
By Airman 1st Class 
Julia Lebens
Joint Base Elmendorf-Richardson 
Public Affairs
10/19/2022 - JOINT BASE EL-
MENDORF-RICHARDSON, 
Alaska — With over 40 aircraft 
flying during RED FLAG-ALAS-
KA 23-1 and 1,000 personnel 
from 14 units all over the world, 
including NATO, Royal New 
Zealand Air Force and Royal Air 
Force, keeping gas tanks full takes 
a capable team.
 KC-135 Stratotankers as-
signed to the 909th Air Refueling 

Squadron, Kadena Air Base, 
Japan; 384th Air Refueling 
Squadron, Fairchild Air Force 
Base, Washington; 350th Air 
Refueling Squadron, McConnell 
Air Force Base, Kansas; and fuels 
Airmen from the 673d Logistics 
Readiness Squadron at Joint Base 
Elmendorf-Richardson play a 
critical role in ensuring that RF-A 
23-1 participants can conduct 
training missions and keep flying.
 During an average 16 days at 
JBER, POL Airmen typically fuel 
aircraft with 1.8 million gallons 

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman David Phaff) 

Keeping 
RF-A 23-1 
fueled

An F-15 Eagle assigned to 
the 44th Fighter Squadron, 
Kadena Air Base, takes 
off after being refueled 
by a KC-135 Stratotanker 
assigned to the 22nd Air 
Refueling Wing, McConnell 
Air Force Base, Kansas, 
over the Joint Pacific 
Alaska Range Complex 
during RED FLAG-Alaska, 
Oct. 14. 

44th Aircraft Maintenance Unit crew chiefs perform 
routine maintenance checks on an F-15C/D Eagle at 
Eielson Air Force Base, Alaska, Oct. 12.

By Senior Airman 
David Phaff   
354th Fighter Wing Public Affairs   
10/12/2022 - EIELSON AIR 
FORCE BASE, Alaska — RED 
FLAG-Alaska 23-1 is a Pacific Air 
Forces-sponsored exercise that 
began on October 6.
 The intent of the exercise is to 
enhance the combat readiness 
of U.S. and international forces 

by providing realistic combat 
training. This isn’t just to enhance 
the lethality of our pilots but to 
improve the skills of all Airmen 
sent to participate in the event.
 “It’s a great opportunity for all 
the bases in the Pacific to gain 
experience,” said Capt. Marlon 
Bradley, RF-A 23-1 maintenance 
commander. “The theory is if 
pilots can get through 10 combat 

scenarios, the likelihood of them 
surviving in actual combat signifi-
cantly increases.”
 The U.S. Air Force’s mainte-
nance Airmen are the backbone of 
its air power; Being the reason its 
aircraft are always able and ready 
to be anywhere in the world at a 
moment’s notice.

18th CES 
hosts fire 
muster 
challenge

RF-A 23-1 deployed 
maintenance teams hone 
skills and keep jets flying

Airman 1st Class Aaron Smith, 718th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron crew chief, flips a tire at the fire muster challenge during National Fire 
Prevention Week at Kadena Air Base, Oct. 6. Fire Prevention Week is held annually to raise awareness on fire prevention measures and 
emergency procedures throughout the community.

(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Jessi Roth)
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of jet fuel. During RF-A 23-1, that 
number rose to around 2.4 million 
gallons.
 “We get more aircraft and our 
ops tempo goes up 33 percent 
from regular work,” said Staff Sgt. 
Aghtoclia Vasquez, the noncom-
missioned officer in charge of 
mobile distribution for the 673d 
LRS. “They [fuels Airmen] get to 
experience how fuels fill partner 
nation’s aircraft.”
 Each KC-135 Stratotanker can 
transfer up to 200,000 pounds 
of fuel, and conducts up to 40 
refuelings a day during RF-A 23-
1, refueling aircraft unlike those 
at their home stations. Without 
the KC-135s, training missions 
would be reduced from about 
four hours to about one for the 
participating RF-A 23-1 fighter 
jets. These refuelings also allow 
KC-135 Stratotanker crews to 
train in a different environment 

than they would typically.
 “This is a good taste of what 
it will be like in certain theaters 
if they have to deploy later on 
in their careers,” said Capt. Tim 
Shenk, a KC-135 Stratotanker 
pilot assigned to the 909th ARS.
 Some of the aircraft refueled 
by the KC-135 during this 
iteration include F-15 Eagles 
from Kadena, and F-16 Fighting 
Falcons assigned to Misawa Air 
Base, Japan, and POL Airmen 
ensured that the C-130s Her-
cules, C-17s Globemasters IIIs, 
and E3 Airborne Warning and 
Control Systems taking part in 
RF-A 23-1 stayed fueled.
 RF-A provides a realistic 
training opportunity for these 
Airmen, allowing them to 
perform in an environment 
they wouldn’t typically work in. 
Without the Airmen fueling and 
maintaining this mission, RF-A 
would not be able to take place. 
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An F-15 Eagle assigned to 
the 44th Fighter Squadron, 
Kadena Air Base, is 
refueled by a KC-135 
Stratotanker assigned to 
the 22nd Air Refueling 
Wing, McConnell Air Force 
Base, Kansas, over the 
Joint Pacific Alaska Range 
Complex during RED 
FLAG-Alaska, Oct. 14.

By Secretary of the 
Air Force Energy, 
Installations, and 
Environment
10/3/2022 - ARLINGTON, 
Va. — In recognition of Energy 
Action Month, the Department 
of the Air Force is showcasing 
energy’s essential role in assuring 
combat capability and readiness 
and the importance of develop-
ing energy solutions that bolster 
resilience in the face of climate 
change. 
 This year, the DAF launched a 
new three-year theme, “Powering 
Possibility,” which highlights the 
Department’s forward-looking 
approach to energy innovation 
and powering the future force. 
Complex challenges including 
a competitive operating envi-
ronment, accelerating climate 
change, adversarial cyber threats, 
and a changing geopolitical land-
scape all threaten critical DAF 
infrastructure, energy, and power 
supplies. As such, the DAF must 
be proactive in exploring the 
possibility to find safe, reliable, 
and efficient energy solutions 
that bolster our ability to fight 
and win in a changing world.
 “The crucial role energy 
plays in Air Force and Space 
Force global operations cannot 

be overstated. Our weapon 
systems and installations depend 
on secure and reliable power 
to complete the mission, and 
without it we simply cannot fight 
effectively,” explained Edwin 
Oshiba, Air Force for Energy, 
Installations, and Environment 
acting assistant secretary. “We’re 
working across the Department 
to safeguard our energy supply 
chains, incorporate energy-effi-
cient technologies, and bolster 
installation resilience to increase 
our combat effectiveness in the 
face of climate impacts.”
 Operational energy, or avia-
tion fuel, comprises the majority 
of DAF energy usage, providing 
a tremendous opportunity to op-
timize energy consumption and 
model how the military can im-
prove its warfighting capabilities, 
while meeting aggressive climate 
goals. The DAF is enhancing 
aviation fuel efficiency through 
improved aircraft drag reduction 
and engine sustainment tech-
nologies, agile software, process 
improvements, and advanced 
propulsion. Through joint 
wargaming efforts, the DAF is 
identifying and mitigating opera-
tional risk to logistics and energy 
supply chains to ensure a ready 
and lethal force.

 Installations across the 
country are exploring innovative 
energy initiatives including 
microgrids, electric vehicle 
infrastructure, solar arrays, and 
a micro-reactor pilot to enhance 
installation resilience and reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions. Addi-
tionally, the DAF is undergoing 
extensive planning efforts like 
Installation Energy and Climate 
Resilience Plans to advance 
mission critical energy and water 
systems and is conducting Energy 
Resilience Readiness Exercises to 
help installations assess mission 
readiness during a controlled loss 
of power.
 The DAF is developing a com-
prehensive Climate Action Plan 
aligned with national security 
imperatives that lays out  climate 
priorities and actionable goals 
to address the complex threat of 
climate change, including objec-
tives related to energy efficiency, 
which should be released soon.
 Energy is critical to the DAF’s 
ability to achieve the mission to 
fly, fight, and win in air, space, 
and cyberspace. To help spread 
awareness of energy initiatives, 
visit the Energy Action Month 
website and follow the hashtag 
#PowerDAFPossibility on Face-
book and Twitter.

Department of the Air Force 
recognizes Energy Action Month

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Julia Lebens) 
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 The goal is to get maintenance 
members the experience needed to 
be able to do their job in any place 
and any environment. To achieve 
this, exercise planners choose 
qualified personnel to attend the 
exercise who can then share their 
experiences and lessons learned 
with their teammates once they 
return to their home station.
 “We typically choose qualified 
5- and 7-levels that are cleared 
medically to deploy,” said Bradley. 
“All of the Air Force Specialty 
Codes that we use for daily op-
erations back home are needed 
for deployment to include main-
tenance and Logistics Readiness 
Squadron.”
 The home units set up mainte-
nance teams to succeed and be ca-
pable of overcoming any obstacle 
they may face during their time in 

Alaska. 
 “We prepare our deployment 
kits to ensure we have enough 
tools and spare parts to sustain 
deployed operations,” said Bradley. 
“Additionally, we prepare every 
day at the home station.”
 Throughout this exercise, 
maintainers get to apply and hone 
their skills while interacting with 
a new environment and get the 
chance to interact with personnel 
assigned to other units from 
around the world.
 “Coming to RED FLAG-Alas-
ka has broadened my capabilities 
as a crew chief by pushing me to 
adapt to constant change,” said 
Senior Airman Adrian Foster, 
44th Aircraft Maintenance Unit 
crew chief. “With all the possible 
difficulties our job can cause, it 
has definitely allowed me to have 
a different perspective on possible 

solutions and has kept me on my 
toes to come up with them more 
swiftly and efficiently.”
 For many of the maintainers at 
RF-A 32-1, this iteration is their 
first chance to experience U.S. Air 
Force operations outside of their 
first duty assignment.
 “I’m very excited to be here! 
This is my first temporary duty 
assignment. It’s fun to get to work 
in a different environment and to 
be a part of RED FLAG-Alaska,” 
said Airman 1st Class Kyle Daley, 
44th Air Maintenance Unit crew 
chief
 The exercise also allows them 
to work in environments they 
aren’t used to and have new 
experiences they wouldn’t at their 
home station.
 “Alaska has been an eye opener 
with its multiple beautiful sceneries 
of wildlife and nature at its finest,” 

said Foster. “Once you get past the 
coldness, you can definitely enjoy 
the blissfulness it has to offer.”
 The job of a maintenance 
Airman is more than just turning 
a wrench; it’s about making the 
U.S. Air Force the most lethal and 

well-trained in the world.
 “Our mission is to generate 
mission-capable jets in order 
to successfully produce sorties 
and allow our pilots to conduct 
necessary training for real-world 
instances,” said Foster.

^Airman 1st Class Jose Reynoso Jr., 733rd Air Mobility Squadron air freight 
services element member, loads cargo onto a Tunner 60K Loader at Kadena Air 
Base, Oct. 12. The 733rd AMS handles inbound and outbound personnel and 
cargo for Kadena, including household goods, equipment and Army & Air Force 
Exchange Service products. 

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Tylir Meyer)
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   Firefighters from the 18th 
Civil Engineer Squadron 
extinguish a large fire during 
a fire safety demonstration at 
Kadena Air Base, Oct. 6. 18 
CES put on Fire Prevention 
Week to spread fire safety 
knowledge with events like 
an open house, a demo night, 
and a parade. 

   Senior Airman Kyan Punotai, 
18th Component Maintenance 
Squadron hydraulics specialist, 
attaches test tubing to a hydraulic 
filtration component on a 
hydraulic test stand at Kadena 
Air Base, Oct. 5. Hydraulics 
maintainers perform tests to 
guarantee components do not 
have any leaks, maintaining 
mission readiness of KAB aircraft. 

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman Alexis Redin) (U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Tylir Meyer)

^Staff Sgt. Fidel Goshay, 18th Component Maintenance Squadron tank farm 
NCO in charge, reviews a technical order in the vertical tank storage facility at 
Kadena Air Base, Sept. 16. The VTSS allows for external aircraft fuel tanks to 
be stored indoors, keeping them out of the elements and reducing corrosion 
damage. 

(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Jessi Roth) 

^Airman 1st Class Charlie Clay, 18th Component Maintenance Squadron 
fuels systems apprentice, references a technical order at Kadena Air Base, Oct. 
10. Technical orders help Airmen find the correct solution to any problems and 
keep equipment uniform.

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman Alexis Redin)

(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman David Phaff) 

^Senior Airman Adrian Foster and Airman 1st Class Kyle Netanel, 44th Aircraft Maintenance 
Unit crew chiefs, inspect an F-15C/D Eagle system at Eielson Air Force Base, Alaska, Oct. 12.

^ ^
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2022 Constant Vigilance multi-
vehicle accident crisis response

(U.S. Marine Corps photo by Lance Cpl. Thomas Sheng) 

Firefighters with Marine Corps Installations Pacific Fire and Emergency Services use a hose 
to extinguish a simulated fire in a multi-vehicle accident crisis response drill during Exercise 
Constant Vigilance 2022 on Camp Foster, Oct. 19. The annual drill was held to convey the 
readiness and capabilities of various installations and first responders in the event of an 
emergency. CV22 is a Force Protection Condition and crisis response evaluation to validate 
regional installations, camps, and tenant antiterrorism plans and policies. 

^Staff Sgt. Blie Yang, 18th Contracting Squadron budget officer, reviews 
documents during the fiscal year budget close out at Kadena Air Base, 
Sept. 30. Funds awarded before the fiscal year deadline can go to unit 
needs such as laptops or all-terrain vehicles. 

   Kyle Fey, 18th 
Comptroller 
Squadron budget 
analyst team lead, 
reviews financial 
documents as he 
works to close out 
this fiscal year’s 
budget at Kadena Air 
Base, Sept. 30.

   Capt. Micah 
Blakely, 18th 
Comptroller 
Squadron budget 
officer, reviews 
financial documents 
as he works to close 
out this fiscal year’s 
budget at Kadena Air 
Base, Sept. 30.

   Senior Airman 
Sharleen Parks, 18th 
Comptroller Squadron 
budget analyst, 
reviews financial 
documents, while she 
works to close out this 
fiscal year’s budget 
at Kadena Air Base, 
Sept. 30.

^
^

^

 (U.S. Air Force photos by Staff Sgt. Rhett Isbell) 

(Courtesy photo by Denice Westhoff) 

(Courtesy photo by the 354th Range Squadron) 

18th CPTS, 18th 
CONS tackle fiscal 
year close out

By Airman 1st Class 
Joao Marcus Costa
354th Fighter Wing Public Affairs 
10/14/2022 - EIELSON AIR 
FORCE BASE, Alaska — When 
it comes to training pilots in 
combat it’s easy to assume that 
flying an aircraft can simply be 
conducted in any airspace. But 
pilots need a training ground as 
well and Alaska provides one of 
the biggest in the world. 
 The Joint Pacific Alaska Range 
Complex (JPARC) is the largest 
instrumented air, ground and 
electronic combat training range 
in the world. The Air Force side 
of JPARC is called R22-11, Blare 
Lakes, and is ran by the 354th 
Range Squadron (RANS), the oth-
er side is owned by the U.S. Army. 
 RANS is made up of seven 
sections: scheduling, maintenance, 

airspace management, engineer-
ing, plans/programs, support and 
threat systems. Each section is 
organized to set up the range to 
the best of its ability so that pilots 
can use the range and give their 
full focus on their training. 
 Set-ups that the range provides 
include movable devices that shoot 
threat emitters, props for pilots to 
practice dropping ammunition on 
and having the 18th Aggressors 
Squadron’s F-16 Fighting Falcons 
play simulated combatives which 
all teach pilots how to deal with the 
threats in a training environment.
 All of which are amplified by 
its best asset, 77,000 square miles 
of available airspace allowing pi-
lots to use actual maneuvers they 
would use in real combat. 
 “It’s a massive range, with 48 
million acres, and a lot of it is con-

tinuous,” said U.S. Air Force Maj. 
Kyle Allen, 354th RANS assistant 
director of operations. “You can 
fly free with high fidelity threats. 
Pacific Air Forces has an interest 
in making it a premiere location 
with more realistic fights.” 
 These exercises started because 
pilots who train in combatant 
exercise increases their chance of 
survival in actual combat against 
adversaries. 
 “The biggest thing here is 
integrating with the other units 
that we couldn’t cover at Distant 
Frontier, it’s a significant change 
here,” said Capt. Sebastian 
Coburn, 44th Fighter Squadron 
F-15c fighter pilot. “It’s good to 
escort a strike package while they 
react to ground base emitters, it 
adds more realism than we would 
get over at Kadena Air Base.”

^An overlook of Joint Pacific Alaska Range 
Complex (JPARC), Alaska. JPARC is the largest 
instrumented air, ground and electronic training 
range in the world with airspace covering over 
77,000 square miles.

    An adversary 
aircraft prop 
sits on the Joint 
Pacific Alaska 
Range Complex 
(JPARC), Alaska. 
During exercises 
held at JPARC, 
pilots have the 
opportunity to drop 
live munitions on 
targets to practice 
their combatant 
training.

^

353rd Special Operations Group 
delivers medical supplies

(U.S. Marine Corps photo by Lance Cpl. Sydni Jessee) 

A MC-130J Commando II with 1st Special Operations Squadron, 353rd Special Operations 
Group, prepares to land at Basco Airfield during KAMANDAG 6, Batanes, Philippines, Oct. 6. 
The U.S. donated medical supplies valued at $20,000 to increase the medical and response 
capabilities of Basco during natural disasters. KAMANDAG is an annual bilateral exercise 
between the Armed Forces of the Philippines and U.S. military designed to strengthen 
interoperability, capabilities, trust, and cooperation built over decades of shared experiences.

DAF Chief Information Officer visits Kadena

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Savannah L. Waters) 

Lauren Knausenberger, Department of the Air Force chief information officer, holds a 
communications and cyber all-call during a visit to Kadena Air Base, Oct. 3. Knausenberger toured 
the installations’ cyber infrastructure and spoke with personnel from the 18th Communications 
Squadron about their mission, equipment, innovation and capabilities in the region. 
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YOKOTA AIR BASE, Japan — Defenders 
with the 374th Security Forces Squadron 
form a wall of shields to control a simu-
lated group of protesters during a protest 
control exercise for the Samurai Readiness 
Inspection at Yokota Air Base, Oct. 17. The 
scenario consisted of various non-lethal 
techniques used to control or quell large 
crowds.
 

MISAWA AIR BASE, Japan — Airman 
1st Class Nathan Hungate, left, 13th Fight-
er Generation Squadron (FGS) assistant 
dedicated crew chief, Lt. Col. Jordan Kahn, 
middle, 13th Fighter Squadron command-
er, and Senior Airman Jefte Reyes-Salinas, 
right, 13th FGS dedicated crew chief, 
pose in front of an F-16 Fighting Falcon 
after reaching it’s 10,000 flight hour mile-
stone at Misawa Air Base, Sept. 27. This 
achievement not only represents pilots 
flying continuous hours of sorties but also 
displays the diligence and hard work crew 
chiefs have dedicated to keeping aircraft at 
Misawa Air Base operational over multiple 
years.

JOINT BASE ELMENDORF-RICH-

ARDSON, Alaska — Col. David Wilson, 
the commander of the 673d Air Base Wing 
and Joint Base Elmendorf-Richardson, 
alongside Alaska Gov. Mike Dunleavy, 
break ground with personnel involved 
with the construction of Runway 16/34, at 
JBER, Oct. 14.

OSAN AIR BASE, Republic of Korea 
— Col. Joshua Wood, 51st Fighter Wing 
Commander, presents Tech. Sgt. Jordan 
Locke, 51st Security Forces Squadron 
flight sergeant, the Bronze Star with Valor 
during a presentation ceremony at Osan 
Air Base, Oct. 12. Locke was awarded the 
Bronze Star with Valor for defending U.S. 
assets and personnel against a terrorist 
attack.
 

ANDERSEN AIR FORCE BASE, 
Guam — Airmen from the 36th Logistics 
Readiness Squadron and the 36th Mainte-
nance Squadron, partners with the Guam 
Urban Community Forestry Program to 
help plant trees at P.C. Lujan Elementary 
School in support of Guam Arbor Day 
in Barrigada, Guam, Oct. 10. The project 

created a Native tree Garden at the school 
with the focus of promoting outside class-
room time for the students. The volunteers 
were procured through Team Andersen’s 
Sister Village Sister Squadron program. 
The SVSS participation in this program 
supports the environment of Guam, edu-
cation of the youth, and creates a stronger, 
friendly working relationship with the 
local community.

KUNSAN AIR BASE, Republic of 
Korea — Tech. Sgt. Mark Henry, 8th 
Security Forces Squadron NCO in charge 

of investigations, carries a Prisoner of War 
and Missing in Action flag during a ruck 
event at Kunsan Air Base, Oct. 7. During 
the event, several service members from 
various squadrons took turns holding the 
POW/MIA flag.

EIELSON AIR FORCE BASE, Alaska — 
Senior Airman David Phaff, a 47th Flying 
Training Wing Public Affairs specialist, 
takes a photo of an F-15C Eagle assigned 
to the 44th Fighter Squadron as it lands 
on Eielson Air Force Base during RED 
FLAG-Alaska 23-1, Oct. 7.

The 374th SFS conducts 
protest control exercise 
during SRI

PACAF Airmen tour Capitol Hill, 
absorb US history

51st SFS defender receives 
Bronze Star with valor

Andersen Airmen help 
promote Arbor Day on Guam PA in action during RED 

FLAG-Alaska 23-1

Wolf Pack runs for POW/MIA 
servicemembers

(U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Braden Anderson)

(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Trevor Gordnier)
(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Master Sgt. Renae Pittman)

(U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Divine Cox)

(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Jose Miguel T. Tamondong) 

(U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Sadie Colbert) 

(U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Braden Anderson)

(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Leon Redfern)

Misawa Air Base F-16 
reaches 10,000 flying Hours

JBER breaks ground 
on $309 million runway 
extension

Over 40 Airmen from the Pacific Air Forces area of responsibility pose for a photo at the Tomb of the Unknown Solider, 
Arlington National Cemetery, Virginia, Sept. 23. The two-day professional development event included strategic-level 
briefings at the Pentagon, a tour of Fort Myer’s caisson stables, and a visit to the gravesites of fallen PACAF Airmen 
at Arlington National Cemetery.
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By 1st Lt. Jude Hydrick
1st Marine Aircraft Wing
10/14/2022 - HOKKAIDO, 
Japan — On Oct. 7, MV-22 
Ospreys from Marine Medium 
Tiltrotor Squadron (VMM) 
265, Marine Aircraft Group 
(MAG) 36, conducted Low 
Altitude Tactics (LAT) training 
at 300 feet for the first time in 
Japan during Resolute Dragon, 
a bilateral training exercise in 
Hokkaido, Japan.
 Prior to the exercise, United 
States Forces Japan (USFJ) coor-
dinated with the Government of 
Japan (GOJ) to shift the lowest 
allowable altitude from 500 feet 
to 300 feet.
 “The Low Altitude Tactics 

training at Resolute Dragon 
greatly benefited the squadron 
and significantly improved oper-
ational readiness. By providing a 
venue for training that is difficult 
to obtain, the exercise enabled the 
unit to requalify over 20 aircrew 
and conduct instructor qualifi-
cation flights. We are extremely 
grateful for the months of coordi-
nation among USFJ, III MEF, and 
GOJ that secured clearance to fly 
at 300 feet and conduct this valu-
able training. We look forward to 
continued cooperation with USFJ 
and the GOJ in order to accom-
plish bilateral training objectives 
and improve readiness,” said 
Lieutenant Colonel Jason Laird, 
VMM-265 commanding officer.

 The U.S.-Japan Alliance is 
built on shared values and secu-
rity interests; it is more important 
and relevant today than ever. The 
coordination and effort put into 
securing 300-foot LAT training is 
a great example of how the Alli-
ance prioritizes realistic training 
to bolster Japan’s defenses.
 Pilots stationed in the United 
States conduct LAT training at or 
below 300 feet on a regular basis. 
By allowing U.S. aircraft to fly at 
300 feet in Japan, the GOJ affords 
1st MAW pilots realistic training 
opportunities in mission critical 
areas such as radar, weather and 
threat evasion tactics, which 
allow them to train to the same 
standards as their peers.

^U.S. Marines with Marine Medium Tiltrotor Squadron 265, Marine Aircraft Group 36, 1st Marine 
Aircraft Wing conduct landing drills with MV-22 Ospreys at Landing Zone Falcon, Hokkaido, Oct. 7,.

    U.S. Marines with 3d Battalion, 12th Marines 
participate in a Type 88 Surface-to-Ship Missile 
during a demonstration at Resolute Dragon 22 
at Camp Shizunai, Hokkaido, Japan, Oct. 12.

^

^U.S. Marines with 3d Battalion, 12th Marines, 3d Marine 
Division, fire rockets from an M142 High Mobility Artillery 
Rocket System during exercise Resolute Dragon 22 at 
Yausubetsu Maneuver Area, Hokkaido, Japan, Oct. 14.

    A U.S. Marine Corps and 
Japan Ground Self-Defense 
Force litter team offload a 
simulated casualty from 
a CV-22 Osprey, with the 
21st Special Operations 
Squadron, 353rd Special 
Operations Group, during 
a mass casualty drill during 
exercise Resolute Dragon 
22 at Kamifurano Maneuver 
Area, Hokkaido, Japan, 
Oct. 6. Resolute Dragon 
22 is an annual exercise 
designed to strengthen 
the defensive capabilities 
of the U.S.-Japan Alliance 
by exercising integrated 
command and control, 
targeting, combined arms, 
and maneuver across 
multiple domains. 

^

 (U.S. Marine Corps photo by Pfc. Justin J. Marty) 

 (U.S. Marine Corps photo by Pfc. Justin J. Marty)  (U.S. Marine Corps photo by Cpl. Davin Tenbusch) 

 (U.S. Marine Corps photo by Cpl. Lorenzo Ducato) 

VMM-265 conducts Low Altitude Tactics training at 300 feet
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Commander, Task Force 
(CTF) 71 Public Affairs 
10/17/2022 - South China Sea 
— Maritime forces from Canada, 
Japan, and the United States 
concluded exercises in the South 
China Sea in support of Royal 
Australian Navy forces, Oct. 17.
 This is the first time all four 
nations have trained together in 
the South China Sea exercising 
complex, maritime operations in 
the region.
 This exercise builds on the 
previous bilateral and trilateral 
exercises from recent months 

conducted in the South China Sea. 
Throughout the naval exercises, 
participants trained together and 
conducted integrated operations 
designed to increase the allies’ 
collective ability to maintain mar-
itime security and readiness to re-
spond to any regional contingency. 
Integrated events included surface, 
subsurface, and air defense exer-
cises that included Maritime Patrol 
Reconnaissance Aircraft (MPRA) 
from several participating nations.
 Representing Commander, 
Task Force 71 are U.S. Navy Ar-
leigh Burke-class guided-missile 

destroyers USS Milius (DDG 69) 
and USS Higgins (DDG 76).
 “Working with our Australian, 
Canadian and Japanese allies in 
the South China Sea has been 
an invaluable experience and 
opportunity,” said Cmdr. Matthew 
Hays, commanding officer of USS 
Milius. “Combined maritime 
exercises help us strengthen in-
teroperability and increase collec-
tive war-fighting readiness. It was 
great to be able to work with these 
3 fine navies and to demonstrate 
our unwavering strong support for 
their increasing role in the region 

and our commitment to a free and 
open Indo-pacific.”
 Professional engagement and 
cooperation with allies and part-
ners is the foundation of regional 
stability, which fosters peace and 
prosperity for all nations.
 Australia was represented by 
the Royal Australian Navy, HMAS 
Arunta (FFH 151), and HMAS 
Hobart (DDG 39).
 Japan was represented by the 
JS Suzutsuki (DD 117) and JS 
Kirisame (DD 104).
 Representing Canada was 
the Royal Canadian Navy Hali-
fax-class frigate HMCS Winnipeg 
(FFH 338).
 “HMCS Winnipeg’s deploy-
ment in the Indo-Pacific on 
Operation PROJECTION is aimed 
at conducting forward naval pres-
ence operations in the region as 
well as participating in cooperative 

deployments and naval exercises 
with allied and partner nations,” 
said Commander Annick Fortin, 
commanding officer of HMCS 
Winnipeg. “These exercises are 
an excellent example; as they 
demonstrate our interoperability 
with other navies and provides op-
portunities to learn as well as prove 
our abilities to work seamlessly 
together. It is a prime example of 
our motto “One with the strength 
of many”; working together, we are 
stronger.”
 U.S. 7th Fleet is the largest for-
ward-deployed fleet in the world, 
and with the help of a network 
of alliances and partners from 35 
other maritime-nations, the U.S. 
Navy has operated in the Indo-Pa-
cific region for more than 70 years, 
providing credible, ready forces to 
help preserve peace and prevent 
conflict.

(U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Donavan K. Patubo) 

U.S. Navy supports Australia’s Indo-
Pacific deployment alongside Canada, 
Japan in the South China Sea

A Canadian Sikorsky CH-148 Cyclone helicopter 
attached to the Royal Canadian Navy Halifax-class 
frigate HMCS Winnipeg (FFH 338) approaches the 
flight deck aboard Arleigh Burke-class guided-missile 
destroyer USS Higgins (DDG 76) while conducting 
multi-lateral operations in the South China Sea, Oct. 5. 

CFAO Navy Ball 2022

(U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class David R. Krigbaum) 

Rear Adm. Carl Lahti, Commander, U.S. Naval Forces, Japan/Commander, Navy Region 
Japan, raises a toast during the Commander, Fleet Activities Okinawa (CFAO) Navy Ball held 
on Kadena Air Base, Oct. 15. CFAO maintains and operates facilities to support the U.S. Navy's 
naval and aviation assets in the Indo-Pacific region



NOTICE 
USNHO Flu Shots Now Available
Walk-In Flu Vaccination Clinic from October 
14 to November 8.  Monday - Saturday from 
0700-1500.  All eligible USNHO beneficiaries 
(Children 6 months and older) (Active 
Duty family members/Retirees/Civilians/
Contractors/DODEA & their family members) 
Location: Public Health Building (Bldg 972 
across from Main Hospital)

Save Energy for Mission Readiness
As part of Energy Awareness Month, 718th 
Civil Engineer Squadron Energy Section 
will display reminders for all personnel to 
conserve use of electricity, fuel and water 
in their workplaces and homes. During 
October, an information table will be placed 
in the Main BX, with some give-away items 
that emphasize the need to save energy by 
all possible means. For more information, 
contact Charles Chen at 632-4956. 

Prefectural Police Regarding 
Temporary Traffic Restrictions
Prefectural police are planning to enforce 
temporary traffic restrictions October 22 - 23 
during the 37th National Cultural Festival. 
Please see a traffic restrictions map on 
Kadena Facebook page.

How to File a Complaint with IG
If you believe you are unable to resolve your 
complaint through supervisory channels, you 
may seek IG assistance to determine if the 
complaint should be filed with the IG. Anyone 
can file a complaint if they reasonably believe 
there is Fraud, Waste or Abuse (FWA) or 
that inappropriate conduct has occurred 
in violation of law, policy, procedures, or 
regulation. To begin the process, you can 
complete the personnel data information 
on an AF Form 102 and briefly outline the 
facts and relevant information related to 
the issue or complaint. List the allegations 
of wrongdoing briefly, in general terms and 
provide supporting narrative detail and 
documents later, when interviewed by an 
IG person. Allegations should be written as 
bullets and should answer who committed 
the violation; what violation was committed; 
what law, regulation, procedures, or 
policy was violated; when did the violation 
occur.  Help is available: Email us at 18wg.
igqcomplaintsinquiries@us.af.mil (18th WG/
IGQ Complaints & Inquiries) or call your 
Kadena IG office at 634-7622, 634-0442, or 
634-1109 located in Building 92.

INFORMATION
Think Before You Drink

Don’t become a statistic. Think before you 
drink. Don’t drive – call a ride.  For a safe ride 
home call these numbers: Kadena Taxi at 
098-970-8888(option 8). Panda Taxi (off base) 
098-937-8989. Daiko 098-932-4035.

Kadena and Camp Foster 
Emergency Numbers
Kadena Fire Emergency Services reminds 
everyone to program their cell phones 
with the emergency numbers. To report an 
emergency on Kadena via cell, dial 098-934-
5911, and from an office phone, dial 911. For 
Camp Foster via cell, dial 098-911-1911, or 
from an office phone, dial 911.

Kadena Air Base Chapel Worship 
Opportunities
The Kadena Air Base Chapels offer a 
multitude of Worship Opportunities.
• Catholic Sunday Mass at Chapel 1, from 8 

a.m. to noon.
• Protestant Worship Services on Sunday.
1. Traditional at Chapel 2, start at 9 a.m. / 2. 

Contemporary at Chapel 1, start at 10 a.m. 
/ 3. Gospel at Chapel 3, start at 11 a.m.

• Jewish Services at Chapel 2, start at 6:15 
p.m. on Fridays.

• Buddhist Services at Chapel 2, start at 7 
p.m. every 4th Wednesday.

• Norse Pagan Services at Chapel 2, from 10 
a.m. to noon on Saturday.

For more information, contact Airman 1st 
Class Mary Hanna at 634-1288.

The Wired Bean’s Ohana Nights
Every 1st, 3rd, and 5th Thursday of the month 
is Ohana Night at the Wired Bean (Bldg. 
612). Various organizations around the base 
prepare home cooked meals for our E1 - E4 
unaccompanied service members. The free 
food and drinks are available while supplies 
last.　For more information, contact Melissa 
Rafferty at 634-1288.

Airmen Against Drunk Driving
Airmen Against Drunk Driving operates every 
Friday and Saturday night from 9 p.m. to 1 
a.m. within 3 miles of Kadena Air Base.For 
a ride, call 098-961-2233 or message us on 
Facebook at Kadena AB A2D2. To volunteer 
to drive for AADD, you may find the link to 
our sign-up page on Facebook at Kadena AB 
A2D2.   For more information, contact Senior 
Airman Ethan Chenoweth at 634-5897.

Public Affairs Photo Studio New 
Operation System
The Public Affairs photo studio will start 
taking online appointments via the link: 
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https://18thwingpublicaffairsphotostudio.
setmore.com *Appointments can be made 
from NIPR computers or personal devices. 
The operation hour is still same as Mon - Thurs 
from 9 - 11 a.m. and 1 - 4 p.m.  Appointments 
are available in half-hour increments.  *Award, 
bio, package submission photos or Official 
Passport photos (require a letter or voucher 
from your UDM or the passport office) are 
scheduled on Monday – Wednesday. *Full-
length photos are only available on Thursday.  
Photos are for official use only. For more 
information / questions, please call at 634-
4013 / 634-3813.

WIC Overseas Program
WIC Overseas is a supplemental 
nutrition program designed for pregnant, 
postpartum, and breastfeeding women, 
infants and children up to the age of 5. As 
a WIC Overseas participant, you can receive 
nutrition education in the form of individual 
counseling and group classes, breastfeeding 
support, supplemental foods such as milk, 
juice, cheese, cereal, eggs and fresh fruits 
and vegetables, and referrals to other health 
care agencies. For more information and to 

check financial/residential eligibility, visit or 
call the WIC Overseas office nearest you. 
Kadena Air Base: (Bldg. 428) at 632-9427 or 
632-6223; off base, call: 098-938-1111, then 
632-9427/6223. Camp Foster: (Bldg. 5717) 
at 645-9419; off base, call: 098-970-9419. 
Camp Courtney: (Bldg. 4408) at 622-9424; 
off base, call: 098-954-9424. Camp Kinser: 
(Bldg. 107, Room 121) at 637-4899; off base, 
call: 098-970-5555.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Magic the Gathering Open
Magic The Gathering Open event is held 
October 22 at USO from noon to 8 p.m. Entry 
is free for all members interested in playing 
and learning along with a Costume Contest 
and prizes. For more information, contact 
Tech. Sgt. Alexander Tempel at alexander.
tempel@us.af.mil or tempel.alex@gmail.com.  

8th Annual Veterans Day Parade
The 8th Annual Veteran’s Day Parade will 
be held November 11, starting at 10 a.m. 
marching along Douglas Blvd ending at 
Marek Park with food trucks, vendors and 
an ABBPC Blood Drive. For more information 

and to stay updated about the event, visit our 
Facebook at “Kadena AB Annual Veteran’s 
Day Parade”.

E1-E4 Single/Unaccompanied Beach 
Day
The Wire bean council will be hosting the 
Beach Day October 22 at Torii Beach from 
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. We will have games, 
food, and music. If you are E1-E4 single/
unaccompanied, this event is for you. For 
more information, contact Airman 1st Class 
Jose Arias at 080-9853-4617.

FCC License Opportunity
Are you looking to expand your knowledge 
of aircraft/radio systems while earning a 
lifetime certification at no out of pocket 
costs? The General Radiotelephone 
Operator License is granted by the FCC 
and is required by any persons who adjust, 
maintain, or internally repair FCC licensed 
radiotelephone transmitters. The virtual 
classes are held every month, November’s 
class starts November 18 at 7 p.m. You will 
receive 9 college credits in 2 days and it is a 
lifetime certification that is 100% covered by 
AFCOOL. For more information, contact Staff 
Sgt. Jayme Pate at 634-5337.

4-Man Scramble Golf Tournament
The 82nd Reconnaissance Squadron 
is sponsoring a 4-man scramble golf 

tournament at Banyan Tree Golf Course 
November 4 teeing off at 7:30 a.m. Lunch will 
be provided afterwards as well. To sign up 
or for more information, contact Staff Sgt. 
Nathlee Strickland at 080-6497-8500.

AFSA General Membership Meeting
Your local AFSA Chapter 1553 would like 
to invite you to our General Membership 
Meetings held on the third Wednesday of each 
month from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at Rocker 
Enlisted Club. Join us as we discuss current 
events, invite guest speakers, present awards, 
and review relevant legislation changes 
pertaining to military service members and 
their families. Join AFSA: https://members.
hqafsa.org/Members_AFSA/EZ_Join.aspx     
Follow Chapter 1553  https://www.facebook.
com/AFSAChapter1553 For more information, 
contact Tech. Sgt. Brian Diaz at 634-3233 or 
Tech. Sgt. Jesus Cintron at 634-8832.

VOLUNTEER
Kadena Tax Center Volunteer Needed
Kadena Tax Center needs Volunteers for 
Tax Year 2022.  Experience is not required 
and training is available. IRS in person 
training from January 30 to February 3, 
2023. If you are interested, sign up at 
the link: https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/508094EABAD2BA4F58-2022 For more 
information, contact Evelyn Mickles at 634-
5013.

OCTOBER 21, 2022 S A M U R A I  G A T E 11



OCTOBER 21, 202212 S A M U R A I  G A T E


