both forces 
and that is something that we try to pro-
mote, that sense of togetherness,” added 
Jackson. 
 The SWADF Band performed first, fol-
lowed by the III MEF Band, and finally the 
two combined. The bands implemented 
trumpets, tubas, drums, and bass guitars, 
playing together as one with moving solos 
in between each combined tune.
 “This is a great opportunity for us,” said 
Staff Sgt. Yukinori Satomi, a member of the 
SWADF Band and the only double bass 
player in the JASDF. “I could learn a lot es-
pecially at this high a level.We want to con-
tinue this relationship and listen to their 
music too.” 
 Service members from both groups 
hoped this concert would be the first of 
many combined concerts in the future. 
 “I can definitely see this being an annu-
al event,” Jackson announced, “I’m looking 
forward to planning it already.”

(U.S. Marine Corps photo by Sgt. Marcos A. Alvarado) 

(U.S. Marine Corps photo by Lance Cpl. Christopher Lape) (U.S. Marine Corps photo by Lance Cpl. Michael Taggart) 

U.S. Marine Corps Cpl. David Gonzalez and Lance Cpl. 
Ashley Chavez, both chemical, biological, radiological, 
and nuclear defense specialists with Command Element, 
31st Marine Expeditionary Unit; mark their location 
with green smoke during a CBRN Response Element 
exercise on Okinawa, July 13. A CRE-EX tests CBRN’s 
ability to respond to different operations, including 
investigating clandestine labs, containing chemical 
munitions, and countering weapons of mass destruction 
while performing reconnaissance, decontamination, and 
rapid insertion for casualties. 

III MEF Band Performs Joint Jazz Concert with SWADF Band

V33 Close Air Support
U.S. Navy Hospital Corpsman Mitchell 
Pitney (left) and Marine Corps 1st Lt. 
Cole Patton, an infantry officer with 3d 
Battalion, 3d Marines, prepare to board 
a CH-53E Super Stallion with Marine 
Heavy Helicopter Squadron (HMLA) 361 
in support of a close air support (CAS) 
training exercise on Camp Futenma, 
July 14. 3/3’s Joint Terminal Aircraft 
Controllers conducted CAS training to 
hone their proficiency in coordinating 
precision fires from aircraft. 3/3 is forward 
deployed in the Indo-Pacific under 4th 
Marines, 3d Marine Division as part of the 
Unit Deployment Program.

^The III Marine Expeditionary Force Band and the Southwestern Air Defense Force Band perform during a joint big band 
concert at the Naha Cultural Arts Theater, Naha, July 10.
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By Commander, 
U.S. 3rd Fleet 
6/29/2022 - JOINT BASE 
PEARL HARBOR HICK-
AM, HI — The U.S. Navy 
launched the 28th edition 
of the biennial Rim of the 
Pacific (RIMPAC), the 
world’s largest internation-
al maritime exercise, today. 
 Twenty-six nations, 
38 surface ships, four sub-
marines, nine national land 
forces, more than 30 un-
manned systems, approximate-
ly 170 aircraft and more than 25,000 
personnel will train and operate in and 
around the Hawaiian Islands and Southern Cali-
fornia, June 29 to Aug. 4.
 Following RIMPAC’s theme of Capable Adap-
tive Partners, RIMPAC forces will exercise a wide 
range of capabilities, projecting the inherent flex-
ibility of maritime forces and helping to promote 
a free and open Indo-Pacific.
 RIMPAC 2022 Commander, Vice Admiral 
Michael Boyle, welcomed participants during 
a kick-off gathering of leaders from across the 
RIMPAC force.
 “By coming together as Capable, Adaptive 
Partners, and in the scale that we are, we are 
making a statement about our commitment to 
work together, to foster and sustain those rela-
tionships that are critical to ensuring the safety of 
the sea lanes and the security of the world’s inter-
connected oceans,” said Boyle. “This is also how 
we find the areas where our national objectives 
overlap, where we can practice the procedures 
that will help to enable our interchangeability –
the nexus of national will and interoperability.” 
 Royal Canadian Navy Rear Adm. Christopher 
Robinson will serve as deputy commander of the 
CTF, Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force Rear 
Adm. Toshiyuki Hirata as the vice command-
er, and Fleet Marine Force will be led by U.S. Ma-
rine Corps Brig. Gen. Joseph Clearfield. Other 
key leaders of the multinational force will include 

Commodore Paul O’Grady of the Roy-
al Australian Navy, who will com-

mand the maritime component, 
and Brig. Gen. Mark Goulden 

of the Royal Canadian Air 
Force, who will command 
the air component.
 For the first time, the 
Republic of Korea Rear 
Adm. Sangmin An will 
serve as the Command-

er of Combined Task Force 
(CTF) 176, RIMPAC’s am-

phibious task force. Republic of 
Singapore Navy Col. Kwan Hon 

Chuong will serve as the Sea Com-
bat Commander for CTF 176, and Royal 

Australian Navy Capt. Michael Osborn CSM will 
serve as the Sea Logistics Commander, CTF 173. 
 This marks the first time the newly com-
missioned Royal Australian Navy Supply Class 
Auxiliary Oiler Replenishment ship HMAS 
Supply will participate in an international ex-
ercise, carrying-out replenishments at seas with 
participating navies.
 This year’s exercise program will include 
gunnery, missile, anti-submarine and air de-
fense exercises, as well as amphibious, count-
er-piracy, mine clearance, explosive ordnance 
disposal, diving and salvage operations. Addi-
tionally, the exercise will also introduce space 
and cyber operations for all partner nations.
 “It’s great to see the exercise return to the 
scale that we have seen in previous years, en-
abling the combined forces of our 26 partner 
and allied nations to work together and learn 
from each other,” said RIMPAC CTF Deputy 
Commander Rear Adm. Christopher Robinson 
of the Royal Canadian Navy.
 “We are each maritime nations and we rely 
on each other to help keep our sea lanes free and 
open. 
 “RIMPAC provides us with the opportunity to 
grow and refine our individual and combined abil-
ities, and our joint capacity to contribute to securi-
ty in the Indo-Pacific region. This helps us all.”

(U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class 
Elisha Smith) 

(U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Javier Reyes) 

(U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 
Seaman Leon Vonguyen) 

(Photo by Royal Australian Navy Leading Seaman 
Ernesto Sanchez) 

 (U.S. Marine Corps photo by Lance Cpl. 
Haley Fourmet Gustavsen) 

(U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 
3rd Class Kassandra Alanis) 

RIMPAC 2022 Officially Starts

    From left, Chilean Navy frigate CNS 
Almirante Lynch (FF 07), Indian Navy 
guided-missile frigate INS Satpura (F48) 
and Zumwalt-class destroyer USS Michael 
Monsoor (DDG-1001) sail in formation behind 
Henry J. Kaiser-class fleet replenishment 
oiler USNS Pecos (T-AO 197), July 14. 

Sailors observe 
as a Strike Fighter 
Squadron (VFA) 14 
F/A-18E Super Hornet 
prepares to make an 
arrested landing on 
the flight deck of the 
Nimitz-class aircraft 
carrier USS Abraham 
Lincoln (CVN 72), July 
14, Pacific Ocean.

Mexican Naval Infantry patrol the beach after 
landing with combat rubber raiding crafts during 
an amphibious operations training with the U.S. 
Marine Corps at Bellows Beach, July 15.

Royal Australian Navy Sub-Lt. Joshua Gordan 
from Royal Australian Navy auxiliary oiler 
replenishment ship HMAS Supply (A 195) takes 
JMSDF personnel from JMSDF helicopter 
destroyer JS Izumo (DDH-183) on a tour of 
Supply, July 7, Pearl Harbor.

United States, Canadian, and Republic of Korea 
aircraft sit at Marine Corps Air Station Kaneohe 
Bay, Hawaii, July 10.

Rear Adm. J.T. Anderson, commander, Carrier 
Strike Group 3, speaks with leaders from the 
Republic of India in the hangar bay aboard Nimitz-
class aircraft carrier USS Abraham Lincoln (CVN 
72), July 12. 

^



NOTICE 
Voting Office Federal Post Card 
Application Annual Review
It’s time to update your voter registration 
information: All service members and their 
voting-age family members who want to 
vote are encouraged to fill out and submit a 
Federal Post Card Application (FPCA) form 
immediately. You can complete the form 
online at https://www.fvap.gov/fpca-privacy-
notice or https://www.gsa.gov/forms-library/
voter-registration-and-absentee-ballot-
request-federal-post-card-application-fpca 
or stop by the A&FRC, Bldg 220, for a copy 
to place in the mail. You are also encouraged 
to visit www.fvap.gov select your state 
and subscribe so you can keep up-to-date 
of any election activity in your state. For 
more information, contact the Kadena AB 
Installation Voting Office at vote.kadena@
us.af.mil or call 634-3366.

Shogun Inn Lodging Information PCS 
with Pets
With regards to PCS with PET in Temporary 
Lodging Facility (TLF) we would like to provide 
the following information to all inbound guests 
and guests' sponsors needing stay in Shogun 
Inn Lodging.  PET TLF will be blocked under 
renovations beginning Oct 3 to Mid Dec. 
Any pets needing quarantine inbound will 
need to coordinate with both off base and on 
base (Karing Kennels) pet boarding facilities 
during renovations. All SOFA ID card holders 
are required to check in at their clinic within 
72 hours of the pet’s arrival to process the 
quarantine paperwork. The military veterinary 
treatment facility is located in Bldg. 731 
and can be reached at DSN: 966-7593 or 
okinawavetclinic@gmail.com
• Army Veterinary Treatment Facility Bldg. 
731. Mon, Tue, Thu, & Fri from 8 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. Wed from 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Sat & Sun 
Closed. Last duty day of each month closes 
at noon.

• Karing Kennels - Boarding Facility Bldg. 
4065. DSN: 966-7339. Open Daily from 10 
a.m. to 6 p.m. For more information, contact 
Patrick Garza at 632-1010.

Suicide Prevention Training & Sexual 
Assault Prevention and Response 
Training
2022 Annual Suicide Prevention Training and 
Sexual Assault Prevention and Response 
Training will be held at the Keystone Theatre 
twice each date from 10 - 11:30 a.m. / 2 - 3:30 
p.m., July 7, 11, 13, 19, 21, 25 & 27.  Questions 
or concerns, contact Nicole Moss at nicole.
moss.6@us.af.mil or call 634-4870 / 1st Lt. 
Joshua Surver at joshua.surver.1@us.af.mil or 
call 634-7721.

How to File a Complaint with IG
If you believe you are unable to resolve your 
complaint through supervisory channels, 
you may seek IG assistance to determine 
if the complaint should be filed with the IG. 
Anyone can file a complaint if they reasonably 
believe there is Fraud, Waste or Abuse (FWA) 
or that inappropriate conduct has occurred 
in violation of law, policy, procedures, or 
regulation. To begin the process, you can 
complete the personnel data information 
on an AF Form 102 and briefly outline the 
facts and relevant information related to 
the issue or complaint. List the allegations 
of wrongdoing briefly, in general terms and 
provide supporting narrative detail and 
documents later, when interviewed by an 
IG person. Allegations should be written as 
bullets and should answer who committed 
the violation; what violation was committed; 
what law, regulation, procedures, or 
policy was violated; when did the violation 
occur.  Help is available: Email us at 18wg.
igqcomplaintsinquiries@us.af.mil  (18th WG/
IGQ Complaints & Inquiries) or call your 
Kadena IG office at 634-7622, 634-0442, or 
634-1109 located in Building 92.

INFORMATION
Airmen Against Drunk Driving
Airmen Against Drunk Driving operates every 
Friday and Saturday night from 9 p.m. to 1 
a.m. within 3 miles of Kadena Air Base.For 
a ride, call 098-961-2233 or message us on 
Facebook at Kadena AB A2D2.　To volunteer 
to drive for AADD, you may find the link to 
our sign-up page on Facebook at Kadena AB 
A2D2.　For more information, contact Senior 
Airman Chester Hill at 634-5962.

Public Affairs Photo Studio
The Public Affairs photo studio is open 
Mon - Thurs from 9 - 11 a.m. and 1 - 4 
p.m. Appointments are available in half-
hour increments. *Award, bio or package 
submission photos are scheduled on Monday 
- Wednesday. *Full-length photos are only 
available on Thursday. Official Passport 
photos are by appointment only on Monday 
- Friday, and require a letter or voucher from 
your UDM or the passport office.  Photos 
are for official use only. For more questions 
or scheduling, please call at 634-4013 / 634-
3813.

Kadena and Camp Foster Emergency 
Numbers
Kadena Fire Emergency Services reminds 
everyone to program their cell phones 
with the emergency numbers. To report an 
emergency on Kadena via cell, dial 098-934-
5911, and from an office phone, dial 911. For 
Camp Foster via cell, dial 098-911-1911, or 
from an office phone, dial 911.

WIC Overseas Program
WIC Overseas is a supplemental nutrition 
program designed for pregnant, postpartum, 
and breastfeeding women, infants and 
children up to the age of 5. As a WIC 
Overseas participant, you can receive 
nutrition education in the form of individual 
counseling and group classes, breastfeeding 

support, supplemental foods such as milk, 
juice, cheese, cereal, eggs and fresh fruits 
and vegetables, and referrals to other health 
care agencies. For more information and to 
check financial/residential eligibility, visit or 
call the WIC Overseas office nearest you.
Kadena Air Base: (Bldg. 428) at 632-9427 or 
632-6223; off base, call: 098-938-1111, then 
632-9427/6223.
Camp Foster: (Bldg. 5717) at 645-9419; off 
base, call: 098-970-9419.
Camp Courtney: (Bldg. 4408) at 622-9424; off 
base, call: 098-954-9424.
Camp Kinser: (Bldg. 107, Room 121) at 637-
4899; off base, call: 098-970-5555.

The Wired Bean’s Ohana Nights
Every 1st, 3rd, and 5th Thursday of the month 
is Ohana Night at the Wired Bean (Bldg. 
612). Various organizations around the base 
prepare home cooked meals for our E1 - E4 
unaccompanied service members. The free 
food and drinks are available while supplies 
last.　For more information, contact Melissa 
Rafferty at 634-1288.

Kadena Air Base Chapel Worship 
Opportunities
The Kadena Air Base Chapels offer a 
multitude of Worship Opportunities.
• Catholic Sunday Mass at Chapel 1, from 8 
a.m. to noon.
• Protestant Worship Services on Sunday.
1. Traditional at Chapel 2, start at 9 a.m.
2. Contemporary at Chapel 1, start at 10 a.m.
3. Gospel at Chapel 3, start at 11 a.m.
• Jewish Services at Chapel 2, start at 6:15 
p.m. on Fridays.
• Buddhist Services at Chapel 2, start at 7 
p.m. every 4th Wednesday.
• Norse Pagan Services at Chapel 2, from 10 
a.m. to noon on Saturday.
For more information, contact Airman 1st 
Class Mary Hanna at 634-1288.
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Typhoon and Tsunami Readiness 
Booth
The Kadena Office of Emergency 
Management will be hosting a Typhoon and 
Tsunami readiness booth at the Kadena BX 
July 19, and the Kadena Commissary July 21 
from 10 a.m. noon. Please stop by and ensure 
you and your family are prepared for Typhoons 
and Tsunamis. For more information, contact 
Kadena Office of Emergency Management at 
634-4404.

Think Before You Drink
Don’t become a statistic. Think before you 
drink. Don’t drive – call a ride.  For a safe ride 
home call these numbers: Kadena Taxi at 
098-970-8888(option 8). Panda Taxi (off base) 
098-937-8989. Daiko 098-932-4035.
 
UPCOMING EVENTS
18th MUNS Tri-Annual Munitions 
Inventory
The 18th Munitions Squadron will be 
conducting a Tri-Annual, wall-to-wall 
inventory within the Munitions Storage 
Area from August 7 to 12. The 47 munitions 

custody accounts across Team Kadena are 
asked to schedule any required support 
around these dates. There will be a limited 
support capacity for any unscheduled events. 
For more information, contact Tech. Sgt. 
Christian Afaisen at 632-5233.

75th Air Force Ball
This year’s celebration will be hosted 
September 10 at the Rocker Enlisted Club. 
Tickets on sale soon, please like and follow our 
Facebook page for event updates. Facebook: 
Kadena Air Force Ball #KABDiamondJubilee  
For more information, contact Master Sgt. 
Miles Gravage at 634-2878.
 
Spouse Academy
A two day workshop is planned for July 28 - 29 
at the Airman & Family Readiness Center from 
8 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Day one will be focused on 
self–care. Day two is focused on everything 
to know about spouse employment. For more 
information or sign-up, visit: www.tockify.
com/kadenaafrc/pinboard or contact Karma 
Simmons at 634-3366.

Top 3 Monthly Meeting
The Kadena Top 3 Monthly Meeting will be 
held July 28 at 11 a.m. at the Rocker Enlisted 
Club Lounge. All SNCOs and SNCO-selects 

are welcome to attend. A light lunch is 
available for all dues-paying members. 
For more information, contact Master Sgt. 
Kristian Johnson at 634-2073.
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