18th Wing, 22nd ARW expand ACE capabilities

A KC-46A Pegasus
assigned to the 22nd Air
Refueling Wing is parked
on the flightline at Kadena
Air Base, Oct. 13.

(U.S. Air Force photos by Senior Airman Jessi Roth)

By Senior Airman
Jessi Roth
18th Wing Public Affairs

10/21/2022 - KADENA AIR
BASE — U.S. Airmen from McConnell Air Force Base, Kansas,
aboard a KC-46A Pegasus visited
Kadena Air Base to enhance Agile
Combat Employment capabilities
from Oct. 11-15.
Members from the 22nd Air
Refueling Wing teamed up with
the 18th Wing ACE office as well
as members of the 18th Logistics Readiness Squadron, 18th
Communications Squadron, 18th
Civil Engineer Squadron and the
353rd Special Operations Support
Squadron to check off some ACE
training objectives and share tactics, techniques and procedures.
The ACE concept is centered
around the ability to turn large
operational level movements into
smaller, tactical level initiatives,
minimizing the reliance on

prepared airfields by enabling the
dispersal of smaller units to various locations while still meeting
operational needs.
The primary focus of the visit
was to establish a certified hot pit
refueling site for the Pegasus here
in the Keystone of the Pacific.
Hot pit refueling is a technique
used to reduce the ground time
between flights. After the aircraft
lands, the aircrew keeps an engine
running while fuel is delivered,
reducing not only time and manpower, but also the equipment
footprint, making it an ideal
capability for ACE operations.
Earlier this year, Airmen from
the 18th LRS conducted the
very first hot refuel of a KC-135
Stratotanker in the Pacific area of
responsibility. The next goal was
to expand that support function
to the more modern KC-46.
“Agile refueling is one of
the main focus areas for both

^U.S. Air Force Airmen assigned to the 353rd Special Operations ^Airman 1st Class Nathaniel Andreas, 18th Communications Squadron
Support Squadron secure a high frequency radio antenna during an ACE expeditionary communications technician, connects equipment inside a
exercise at Okuma Beach, Oct. 14.
tent during an ACE exercise at Okuma Beach, Oct. 14.

the Kadena and PACAF ACE
teams,” said Master Sgt. Timothy
Wiseman, 18th Wing Agile
Combat Employment operations
superintendent. “In a contested
environment commanders need
options and by introducing these
capabilities to our arsenal we are
providing our Airmen the necessary training opportunities in

a controlled main base environment, developing the skills and
lessons learned that are vital to
survivability when we are asked to
generate Airpower from the ACE
hub and spoke locations.”
The next objective was to send
a small footprint of Multi-Capable Airmen (MCA) with
minimal equipment to set-up

an expeditionary command and
control (C2) outpost on Okuma
and establish communication via
high-frequency radio with the
airborne Pegasus.
Wiseman explained during a
real-world contingency, an attack
could occur while the aircraft is
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Special Tactics Airmen conduct nighttime rescue training

^

^A Special Tactics Airman assigned to the 353rd Special
Operations Wing creates an entry point into an overturned
vehicle during a mass casualty scenario at Kadena Air Base,
Oct. 19. Special Tactics Airmen prepare thoroughly for any
situation they may encounter during a rescue operation by
employing various tactics during training.

(U.S. Air Force photos by Airman 1st Class Tylir Meyer)

A Special Tactics Airman assigned to the 353rd Special
Operations Wing opens a medical kit during a mass casualty
scenario at Kadena Air Base, Oct. 20. Special Tactics
Airmen train to further their proficiency so that they remain
fully capable to respond to any crisis or contingency across
the region.

^ Special Tactics Airmen assigned to the 353rd Special
Operations Wing drag a patient away from an incident site
during a mass casualty scenario at Kadena Air Base, Oct.
20. The 320th STS train and employ tactics to guarantee the
success of personnel recovery missions.
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B-1B Bomber Task Force returns to Guam for multilateral training operations

By Staff Sgt. Hannah Malone
28th Bomb Wing Public Affairs

10/21/2022 - ANDERSEN AIR FORCE
BASE, Guam — U.S. Air Force B-1B
Lancers landed at Andersen Air Force
Base, Guam, Oct. 18.
This is the second time Andersen
welcomed the Lancers for a Bomber Task
Force mission this year, demonstrating
the bomber’s ability to rapidly deploy
anywhere, anytime, and provide lethal
precision global strike options for combatant commanders.
Earlier this year, four B-1s returned
from Andersen where they conducted
a multitude of missions. These missions
included aerial integration with the Japan
Air Self-Defense Force and a hot pit refueling operation with the Royal Australian
Air Force (RAAF) at RAAF Base Darwin;
a B-1B Lancer first.
This time, the Lancers will partner
with more Allies for several training
missions in the Indo-Pacific.
“Bomber Task Force deployments
and missions provide key assurances and
cooperation with joint and partner Allies
in the region,” said Lt. Col. Daniel Mount,
37th Bomb Squadron director of operations. “The B-1 is an especially capable

(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Yosselin Campos)

^A U.S. Air Force B-1B Lancer assigned to the 37th Expeditionary Bomb Squadron, Ellsworth Air Force Base, South
Dakota, taxis through a clean water wash station at Andersen Air Force Base, Guam, Oct. 18.

platform in this region, being able to
travel large distances and bear significant
firepower with precision and standoff
munitions.”
These missions support the 2018
National Defense Strategy objectives of
strategic predictability and operational
unpredictability,
enabling
strategic

bombers to operate forward from a broad
array of overseas and continental U.S.
locations with greater operational resilience.
“This Bomber Task Force demonstrates continued U.S. commitment to
the Pacific,” said Col. Joseph Sheffield,
28th Bomb Wing commander. “Not only

does it provide our B-1 aircrew invaluable
training opportunities with important
Allies and partners, but it also signals our
nation’s unwavering support to them. At
the same time, BTFs like this one play
a critical role in deterring potential adversaries and challenging their decision
calculus.”
Bomber Task Force missions enhance
readiness for a variety of Air Force career-fields, training Airmen to respond
to any potential crisis or challenge in the
Indo-Pacific. These career-fields work
simultaneously, often across disciplines,
to complete the mission.
“Our maintenance professionals will
be responsible for preparing, maintaining, and launching B-1s for long duration
missions across the AOR,” said Mount.
“Our support personnel will be ensuring
that our logistics bed-down, cargo, planning networks, flight records and medical
requirements run seamlessly. Lastly, our
aircrew will fly and integrate across several multi-national exercises to sharpen
their warfighting skills specific to the
region. We are excited to get started and
are thankful to have had a warm welcome
with tremendous support and facilities
from the Andersen Air Force Base team.”

DAF senior leaders amplify SecDef directives for reproductive health care
By Secretary of the Air
Force Public Affairs

10/21/2022 - ARLINGTON, Va. — Today,
Secretary of Defense Lloyd J. Austin III
announced the Department will take all
appropriate action, within its authority
and consistent with applicable federal law,
as soon as possible to ensure that Service
members and their families can access
reproductive health care and health care
providers can operate effectively.
To ensure consistency across the Force,
Secretary Austin has directed the Department to:
• Establish additional privacy protections
for reproductive health care information, including standardizing and
extending the time Service members
have to fulfill their obligation to
notify commanders of a pregnancy to
no later than 20 weeks unless specific
requirements to report sooner, such
as those necessitated by occupational
health hazards, are set forth in policy.
• Disseminate guidance that directs
Department of Defense health care
providers that they may not notify or
disclose reproductive health information to commanders unless this
presumption is overcome by specific
exceptions set forth in policy, such as
risk of harm to mission, occupational

safety requirements, or acute medical
conditions interfering with duty.
• Disseminate guidance that directs
commanders to display objectivity and
discretion when addressing reproductive
health care matters and underscores their
duty to enforce existing policies against
discrimination and retaliation in the context of reproductive health care choices.
To support our health care providers,
Secretary Austin has directed the Department to:
• Develop a program to reimburse
applicable fees, as appropriate and
consistent with applicable federal law,
for Department of Defense health care
providers who wish to become licensed
in a different state than that in which
they are currently licensed in order to
support the performance of official duties.
• Develop a program to support
Department of Defense health care
providers who are subject to adverse
action, including civil or criminal
penalties or loss of license or reprimand,
for appropriately performing their official
duties, to include the indemnification of
any verdict, judgment, or other monetary
award consistent with applicable law.
To ensure that we can recruit, retain,
and maintain the readiness of a highly
qualified force and mitigate the practical

effects identified above, Secretary Austin
has directed the Department to:
• Create uniform Department of
Defense policy that allows for
appropriate administrative absence
consistent with applicable federal law for
non-covered reproductive health care.
• Establish travel and transportation
allowances for Service members and their
dependents, as appropriate and consistent
with applicable federal law and operational requirements, and as necessary
amend any applicable travel regulations,
to facilitate official travel to access
non-covered reproductive health care that
is unavailable within the local area of a
Service member’s permanent duty station.
Additionally, to improve awareness
of the resources and support available to
Service members, their families, and other
eligible beneficiaries, Secretary Austin has
directed the Department to:
• Conduct a comprehensive contraception
education campaign to enhance Service
members’ awareness of the resources
available to them and their families,
including emergency contraception.
That education campaign will also
highlight the fact that the Department
of Defense has eliminated TRICARE
co-pays for medical contraceptive
services, including intrauterine devices.

• Expand publicly displayed information
on these topics which will highlight the
resources available to Service members
and other eligible beneficiaries if
they experience difficulties accessing
reproductive health care at military
medical treatment facilities.
• Improve the TRICARE and other
Military Health System websites to
clarify the types of medical care that are
available through the Military Health
System following any abortion, regardless
of whether it is performed, or paid
for, by the Department of Defense at a
military medical treatment facility or
by a TRICARE authorized provider.
• Update the Military Health System
websites, HEALTH.mil and TRICARE.
mil, to include a clear and easy-to-find
point of contact that Service members
or beneficiaries can contact to request
assistance if they experience difficulty
accessing reproductive health care.
The Under Secretary of Defense for
Personnel and Readiness will oversee implementation of the above directed actions,
to include through policy memoranda, prioritizing first the issuance of departmental
policies on privacy protections, as well as
policies on administrative absence and
travel and transportation allowances for
non-covered reproductive health care.
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airborne, destroying the runway at
the aircraft’s departure point. The
expeditionary C2 can be set-up in
another location to establish communication with the aircraft, relay
important information about the
attack, and divert the aircraft to a
secondary landing location.
This was the first time that the
MCA set up a C2 in a non-academic environment, without
training facilitators to assist them.
While not all direct training
objectives were met successfully,
Wiseman explained that the
Airmen walked away with some
valuable lessons learned.
“Part of trying something
new is accepting that in order to
get to mission success, you will
have to experience some failures
along the way,” said Wiseman. “It’s
important to get the practice reps
in and develop that muscle memory so that when we experience a
real-world contingency, we know
we can execute as needed.”
The 22nd ARW Airmen also

conducted an aircraft familiarization tour with members of the
909th Air Refueling Squadron
and the 18th Aeromedical Evacuation Squadron, who were aboard
the Pegasus executing simulated
AE training while the C2 post was
being set-up on the ground.
U.S. Air Force Capt. Milan
Tandoc, 18th AES flight nurse,
said most of the AES personnel
here haven’t worked inside a KC46, but typically operate from a
KC-135. There are some notable
differences between the aircraft,
including more consistent climate
control, a brightly lit cargo area
and built-in litter stanchions for
patients and electrical outlets for
medical equipment.
Integrated training among
units from different AOR’s allow
an opportunity for Airmen to
share best practices, strengthen agile force employment capabilities
and enhance seamless integration
to achieve a common mission.
U.S. Air Force Master Sgt.
Timothy Bulluck, 22nd Op-

18th CPTS, 18th CONS
tackle fiscal year close out

(U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Rhett Isbell)

^ Staff Sgt. Blie Yang, 18th Contracting Squadron budget officer, reviews different files during
the fiscal year budget close out at Kadena Air Base, Sept. 30.
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deputy chief of Agile Combat
Employment, said learning to
implement skill sets in different
environments and navigating the
challenges of those environments
is an important aspect of the ACE
model.
“Executing capabilities on the
road can become tricky, and it is
beneficial for our ACE team to be
resilient and flexible,” said Bulluck.
The 18th Wing is dedicated to
developing a force of multi-capable
Airmen to drive the mission more
effectively through the continued
integration of ACE concepts.
“We are all in this together
when it comes to developing
ACE,” said Wiseman. “This isn’t
a Kadena effort or a PACAF
centric effort, every Airmen will
be impacted by ACE operations.
Working with Team McConnell
to expand their ACE program
maximizes our success rate in
theater, preparing our Airmen to
integrate and win under the ACE
construct.”

By Staff Sgt.
Rhett Isbell

18th Wing Public Affairs

10/7/2022 - KADENA AIR
BASE — Through the closeknit cooperation between the
Airmen and contractors of the
18th Comptroller Squadron and
the 18th Contracting Squadron,
Kadena Air Base, has successfully made its way through another
fiscal year budget close out.
Members of the dual
squadrons worked through the
weekend to finish fully allocating funds and completing the
contracts associated with them;
ensuring nothing was wasted
and Kadena Air Base continued
to be properly funded.
“In order to close out we have
to make sure that the books are
balanced and nothing is left to
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(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Tylir Meyer)

^Airmen from the 22nd Air
Refueling Wing, McConnell
Air Force Base, Kansas,
perform hot-pit refueling on a
KC-46A Pegasus at Kadena
Air Base, Oct. 13.
^
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Staff Sgt. Elisamuel
Saezvazquez, 18th Logistics
Readiness Squadron fuels
service center supervisor,
pulls an R-12 refueling truck
hose at Kadena Air Base,
Oct. 13.

(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Jessi Roth)

do,” said Kyle Fey, 18th CPTS
budget analyst team lead. “It’s a
lot of work so we need the whole
team to pitch in through the
weekend.”
Working through the weekend becomes a necessity for
these dedicated team Kadena
members due to the nature of
how funds can move around at
the very end of the fiscal year.
Realizing this type of time-sensitive goal takes a team effort and
constant communication.
“As contracting officers we’re
the only ones able to obligate
contracts so our role is pivotal to
be able to allocate the money at
the end of the year,” said U.S. Air
Force Staff Sgt. Blei Yang, 18th
CONS budget officer. “I’ve been
through this a few times, but
here in Kadena it’s a pretty fast

pace and if you’re new it can be
a little overwhelming, so we have
to help each other out because it
can be a pretty demanding job.”
Through their dedication to
detail, this financial force met
their goal of a proper budget
close out and were able to feel
a sense of satisfaction before
getting started on next year’s
budget.
“This year was better than
last year because we really had
everything lined up beforehand
due to lessons learned from last
year,” Fey said. “It feels so good
to be through with it, but after
relaxing for a bit, we’ll move on
to preparing for next year, going
over lessons learned, what we
can do better and just setting
ourselves up for success at the
next close out.”
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USAF, JASDF conduct ACE bi-lateral training VMGR-152 moving 31st MEU
Japan Air Self-Defense Force members look on
as an Airman assigned to the 18th Civil Engineer
Squadron creates a crater at Kadena Air Base, Oct.
20. The crater simulated a runway that had been
struck and the Agile Combat Employment team
displayed how to conduct airfield damage repair.

A U.S. Marine Corps KC-130J Super Hercules aircraft with Marine Aerial Refueler
Transport Squadron (VMGR) 152 refuels at Kadena Air Base, Oct. 15. VMGR-152
supported Marines and Sailors with the 31st Marine Expeditionary Unit and Marine Wing
Support Squadron 171, transporting personnel, equipment, and fuel across the IndoPacific region.
(U.S. Marine Corps photo by Sgt. Jackson Ricker)

^

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman Alexis Redin)

Airman 1st Class
Israel Ortiz, 18th
Logistics Readiness
Squadron fuels
distribution operator,
connects a fuel hose to
a fuel pit during a hot pit
refueling mission Oct.
13, at Kadena Air Base.

^

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Felicia Przydzial)

Master Sgt. Matt
Yunker, 18th Logisitics
Readiness Squadron
chief of fuels operations,
shows Senior Airman
Felix Cruz and Airman
1st Class Ivan Herrera,
22nd LRS fuels
distribution operators,
how the Versatile
Integrating Partner
Equipment Refueling
Kit would connect to a
fuel hose during a hot pit
refueling mission Oct.
13, at Kadena Air Base.

By Airman 1st Class
Felicia Przydzial

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Felicia Przydzial)

22nd Air Refueling Wing Public Affairs

10/19/2022 - KADENA AIR BASE —
Thirteen Airmen from McConnell Air
Force Base, Kansas, traveled to Japan to conduct an offsite training event with the KC46A Pegasus from Oct. 11-15.
The training, focused in the Indo-Pacific region, highlighted Agile Combat Employment initiatives including aeromedical
evacuation and hot pit refueling.
“Agile Combat Employment is a proactive scheming maneuver,” said MSgt. Trevor
Kuhns, 22nd Operations Support Squadron
ACE program lead. “For decades we’ve been
operating in a CENTCOM model at heavily established, highly capable bases that can
do a lot of great things. To be able to succeed
and to project power forward as we need to
for this next fight, we need to be more adaptable, more mobile, faster and more lethal. It’s
important for us to practice with our partners out here. We want to practice like we
would play and work with the experts in the
area that are already working in the environment and understand the threats of the
environment. Getting those repetitions in
and getting familiar with operating in this
area is good for our crews, good for Kadena
and good for the Indo-Pacific.”
Kadena Air Base is the first base in the
Pacific Air Force’s major command to have

hot pit refueling sites certified for the KC46A Pegasus and to have a permanent site
survey in place. Other bases in the command, such as Yokota Air Base, Japan and
Andersen Air Force Base, Guam, are in the
process of creating these sites.
Hot pit refueling is the fueling of an aircraft with at least one engine running. Hot
pit refueling increases an aircraft’s reliability
and allows pilots to cut down on time that
would be spent on the ground turning off
the engines and then turning them back on
once the plane has the desired amount of
fuel.
“We are trying to spend minimal time on
the ground,” said Maj. Ryan Robinson, 22nd
Operations Support Squadron deputy of
wing tactics. “We are trying to land, gas up
and take off as fast as we can to either generate more sorties or stay out of front areas. It
is a capability that we have been asked to do
in a lot of exercises. Now that we are able to
do it at different bases it opens up more options for us when it comes to higher headquarters missions or local exercises.”
Some Airmen met and talked with the
creator of the Versatile Integrating Partner Equipment Refueling Kit, MSgt. Jason
Yunker, 18th Logistics Readiness Squadron
chief of fuels operations. The “VIPER” Kit is
an adaptor that allows crews to use partner
nation equipment to perform hot pit refueling operations on American military air-

(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Moses Taylor)

^

^ U.S. Air Force Airmen from the 18th
Aeromedical Evacuation Squadron conduct a
briefing before training on a KC-46A Pegasus at
Kadena Air Base, Oct. 14. The KC-46A Pegasus
aircraft came from McConnell Air Force Base to
conduct various training operations with local
Airmen.

(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Moses Taylor)

craft. The kit ensures the fuel source meets
the pressure requirements to onload fuel
onto the aircraft.
“It opens up the opportunity for us to be
able to hot pit refuel pretty much anywhere
in the world,” said Yunker.
Yunker came up with the idea for the
“VIPER” Kit during a deployment to Iceland with NATO in 2019. Air Force Global Strike Command had reached out and
wanted to land and hot pit refuel a B-2 Spirit
stealth bomber. Due to the refueling pits in
Iceland not producing enough pressure to
refuel the, they had to fly out two fuel trucks
costing about $1 million. Yunker then had
to deploy back to Iceland a second time to
retrieve the trucks because the trucks.
The Viper Kit also has a partner called
Project Venom. Project Venom is an additive injection readiness spares package that
can add the missing additives to civilian jet
fuel so that the fuel can be used in military
aircraft. Project Venom is a low-cost version
of its current commercially produced counterpart. Project Venom costs about $9,500
to produce, while its commercial counterpart costs about $65,000 to buy.
The Airmen also partnered with the
18th Aeromedical Evacuation Squadron for
medical evacuation training on the KC-46A
Pegasus. The 18th AES joined in on a twoand-half-hour flight to learn more about the
aircraft and simulate the medical evacuation

U.S. Air Force Airmen from the 18th
Aeromedical Evacuation Squadron set
up an IV for a simulated patient during a
training over the Pacific Ocean, Oct. 14.

process.
“Not a lot of us are familiar with the KC46, but this is an aircraft that we can do a
basic medical evacuation,” said Capt. Milan Tandoc, 18th AES flight nurse. “Usually,
our aircraft that we use out here at Kadena
is a KC-135. The KC-46 has integral aeromedical evacuation equipment that is part
of the aircraft which is why all we have to do
is load our equipment.”
The KC-46A Pegasus is equipped with
two sets of litter stanchions for patients on
stretchers to be placed for monitoring, electrical outlets for medical instruments, oxygen tanks, and a brightly lit cargo area.
Once a doctor has determined that a patient needs to be evacuated for a higher level of care, they will talk to a flight surgeon,
who will contact PACAF headquarters
to see if a patient can be evacuated. In the
meantime, the doctor will stabilize the patient if they are not already stable. Once the
evacuation has been approved by headquarters and the patient has been determined
stable, an aeromedical evacuation squadron
is notified and sent out to evacuate the patient.
“We are grateful for their partnership,
so we can execute and train some of their
people while also giving a chance to some
of our people to learn what is going on here
out in the Pacific, specifically Kadena,” said
Kuhns.

OCTOBER 28, 2022
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Exercise Constant
Vigilance 2022
^

319th Expeditionary Reconnaissance Squadron
activates, hosts Assumption of Command

G

Hajime Nakama, left, the
mayor of Kin, Okinawa,
and U.S. Marine Corps Col.
Richard M. Martin, center, the
commanding officer of III MEF
Information Group, observe
local Japanese residents
participate in a tsunami
evacuation drill during Exercise
Constant Vigilance 2022 on
Camp Hansen, Oct. 18. The
annual drill was held to convey
the readiness and capabilities
of various installations and first
responders in the event of an
emergency.

(U.S. Marine Corps photo by Lance Cpl. Thomas Sheng)
(U.S. Air Force photos by Staff Sgt. Jessica Avallone)

^

^ Col. Jun Oh, 374th Operations Group commander, left, passes the 374th Operations Group guidon to Lt. Col. Alexander
Kelly, incoming 319th Expeditionary Reconnaissance Squadron commander, right, during the 319th ERS activation and
assumption of command ceremony at Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force Kanoya Air Base, Oct. 23.

By Staff Sgt. Jessica Avallone
374th Airlift Wing Public Affairs

10/25/2022 - KANOYA AIR FORCE
BASE, Japan — Lt Col. Alexander Kelly,
319th Expeditionary Reconnaissance
Squadron incoming commander, formally
assumed command of the 319th ERS at
Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force Kanoya
Air Base, October 23.
The lineage of the 319th Expeditionary
Reconnaissance Squadron dates to the
319th Fighter Squadron that was constituted and activated in 1942 at Mitchell
Field, New York. Over the years, it was
inactivated, reactivated, reorganized, and
redesignated multiple times. The unit was
last inactivated in 1977 as the 319th Fighter
Interceptor Training Squadron at Tyndall
Air Force Base, Florida. Fast forward
roughly 45 years, and on Kanoya Air Base
among Japanese Allies the historic moment
was witnessed during the reactivation of the
unit as the 319th Expeditionary Reconnaissance Squadron.
“The significance of this deployment
cannot be understated,” said Col. Jun Oh,
374th Operations Group commander and
presiding officer. “Our work here, together,
to serve side-by-side supporting real-world
requirements is groundbreaking. It is the
culmination of significant hard work on
both sides and exactly the kind of coop-

erative activity we must do to evolve the
U.S.-Japan Alliance to meet the evolving
challenges of today and the future.”
The assumption of command also
served as an activation ceremony that
kicks off a yearlong deployment. Pacific
Air Forces is deploying MQ-9 Reapers, a
medium-altitude, long-endurance remotely
piloted aircraft, and personnel to Japan
Maritime Self-Defense Force Kanoya Air
Base to conduct airborne reconnaissance
operations in close coordination with the
Japan Ministry of Defense in furtherance of
the U.S.–Japan treaty and to ensure a free
and open Indo-Pacific.
The MQ-9s will support Japan–U.S. intelligence, surveillance, and reconnaissance
priorities throughout the Indo-Pacific. This
will enhance the joint ability to respond
to threats and emerging situations, while
strengthening the alliance posture. Furthermore, the MQ-9s can be used to cooperatively address regional challenges such as
humanitarian assistance and disaster relief,
and other issues affecting the Indo-Pacific.
“We are grateful that after 75 years we
can come together to write a new chapter
together in this strategic location,” Oh said
“In doing so we are excited to be not just
representatives of the United States and the
U.S. Air Force, but also your neighbors, your
friends, and members of your community.”

(U.S. Marine Corps photo by Lance Cpl. Sebastian Rivera Aponte)

^A firefighter with Camp Kinser Fire Station, Marine Corps
Installations Pacific Fire and Emergency Services, briefs
Urasoe Fire Department firefighters a scenario prior to training
on Camp Kinser, Oct. 18.
(U.S. Marine Corps photo by Sgt. Kayla V. Staten)

^U.S. Marine Lt. Col. Danie N. Saaiman, executive
officer, Headquarters and Support Battalion, Marine
Corps Installations Pacific, Marine Corps Base Camp
Butler, and local residents participate in a Tsunami
Evacuation Drill during Exercise Constant Vigilance
2022 on Camp Foster, Oct. 18.
^

Attendees made up of
5th Air Force and 374th
Airlift Wing members
as well as Japanese
dignitaries and foreign
officials applaud during
the 319th Expeditionary
Reconnaissance
Squadron activation and
assumption of command
ceremony at Japan
Maritime Self-Defense
Force Kanoya Air Base,
Oct. 23.

Firefighters with Marine Corps Installations Pacific Fire
and Emergency Services transport a simulated casualty
in a confined space rescue drill during Exercise Constant
Vigilance 2022 on Camp Courtney, Oct. 19.

(U.S. Marine Corps photo by Cpl. Vincent Pham)
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1st Space Brigade NCO receives Soldier’s Medal for heroism
By Dottie White

U.S. Army Space and Missile
Defense Command

10/20/2022
PETERSON
SPACE FORCE BASE, Colo.
— Sgt. John B. Hamilton, U.S.
Army Space and Missile Defense
Command, received the Soldier’s
Medal, one of the Army’s most
distinguished awards for heroism
in a non-combat situation, during
a ceremony here, Oct. 18.
In August 2021 while on a
temporary duty assignment in
Okinawa, Hamilton was snorkeling with a group of fellow Soldiers
at Mermaid’s Grotto when a rip
current pulled Sgt. 1st Class Joshua Vallejo and two local nationals
out to sea.
Without hesitation, Hamilton,
a member of 4th Space Company,
1st Space Battalion, 1st Space
Brigade, risked his own life to
save them.
Cpt. Mitchell Phelps, the
detachment commander at that
time, said Hamilton jumped into

the rip current to quickly reach
Vallejo who was in real danger
about 100 meters out.
“It was terrifying,” said Vallejo.
“I was right next to Hamilton one
minute, and then I was just gone
out to sea. I was under the water to
the point where I was disoriented
and couldn’t figure out which
way was up or down. I couldn’t
see the shore. My vest was ripped
off. I was cramping up and having
a hard time swimming. I really
thought I was going to die.
“Then out of nowhere this
heroic, brave man showed up,”
Vallejo said. “I’ve never seen
anything like it. I am amazed at
him. He pulled me in and got me
to a safe place. I had a hard time
figuring out what was going on,
because I was so out of air and
disoriented.”
Vallejo said as he was being
held onto by a person to make
sure he did not fall over. He began
wondering where Hamilton went
and was concerned for his safety.

As it turns out, he had jumped
back into to the rip current to save
another person.
“I could barely stand, and he
went out there and did it twice,”
said Vallejo. “I am just honored. I
have served for 21 years. It is very
rare to meet your hero, and he is
mine. I am grateful to be alive.
I get to go home to my family
because of him.”
Hamilton was physically
unable to swim back out for the
third time. He stayed nearby to
direct a rescue team to the third
person saving that life as well.
With 35 years in the Army,
Lt. Gen. Daniel L. Karbler, commanding general, SMDC, said
this was the first time he has able
to award the Soldier’s Medal.
“This is such an honor for
me to present this award to you,
Sgt. Hamilton,” said Karbler.
“On behalf of SMDC and the
Army, I just want to thank you
for your actions that day and how
they speak volumes for you as a

USS Tripoli and VMM-262 (Reinforced)
Flight Operations in the East China Sea

(U.S. Army photo by Dottie White)

^ Sgt. John B. Hamilton, 1st Space Battalion, receives the Soldier's Medal, one of the Army’s
most distinguished awards for heroism in a non-combat situation, from Lt. Gen. Daniel L. Karbler,
commanding general, U.S. Army Space and Missile Defense Command, during a ceremony at
Peterson Space Force Base, Colorado, Oct. 18.

Soldier, as a noncommissioned
officer and as a person.”
After being presented with
the award, Hamilton shared his
thoughts from that day.
“I don’t think I did anything

different than anyone standing
here would have done,” he said. “I
think that I was in the right place
at the right time. I am so glad I
was there, and I just wanted to
help all three of them.”

Okinawa’s newest
Chief Petty Officers

Aircraft prepare for take-off on the flight deck
aboard amphibious assault carrier USS
Tripoli (LHA 7), East China Sea, Oct. 20.
Tripoli is operating in the U.S. 7th Fleet area
of operations to enhance interoperability
with allies and partners and serve as a ready
response force to defend peace and maintain
stability in the Indo-Pacific region.

(U.S. Marine Corps photos by Sgt. Savannah Mesimer)

^

(U.S. Navy photos by Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Peter Burghart)

^U.S. Navy Chief Petty Officers present colors during a pinning ceremony at Kadena Air
Base, Oct. 21. The chief pinning ceremony is a time-honored tradition that signals the Sailors’
entry into the Navy’s senior enlisted ranks. Each newly promoted Sailor received remarks from
Command Master Chief Donald L. Davis Jr., the Marine Forces Pacific CMDCM.

^An MV-22 Osprey tiltrotor aircraft assigned
to Marine Medium Tiltrotor Squadron (VMM)
262 (Reinforced) taxis on the flight deck
aboard amphibious assault carrier USS Tripoli
(LHA 7) Oct. 20.

^An F-35B Lightning II aircraft assigned
to Marine Medium Tiltrotor Squadron (VMM)
262 (Reinforced) launches from the flight deck
aboard amphibious assault carrier USS Tripoli
(LHA 7) Oct. 20.

^An MH-60S Sea Hawk helicopter assigned
to Helicopter Sea Combat Squadron (HSC)
23 flies over amphibious assault carrier USS
Tripoli (LHA 7) Oct. 20.

U.S. Navy Chief
Petty Officer
hospital corpsman
(FMF) Loyd Bernal
receives his chief
combination cover
during a pinning
ceremony at
Kadena Air Base,
Oct. 21.
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To submit an announcement for the base bulletin, please visit www.kadena.af.mil

NOTICE

Halloween Safety

- See and Be Seen on Halloween:
• Use reflective material/tape to help be seen
• Costumes should allow full movement and
visibility while being worn
• Refrain from distracted driving
- Situational Awareness:
• Be mindful of pedestrians and vehicles
around you during recreational activities
• Dress for the weather as it gets colder
• Beware of decorations that may create a
fire or tripping hazard

Okinawa City Disaster Prevention Drill

There will be a disaster prevention drill
taking place on Wednesday, November
2, in Okinawa City starting at 10:00. The
earthquake early warning and J-alert will
sound, and three minutes after that, you will
receive a notification on your phone. This drill
will not affect traffic.

USNHO Flu Shots Now Available

Walk-In Flu Vaccination Clinic from October
14 to November 8. Monday - Saturday from
0700-1500. All eligible USNHO beneficiaries
(Children 6 months and older) (Active
Duty family members/Retirees/Civilians/
Contractors/DODEA & their family members)
Location: Public Health Building (Bldg 972
across from Main Hospital)

DoD Tenant Satisfaction Survey

All residents living on base will receive an
email to the address they provided at checkin from CEL Associates. The email links to a
survey conducted by a third party at request
of Department of the Air Force. Please
take the time to express your opinions and
thoughts. Responses are confidential and
summarized back to the Air Force for trend
analysis and action. For more information,
contact DoD Family Housing Office at 6340582/0583.

Save Energy for Mission Readiness

As part of Energy Awareness Month, 718th
Civil Engineer Squadron Energy Section
will display reminders for all personnel to
conserve use of electricity, fuel and water
in their workplaces and homes. During
October, an information table will be placed
in the Main BX, with some give-away items
that emphasize the need to save energy by
all possible means. For more information,
contact Charles Chen at 632-4956.

How to File a Complaint with IG

If you believe you are unable to resolve your
complaint through supervisory channels, you
may seek IG assistance to determine if the
complaint should be filed with the IG. Anyone
can file a complaint if they reasonably believe
there is Fraud, Waste or Abuse (FWA) or
that inappropriate conduct has occurred
in violation of law, policy, procedures, or
regulation. To begin the process, you can
complete the personnel data information
on an AF Form 102 and briefly outline the
facts and relevant information related to
the issue or complaint. List the allegations
of wrongdoing briefly, in general terms and
provide supporting narrative detail and
documents later, when interviewed by an
IG person. Allegations should be written as
bullets and should answer who committed
the violation; what violation was committed;
what law, regulation, procedures, or
policy was violated; when did the violation
occur. Help is available: Email us at 18wg.
igqcomplaintsinquiries@us.af.mil (18th WG/
IGQ Complaints & Inquiries) or call your
Kadena IG office at 634-7622, 634-0442, or
634-1109 located in Building 92.

INFORMATION

Public Affairs Photo Studio New
Operation System

The Public Affairs photo studio will start
taking online appointments via the link:

https://18thwingpublicaffairsphotostudio.
setmore.com *Appointments can be made
from NIPR computers or personal devices.
The operation hour is still same as Mon - Thurs
from 9 - 11 a.m. and 1 - 4 p.m. Appointments
are available in half-hour increments. *Award,
bio, package submission photos or Official
Passport photos (require a letter or voucher
from your UDM or the passport office) are
scheduled on Monday – Wednesday. *Fulllength photos are only available on Thursday.
Photos are for official use only. For more
information / questions, please call at 6344013 / 634-3813.

Think Before You Drink

Don’t become a statistic. Think before you
drink. Don’t drive – call a ride. For a safe ride
home call these numbers: Kadena Taxi at
098-970-8888(option 8). Panda Taxi (off base)
098-937-8989. Daiko 098-932-4035.

Kadena and Camp Foster
Emergency Numbers

Kadena Fire Emergency Services reminds
everyone to program their cell phones
with the emergency numbers. To report an
emergency on Kadena via cell, dial 098-9345911, and from an office phone, dial 911. For
Camp Foster via cell, dial 098-911-1911, or
from an office phone, dial 911.

Kadena Air Base Chapel Worship
Opportunities

The Kadena Air Base Chapels offer a
multitude of Worship Opportunities.
• Catholic Sunday Mass at Chapel 1, from 8
a.m. to noon.
• Protestant Worship Services on Sunday.
1. Traditional at Chapel 2, start at 9 a.m. / 2.
Contemporary at Chapel 1, start at 10 a.m.
/ 3. Gospel at Chapel 3, start at 11 a.m.
• Jewish Services at Chapel 2, start at 6:15
p.m. on Fridays.
• Buddhist Services at Chapel 2, start at 7

p.m. every 4th Wednesday.
• Norse Pagan Services at Chapel 2, from 10
a.m. to noon on Saturday.
For more information, contact Airman 1st
Class Mary Hanna at 634-1288.

The Wired Bean’s Ohana Nights

Every 1st, 3rd, and 5th Thursday of the month
is Ohana Night at the Wired Bean (Bldg.
612). Various organizations around the base
prepare home cooked meals for our E1 - E4
unaccompanied service members. The free
food and drinks are available while supplies
last. For more information, contact Melissa
Rafferty at 634-1288.

Airmen Against Drunk Driving

Airmen Against Drunk Driving operates every
Friday and Saturday night from 9 p.m. to 1
a.m. within 3 miles of Kadena Air Base.For
a ride, call 098-961-2233 or message us on
Facebook at Kadena AB A2D2. To volunteer
to drive for AADD, you may find the link to
our sign-up page on Facebook at Kadena AB
A2D2. For more information, contact Senior
Airman Ethan Chenoweth at 634-5897.

UPCOMING EVENTS

8th Annual Veterans Day Parade

The 8th Annual Veteran’s Day Parade will
be held November 11, starting at 10 a.m.
marching along Douglas Blvd ending at
Marek Park with food trucks, vendors and
an ABBPC Blood Drive. For more information
and to stay updated about the event, visit our
Facebook at “Kadena AB Annual Veteran’s
Day Parade”.

FCC License Opportunity

Are you looking to expand your knowledge
of aircraft/radio systems while earning a
lifetime certification at no out of pocket
costs?
The
General
Radiotelephone
Operator License is granted by the FCC
and is required by any persons who adjust,

OCTOBER 28, 2022
maintain, or internally repair FCC licensed
radiotelephone transmitters. The virtual
classes are held every month, November’s
class starts November 18 at 7 p.m. You will
receive 9 college credits in 2 days and it is a
lifetime certification that is 100% covered by
AFCOOL. For more information, contact Staff
Sgt. Jayme Pate at 634-5337.

4-Man Scramble Golf Tournament

The 82nd Reconnaissance Squadron
is sponsoring a 4-man scramble golf
tournament at Banyan Tree Golf Course
November 4 teeing off at 7:30 a.m. Lunch will
be provided afterwards as well. To sign up
or for more information, contact Staff Sgt.
Nathlee Strickland at 080-6497-8500.

African-American Heritage Council
Spades and Game night

Join us November 19 beginning at 6 p.m.
for a fun night of Spades, Dominoes, and
board games. The event will be held at the
Weekender’s Lounge located at the Kadena
Officer’s Club and is free to attend. This event
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is adults only as there will be a bar available.
For more information, contact Master Sgt.
Ricardo Griffin at 634-5488.

African-American Heritage Council
Monthly Meeting

Join us November 17 at noon for our monthly
African-American Heritage Council meeting.
On the agenda is this month’s upcoming
events and volunteer opportunities. The
monthly meetings are held every third
Thursday of the month at noon in the USO
conference room located by Gate 2. For more
information, contact Master Sgt. Ricardo
Griffin at 634-5488.

AFSA General Membership Meeting

Your local AFSA Chapter 1553 would like
to invite you to our General Membership
Meetings held on the third Wednesday
of each month from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30
p.m. at Rocker Enlisted Club. Join us as
we discuss current events, invite guest
speakers, present awards, and review
relevant legislation changes pertaining to
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military service members and their families.
Join AFSA: https://members.hqafsa.org/
Members_AFSA/EZ_Join.aspx
Follow
Chapter 1553 https://www.facebook.com/
AFSAChapter1553 For more information,
contact Tech. Sgt. Brian Diaz at 634-3233 or
Tech. Sgt. Jesus Cintron at 634-8832.

VOLUNTEER

Kadena Tax Center Volunteer

11
Needed

Kadena Tax Center needs Volunteers for
Tax Year 2022. Experience is not required
and training is available. IRS in person
training from January 30 to February 3,
2023. If you are interested, sign up at
the link: https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/508094EABAD2BA4F58-2022 For more
information, contact Evelyn Mickles at 6345013.
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