
By Tech. Sgt. Nick Wilson   
Pacific Air Forces Public Affairs   
9/14/2022 - HICKAM AIR FORCE 
BASE, Hawaii — In an effort to continue to 
strengthen rapid deployment capabilities, 
Pacific Air Forces recently held an Agile 
Combat Employment (ACE) innovation 
competition to feature funded projects 
invented and designed by Airmen across 
the command.
 In the first round, PACAF internally 
funded five out of 60 projects based upon 
ACE advancement. The selected projects 
ranged from secure communications 
equipment to corrosion control, some even 
going so far as to speed up refueling times 
on the flightline.
 In the second round, PACAF funded 

three additional projects using Vice Chief 
of Staff of the Air Force Momentum funds. 
The selected projects dramatically reduced 
cargo loading times and enabled solar-pow-
ered water filtration. These additional funds 
brought the total investment to more than 
two million dollars in ACE improvements.
 “We were very pleased with the funding 
support from here at the command to high-
er headquarters level,” said Maj. Raymond 
Hill, PACAF Innovation Lead. “Airmen 
across PACAF are leading the way and 
innovating the ACE line of effort.”
 ACE was developed by PACAF and is 
now an Air Force-wide initiative. As near 
peer nations increase their technological 
capabilities, older U.S. Air Force equipment 
and technology becomes more vulnerable 

and obsolete.
 “It’s very rewarding to see the efforts of 
our team in developing this solution,” said 
Master Sgt. Jason Yunker, fuels operations 
section chief of the 18th Logistics Read-
iness Squadron at Kadena Air Base. “This 
encourages and fosters a climate where 
Airmen are comfortable speaking up and 
saying they have a good idea.”
 Yunker’s team presented an idea that 
speeds up hot pit refueling times for the 
KC-135 Stratotanker. According to Yunker, 
the preexisting process at Kadena had fuel 
trucks driving up to a running KC-135 and 
refueling the transfer tanks, which can hold 
up to 200,000 pounds of fuel. Based upon 
their plan, with a creative system of connec-
tors, nozzles and a fuel hose, they can now 

tie in directly to the hydrant fueling system, 
allowing the aircraft to taxi in and out with-
out having to move refueling equipment.
 The new system cuts about 15 minutes 
from the refueling process and improves 
safety, giving the aircraft an egress option in 
case of emergency. Each kit costs approxi-
mately $35,000 and the team anticipates 
going into the testing phase about two 
months after the equipment is purchased.
 ACE is a key operating concept for how 
the U.S. Air Force will fight in a modern, 
contested environment. Through programs 
like the ACE innovation competition, 
PACAF is leveraging technological im-
provements from empowered Airmen so 
they are ready to execute missions quickly 
and in unpredictable ways in the future.
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31st RQS sharpens search 
and rescue capabilitiesPACAF completes ACE 

innovation competition

Japan Air Self-Defense Force F-15s are prepped 
for take-off in support of Exercise Southern Beach 
at Naha Air Base, Sept. 16. Exercises like Southern 
Beach allow U.S. and Japanese Airmen to routinely 
train together to enhance bilateral interoperability 
in support of the defense of Japan while securing a 
free and open Indo-Pacific region.

U.S. Air Force Airmen from the 18th Operations 
Group, 718th Aircraft Maintenance Unit and 18th 
Logistic Readiness Squadron watch as a 909th Air 
Refueling Squadron KC-135 Stratotanker is hot pit 
refueled for the first time in the Pacific at Kadena 
Air Base, March 22. Members of the 18th LRS 
fuels operate an R-11 refueling truck while 718th 
AMU members safely refuel aircraft.

U.S. Air Force 
pararescuemen 
assigned to the 31st 
Rescue Squadron board 
an HH-60G Pave Hawk 
after completing an 
amphibious search and 
rescue training in the 
Pacific Ocean, Sept. 
13. After reaching the 
extraction point, PJ’s 
were lifted from the 
water via hoist back into 
the aircraft.

An F-15C Eagle assigned to the 44th Fighter 
Squadron approaches a KC-135 Stratotanker 
to receive aerial refueling while flying in support 
of Exercise Southern Beach over the Pacific 
Ocean, Sept. 15. Bilateral training builds trusting 
relationships among foreign and domestic forces 
and ensures the 18th Wing and host-nation allies 
are able to come together to effectively respond to 
demanding scenarios. 

Exercise Southern 
Beach strengthens 
bilateral partnerships
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By Lance Cpl. Thomas Sheng
Marine Corps Installations Pacific   
9/16/2022 - CAMP FOSTER — The 
smells of home-cooked meals and music 
quickly surrounded service members and 
their families as they poured into USO 
Camp Foster to celebrate Mexican Inde-
pendence Day. With every bite of food 
and note of music, some attendees shed 
tears as they shared memories of grow-
ing up in their unique cultures. Some 
said they had not experienced an envi-
ronment like this in years, while other at-
tendees had never experienced it at all.
 While some relived unforgettable 
moments from their childhood, others 
witnessed the unique culture of Span-
ish-speaking countries for the first time. 
Attendees watched as dancers performed 
cumbia, folklorico, mapalé, and joropo 
while they ate tamales, mole, chicharrons, 
and horchata. 
 “I attended this event because I have 
many Hispanic friends, but I’ve never 
received the opportunity to experience 
their true culture,” said Lance Cpl. Mar-
quise White, an operations clerk with 
Headquarters and Support Battalion, Ma-
rine Corps Installations Pacific. “I felt like 

I was in a Spanish-speaking household 
surrounded by a community of people 
who just love each other.” 
 One of White’s favorite recipes was 
horchata, a Mexican drink made from 
rice, milk, vanilla, and cinnamon. He and 
other attendees were also taught how to 
dance to “La Raspa.” 
 “I loved it. It was amazing to see how 
the colors, dances, and sounds repre-
sented the different countries that make 
up the Hispanic culture,” said White. “I 
wish more people attended because they 
would have felt how lively and family-ori-
ented the Hispanic culture is.” 
 According to White, the cultural cele-
bration is something he will never forget. 
He plans to recreate dishes and drinks he 
discovered and take his newfound dance 
experience to the next gathering he will 
attend. 
 “The most important thing about my 
culture is that we invite anyone into our 
family with open arms,” said Mardie Ve-
lasquez, the central manager of USO 
Camp Foster. “It means everything that 
we were able to connect people back to 
their homes and help them forget how far 
they are from home. 

 Velasquez joined the USO mission 
four years ago to provide resources for 
service members. As a USO employee, 
she understands the importance of car-
ing for and supporting service members 
while ensuring they are in a relaxed en-
vironment, especially in Okinawa, where 
they are thousands of miles away from 
home. 
 “This celebration shows our dances, 
dishes, and traditions to the people who 
are not as familiar with it,” said Velasquez. 
“My culture is vibrant and warm, and we 
wanted to share what it feels like to dance, 
eat, and laugh with people who have nev-
er experienced this.” 
 While the night of celebration includ-
ed solo dance performances, entertain-
ers invited attendees to join them in vari-
ous dances. Attendees also ate homemade 
food and shared their personal stories 
and recipes at the dinner table. 
 “The USO celebrates everything, and 
while there are many different cultures 
in Okinawa, there’s a huge population of 
Hispanic Marines that come to the USO,” 
said Velasquez. “This event allows us to 
celebrate our culture back at home and 
share it with others.”

By Petty Officer 1st 
Class Glenn Slaughter    
Commander Task Force 72
9/21/2022 - KADENA AIR 
BASE — Members of Fleet Air 
Reconnaissance Squadron (VQ) 
1 hosted their counterparts from 
Japan Maritime Self-Defense 
Force (JMSDF) Air Reconnais-
sance Squadron (VQ) 81 during 
Raijin 22-2, as part of an annual 
unit exchange, Sept. 21-22.
 Raijin 22-2, named for the 
Japanese god of lightning, thun-
der, and storms, consisted of a 
gift and brief exchange, group 
discussions, static displays, and 
rider embark flight.
 “VQ-1 and VQ-81 have a long 
history of cooperation and mis-
sion success and I am incredibly 
honored to continue this unique 
and valuable partnership,” said 
Cmdr. Nick Bullard, VQ-1 com-
manding officer. “This opportu-
nity to learn and train togeth-
er face-to-face is invaluable and 
more important than ever.” 
 VQ-1 and VQ-81 continue a 

history of cooperation that spans 
almost three decades. Bilateral 
exchanges improve tactical skills 
and the interoperability between 
the JMSDF and the U.S. Navy. 

 VQ-1 is part of Command-
er, Task Force 72. Based out of 
Whidbey Island, Washington, 
the “World Watchers” are cur-
rently operating from Kadena 

Air Base in Okinawa. The squad-
ron conducts naval operations as 
part of a rotational deployment 
to the U.S. 7th Fleet area of oper-
ations.
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^Laura Rodriguez, a group exercise instructor with Kadena 
Risner Gym, dances cumbia during a Mexican Independence 
Day celebration at USO Camp Foster, Sept. 16.

^Members of Japan Maritime Self-Defense 
Force Air Reconnaissance Squadron (VQ) 
81 and Fleet Air Reconnaissance Squadron 
(VQ) 1 pose for a group photo in front of a US 
Navy EP-3 during Raijin 22-2, an annual unit 
exchange.

VQ-1 “World Watchers”, Japan Maritime
Self-Defense Force participate in Raijin 22-2 

(U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist First Class Glenn Slaughter) 

(U.S. Marine Corps photo by Lance Cpl. Thomas Sheng) 
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^Personnel assigned to the 735th Air 
Mobility Squadron transport a Negative 
Pressure Conex-Lite from an Alaska Air 
National Guard 144th Airlift Squadron C-17 
Globemaster III with a Tunner 60K loader 
at Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam, Hawaii, 
Sept. 21. The AK ANG transported a patient 
from Kadena Air Base to Hickam, where the 
535th Airlift Squadron aircrew continued 
the transport to California. Airmen from the 
18th Aeromedical Evacuation Squadron 
and 18th Medical Group provided patient 
care on the aircraft, while the 15th Medical 
Group provided an En Route Patient Staging 
System during the aircraft swap.

   Maj. Emmy Greenhill, 18th Aeromedical 
Evacuation Squadron critical air transport 
team member, dons personal protective 
equipment before attending to a patient 
within a Negative Pressure Conex-Lite at 
Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam, Hawaii, 
Sept. 21

^Airmen ready a Negative Pressure 
Conex-Lite for an infected patient on a 
C-17 Globemaster III at Joint Base Pearl 
Harbor-Hickam, Hawaii, Sept. 21. The NPCL 
is designed to treat and transport high-
consequence infectious disease patients 
to minimize the risk of contamination and 
exposure.

^

PACAF 
critical 
care

 (U.S. Air Force photos by Staff Sgt. Alan Ricker) 

Arleigh Burke-class guided-missile destroyer USS Barry (DDG 52) steams in the East China Sea, Sept. 22. Barry is 
assigned to Commander, Task Force 71/Destroyer Squadron (DESRON) 15, the Navy’s largest forward-deployed 
DESRON and the U.S. 7th Fleet’s principal surface force.

Brig. Gen. David Eaglin, 18th Wing commander, carries 
the guidon to begin the POW/MIA run at Kadena Air Base, 
Sept. 15. The run occurs every year in remembrance of our 
prisoners of war and those missing in action.

(U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Greg Johnson) 

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Tylir Meyer) 

USS Barry (DDG 52) 
Underway in the 
East China Sea
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NOTICE 
8th Annual Veteran’s Day Parade 
Participants
The 8th Annual Veteran’s Day Parade will be held 
November 11, starting at 9 a.m. marching along 
Douglas Blvd. If you would like to participate in 
the parade, please register with Tech. Sgt. Corey 
Weierbach at corey.weierbach@us.af.mil by 
September 30. 

How to File a Complaint with IG
If you believe you are unable to resolve your 
complaint through supervisory channels, you 
may seek IG assistance to determine if the 
complaint should be filed with the IG. Anyone 
can file a complaint if they reasonably believe 
there is Fraud, Waste or Abuse (FWA) or that 
inappropriate conduct has occurred in violation 
of law, policy, procedures, or regulation. To begin 
the process, you can complete the personnel 
data information on an AF Form 102 and briefly 
outline the facts and relevant information related 
to the issue or complaint. List the allegations of 
wrongdoing briefly, in general terms and provide 
supporting narrative detail and documents later, 
when interviewed by an IG person. Allegations 
should be written as bullets and should answer 
who committed the violation; what violation was 
committed; what law, regulation, procedures, 
or policy was violated; when did the violation 
occur.  Help is available: Email us at 18wg.
igqcomplaintsinquiries@us.af.mil (18th WG/
IGQ Complaints & Inquiries) or call your Kadena 
IG office at 634-7622, 634-0442, or 634-1109 
located in Building 92.

INFORMATION
Public Affairs Photo Studio New 
Operation System
The Public Affairs photo studio will start 
taking online appointments via the link: 
https://18thwingpublicaffairsphotostudio.
setmore.com *Appointments can be made 
from NIPR computers or personal devices. The 
operation hour is still same as Mon - Thurs from 

9 - 11 a.m. and 1 - 4 p.m.  Appointments are 
available in half-hour increments.  *Award, bio, 
package submission photos or Official Passport 
photos (require a letter or voucher from your 
UDM or the passport office) are scheduled 
on Monday – Wednesday. *Full-length photos 
are only available on Thursday.  Photos are 
for official use only. For more information / 
questions, please call at 634-4013 / 634-3813.

Airmen Against Drunk Driving
Airmen Against Drunk Driving operates every 
Friday and Saturday night from 9 p.m. to 1 a.m. 
within 3 miles of Kadena Air Base.For a ride, 
call 098-961-2233 or message us on Facebook 
at Kadena AB A2D2. To volunteer to drive for 
AADD, you may find the link to our sign-up 
page on Facebook at Kadena AB A2D2.   For 
more information, contact Senior Airman Ethan 
Chenoweth at 634-5897.

Think Before You Drink
Don’t become a statistic. Think before you 
drink. Don’t drive – call a ride.  For a safe ride 
home call these numbers: Kadena Taxi at 
098-970-8888(option 8). Panda Taxi (off base) 
098-937-8989. Daiko 098-932-4035.

Kadena and Camp Foster 
Emergency Numbers
Kadena Fire Emergency Services reminds 
everyone to program their cell phones with the 
emergency numbers. To report an emergency on 
Kadena via cell, dial 098-934-5911, and from an 
office phone, dial 911. For Camp Foster via cell, 
dial 098-911-1911, or from an office phone, dial 
911.

How to Receive Emergency 
Notifications in English on Cell Phone
Cell phones across Okinawa currently receive 
emergency text notifications in Japanese from 
mobile phone service providers. To receive 
emergency notifications by e-mail in English, 
follow the steps in the pamphlet located in 

the Readiness & Emergency Management 
SharePoint located at: https://go.usa.gov/
x6MU6  For more information, contact the 
Readiness & Emergency Management Flight at 
634-4404.

Kadena Air Base Chapel Worship 
Opportunities
The Kadena Air Base Chapels offer a multitude 
of Worship Opportunities.
• Catholic Sunday Mass at Chapel 1, from 8 

a.m. to noon.
• Protestant Worship Services on Sunday.
1. Traditional at Chapel 2, start at 9 a.m. / 2. 

Contemporary at Chapel 1, start at 10 a.m. / 3. 
Gospel at Chapel 3, start at 11 a.m.

• Jewish Services at Chapel 2, start at 6:15 p.m. 
on Fridays.

• Buddhist Services at Chapel 2, start at 7 p.m. 
every 4th Wednesday.

• Norse Pagan Services at Chapel 2, from 10 
a.m. to noon on Saturday.

For more information, contact Airman 1st Class 
Mary Hanna at 634-1288.

The Wired Bean’s Ohana Nights
Every 1st, 3rd, and 5th Thursday of the month 
is Ohana Night at the Wired Bean (Bldg. 
612). Various organizations around the base 
prepare home cooked meals for our E1 - E4 
unaccompanied service members. The free food 
and drinks are available while supplies last.　For 
more information, contact Melissa Rafferty at 
634-1288.

WIC Overseas Program
WIC Overseas is a supplemental nutrition 
program designed for pregnant, postpartum, and 
breastfeeding women, infants and children up 
to the age of 5. As a WIC Overseas participant, 
you can receive nutrition education in the form 
of individual counseling and group classes, 
breastfeeding support, supplemental foods 
such as milk, juice, cheese, cereal, eggs and 
fresh fruits and vegetables, and referrals to other 

health care agencies. For more information and 
to check financial/residential eligibility, visit or 
call the WIC Overseas office nearest you. Kadena 
Air Base: (Bldg. 428) at 632-9427 or 632-6223; off 
base, call: 098-938-1111, then 632-9427/6223. 
Camp Foster: (Bldg. 5717) at 645-9419; off base, 
call: 098-970-9419. Camp Courtney: (Bldg. 4408) 
at 622-9424; off base, call: 098-954-9424. Camp 
Kinser: (Bldg. 107, Room 121) at 637-4899; off 
base, call: 098-970-5555.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Halloween Drag Show
Join Out in Oki for a night of spooktacular 
Halloween themed drag performance! The 
Halloween drag Show will be held October 1 
at the Rocker Enlisted Club. Doors open at 6 
p.m. for happy hour, and the show starts at 7 
p.m. Tickets are on sale online and additional 
tickets will be sold for cash at the door. For 
more information: https://www.facebook.
com/events/1008709129816713/ or https://
www.eventbrite.com/e/kadena-dragoween-
tickets-417410294427

Hispanic Heritage Multicultural 
Development Panel
Hispanic Heritage Multicultural Development 
Panel will be held October 13 at Keystone 
Theater from noon to 3 p.m. You are all invited 
to join us as we celebrate Hispanic Heritage 
Observance Month (Sep 15 – Oct 15). One of 
the many events happening in Kadena is the 
Multicultural Leadership/Development panel. 
Hispanic/Latin Leaders will share their personal/
military stories covering triumphs, challenges, 
and much more.  For more information, contact 
Tech. Sgt. Brian Diaz at 634-3233 or Tech. Sgt. 
Jesus Cintron at 634-8832.

Movie Night in the Park
The Hispanic Heritage committee will be hosting 
movie night in the park October 14 at Marek 
Park. Showings will start at 5:30 p.m. with 
Encanto followed by 7 p. m. showing of Selena. 
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For more information, contact Airman 1st Class 
Christina Senteno at 634-2298. 

FCC License Opportunity
Are you looking to expand your knowledge of 
aircraft/radio systems while earning a lifetime 
certification at no out of pocket costs? The General 
Radiotelephone Operator License is granted 
by the FCC and is required by any persons who 
adjust, maintain, or internally repair FCC licensed 
radiotelephone transmitters. The virtual classes are 
held every month, October’s class starts October 
14 at 7 p.m. You will receive 9 college credits in 
2 days and it is a lifetime certification that is 
100% covered by AFCOOL. For more information, 
contact Staff Sgt. Jayme Pate at 634-5337.

VOLUNTEER
Kadena Tax Center Volunteer Needed
Kadena Tax Center needs Volunteers for Tax Year 
2022.  Experience is not required and training is 
available. IRS in person training from January 30 
to February 3, 2023. If you are interested, sign 
up at the link: https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/508094EABAD2BA4F58-2022   For more 
information, contact Evelyn Mickles at 634-5013.
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