
By Staff Sgt. Savannah Waters  
18th Wing Public Affairs   
9/10/2022 - ROYAL AUSTRALIAN AIR 
FORCE BASE DARWIN, Australia — Ap-
proximately 110 U.S. Airmen from Pacific 
Air Forces participated in Exercise Pitch 
Black 2022, the Royal Australian Air Force 
(RAAF) Chief of Air Force’s biennial cap-
stone international engagement activity with 
forces drawn from a wide range of regional, 
coalition and Allied nations. This year, 17 
nations participated in PB22 from Aug. 19 to 
Sept. 8, 2022.
 The exercise focused on the tactical exe-
cution of Large Force Employment Offensive 
Counter Air and Counter Land operations 
in a multi-national coalition environment 
to enhance interoperability among the U.S., 
Australia, Canada, France, Germany, India, 
Indonesia, Japan, Malaysia, Netherlands, 
New Zealand, Philippines, Republic of Korea, 
Singapore, Thailand, United Arab Emirates, 
and United Kingdom forces.
 “The objective of the United States is 
to have a free and open Indo-Pacific for 
all nations within this region,” said U.S. 
Air Force Gen. Ken Wilsbach, Pacific Air 
Forces commander. “The main idea behind 
our strategy in the Indo-Pacific, specifically 
PACAF, is to work with Allies and partners, 
and Pitch Black represents a perfect place for 
our air forces to train together and become 
interoperable.”
 Up to 2,500 personnel and 100 aircraft 
from around the world operated from RAAF 
Darwin and RAAF Tindal to conduct air 
operations in northern Australia, combining 
efforts to better integrate multilateral defense 
capabilities and enhance interoperability.
 Pitch Black began in 1981 and was 
initially limited to Australian participation 
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(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Gary Hilton)

(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Yosselin Campos) 

Members of the Commander Fleet Activities Okinawa, the American Red Cross and the 18th 
Wing stand outside the Kadena Base Exchange during a National Preparedness Month fair 
at Kadena Air Base, Sept. 12. National Preparedness Month is observed every September to 
raise awareness about the importance of preparing for disasters and emergencies that can 
happen at any time.

909 ARS refuels 
F-35s, increases 
interoperability

A U.S. Air Force F-15C Eagle taxis before take off 
during Exercise Pitch Black 2022 at Royal Australian 
Air Force Base Darwin, Australia, Sept. 1.

^The Honorable Richard Marles, 
Australian Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister for Defence, speaks with U.S. 
Airmen during a visit to Royal Australian Air 
Force Base Darwin, Australia, Aug. 26.

   Airmen from the 67th Aircraft 
Maintenance Unit speak to Royal 
Australian Air Force Indigenous Youth 
Program members during their visit to 
RAAF Base Darwin, Australia, Sept. 6.

(U.S. Air Force photos by Staff Sgt. Savannah L. Waters) 

A U.S. Marine Corps F-35B Lightning II, assigned 
to Marine Fighter Attack Squadron 121, approaches 
a U.S. Air Force KC-135 Stratotanker for in-flight 
refueling, over the Pacific Ocean, Sept. 9. The 
F-35B brings strategic agility, operational flexibility, 
and tactical supremacy to the Pacific in support of 
the U.S. and Japan Alliance. 

Kadena hosts National 
Preparedness Month fair

^
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By Staff Sgt. Savannah Waters
18th Wing Public Affairs
9/10/2022 - ROYAL AUSTRALIAN AIR 
FORCE BASE DARWIN, Australia — 
More than 2,500 personnel and 100 aircraft 
from around the world operated from 
Royal Australian Air Force Base Darwin 
and RAAF Base Tindal to conduct air op-
erations in northern Australia, combine ef-
forts to better integrate multilateral defense 
capabilities and enhance interoperability 
within Exercise Pitch Black 2022.
 Among them, approximately 110 per-
sonnel from Pacific Air Forces participated 
in the biennial multi-national large force 
employment exercise, bolstering relation-
ships between the U.S. and its allies and 
partners.
 For three weeks, U.S. Air Force pilots 
were conducting flying operations almost 
every day, and thanks to key players such 
as the 18th Operations Support Squadron 

aircrew flight equipment airmen, the sky 
was not the limit.
 “I think our job is really important and 
it’s critical we do it right,” said Airman 
1st Class Raquez Kelly-Jones, 18th OSS 
aircrew flight equipment journeyman. “We 
put extreme care into our jobs and mistakes 
can happen, but we’ve been provided an 
environment in which we are able to train 
and learn from them.”
 Aircrew Flight Equipment technicians 
manage, perform, and schedule inspec-
tions, maintenance, and adjustments of as-
signed AFE, Aircrew Chemical, Biological, 
Radiological, Nuclear, associated supplies, 
and inventories assets.
 Disassembling, assembling, inspecting, 
fabricating, cleaning, repairing, and pack-
ing aerospace weapon system components 
such as protective clothing, flotation equip-
ment, emergency evacuation systems, and 
recovery and personnel parachutes are also 

a part of the AFE mission.
 Pitch Black 22 is a model opportunity 
for expanding engagements with allies 
and partners across the globe, and demon-
strates the resolve to promote security 
and stability throughout the Indo-Pacific 
region.
 During the exercise, RAAF Base Dar-
win hosted an Open Day, which garnered 
thousands of attendees to visit and learn 
more about the multilateral exercise and 
each nation’s respective Air Forces. Cea and 
Kelly-Jones, along with other U.S. Airmen, 
were able to interact with and educate the 
local community on U.S. Air Force capabil-
ities.
 Many participants have joined Pitch 
Black since it began in 1981, with the 
goal of enhancing combat readiness and 
interoperability between partner nations. 
This year is the first year the Republic of 
Korea Air Force, Japan Air Self-Defense 

Force, and German Air Force fully partici-
pated.
 U.S. Air Force Staff Sgt. Mackenzie 
Cea, 18th OSS aircrew flight equipment 
craftsman, has been stationed in Europe, 
the Republic of Korea and now Japan and 
was excited to work with all those nations 
at once.
 “Every time I’ve worked with either 
partner, I’ve found them to be incredibly 
kind and hospitable,” Cea said. “I can see 
the excitement on their faces being out here 
in Australia and conducting missions with 
us. Seeing how excited our partners are to 
work with us makes me excited to do what 
we do.”
 Supervisors in AFE like Cea conduct 
aircrew continuation training, instruct 
aircrews on equipment use, operation, 
and capabilities, and provide aircrew tech-
niques to ensure the survivability of those 
who utilize AFE.
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^Airman 1st Class Raquez Kelly-Jones, 18th OSS aircrew flight equipment journeyman, cleans AFE during Exercise 
Pitch Black 2022 at Royal Australian Air Force Base Darwin, Australia, Sept. 1.

^Staff Sgt. Mackenzie Cea, 
18th Operations Support Squadron 
aircrew flight equipment craftsman, 
prepares AFE before flying 
operations during Exercise Pitch 
Black 2022 at Royal Australian 
Air Force Base Darwin, Australia, 
Sept. 1.

   A 67th Fighter Squadron helmet 
visor cover is displayed during 
Exercise Pitch Black 2022 at Royal 
Australian Air Force Base Darwin, 
Australia, Sept. 1.

Airman 1st Class Raquez 
Kelly-Jones, 18th OSS 
aircrew flight equipment 
journeyman, operates a 
Joint Combined Aircrew 
System Tester during 
Exercise Pitch Black 
2022 at Royal Australian 
Air Force Base Darwin, 
Australia, Sept. 1.

^
Japanese students and 
US members participate 
in a women’s leadership 
panel in the US military

(U.S. Marine Corps photo by Lance Cpl. Jonathan Beauchamp) 

(U.S. Air Force photos by Staff Sgt. Savannah L. Waters) 

U.S. service members and Kinjokuin University students pose for a photo 
during a women’s leadership panel at Ocean Breeze on Camp Foster, Aug. 
30. The community relations event encouraged Japanese women aged 18-21 
to continue seeking leadership positions in their respective fields and foster 
meaningful connections. The event included a question-and-answer session and 
buffet lunch, where the students gained an opportunity to interact with the panel 
members. The panel featured female officers and enlisted personnel from the 
Marine Corps, Navy, and Air Force.



SEPTEMBER 16, 2022 S A M U R A I  G A T E 3

until 1983, when the U.S. became the first 
international participant. Many participants 
have joined Pitch Black since then, with the 
goal of enhancing combat readiness and in-
teroperability between partner nations. This 
year is the first year the Republic of Korea 
Air Force, Japan Air Self-Defense Force, and 
German Air Force fully participated.
 U.S. Air Force Staff Sgt. Mackenzie Cea, 
18th Operations Support Squadron aircrew 
flight equipment craftsman, has been sta-

tioned in Europe, the Republic of Korea and 
now Japan and was excited to work with all 
those nations at once.
 “Every time I’ve worked with either 
partner, I’ve found them to be incredibly 
kind and hospitable,” Cea said. “I can see the 
excitement on their faces being out here in 
Australia and conducting missions with us. 
Seeing how excited our partners are to work 
with us makes me excited to do what we do.”
 The first Pitch Black since the COVID-19 
pandemic, PB22 hosted multiple communi-
ty engagement events to include a flypast at 

Mindil Beach, an Open Day and local youth 
program integrations.
 Both the flypast and Open Day garnered 
thousands of attendees to learn more about 
the multilateral exercise and each nation’s 
respective Air Forces, and local community 
youth members had the opportunity to tour 
the F-15C Eagle with U.S. Airmen.
 “Pitch Black 22 has been a phenomenal 
opportunity to work with a number of 
partners we don’t normally interact with,” 
said U.S. Air Force Capt. Ross Kohler, 67th 
Fighter Squadron F-15 Eagle pilot. “Both on 

the ground and in the air, communication 
is the key to successfully operating as a 
joint force. By breaking down barriers to 
communication in training, we exponen-
tially increase our ability to respond with 
our partners to any contingency that might 
arise in the region, and that training is 
invaluable.“
 Pitch Black 22 is a model opportunity 
for expanding engagements with Allies and 
partners across the globe and demonstrates 
our resolve to promote security and stability 
throughout the Indo-Pacific region.
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^Riku Arakaki and Meg 
Kamiunten, members of the 
Kadena Language Institute, 
work together to help a 
customer at the Airman and 
Family Readiness Center 
at Kadena Air Base, Sept. 
2. During their internship, 
Arakaki and Kamiunten 
assisted with culture classes 
that took place at the AFRC, 
assisted customers and 
helped out with the AFRC’s 
Loan Locker program.

^Riku Kato, a Kadena Language 
Institute student, plays ping pong 
with two teenagers at the Teen 
Center on Kadena Air Base, Sept. 
1. During his internship at the 
Teen Center, Kato encouraged 
participation in games and activities 
by playing with the teenagers during 
his time there. 

   Ryusei Gisushi, a member of 
the Kadena Language Institute, 
smiles as he takes a phone 
call in the Schilling Community 
Center at Kadena Air Base, Sept. 
2. During his internship, Gisushi 
rented equipment to customers, 
informed customers about 
available programs and helped 
with the basic maintenance 
and upkeep of the Schilling 
Community Center.with the 
AFRC’s Loan Locker program.

   Hiromu Uehara, a Kadena 
Language Institute student, organizes 
spools of yarn during his internship in 
the Arts and Crafts Center at Kadena 
Air Base, Sept. 1. While at the Arts 
and Crafts Center, Uehara helped 
customers at the front desk, assisted 
during craft classes, and organized 
inventory in the shop. 

Miyu Kiyuna, a Kadena Language 
Institute student, shreds paper 
in the Youth Center at Kadena 
Air Base, Sept. 2. During her 
internship, Kiyuna played with 
children in the recreation room, 
helped customers at the front desk 
and assisted with upkeep and 
organization around the building. 

^

^

^KLI interns experience Kadena

(U.S. Air Force photos by Senior Airman Cesar J. Navarro)

   Taisei Oroku, Kadena 
Language Institute 
student, poses in front 
of merchandise in the 
Outdoor Recreation 
building at Kadena Air 
Base, Sept. 1. Oroku 
spent his internship 
renting recreational 
equipment to customers, 
providing information 
about the shop to 
customers over the phone 
or at the front desk, and 
assisting with programs 
that take place at Outdoor 
Recreation.
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By C. Todd Lopez    
DOD News
9/8/2022 - WASHINGTON — Chinese 
president Xi Jinping has set a timeline for 
his nation’s military to be capable of tak-
ing Taiwan by 2027 — just five years from 
now. Recent events in the Taiwan strait 
have some questioning the strategic situa-
tion and prospects of a near-term invasion.  
 Colin H. Kahl, the undersecretary of 
defense for policy, said that while China is 
very interested in expanding its sphere of 
political and military influence in the In-
do-Pacific region, it’s likely going to be 
more cautious when it comes to a move as 
aggressive as an invasion of Taiwan.
 “I do not think that China wants to put 
themselves in a position that Russia finds 
itself in today, which is invading a demo-
cratic neighbor — one that I think would 
generate an enormous amount of glob-
al sympathy,” Kahl said during a discus-
sion Wednesday at the Defense News Con-
ference 2022, adding China would risk 
broader military tensions at significant po-
litical and economic costs.   
 China might instead draw lessons from 
Russia’s experience invading Ukraine over 
the last six months, Kahl said.  
 “I would hope that they would draw the 
lesson from Russia’s experience that, ‘Hey, 
maybe ... we shouldn’t do that,’” he said. “I 
don’t think that they’ve sped up their clock. 
... It’s no mystery that Xi Jinping has given 
his military until 2027 to develop the mil-
itary capabilities to forcefully reunify with 
Taiwan — if he makes the decision to do 
that. But I’ve seen no indication that he’s 
made that decision to do so.”  
 Of greater concern is China’s increased 
aggression in the Taiwan Strait, the South 
China Sea, and other areas in the region, 
and how that increased aggressive action 
might lead to unintended consequences 
that could result from misunderstandings. 
 “As China becomes increasingly asser-
tive in kind of asserting its prerogatives 
around Taiwan, ... do they take the next 

step of trying to enforce those changes in 
the status quo in a way that runs the risk of 
an incident — an incident with the United 
States, and incident with one of our allies 
and partners?” Kahl asked. “We have seen 
the [People’s Republic of China] engage in, 
over the last year or two, ... a trendline of 
increasingly unsafe and unprofessional en-
counters — both in ... the skies and at sea.”  
 Now, Kahl said, the U.S. and its allies 
must watch out for aggressive actions by 
the navy and air force of the People’s Lib-
eration Army that could run the risk of 
causing an international incident. In the 
meantime, he said, the U.S. will continue to 

operate in the Indo-Pacific as it always has.  
 “We’re not going to change our operat-
ing procedures,” he said. “We’re not going 
to do things that ratchet up tensions. We’re 
going to do things that assert our contin-
ued support for the rules-based interna-
tional order in the Indo-Pacific and our 
support for our allies and partners, and not 
be backed away.”  
 After Russia invaded Ukraine in Feb-
ruary, the Defense Department identified 
that nation as an “acute threat,” which Kahl 
has further clarified as meaning “both im-
mediate and sharp.” But he’s also now iden-
tified Russia as being “reckless” as well, 

considering the actions it’s taken after fail-
ing to achieve the goals it set for its inva-
sion of Ukraine.  
 “I think that Russia is ... a capable mili-
tary power — perhaps not as capable, frank-
ly, and conventional as some of us may have 
assessed six or eight months ago ...,” he said. 
“But they’ve also demonstrated that they’re 
an extraordinarily dangerous and reckless 
power. And there’s a way in which ... a weak-
ened Russia becomes more dangerous on 
the international stage.” 
 In desperation, Kahl said, Russia has 
aligned itself more with and reached out to 
both North Korea and Iran for assistance. 
Moreso, he said, because Russia’s conven-
tional forces are so heavily occupied in 
Ukraine, he suspects they will be forced to 
rely more now on unconventional capabil-
ities such as nuclear, cyber and space, as 
well as misinformation and disinformation 
campaigns.  
 “Russia does not pose the challenge to 
the United States and the rules-based in-
ternational order over the long term that 
China does,” he said. “But in the immedi-
ate term, it’s a very dangerous actor.”

(U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Donavan K. Patubo) 

(U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Peter Burghart) 

By Dr. Konrad Hayashi   
Fort Stewart Installa-
tion Public Health
9/1/2022  - FORT STEWART, 
GA — There are lots of means to 
prevent, and successfully inter-
vene, in a mental health crisis.
 The nationwide kickoff of the 
988 Suicide and Crisis Lifeline, 
operated 24/7, provides a new 
tool that expands the opportuni-
ties for professional counseling.
 Anyone experiencing mental 
health distress or worried about 
a loved one; who may need cri-
sis support, can call or text 988, 
or chat with a trained crisis coun-
selor at 988lifeline.org.
ON SUICIDE
 I recall a moment when sui-
cide struck close to my heart. 
A friend and former shipmate, 
from when we served in the 
Navy had fallen on hard times. 
We were close at one point, he’d 
even stayed six months in my 
California house while his was 
being built. But being stationed 
thousands of miles away, we lost 
touch. It wasn’t until our ship’s 
reunion that I learned he’d tak-
en his life. It shook me. I wish I 
could have reached out to him in 
his time of need. I learned, much 
to my surprise, that he had trou-
ble with his marriage and his ca-
reer.
 Suicide is rarely caused by a 
single event or circumstance; it is 
typically multifactorial. The Cen-

ters for Disease Control (CDC) 
and Prevention notes many com-
mon factors associated with sui-
cide including stress, relationship 
issues; social isolation, including 
if they are in a group that may be 
marginalized (e.g., LGBT), finan-
cial difficulties, a prior attempt, 
legal problems, abuse / domestic 
violence (previous or ongoing), 
to name a few. They note other 
high risk behaviors contribute, 
significantly - drug and alcohol 
use, criminal convictions, mental 
disorders such as schizophrenia, 
and major depression.
 According to the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention, 
https://www.cdc.gov/suicide/sui-
cide-data-statistics.html, there 
were 45,979 documented sui-
cides in 2020, and over 1.2 mil-
lion attempts. The national rate 
of suicides rose by about a third 
from 2000-2018.
It is important to keep an eye 
out for your friends, family and 
team mates.
 Look for warning signs. Does 
the person talk about being a 
burden, of feeling trapped, in un-
bearable pain, or feeling hope-
less? Are they increasingly iso-
lated? Are they anxious, moody, 
and displaying more anger?
 Has their sleep markedly 
dropped off, or increased? Have 
they talked of making plans for 
suicide, or started giving away 
items they value? Do they have 

access to a weapon? Is there an 
increase their use/abuse of alco-
hol or other substances?
Multiple factors can help 
maintain stability and protect 
against suicide.
 The CDC notes a strong sense 
of cultural identity helps; as does 
the support from a healthy re-
lationship, family, and friends. 
Stable employment and social 
connections in communities 
add layers of support, as does 
access to physical and behavior-
al health care. All of us can make 
a positive difference by reaching 
out to others in need, in almost 
any tough situation.
Other resources are also avail-
able to help.
 Besides reaching out to 988 if 
you are facing a crisis, our Chap-
lain Corps, Behavioral Health 
Counselors, and some in our 
Medical Corps, are all available.
 Anyone who is worried about 
a friend, family member, or col-
league should know that ask-
ing someone if they are facing 
difficulties; or have thoughts 
of harming themselves or oth-
er, may be providing them with 
a vital lifeline. Don’t be afraid to 
ask – it may enable them to open 
up and get help. You can be the 
key lifeline when they need it 
most.
 Each of us can make a dif-
ference in saving a life. It might 
even be our own. 

988 Suicide & Crisis 
Lifeline expands 
opportunities to help

China may draw lessons from Russian failures in Ukraine

   An F-35B Lightning II aircraft assigned to Marine 
Medium Tiltrotor Squadron (VMM) 262 (Reinforced) 
lands aboard amphibious assault carrier USS 
Tripoli (LHA 7) in the South Cina Sea, Aug. 30, 

^Command Master Chief Alan Benavidez 
observes as the Japan Maritime Self-Defense 
Force (JMSDF) multi-purpose destroyer JS Izumo 
(DDH 183), left, and Takanami-class destroyer JS 
Takanami (DD 110) complete a replenishment-
at-sea with Henry J. Kaiser-class underway 
replenishment oiler USNS John Ericsson (T-AO 
194) from the foc’sle aboard Arleigh Burke-class 
guided-missile destroyer USS Higgins (DDG 76) 
in the South China Sea, Sept. 6.

^
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By Lance Cpl. Thomas Sheng   
Marine Corps Installations Pacific
9/9/2022  - CAMP FOSTER — Within a 
span of two weeks, Marine Corps Com-
munity Services Okinawa and Marines 
with Marine Corps Installations Pacific or-
ganized an event that garnered hundreds 
of attendees at each location. 
 “It’s important for military personnel to 
attend cultural events because it helps us 
create a bond with the host nation commu-
nity,” said U.S. Marine Corps Cpl. David 
Mendes, a finance technician with Combat 
Logistics Regiment 37, 3rd Marine Logis-
tics Group. “The better the bond, the better 
everyone understands each other.” 
 Mendes, an individual who frequent-
ly attends cultural events around Okina-

wa, explained that local community res-
idents had shown an interest in coming 
to Marine Corps bases and experiencing 
what life is like behind the gates. He said 
that both parties could benefit from col-
laborative events with the primary goal of 
strengthening relationships which in turn 
leads to a stronger Japan-U.S. alliance. 
 Throughout the entire performance, 
Mendes interacted with drummers and ex-
changed contact information with some 
performers. He was also not alone as chil-
dren from the attending families would 
join in behind the march and dance along. 
 “When local community members 
come onto the base, it’s a two-for-one; they 
love to experience a different culture on 
base,” said Mendes. “It’s also a good idea 

to have these events on base because some 
Marines don’t have cars, or it is harder for 
them to get out and experience the cul-
ture.” 
 Bringing a widely celebrated event in 
Okinawa to American residency can help 
accumulate foreign interest in Okinawan 
culture, according to Mendes. 
 “The Eisa performance is very common 
for the local community to see, but for ser-
vice members and their families who live 
on base, it’s difficult for them to find these 
events,” said Hiroko Tomimura, a commu-
nity relations specialist with Camp Foster. 
“The reason we organized this event was to 
give base residents and their children the 
opportunity to see it live.” 
 Tomimura said that the event’s orga-

nization started with approval and initia-
tion from Col. David Banning, camp com-
mander for Camps Foster and Lester, and 
commanding officer of Headquarters and 
Support Battalion, MCIPAC. Acting as the 
liaison between Camp Foster and the local 
community, Tomimura said that despite 
the setback from COVID-19 incidents, 
all contributing parties were able to make 
the event happen with a successful crowd 
turnout. 
 “It’s just a good opportunity for families 
and their children to witness typical cul-
ture events that the local community en-
joy,” said Tomimura. “Service members 
can see these events from their base resi-
dency and can talk about and share parts 
of our culture with their families stateside.”

Dancers and singers with Jaagaru Eisa Group performed an Eisa 
dance on Camps Foster, Lester and the Plaza Housing area

^Status of Forces Agreement personnel attend an Eisa march on Camp Foster, Aug. 21.

   Shime-daiko drummers with Jaagaru Eisa Group perform in an Eisa march on Camp 
Foster, Aug. 21. Originating from Okinawa, Eisa started as a traditional dance performed 
by Japanese Buddhist monks to honor the spirits of their ancestors. Since then, Eisa 
has evolved into a form of modern entertainment commonly performed during the Obon 
Festival in the summer months. 

^

(U.S. Marine Corps photos by Lance Cpl. Thomas Sheng) 
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Team Kadena at 
Misawa Air Fest 2022

^A formation of Japan Air Self-Defense Force 
(JASDF) F-35A Lighting II’s conduct a flyover during 
the Misawa Air Fest at Misawa Air Base, Sept. 11.

^A U.S. Air Force CV-22 Osprey from Yokota Air Base 
sits along the flight line as a static display during the Misawa 
Air Fest at Misawa Air Base, Sept. 11. The air show gave 
community members an opportunity to see various aircraft, 
meet military personnel and observe ground and aerial 
demonstrations, encompassing the power of the joint and 
bilateral forces. This year’s aerial demonstrations included 
the Japan Ground Self-Defense Force and Japan Air Self-
Defense Force F-35A Lightning II, Mitsubishi F-2, a CH-47J 
and UH-60 helicopter alongside a U.S. Air Force F-16 Fighting 
Falcon and U.S. Navy EA-18G Growler. 

Attendees wait in line to 
enter a U.S. Air Force 
KC-135 from Kadena Air 
Base, during the Misawa 
Air Fest at Misawa Air 
Base, Sept. 11.

(U.S. Air Force photos by Senior Airman Leon Redfern)
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By Lance Cpl. Thomas Sheng   
Marine Corps Installations Pacific
9/9/2022  - CAMP FOSTER — To prevent 
future drunken driving incidents, the Ma-
rine Corps Installations Safety Office invited 
the Florida SAFE team to share their expe-
riences responding to emergency car crash-
es and impart knowledge through an inter-
active performance. 
 “What separates us from other courses 
and presentations on traffic safety is our ex-
perience in the actual field,” said Oscar Du-
ran, a firefighter paramedic and present-
er with the Florida SAFE team. “We cover 
all the medical procedures, and the conse-
quences that can result in long-term inju-
ries and fatalities that stem from poor driv-
ing choices.” 
 Marines attending the hour-long inter-
active workshop volunteered and acted as 
car crash victims for a medical demonstra-
tion. The presenters acted out responding 
to the crash, finding one survivor, and per-
forming life-saving procedures. 
 When paramedics respond to a 
life-threatening car crash, they may need 
various tools to save a life; the presenters de-
scribed how they used medical equipment 
from neck braces to IV therapy fluids. 
 “We educate audiences by focusing on 
the injuries and fatalities of car accidents,” 

said Duran. “Many young adults believe 
that car accidents won’t happen to them, but 
we show them the harsh reality.” 
 The “Street Smart” presentation includes 
many graphic images and videos, sup-
plemented by an explanation of the com-
mon accidents that can lead to paraplegia. 
While the subject matter can be disturbing, 
the presenters said they incorporate some 
light-hearted moments to ease more sensi-
tive viewers and make the topic easier to di-
gest. 
 According to Duran, the SAFE team 
“Street Smart” presentation has received 
highly positive feedback. Winning multiple 

awards for their program, the SAFE team 
has presented to drivers of all ages and pro-
fessions, from high school students to mili-
tary personnel. 
 “DUIs harm our service members’ ca-
reers,” said Sgt. Efren Arias, a driving in-
structor with the MCIPAC Safety Office. 
“I’ve seen meritoriously promoted Marines 
leave the Marine Corps more than once as a 
private because of a mistake they could have 
easily prevented.” 
 After travel restrictions eased, Marines 
took advantage of the renewed opportuni-
ty to see Okinawa. This means more drivers 
on the roads after years of lighter traffic and 

less driving practice. 
 “These presenters were very forthcom-
ing, upfront, and transparent,” said Arias. 
“It was a better depiction of drunken, dis-
tracted, and drowsy driving than your typ-
ical driver safety course.” 
 Arias has already incorporated aspects 
from the SAFE “Street Smart” training into 
his own courses, remedial driving course 
and the E-3 and below driving course, which 
he teaches on camps Foster and Courtney. 
 “This presentation was very impactful,” 
said Arias. “It definitely strikes a chord to 
see these car crashes and the people that 
sustained harmful injuries.”

By Petty Officer 1st 
Class Deanna Gonzales   
Commander, Task Force 71/
Destroyer Squadron 15
9/1/2022  - PHILIPPINE SEA — 
The U.S. Navy’s next-generation 
subsonic aerial target (SSAT), the 
BQM-177A, reached full opera-
tional capability during a success-
ful standard missile launch and 
intercept while participating in 
Pacific Vanguard 2022 (PV 22) in 
the Philippine Sea, Aug. 28.
 The target drones were 
launched from the Lewis and 
Clark-class dry cargo ship USNS 
Alan Shepard (T-AKE 3) and en-
gaged with missiles launched from 
Arleigh Burke-class guided-mis-
sile destroyer USS Barry (DDG 
52) and Royal Australian Navy 
Anzac-class frigate HMAS Perth 
(FFH 157), marking the first time 
the BQM-177A has been used in 
the Western Pacific region and 
highlighting the drones achieving 
full operational capability.

 “Not only am I glad the [Com-
mander, Task Force (CTF)] 71 
team was the first to have a suc-
cessful Missile Launch against a 
brand-new type of target drone, 
but I am extremely grateful that 
we got to do it side by side with 
our allies and partners in the re-
gion,” said Capt. Walter Mainor, 

commander, Task Force 71. “I’m 
proud of all of the participants 
who worked hard to make this 
happen, but I’m especially proud 
of the crews of USS Barry, USNS 
Alan Shepard, and our coalition 
partner HMAS Perth”.
 The BQM-177A is an advanced 
high-subsonic, recoverable aeri-

al target system that imitates ad-
vanced subsonic anti-ship cruise 
missile threats to test the effective-
ness of shipboard air defense sys-
tems and is used for fleet training. 
It is unmatched in its performance 
capabilities when it comes to de-
livering realistic anti-ship mis-
sile threat emulation, according 
to program managers at Naval Air 
Systems Command.
 “Our primary focus in the tar-
gets community is effective, af-
fordable training and test for the 
U.S. Navy,” said Don Blottenberg-
er, the Navy’s Aerial Targets pro-
gram manager. “The efforts of the 
team, including partnership with 
MSC and the target operations or-
ganizations, represents the best of 
our community. The BQM-177, 
now fully capable, will provide 
quality service to our warfighters 
for decades to come.”
 PV 22-1 is the fifth iteration of 
the quadrilateral exercise series 
between Australia, Japan, Repub-

lic of Korea, and U.S. Naval forc-
es. This exercise is focused on im-
proving the capabilities of the 
countries participating to respond 
together as a naval force against 
crises and contingencies in the re-
gion. The purpose is for the par-
ticipating navies to continue to 
refine their skills operating as an 
integrated force ready to respond 
to a changing and complex mari-
time environment in the Indo-Pa-
cific region.
 CTF 71/DESRON 15 is the 
Navy’s largest forward-deployed 
DESRON and the U.S. 7th Fleet’s 
principal surface force.
 U.S. 7th Fleet conducts for-
ward-deployed naval operations 
in support of U.S. national inter-
ests in the Indo-Pacific area of op-
erations. As the U.S. Navy’s largest 
numbered fleet, 7th Fleet interacts 
with 35 other maritime nations to 
build partnerships that foster mar-
itime security, promote stability, 
and prevent conflict.

Florida’s SAFE team educates US Marines 
on the consequences of unsafe driving

(U.S. Marine Corps photos by Lance Cpl. Thomas Sheng) 

(U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Greg Johnson) 

   Personnel 
from Okinawa 
Prefectural 
Police, Okinawa 
Prefectural 
Government, 
Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, 
and Okinawa 
Defense 
Bureau attend 
a driving safety 
presentation on 
Camp Foster, 
Sept. 1.

^The Arleigh Burke-class guided-missile destroyer USS Barry (DDG 52) launches a Standard 
Missile (SM) 2 during a live-fire missile exercise as part of Pacific Vanguard (PV) 22 while operating 
in the Philippine Sea, Aug. 28.

Oscar Duran, 
a firefighter 
paramedic 
and presenter 
with Florida’s 
Stay Alive from 
Education team, 
lists the injuries 
that can result 
from a car 
accident during 
a presentation 
on Camp Foster, 
Sept. 1.

^
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By Petty Officer 2nd Class 
Markus Castaneda   
USS RONALD REAGAN (CVN 76)
9/12/2022  - YOKOSUKA, Japan — The 
U.S. Navy’s only forward-deployed aircraft 
carrier USS Ronald Reagan (CVN 76) and 
its strike group departed Commander, Fleet 
Activities Yokosuka (CFAY) Sept. 12 to con-
tinue promoting peace and stability in the 
Indo-Pacific region.
 Ronald Reagan’s departure marks the 
end of a scheduled-maintenance availability 
period.
 “We’re excited to be back at sea, and are 
grateful for the excellent support from our 
maintenance teams ashore,” said Capt. Fred 
Goldhammer, Ronald Reagan’s command-
ing officer. “Not only was our completion of 
scheduled maintenance and in port training 
beneficial in ensuring the combat readiness 
of ‘Warship 76,’ but this brief period allowed 
our crew an opportunity to recharge and re-
connect with our families and friends.”
 While departing, hundreds of Reagan 
Sailors manned the rails in their service 
dress white uniforms as the ship made its 
way to sea for the second time this year.

 During this routine deployment, Ronald 
Reagan, its strike group ships, the embarked 
Carrier Air Wing (CVW) 5, Carrier Strike 
Group (CSG) 5 and Destroyer Squadron 
(DESRON) 15 staffs, will continue working 
with allies and partners, promote adherence 
to a rules-based international order, as well 
as maintain presence and flexibility.
 Prior to Reagan’s return to Yokosuka, the 
ship conducted operations in the Philippine 
Sea.
 The Ronald Reagan Carrier Strike Group 
includes the Ticonderoga-class guided-mis-
sile cruiser USS Chancellorsville (CG 62), as 
well as Arleigh Burke-class destroyers USS 
Barry (DDG 52) and USS Benfold (DDG 
65), assigned to DESRON 15.
 The Ronald Reagan Carrier Strike 
Group is forward-deployed to the U.S. 7th 
Fleet area of operations in support of a 
free and open Indo-Pacific region. Under 
Commander, U.S. Pacific Fleet, 7th Fleet 
is the U.S. Navy’s largest forward-de-
ployed numbered fleet, and routinely in-
teracts and operates with 35 maritime 
nations in preserving a free and open In-
do-Pacific region. 

USS Ronald Reagan departs 
Yokosuka to resume patrol

(U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Caleb Dyal) 

Sailors man the rails on the flight 
deck aboard the U.S. Navy’s only 
forward-deployed aircraft carrier, 
USS Ronald Reagan (CVN 76), as 
the ship departs Commander, Fleet 
Activities Yokosuka, Sept. 12.



NOTICE 
New Trash Pickup Guidelines
While we work to provide additional solutions 
for bulk trash pickup, we have a few things 
we’d like you to keep in mind to ensure a safe, 
clean environment until more bulk trash pickup 
solutions are acquired.
At this time, the following items can NOT be 
picked up:
• E-waste- All electronics with the exception of 
TV’s.
• Plastics- Large bulky plastics that will not fit in a 
refuse bin and are not inside of a dumpster.
• Mixed Bulk- Large items that are a mixture of 
plastics/metal/fabric.
The following list contains the ONLY items that 
are eligible to be dropped off at the recycling 
center:
• PET bottles.
• Cans.
• Scrap Metal.
• Breakable Styrofoam (Not packing peanuts)
• Mixed paper.
• Cardboard.
• Microwaves (With the power cords cut off)
• Solid plastic items that are not mixed with 
metal/fabric/other material (laundry baskets, 
trash bins, etc)
NOTE:
• Fabric or other non-plastic parts MUST be cut 
off or removed prior to being disposed of with 
regular trash in a clear, plastic bag.
• If dumpsters designated for large plastics are 
full, items will be turned away and need to be 
brought back a different day.
Bulk trash items (furniture, mattresses, concrete 
or large wood items, etc.) are being intermittently 
picked up, and may NOT be dropped off at the 
Recycling Center.
At this time, the only trash that will be routinely 
picked up is common household refuse and 
food waste. Thank you for your patience and 
assistance helping us keep a safe and healthy 
environment. For more information, contact 
Brittney Lytle at 634-3253.

How to File a Complaint with IG
If you believe you are unable to resolve your 
complaint through supervisory channels, you 
may seek IG assistance to determine if the 
complaint should be filed with the IG. Anyone 
can file a complaint if they reasonably believe 
there is Fraud, Waste or Abuse (FWA) or that 
inappropriate conduct has occurred in violation 
of law, policy, procedures, or regulation. To begin 
the process, you can complete the personnel 
data information on an AF Form 102 and briefly 
outline the facts and relevant information related 
to the issue or complaint. List the allegations of 
wrongdoing briefly, in general terms and provide 
supporting narrative detail and documents later, 
when interviewed by an IG person. Allegations 
should be written as bullets and should answer 
who committed the violation; what violation was 
committed; what law, regulation, procedures, 
or policy was violated; when did the violation 
occur.  Help is available: Email us at 18wg.
igqcomplaintsinquiries@us.af.mil (18th WG/
IGQ Complaints & Inquiries) or call your Kadena 
IG office at 634-7622, 634-0442, or 634-1109 
located in Building 92.

INFORMATION
Airmen Against Drunk Driving
Airmen Against Drunk Driving operates every 
Friday and Saturday night from 9 p.m. to 1 a.m. 
within 3 miles of Kadena Air Base.For a ride, 
call 098-961-2233 or message us on Facebook 
at Kadena AB A2D2. To volunteer to drive for 
AADD, you may find the link to our sign-up 
page on Facebook at Kadena AB A2D2.   For 
more information, contact Senior Airman Ethan 
Chenoweth at 634-5897.

Contracting Officer’s Representative 
(COR) Training for NEW CORs
The 18th Contracting Squadron is offering Initial 
COR Training for New CORs every 3rd Tuesday of 
each month.  Date: every 3rd Tuesday.  Time: 1 - 2 
p.m.  Location: Bldg. 99, PKA conference room. 
For more information or to register, email the 

Quality Assurance Program Coordinator (QAPC), 
Rose Crawford at 18CONS.PKP.QAPC@us.af.mil

How to Receive Emergency 
Notifications in English on Cell Phone
Cell phones across Okinawa currently receive 
emergency text notifications in Japanese from 
mobile phone service providers. To receive 
emergency notifications by e-mail in English, 
follow the steps in the pamphlet located in 
the Readiness & Emergency Management 
SharePoint located at: https://go.usa.gov/x6MU6  
For more information, contact the Readiness & 
Emergency Management Flight at 634-4404.

Public Affairs Photo Studio New 
Operation System
The Public Affairs photo studio will start 
taking online appointments via the link: 
https://18thwingpublicaffairsphotostudio.
setmore.com *Appointments can be made 
from NIPR computers or personal devices. The 
operation hour is still same as Mon - Thurs from 
9 - 11 a.m. and 1 - 4 p.m.  Appointments are 
available in half-hour increments.  *Award, bio, 
package submission photos or Official Passport 
photos (require a letter or voucher from your 
UDM or the passport office) are scheduled on 
Monday – Wednesday. *Full-length photos are 
only available on Thursday.  Photos are for official 
use only. For more information / questions, 
please call at 634-4013 / 634-3813.

Think Before You Drink
Don’t become a statistic. Think before you 
drink. Don’t drive – call a ride.  For a safe ride 
home call these numbers: Kadena Taxi at 
098-970-8888(option 8). Panda Taxi (off base) 
098-937-8989. Daiko 098-932-4035.

Kadena and Camp Foster Emergency 
Numbers
Kadena Fire Emergency Services reminds everyone 
to program their cell phones with the emergency 
numbers. To report an emergency on Kadena via 

cell, dial 098-934-5911, and from an office phone, 
dial 911. For Camp Foster via cell, dial 098-911-
1911, or from an office phone, dial 911.

Kadena Air Base Chapel Worship 
Opportunities
The Kadena Air Base Chapels offer a multitude of 
Worship Opportunities.
• Catholic Sunday Mass at Chapel 1, from 8 a.m. 

to noon.
• Protestant Worship Services on Sunday.
1. Traditional at Chapel 2, start at 9 a.m. / 2. 

Contemporary at Chapel 1, start at 10 a.m. / 3. 
Gospel at Chapel 3, start at 11 a.m.

• Jewish Services at Chapel 2, start at 6:15 p.m. 
on Fridays.

• Buddhist Services at Chapel 2, start at 7 p.m. 
every 4th Wednesday.

• Norse Pagan Services at Chapel 2, from 10 a.m. 
to noon on Saturday.

For more information, contact Airman 1st Class 
Mary Hanna at 634-1288.

The Wired Bean’s Ohana Nights
Every 1st, 3rd, and 5th Thursday of the month 
is Ohana Night at the Wired Bean (Bldg. 
612). Various organizations around the base 
prepare home cooked meals for our E1 - E4 
unaccompanied service members. The free food 
and drinks are available while supplies last.　For 
more information, contact Melissa Rafferty at 
634-1288.

WIC Overseas Program
WIC Overseas is a supplemental 
nutrition program designed for pregnant, 
postpartum, and breastfeeding women, 
infants and children up to the age of 5. As 
a WIC Overseas participant, you can receive 
nutrition education in the form of individual 
counseling and group classes, breastfeeding 
support, supplemental foods such as milk, 
juice, cheese, cereal, eggs and fresh fruits 
and vegetables, and referrals to other health 
care agencies. For more information and to 
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check financial/residential eligibility, visit or 
call the WIC Overseas office nearest you. 
Kadena Air Base: (Bldg. 428) at 632-9427 or 
632-6223; off base, call: 098-938-1111, then 
632-9427/6223. Camp Foster: (Bldg. 5717) 
at 645-9419; off base, call: 098-970-9419. 
Camp Courtney: (Bldg. 4408) at 622-9424; 
off base, call: 098-954-9424. Camp Kinser: 
(Bldg. 107, Room 121) at 637-4899; off base, 
call: 098-970-5555.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Oktoberfest 5K Run
The Kadena Sports & Fitness Complex is hosting 
the Oktoberfest 5K Run September 24 starting 
at 8 a.m. (show time for participants is 7:30 a.m. 
at the Rinser Fitness Center parking lot). Don't 
forget to wear your traditional German attire 
(dirndl, lederhosen, etc). We also need volunteers 
to help out during the event. If you would like to 
volunteer, please sign up by using the Sign-Up 
Genius link: https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/70A0445A9AF29A3FB6-oktoberfest   For more 
information, contact Staff Sgt. Benedetta Laird at 
benedetta.laird@us.af.mil or call at 634-5128.

Magic The Gathering Open
At the Kadena USO on September 24 will be the 
next monthly Magic The Gathering Open event 
from noon to 8 p.m. Entry is free for all members 
interested in playing and learning. For more 
information, contact Tech. Sgt. Alexander Tempel 
at alexander.tempel@us.af.mil or tempel.alex@
gmail.com

National Preparedness Month 
Weekly Events
Week 3:
- Shelter-In-Place Challenge will be held 

September 22 at Unit SIP Locations from 8:30 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Week 4:
- Info Booth will be held September 26 at Camp 

Foster Exchange from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
- Info Booth will be held September 27 at Torii 

Station Food Trucks from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
- Housing Town Hall will be held September 27, 

Facebook Live from 5 – 6 p.m.
- 5K Run will be held September 30 at Marek 

Park from 7 – 9 a.m.
For more information, contact Staff Sgt. Ruth 
Matta at 634-4404 or email at ruth.matta@us.af.
mil

FCC License Opportunity
Are you looking to expand your knowledge of 
aircraft/radio systems while earning a lifetime 
certification at no out of pocket costs? The 
General Radiotelephone Operator License 
is granted by the FCC and is required by any 
persons who adjust, maintain, or internally repair 
FCC licensed radiotelephone transmitters. The 
virtual classes are held every month, October’s 
class starts October 14 at 7 p.m. You will receive 
9 college credits in 2 days and it is a lifetime 
certification that is 100% covered by AFCOOL. 
For more information, contact Staff Sgt. Jayme 
Pate at 634-5337.
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The next Samurai Gate will be newsstands on September 30
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