Eagle
soars for
50th year
By Senior Airman Yosselin Perla
18th Wing Public Affairs

7/27/2022 - KADENA AIR BASE — Created
during a time of much needed skill and innovation, the F-15 Eagle remains undefeated in
combat with over 100 air-to-air victories and
zero air-to-air losses. This year marks the 50th
anniversary of the Eagle’s first flight.
Dating back to the Vietnam War era, the
U.S. needed an aircraft that could go up against
the MiG-25 Foxbat. The McDonnell Douglas
Corporation answered the call with the roll out
of the F-15 Eagle on June 26, 1972, with its first
flight taking off only a month later.
“After its first flight was completed, the F-15
became a part of the U.S. Air Force inventory in
1974,” said James D’Angina, 18th Wing historian. “On September 29, 1979, the 18th Tactical
Fighter Wing, now the 18th Wing, received 16
F-15’s assigned to the 67th Fighter Squadron.
We were the first to receive the F-15 Eagle in
the Pacific Theater.”
The F-15 Eagle is an all-weather, extremely
maneuverable, tactical fighter designed to
permit the U.S. Air Force to gain and maintain
air supremacy over the battlefield.Throughout
the last 50 years, it has done just that.
The F-15 Eagle supported various conflicts throughout the Middle East, including
Operation Desert Storm in the Persian Gulf,
operations Southern Watch, Provide Comfort
in Turkey, Allied Force in Bosnia, Enduring
Freedom in Afghanistan and Iraqi Freedom in
Iraq.
Here in the Pacific Theater, the F-15C Eagle
plays a crucial role ensuring a free-and-open
Indo-Pacific. The 67th and 44th Fighter Squadrons at Kadena Air Base are the only U.S. air
superiority specialists in the Pacific that fly the
F-15C Eagle.

“Kadena is located in the Keystone of the
Pacific and we are able to showcase airpower
anytime and anywhere,” said U.S. Air Force
Capt. Patrick Sullivan, 44th Fighter Squadron
F-15C Eagle pilot. “This not only acts as a
deterrent but also helps ensure freedom of
navigation in the Pacific area of responsibility,
as well as reaffirms our commitment to our
partners and allies.”
Bilateral training with the Japan Air
Self-Defense Force reinforces the U.S. and
Japan alliance and fosters an environment to
produce a more lethal and effective fighting
force.
“Training with the JASDF synergizes efforts
to seamlessly execute joint operation plans
as well as build interpersonal relationships
with our allies,” Sullivan explained. “Building
camaraderie amongst our local partners allows
us to learn from each other and overall become
a more cohesive joint force.”
Despite its age, the F-15 Eagle remains relevant amongst newer aircraft. A key factor to
the Eagle still flying proudly for half a century
lies in the hands of the maintainers who work
around the clock to ensure the jets are able
to take off, as well as the pilots who push the
aircraft’s capabilities to their limits.
“The Eagle may be a legacy platform,
but over the years it has received numerous
upgrades to keep it in the game,” Sullivan said.
“It’s a unique combat platform that is highly
adaptable. Not only does it have high-end sensors and weapons, but it also has a fuel load that
allows us to project combat power throughout
the entire area of responsibility. The people
that help support the jet have been amazing in
keeping it flying for so long, and the pilots have
been able to evolve tactics over time to keep up
with the current threats we may face.”

An F-15C Eagle assigned to the 67th Fighter
Squadron, Kadena Air Base, flies over the
Pacific Ocean, during exercise Cope North
22, Feb. 10, 2022.
(U.S. Air Force photo by Tech. Sgt. Matthew Lotz)

An air-to-air left side view of an RF4C Phantom II aircraft and two F-15
Eagle aircraft, assigned to the 18th
Tactical Fighter Wing, flying over
the Soviet Kiev-class aircraft carrier
Minsk during Exercise Ostfriesland
II, Pacific Ocean, Feb. 9, 1983.
(Courtesy DoD photo by Staff Sgt. Steve McGill)

An F-15C Eagle flies over Saudi Arabia while participating in
a large formation exercise, Sept. 10, 2020.
(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Duncan C. Bevan)

F-15C Eagles fly in formation over the East China Sea Dec. 11, 2018, during
a routine training exercise out of Kadena Air Base. Both the 44th and 67th
Fighter Squadrons at Kadena Air Base play a unique role in securing peace
and stability in a free and open Indo-Pacific with their F-15C/D capabilities.
(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Matthew Seefeldt)
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18 CMS
Propulsion
flight keeps
the Eagles
in the fight

A Kadena Youth Center student
explains his design idea to his team
at the Innovation Lab on Kadena Air
Base, July 26.

AUGUST 5, 2022
Airmen assigned to the 18th
Component Maintenance Squadron
conduct inspections on an F-15C
Eagle engine at Kadena Air Base,
July 22.

^

^

(U.S. Air Force photos by Senior Airman Jessi Roth)

Airman 1st Class Dalton Crew, 18th
Component Maintenance Squadron
aerospace propulsion journeyman,
conducts an exhaust inspection on an
F-15C Eagle engine after a test cell
run at Kadena Air Base, July 22.

Senior Airman Dustin Ship, 18th
Component Maintenance Squadron
aerospace propulsion journeyman,
conducts final inspections on an
F-15C Eagle engine at Kadena Air
Base, July 22.

(U.S. Air Force photos by Airman Alexis Redin)

^A team of Kadena Youth Center students
work to create the tallest tower in their class on
Kadena Air Base, July 26. The spaghetti tower
competition was one of three stations at the
STEM event held at the Innovation Lab Spark
Cell. The competition encouraged creativity,
critical thinking and teamwork.

^Tech. Sgt. Justin Sprinkel, Wing Innovation
Lab NCOIC , prepares to test a fall-proof
container in an egg-drop competition at the
Innovation Lab Spark Cell at Kadena Air Base,
July 26.

18th Security Forces Squadron defenders
clear a room while Staff Sgt. Aaron Slye,
18th SFS training instructor, observes
during an active shooter training exercise on
Kadena Air Base, July 22. 18th SFS training
instructors are responsible for ensuring 18th
SFS defenders are proficient in providing
proper force protection and asset security
in order to support the 18th Wing mission of
maintaining a free and open Indo-Pacific.

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Sebastian Romawac)

Monkeypox declared public health emergency
What Airmen and Guardians need to know

By Air Force Surgeon
General Public Affairs

7/28/2022 - FALLS CHURCH, Va. — The
World Health Organization declared monkeypox a public health emergency on July
23. With more than 4,000 cases in the United States, Airmen and Guardians should
know the risks and how to stay safe.
Monkeypox is primarily spread from
person-to-person through prolonged close
contact with an infectious rash, scabs or
body fluids, as well as through respiratory
droplets or oral fluids. Additionally, spread
can also occur through the handling of objects such as bedding or clothing belonging
to a person with a known infection.
Vaccine and Treatment
The Food and Drug Administration has
approved vaccine for monkeypox, however
it is in limited supply in the United States.
The Department of Defense is working
with the Centers for Disease Control and

Prevention to ensure all service members,
stateside and overseas, have the vaccine
within 24 to 48 hours.
Members who have questions and concerns, or want to know their vaccine eligibility should contact their military treatment facility. Patients who receive care
outside of the MTF should contact their local provider.
The current guidance on who can get
vaccinated prioritizes those who are a
known contact identified through public health contact tracing, as well as those
who have had sexual contact in the last 14
days with an individual who was infected
or had multiple sexual partners in the past
14 days in an area with known monkeypox
cases. Additionally, those whose jobs may
expose them to monkeypox, such as laboratory workers who handle monkeypox
specimens, are advised to receive the vaccine.
“If you believe you fall into one of these

categories, then you need to quickly reach
out to your provider to get assessed and
confirm the need for the vaccine,” said Lt.
Col. David Sayers, Chief, Preventive Medicine, Air Force Medical Readiness Agency.
Airmen and Guardians should seek
medical care immediately if they believe
they have come in close contact with someone with a known infection or have a suspected infection themselves.
“Please do not wait to seek medical attention if you believe you are infected or a
close contact,” said Sayers. “While the current outbreak has mostly been seen among
men, anyone can be at risk of getting infected. Children, pregnant women and people
who are immunocompromised are most at
risk of severe complications should they become infected.”
Isolation is recommended for the duration of the illness if an individual is confirmed to have monkeypox. Treatment is
primarily supportive care to treat the pain,

(Courtesy graphic)

rash, fever and body aches, especially for
young, healthy individuals. Currently, there
are no specific medications licensed to treat
monkeypox.
Symptoms
The most prominent monkeypox symptom includes a rash that classically starts
on the face and distributes to the extremities. In the current outbreak, the rash has
been found to be distributed mostly to the
genital area in some people. Symptoms also
include fever, body aches, swollen lymph
nodes and fatigue.
The time from infection to the presentation of symptoms is usually seven to 14
days, but may range from five to 21 days total.
“The rash goes through stages where
it shows up as a pimple and evolves into a
pustule. That pustule then opens up and
scabs over before healing,” said Sayers.

Published by Eight Co., Ltd. a private firm in no way connected with the U.S. Air Force, under exclusive written contract with the 18th Wing. The civilian enterprise Air Force newspaper is an authorized publication for members of the U.S. military services overseas. Contents of Samurai Gate are not necessarily the
official views of, or endorsed by, the U.S. government, the Department of Defense, the Department of the Air Force or Eight Co. Ltd. of the products or services advertised. The appearance of advertising in this publication, including inserts or supplements, does not constitute endorsement by the Department of
Defense, the Department of the Air Force or Eight Co. Ltd. of the products or services advertised. Everything advertised in this publication shall be made
available for purchase or patronage without regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, marital status, physical handicap, political affiliation or
any other non-merit factor of the purchaser, user or patron. For commercial advertising, inquiry, send an email to kadena.samuraigate@gmail.com
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NMCB-4 builds on
US, UK, AUS trilateral training
NMCB-3 deployment
By Petty Officer 2nd
Class Douglas Parker

Naval Mobile Construction Battalion 4

7/28/2022 - CAMP SHIELDS — U.S. Naval
Mobile Construction Battalion (NMCB) 4 assumed command of naval construction operations as Commander Task Unit, 75.5.1 from
NMCB-3 in the Indo-Pacific region during
a relief in place/transfer of authority (RIP/
TOA) ceremony at Camp Shields in Okinawa, July 5.
This RIP/TOA marked the official completion of NMCB-3’s deployment in the region and the beginning of NMCB-4’s. During
the ceremony, Cmdr. LaKeeva B Gunderson,
commanding officer, NMCB-3, spoke to the
battalion’s accomplishments throughout their
six-month deployment.
“You all [NMCB-3] accessed locations that
had zero US military presence, you built open
and trusting relationships through working
with the local Governments, military, and citizens of each country; and you provided logistical support and coordination that tied
directly to the 9Rs and to enabling our warfighters; further protecting our assets, facilities, as well as our joint, allied, and partner
forces.” said Gunderson.
Such deployments as the regularly scheduled NMCB deployments, are seeing continued and more frequent collaboration between
the U.S., its allies such as Japan, and numerous partner nations through the Indo-Pacific.
Seabees use the constant joint force presence
in the region to strengthen the seamless integration of multi domain operations which incorporate all branches of the DOD to accomplish common mission tasking.
Gunderson remarked that the accomplishments of her battalion saw significant

involvement and buy in from key strategic
groups in the region who have continued to
work collectively towards common goals.
“This deployment provided the opportunity for interoperability and complementary support that resulted in stronger alliances
with our joint forces.” Gunderson said. “Our
Marine Corps, Army, and Air Force brethren
from US, Japan, and Korea were instrumental in the training and exercises we conducted together as we all became more agile, light,
and ready.”
Capt. Troy M. Brown, commanding officer, NMCB-4, says the battalion plans to participate in multilateral and multinational exercises throughout the Indo-Pacific region.
Seabees with NMCB-4 are scheduled to construct fleet-relevant infrastructure and enable
fleet maneuver from the littorals.
“We will leverage our pioneering spirit as
we serve as the stand-in engineering force;
ready at a moment’s notice to resupply, repair, rearm, and refuel from the littorals.”
Brown said. “We are ready to answer the call
to enable Fleet maneuver throughout the Pacific, with highly motivated Seabees serving
throughout the Indo-Pacific, and for the first
time ever, alongside Marine Expeditionary
Units aboard the U.S.S. Tripoli, Rushmore,
and New Orleans.“
Homeported out of Port Hueneme, California, NMCB-4 has more than ten detail
sites deployed throughout the U.S. Indo-Pacific area of operations. NMCB-4, nicknamed the “Pioneers’, plan to continue the
work Cmdr. Gunderson and NMCB-3 have
accomplished, building on partnerships
with friendly forces and allies, helping to aid
in continuing to enable a free and open Indo-Pacific.

Royal Australian Air Force, U.S. Air Force and Royal Air Force leadership stand together in front of an RC-135 at
Kadena Air Base, July 22. This sortie was the first in the Pacific region to include U.S., U.K., and Australian service
members, demonstrating our strong alliance and increasing our ability to maintain a free and open Indo-Pacific.
(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Stephen Pulter)

(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Leon Redfern)

Airmen and Marines from Misawa Air Base, Andersen Air Force Base, Kadena Air Base and Marine Corps Air Station
Iwakuni gather to disarm a suicide vest on a volunteer during a field training exercise at Draughon Range near Misawa
Air Base, July 20. The exercise was conducted entirely on Draughon Range, a premiere air-to-ground training site, to
simulate living and performing explosive ordnance disposal duties within austere locations.
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To submit an announcement for the base bulletin, please visit www.kadena.af.mil

NOTICE

18th Wing Talent Show

The 18th Wing Talent Show is planned for August 27 from
6 – 9 p.m. at the Rocker Enlisted Club. ・Showcase the
many talented Airmen from Shogun Nation. ・Encourage
networking amongst people from different professions.
Provide a much needed sense of community following a
2-year pandemic. For more information, contact Airman
1st Class Izaiah Parker at 634-7038.

Kadena ACE: Subcommittees
Interviews

Are you looking to make an impact and excel? Do you
need volunteer hours? Look no further than joining
Kadena ACE; we are looking for highly motivated
individuals to join our subcommittees. For more
information, contact Senior Airman Carla Gonzalez at
634-8969 or email carla.gonzalez.1@us.af.mil

SAPR Volunteer Victim Advocate
Interest Open House and Recruitment

Interested in becoming a SAPR Volunteer Victim
Advocate (VVA)? Learn about our program from staff
and current VVAs at our Q&A and information session.
SAPR Office Building 128 / VVA Open House Dates/
Time: August 10: from 4 - 4:30 p.m. / August 11: from
9:30 - 10 a.m. / August 15: from noon - 12:30 p.m. The
last 40 hours initial SAPR VVA training will be from
September 26 - 30. Please refer to the SharePoint
link below for more information on the items required
and the application process to become a SAPR VVA.
Victim Advocate Application: https://usaf.dps.mil/sites/
kadena/18WG/WSA/SAPR/Volunteer%20Victim%20
Advocate%20Application/Forms/AllItems.aspx
For
more information, contact SAPR Office at 634-0180.

How to File a Complaint with IG

If you believe you are unable to resolve your complaint
through supervisory channels, you may seek IG
assistance to determine if the complaint should be
filed with the IG. Anyone can file a complaint if they
reasonably believe there is Fraud, Waste or Abuse
(FWA) or that inappropriate conduct has occurred in
violation of law, policy, procedures, or regulation. To
begin the process, you can complete the personnel
data information on an AF Form 102 and briefly outline

the facts and relevant information related to the issue
or complaint. List the allegations of wrongdoing briefly,
in general terms and provide supporting narrative detail
and documents later, when interviewed by an IG person.
Allegations should be written as bullets and should
answer who committed the violation; what violation
was committed; what law, regulation, procedures, or
policy was violated; when did the violation occur. Help
is available: Email us at 18wg.igqcomplaintsinquiries@
us.af.mil (18th WG/IGQ Complaints & Inquiries) or call
your Kadena IG office at 634-7622, 634-0442, or 6341109 located in Building 92.

INFORMATION

Airmen Against Drunk Driving

Airmen Against Drunk Driving operates every Friday
and Saturday night from 9 p.m. to 1 a.m. within 3 miles
of Kadena Air Base.For a ride, call 098-961-2233 or
message us on Facebook at Kadena AB A2D2. To
volunteer to drive for AADD, you may find the link to our
sign-up page on Facebook at Kadena AB A2D2. For
more information, contact Senior Airman Chester Hill at
634-5962.

Public Affairs Photo Studio

The Public Affairs photo studio is open Mon - Thurs
from 9 - 11 a.m. and 1 - 4 p.m. Appointments are
available in half-hour increments. *Award, bio or
package submission photos are scheduled on Monday
- Wednesday. *Full-length photos are only available on
Thursday. Official Passport photos are by appointment
only on Monday - Friday, and require a letter or voucher
from your UDM or the passport office. Photos are for
official use only. For more questions or scheduling,
please call at 634-4013 / 634-3813.

WIC Overseas Program

WIC Overseas is a supplemental nutrition program
designed for pregnant, postpartum, and breastfeeding
women, infants and children up to the age of 5. As a
WIC Overseas participant, you can receive nutrition
education in the form of individual counseling and
group classes, breastfeeding support, supplemental
foods such as milk, juice, cheese, cereal, eggs and fresh
fruits and vegetables, and referrals to other health care
agencies. For more information and to check financial/

residential eligibility, visit or call the WIC Overseas office
nearest you. Kadena Air Base: (Bldg. 428) at 632-9427
or 632-6223; off base, call: 098-938-1111, then 6329427/6223. Camp Foster: (Bldg. 5717) at 645-9419; off
base, call: 098-970-9419. Camp Courtney: (Bldg. 4408)
at 622-9424; off base, call: 098-954-9424. Camp Kinser:
(Bldg. 107, Room 121) at 637-4899; off base, call: 098970-5555.

• Jewish Services at Chapel 2, start at 6:15 p.m. on
Fridays.
• Buddhist Services at Chapel 2, start at 7 p.m. every
4th Wednesday.
• Norse Pagan Services at Chapel 2, from 10 a.m. to
noon on Saturday.
For more information, contact Airman 1st Class Mary
Hanna at 634-1288.

Kadena Air Base Chapel Worship
Opportunities

Kadena and Camp Foster Emergency
Numbers

The Kadena Air Base Chapels offer a multitude of
Worship Opportunities.
• Catholic Sunday Mass at Chapel 1, from 8 a.m. to
noon.
• Protestant Worship Services on Sunday.
1. Traditional at Chapel 2, start at 9 a.m. / 2.
Contemporary at Chapel 1, start at 10 a.m. / 3. Gospel
at Chapel 3, start at 11 a.m.

Kadena Fire Emergency Services reminds everyone to
program their cell phones with the emergency numbers.
To report an emergency on Kadena via cell, dial 098934-5911, and from an office phone, dial 911. For Camp
Foster via cell, dial 098-911-1911, or from an office
phone, dial 911.

AUGUST 5, 2022

The next Samurai Gate will be
newsstands on August 19
The Wired Bean’s Ohana Nights

Every 1st, 3rd, and 5th Thursday of the month is Ohana Night at
the Wired Bean (Bldg. 612). Various organizations around the base
prepare home cooked meals for our E1 - E4 unaccompanied service
members. The free food and drinks are available while supplies last.
For more information, contact Melissa Rafferty at 634-1288.

Think Before You Drink

Don’t become a statistic. Think before you drink. Don’t drive – call
a ride. For a safe ride home call these numbers: Kadena Taxi at
098-970-8888(option 8). Panda Taxi (off base) 098-937-8989. Daiko
098-932-4035.

UPCOMING EVENTS

18th MUNS Tri-Annual Munitions Inventory

The 18th Munitions Squadron will be conducting a Tri-Annual, wallto-wall inventory within the Munitions Storage Area from August 7
to 12. The 47 munitions custody accounts across Team Kadena are
asked to schedule any required support around these dates. There
will be a limited support capacity for any unscheduled events. For
more information, contact Tech. Sgt. Christian Afaisen at 632-5233.
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