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F-35s, B-52s support a Free and Open Indo-Pacific

A U.S. Marine Corps F-35B Lightning II with Marine 
Fighter Attack Squadron (VMFA) 242, receives fuel 
from a U.S. Air Force KC-135 Stratotanker, assigned 
to the 909th Air Refueling Squadron, Kadena Air 
Base, over the Indo-Pacific theater, Sept. 28. U.S. 
Air Force and Marine Corps aircrews routinely train 
together to enhance bilateral interoperability in 
support of the defense of Japan while securing a free 
and open Indo-Pacific region.

A U.S. Air Force 2nd Bomb Wing B-52 Stratofortress 
receives fuel from a U.S. Air Force KC-135 
Stratotanker, assigned to the 909th Air Refueling 
Squadron, over the Pacific Ocean, Sept. 30. 
Aerial refueling operations allow other aircraft the 
opportunity to increase their reach and power, 
conducting operations for a longer duration in 
support of a free and open Indo-Pacific.
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(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Gary Hilton)

Kadena Fire Station 1 
hosts Fire Prevention 
Week open house

U.S. Air Force Staff Sgt. Joseph Cristi, 18th Civil Engineer Squadron crew chief, and a guest of 
the Fire House NO. 1 Open House operate the jaws of life at Kadena Air Base, Oct. 1. 18 CES 
gave participants the opportunity to operate rescue equipment.

(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Yosselin Campos)

5th EACCS deactivates

U.S. Air Force Col. Henry Schantz, 18th Operations Group commander, addresses the 5th Expeditionary Airborne Command and Control 
Squadron during its deactivation ceremony at Kadena Air Base, Sept. 30. Prior to deactivation, the 5th EACCS flew the E-8C Joint Surveillance 
Target Attack Radar System, which provides theater ground and air commanders with ground surveillance to support attack operations and 
targeting that contributes to the delay, disruption and destruction of enemy forces.

By Staff Sgt. 
Savannah Waters 
and Airman 1st Class 
Sebastian Romawac     
18th Wing Public Affairs
9/28/2022 - KADENA AIR BASE 
— Dr. Victoria Coleman, Chief 
Scientist of the U.S. Air Force, vis-
ited Kadena Air Base, during a 
tour of military installations with-
in the Indo-Pacific Sept. 25-28.
 Dr. Coleman serves as the 
Chief Scientific Adviser to the 
Secretary of the Air Force, Air 
Force Chief of Staff, and Chief 
of Space Operations, providing 
assessments on a wide range of 
scientific and technical issues ^Dr. Victoria Coleman, left, Air Force Chief Scientist, coins Tech. Sgt. Justin Sprinkel, right, 18th 

Wing Innovations Lab NCO in-charge, for his project management accomplishments at Kadena 
Air Base, Sept. 27.

Air Force Chief Scientist visits Kadena

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Sebastian Romawac)

U.S. and Japan conduct bilateral exercise

(Courtesy photo by JASDF) 

Following the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea’s ballistic missile launch over Japan on Oct. 
4, U.S. Marine Corps fighters joined Japan Air Self-Defense Force (JASDF) fighters in a bilateral 
exercise over the Sea of Japan on Oct. 4. The JASDF and U.S. forces routinely work together to 
enhance operational readiness and responses to regional threats while defending our nations, 
and to further strengthen regional peace and stability.
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Representatives with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Department of Defense Education Activity, 
and the U.S. Marine Corps pose for a group photo with student participants during the 2022 Youth 
Exchange Program at Camp Lester Middle School on Camp Lester, Oct. 2. The program was 
organized by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Department of Defense Education which allowed 
participants from both Japan and the U.S. to practice healthy communication skills and participate 
in activities to learn more about each other’s cultures. 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs, DoDEA, and USMC 
representatives promote a Youth Exchange Program

Japanese Air Self-Defense Force cadets and Airmen 
pose for a group photo at Kadena Air Base, Sept. 27. 
The cadets interacted with Airmen, learning about the 
18th Wing’s mission and capabilities. The Japanese 
Observer Exchange Program strengthens the Japan-
U.S. alliance and interoperability.

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Tylir Meyer)

(U.S. Marine Corps photo by Lance Cpl. Jonathan Beauchamp) 
(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman Alexis Redin)

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Tylir Meyer)

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Sebastian Romawac)

^Dr. Victoria Coleman, Air Force Chief Scientist, left, and a 67th Fighter 
Squadron pilot, right, pose for a picture before their flight on an F-15D Eagle 
at Kadena Air Base, Sept. 26.

^Airmen line up at the start of a relay race at Kadena Air 
Base, Sept. 29. Among other activities, Kadena’s Sports Day 
featured relay sprints that squadrons competed in. The first 
annual event incorporated two of the pillars of Comprehensive 
Airman Fitness; physical and social.

An Airman hits the ball during the Kadena Sports 
Day softball game at Kadena Air Base, Sept. 
29. The event consisted of various competitive 
activities including volleyball, basketball, softball 
and ultimate frisbee. 

affecting the department’s mission.
 In this role, she identifies and ana-
lyzes technical issues, bringing them to 
the attention of department leaders. She 
interacts with other operational com-
manders, combatant commands, ac-
quisition, and science and technology 
communities to address cross-organiza-
tional issues and provide solutions.
 Prior to accepting the role of Chief 
Scientist, Dr. Coleman served as the 
22nd Director of the Defense Advanced 
Research Projects Agency where she 
oversaw a large suite of innovative pro-
grams. Among the various units she vis-
ited here, she made time to stop by the 
Innovation Lab to observe current Sho-

gun Spark projects.
 “Having the Air Force Chief Scien-
tist visit was incredible as she gave us 
a strategic level of understanding on 
the direction of innovation and prod-
uct development for the entire enter-
prise,” said U.S. Air Force Master Sgt. 
Jason Yunker, 18th Logistics Readiness 
Squadron fuels operations section chief. 
“She also was able to connect us with 
valuable resources to further this [inno-
vative] culture not only at Kadena, but 
the entire Spark Cell Community.”
 The Chief Scientist also interacts 
with other services and the Office of the 
Secretary of Defense on issues affecting 
the Department of the Air Force’s tech-
nical enterprise. She serves on the Exec-
utive Committee of the Air Force Scien-

tific Advisory Board and is the Principal 
Science and Technology Representative 
of the Air Force to the civilian scientif-
ic and engineering community and the 
public at large.
 Dr. Coleman has more than 36 years 
of experience in computer science and 
technology, including as both an aca-
demic leader and industry executive.
 Shogun Warriors were given the op-
portunity to ask Dr. Coleman ques-
tions, exchange strategic insights and 
showcase Kadena’s mission operations. 
While here, Dr. Coleman stressed the 
importance of innovation within the 
U.S. Air Force, and recognized 18th 
Wing Airmen for accomplishments 
made toward a free and open Indo-Pa-
cific.
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By Jim Garamone     
DOD News
10/3/2022 - WASHINGTON 
— All the military component 
commanders of U.S. Indo-Pacif-
ic Command stress the need for 
partnership in the immense re-
gion of the world.
 Reporters traveling with Secre-

tary of Defense Lloyd J. Austin III 
interviewed with the component 
commanders: Air Force Gen. Ken-
neth S. Wilsbach, the commander 
of Pacific Air Forces; Navy Adm. 
Samuel Paparo, commander of 
the Navy’s Pacific Fleet, and Army 
Maj. Gen. Peter N. Benchoff, the 
chief of staff of U.S. Army Pacific.

 They discussed the readiness of 
U.S. forces in the region to defend 
U.S. interests, and all emphasized 
the work soldiers, sailors, air-
men, Marines and Guardians do 
to build interoperability, under-
standing and procedures to work 
with allies, partners and friends.
 The United States is a Pacific 

power with vital national interests 
spread throughout the region.
 “Our objective is to, to help 
contribute to a free and open In-
do-Pacific,” Wilsbach said at his 
headquarters at Hickam Air Force 
Base. “We do that through most-
ly airpower, and we obviously have 
many airmen, and we have aircraft 
that can generate that air power. 
But one other way that we do this 
is through allies and partners.”
 China is the pacing threat in 
the region, but Russia also main-
tains significant forces in the Pa-
cific. “Clearly, China wants to 
be the world’s only superpow-
er, and they actually believe that 
everybody else has to be a los-
er, and they can be the only win-
ner,” Wilsbach said. “It’s clear 
that they want to impose their 
will on the world, especially their 
close neighbors. And that’s, that’s 
counter to our objective of [being] 

free and open.”
 Pacific Air Forces is at a very 
high readiness level across the re-
gion from Alaska and Hawaii to 
Guam, Japan, and Korea, the gen-
eral said. The airmen train hard 
and they interact with allies and 
partners all the time. “We get in-
teroperability with those allies and 
partners,” he said.
 He spoke about the recent-
ly concluded Pitch Black exercise 
hosted by Australia. As the name 
implies, it is an exercise that em-
phasizes operating in low light. 
“There were 17 countries flying,” 
he said. “And often when you have 
that many countries flying in one 
exercise, you actually have to re-
duce the complexity of the exercise 
so that everybody can participate.”
 But that didn’t happen; there 
was not reduction in complexity, 
he said. “It was about as compli-
cated as a mission as we train to. 
Watching the mission unfold, I 
was extremely impressed with the 
professionalism and the airman-
ship that was displayed by all 17 
countries.”

(U.S. Navy photo by Lt. j.g. Mohammad Issa) 

Indo-Pacific component commanders 
stress importance of partners

^Sailors assigned to the Independence-variant littoral combat ship USS Charleston (LCS 18) pose for a photo with servicemembers from nations’ 
participating in the Royal Australian Navy (RAN) Exercise Kakadu 2022 (KA22) at Fort Hill Wharf in Darwin, Australia, Sept. 13.
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NOTICE 
Kadena Medical Appointment Line 
System
The Kadena medical appointment line system is 
having technical difficulties connecting patients to 
the Appointment Line’s technicians. If patients need 
to make or cancel an appointment with their clinic 
they should call DSN 630-1920 or Japanese Cells 
call the base operator at 098-938-1111, then dial 
630-1920. Patients are encouraged to use Secure 
Messaging. To make an appointment, cancel or 
reschedule, visit https://app.tolsecuremessaging.
com / or www.tricareonline.com  If patients call 
the appointment line at DSN 630-4817/JP Cell 
098-960-4817 & select Option 1, 1 (Connect them 
to make/schedule an appointment with Clinics), 
the patient will remain in the queue indefinitely and 
is the reason for the technical difficulties. NOTE: All 
other appointment line options (i.e. Mental Health, 
Dental Clinic, Tricare, etc.) are still active. Listen to 
all options available if calling DSN 630-4817 or JP 
Cell 098-960-4817.  For Medical Emergencies Call 
911 on base (098-934-5911 off base) or proceed to 
the Emergency Department located at U.S. Naval 
Hospital on Camp Foster. 

Kadena Medical Clinic closures
Please be advised the Kadena Medical Clinic will 
be CLOSED and not providing any services on 10 
October 2022. Patients are encouraged to plan 
their refills and medical care accordingly. For any 

medical emergencies please report to USNHO 
Emergency Department at Camp Foster or call 
098-934-5911 (or 911 on base).

How to File a Complaint with IG
If you believe you are unable to resolve your 
complaint through supervisory channels, you may 
seek IG assistance to determine if the complaint 
should be filed with the IG. Anyone can file a 
complaint if they reasonably believe there is Fraud, 
Waste or Abuse (FWA) or that inappropriate conduct 
has occurred in violation of law, policy, procedures, 
or regulation. To begin the process, you can 
complete the personnel data information on an AF 
Form 102 and briefly outline the facts and relevant 
information related to the issue or complaint. List 
the allegations of wrongdoing briefly, in general 
terms and provide supporting narrative detail 
and documents later, when interviewed by an IG 
person. Allegations should be written as bullets 
and should answer who committed the violation; 
what violation was committed; what law, regulation, 
procedures, or policy was violated; when did the 
violation occur.  Help is available: Email us at 
18wg.igqcomplaintsinquiries@us.af.mil (18th WG/
IGQ Complaints & Inquiries) or call your Kadena IG 
office at 634-7622, 634-0442, or 634-1109 located 
in Building 92.

INFORMATION
Public Affairs Photo Studio New 

Operation System
The Public Affairs photo studio will start 
taking online appointments via the link: 
https://18thwingpublicaffairsphotostudio.setmore.
com *Appointments can be made from NIPR 
computers or personal devices. The operation 
hour is still same as Mon - Thurs from 9 - 11 
a.m. and 1 - 4 p.m.  Appointments are available 
in half-hour increments.  *Award, bio, package 
submission photos or Official Passport photos 
(require a letter or voucher from your UDM or 
the passport office) are scheduled on Monday – 
Wednesday. *Full-length photos are only available 
on Thursday.  Photos are for official use only. For 
more information / questions, please call at 634-
4013 / 634-3813.

Think Before You Drink
Don’t become a statistic. Think before you 
drink. Don’t drive – call a ride.  For a safe ride 
home call these numbers: Kadena Taxi at 
098-970-8888(option 8). Panda Taxi (off base) 098-
937-8989. Daiko 098-932-4035.

Kadena and Camp Foster 
Emergency Numbers
Kadena Fire Emergency Services reminds everyone 
to program their cell phones with the emergency 
numbers. To report an emergency on Kadena via 
cell, dial 098-934-5911, and from an office phone, 
dial 911. For Camp Foster via cell, dial 098-911-

1911, or from an office phone, dial 911.

Kadena Air Base Chapel Worship 
Opportunities
The Kadena Air Base Chapels offer a multitude of 
Worship Opportunities.
• Catholic Sunday Mass at Chapel 1, from 8 a.m. 

to noon.
• Protestant Worship Services on Sunday.
1. Traditional at Chapel 2, start at 9 a.m. / 2. 

Contemporary at Chapel 1, start at 10 a.m. / 3. 
Gospel at Chapel 3, start at 11 a.m.

• Jewish Services at Chapel 2, start at 6:15 p.m. 
on Fridays.

• Buddhist Services at Chapel 2, start at 7 p.m. 
every 4th Wednesday.

• Norse Pagan Services at Chapel 2, from 10 a.m. 
to noon on Saturday.

For more information, contact Airman 1st Class 
Mary Hanna at 634-1288.

The Wired Bean’s Ohana Nights
Every 1st, 3rd, and 5th Thursday of the month is 
Ohana Night at the Wired Bean (Bldg. 612). Various 
organizations around the base prepare home 
cooked meals for our E1 - E4 unaccompanied 
service members. The free food and drinks 
are available while supplies last.　For more 
information, contact Melissa Rafferty at 634-1288.

Airmen Against Drunk Driving
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Airmen Against Drunk Driving operates every Friday 
and Saturday night from 9 p.m. to 1 a.m. within 3 
miles of Kadena Air Base.For a ride, call 098-961-
2233 or message us on Facebook at Kadena AB 
A2D2. To volunteer to drive for AADD, you may find 
the link to our sign-up page on Facebook at Kadena 
AB A2D2.   For more information, contact Senior 
Airman Ethan Chenoweth at 634-5897.

WIC Overseas Program
WIC Overseas is a supplemental nutrition 
program designed for pregnant, postpartum, and 
breastfeeding women, infants and children up to the 
age of 5. As a WIC Overseas participant, you can 
receive nutrition education in the form of individual 
counseling and group classes, breastfeeding 
support, supplemental foods such as milk, juice, 
cheese, cereal, eggs and fresh fruits and vegetables, 
and referrals to other health care agencies. For 
more information and to check financial/residential 
eligibility, visit or call the WIC Overseas office 
nearest you. Kadena Air Base: (Bldg. 428) at 632-
9427 or 632-6223; off base, call: 098-938-1111, 
then 632-9427/6223. Camp Foster: (Bldg. 5717) 
at 645-9419; off base, call: 098-970-9419. Camp 
Courtney: (Bldg. 4408) at 622-9424; off base, call: 
098-954-9424. Camp Kinser: (Bldg. 107, Room 121) 
at 637-4899; off base, call: 098-970-5555.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Hispanic Heritage Multicultural 
Development Panel
Hispanic Heritage Multicultural Development Panel 
will be held October 13 at Keystone Theater from 
noon to 3 p.m. You are all invited to join us as we 
celebrate Hispanic Heritage Observance Month (Sep 
15 – Oct 15). One of the many events happening in 
Kadena is the Multicultural Leadership/Development 
panel. Hispanic/Latin Leaders will share their 
personal/military stories covering triumphs, 
challenges, and much more.  For more information, 
contact Tech. Sgt. Brian Diaz at 634-3233 or Tech. 
Sgt. Jesus Cintron at 634-8832.

Movie Night in the Park
The Hispanic Heritage committee will be hosting 
movie night in the park October 14 at Marek Park. 
Showings will start at 5:30 p.m. with Encanto 
followed by 7 p. m. showing of Selena. For more 
information, contact Airman 1st Class Christina 
Senteno at 634-2298. 

FCC License Opportunity
Are you looking to expand your knowledge of 

aircraft/radio systems while earning a lifetime 
certification at no out of pocket costs? The General 
Radiotelephone Operator License is granted by 
the FCC and is required by any persons who 
adjust, maintain, or internally repair FCC licensed 
radiotelephone transmitters. The virtual classes are 
held every month, October’s class starts October 14 
at 7 p.m. You will receive 9 college credits in 2 days 
and it is a lifetime certification that is 100% covered 
by AFCOOL. For more information, contact Staff 
Sgt. Jayme Pate at 634-5337.

AFSA General Membership Meeting
Your local AFSA Chapter 1553 would like to invite 
you to our General Membership Meetings held on 
the third Wednesday of each month from 11:30 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at Rocker Enlisted Club. Join 
us as we discuss current events, invite guest 
speakers, present awards, and review relevant 
legislation changes pertaining to military service 
members and their families. Join AFSA: https://
members.hqafsa.org/Members_AFSA/EZ_Join.aspx     
Follow Chapter 1553  https://www.facebook.com/
AFSAChapter1553 For more information, contact 
Tech. Sgt. Brian Diaz at 634-3233 or Tech. Sgt. Jesus 
Cintron at 634-8832.
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