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A U.S. Air Force 44th Fighter Squadron F-15C Eagle 
receives fuel from a 909th Air Refueling Squadron 
KC-135 Stratotanker over South Korea, Nov. 4. 
Kadena’s F-15’s were the first operational Eagles 
outfitted with an active electronically-scanned array 
radar, and the Legion Pod, the first infrared search-
and-track system compatible with the aircraft.

(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Jessi Roth) 

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Tylir Meyer)

(U.S. Air Force photos by Airman 1st Class Sebastian Romawac)

909th ARS 
refuels 
the Eagles

U.S. Air Force Lt. Gen. Ricky Rupp, U.S. Forces Japan and Fifth Air Force commander, greets Airmen from 
the 718th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron at Kadena Air Base, Nov. 15. Rupp visited Kadena to observe and 
participate in exercise Keen Sword 23 events. Keen Sword is a biennial, joint, and bilateral field-training 
exercise, involving the U.S. military and Japan Self-Defense Forces, designed to increase readiness and 
interoperability while strengthening the ironclad Japan-U.S. alliance. 

    A U.S. Air Force F-15C 
Eagle assigned to the 67th 
Fighter Squadron taxis on the 
flightline while Japan Air Self-
Defense Force F-2s assigned 
to the 6th Fighter Squadron 
return from their flights during 
the aviation training relocation 
program at JASDF Tsuiki Air 
Base, Fukuoka, Nov. 10.

    A Japan Air 
Self-Defense Force 
crew chief, left, 
shakes hands with 
Airman 1st Class 
Austin Edrington, 
right, 67th Aircraft 
Maintenance Unit 
crew chief, after 
trading unit patches 
during the aviation 
training relocation 
program at JASDF 
Tsuiki Air Base, 
Fukuoka, Nov. 15.

^A Japan Air Self-Defense Force supply officer, 
right, gives a tour of their supply warehouse to U.S. 
Air Force Staff Sgt. Asia Dorsey, left, 18th Logistics 
Readiness Squadron supply NCO in charge, during 
the aviation training relocation program at JASDF 
Tsuiki Air Base, Fukuoka, Nov. 15. Members 
participating in the ATR are from various units under 
the 18th Wing and will be given the opportunity to 
practice deployed operations in a joint environment 
alongside JASDF’s 8th Air Wing. 

^

USAF, JASDF strengthening the alliance  

^
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Kadena holds 8th Annual Veterans Day Parade
Members from Kadena 
High School and 
Kubasaki Marine Corps 
Junior ROTC participate 
in the 8th Annual 
Veterans Day Parade at 
Kadena Air Base, Nov. 11.

Members of Kadena’s Honor 
Guard lead the 8th Annual 
Veterans Day Parade at 
Kadena Air Base, Nov. 11. 
Kadena’s Honor Guard team 
led and paced the parade 
while representing past and 
present service members. 

(Courtesy photo)

 (U.S. Air Force photos by Senior Airman Gary Hilton) 

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Gary Hilton) 

^Airmen assigned to the 353rd Special Operations 
Aircraft Maintenance Squadron participate in the 8th 
Annual Veterans Day Parade at Kadena Air Base, Nov. 11.  
The parade was the first wing-level Veterans Day parade 
held on Kadena. 

^The Kadena High School band participates in the 8th Annual Veterans Day Parade at Kadena Air Base, Nov. 11.

^Timothy Dennis, retired U. S. Marine Corps. Master 
Sgt., leads the American Legion Post 28 Okinawa Riders 
during the 8th Annual Veterans Day Parade at Kadena 
Air Base, Nov. 11. The American Legion Riders is one of 
the fastest growing and most highly visible of the many 
programs offered by The American Legion. 

A group photo of Kubasaki 
High School band in the 8th 
Annual Veterans Day Parde at 
Kadena Air Base, Nov. 11.
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By Commander Task Force 72
11/8/2022 - ROYAL NEW ZEALAND AIR 
FORCE BASE OHAKEA, New Zealand — 
The ‘Red Lancers’ of Patrol Squadron (VP) 
10 demonstrated the capabilities of the P-8A 
Poseidon for the Royal New Zealand Air 
Force (RNZAF) on Royal New Zealand Air 
Force Base Ohakea, October 19-27.
 One P-8A aircraft, along with nine 
aircrew members and nine aircraft main-
tainers conducted flight operations within 
the exclusive economic zones (EEZ) of New 
Zealand and Fiji.
 VP-10 showcased a static display of the 
P-8A, executed three mission flights and 
one MK-39 Expendable Mobile Anti-Sub-
marine Warfare Training Target (EMATT) 
flight. Members of the RNZAF were able 
to gain familiarity with the aircraft during 
flight operations and anti-submarine war-
fare training.
 Military and civilian New Zealanders 
expressed excitement upon the arrival of 
the P-8A Poseidon aircraft and the C-130 
Hercules from the United States.
 “We’re receiving four new P-8s and five 
new C-130Js from the U.S., which is amaz-
ing for New Zealand,” said Pilot Officer 
Andrew Lindsay, RNZAF. “There has never 
been a better time to be in the RNZAF. 
I’m excited to be part of the new military 
generation.”
 During the three days of mission flights, 
VP-10 conducted surveillance and took 
photographs of fishing vessels of interest.
 “Most fishing vessels abide by maritime 
law; with their transponder on, correctly 
identifying their vessel category and flying 
their flag of origin,” said Flight Lieutenant 
(FLTLT) Andrew Sunde, RNZAF. “Some-
times we will find fishing vessels misiden-
tify themselves or conduct illegal fishing 
practices within an exclusive economic 

zone. International organizations may find 
fishermen from third world countries 
extorted for their labor by entities that do 
not abide by the basic human rights that are 
standard in New Zealand and the U.S.”
 Using the P-8’s onboard MX-20 camera, 
VP-10 found a fishing vessel that misiden-
tified itself carrying fishing gear within Fiji’s 
EEZ.
 “Sometimes these fishermen operate 
in poor conditions and work for low pay 
months on out,” Sunde continued. “The 

fishing vessels will stay in the area while 
another ship will come pick up the fishing 
products in sea and sell for profit. For the 
fishermen who abide by maritime law, it is 
nice for them to see us here while they’re 
fishing in the deep sea. It’s like seeing a 
police officer patrol on your street. When 
fishermen see patrol aircraft in the area, it 
encourages them and others to continue to 
conduct lawful fishing practices.”
 VP-10 photographed and identified six 
fishing vessels over the span of three days. 

“We want to assist Fiji to enforce legal fish-
ing practices within its exclusive economic 
zone,” said Andrew Sunde. “New Zealand 
and our allies believe in human rights, safe 
working conditions and sustainable fishing 
practices.”
 The ‘Red Lancers’ had the opportunity 
to volunteer 76 manhours of community 
service with Whatunga Tūao Volunteer 
Central. VP-10 weeded and mulched a 
corner section of Edwards Pit Park in Palm-
erston North, NZ. Squadron members were 
given a blessing by the local Māori tribe 
Rangitāne, planted a commemorative tree 
donated by Leafland Tree Nursery and were 
provided a grilled breakfast donated by the 
Mad Butcher outlet.
 VP-10, based out of Naval Air Station 
Jacksonville, is currently operating from 
Kadena Air Base in Okinawa. The squadron 
conducts Maritime Patrol and Reconnais-
sance as well as theater outreach operations 
as part of a rotational deployment to the 
U.S. 7th Fleet area of operations. 

   Members of Patrol 
Squadron (VP) 10 and the 
Royal New Zealand Air 
Force pose for a group photo 
on the final day of Operation 
Kuru Kuru, Oct. 26. The 
VP-10 “Red Lancers” are 
currently operating from 
Kadena Air Base, conducting 
maritime patrol and 
reconnaissance, as well as 
theater outreach operations, 
as part of a rotational 
deployment to the U.S. 7th 
Fleet area of operations.

(U.S. Navy photos by Lt. Ashley Hutson) 

^Members of Patrol Squadron (VP) 10 and the Royal New Zealand Air Force pose in front of a US Navy P-8A 
Poseidon during Operation Kuru Kuru, Oct. 20.

^Lt. j.g Morgan Hilberer discusses the capabilities of the 
P-8A Poseidon with the Royal New Zealand Air Force during 
Operation Kuru Kuru, Oct. 20.

^
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Raptors wrap-up arrival at the 18th Wing

(U.S. Air Force photos by Senior Airman Jessi Roth) 

^Senior Airman Michael Borzon, 3rd Aircraft Maintenance Squadron crew 
chief, salutes an F-22 Raptor pilot assigned to the 525th Fighter Squadron 
as he arrives for a temporary deployment to Kadena Air Base, Nov. 8. For 
decades, Kadena Air Base has served as the keystone of the Pacific.

A U.S. Air Force F-22 Raptor 
assigned to the 525th Fighter 
Squadron arrives as part of 
a temporary deployment to 
Kadena Air Base, Nov. 8.

^Airman 1st Class Carly Selitto, 3rd Aircraft 
Maintenance Squadron crew chief, marshals 
a 525th Fighter Squadron F-22 Raptor as it 
arrives for a temporary deployment to Kadena 
Air Base, Nov. 8. The Raptors, hailing from 
Joint Base Elmendorf-Richardson, Alaska, will 
work in conjunction with local Kadena-based 
assets to enhance U.S. operational readiness 
to defend Japan and ensure a free and open 
Indo-Pacific.

   U.S. Air Force maintenance 
personnel assigned to the 
3rd Aircraft Maintenance 
Squadron conduct recovery 
procedures on an F-22 Raptor 
assigned to the 525th Fighter 
Squadron as it arrives for 
a temporary deployment to 
Kadena Air Base, Nov. 8.

^
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(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Jessi Roth) 

A U.S. Air Force F-15C Eagle 
assigned to the 44th Fighter 
Squadron is parked on the flightline 
at Kadena Air Base, Nov. 8.  
Nighttime flying exercises provide 
fighter squadron aircrew and 
support personnel the experience 
needed to maintain a ready force 
capable of defending a free and 
open Indo-Pacific, day and night.

   Airmen from the 733d Air Mobility 
Squadron guide Japan Ground 
Self-Defense Force member driving 
a surface-to-air missile vehicle at 
Kadena Air Base, Nov. 3.

   Airmen from the 733d Air Mobility 
Squadron pose with members of the 
Japan Ground Self-Defense Force for 
a photo in front of a U.S. Air Force C-17 
Globemaster at Kadena Air Base, Nov. 
3. The 733d AMS coordinated with their 
JGSDF counterparts for this Static Load 
Training to exercise the critical capabilities 
required to support the defense of the 
Indo-Pacific region.

Bi-lateral Static Load Training

 (U.S. Air Force photos by Airman 1st Class Alexis Redin) 

^

^
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Army sustainers focus on grenade 
skills to increase lethality

By Sean Kimmons
U.S. Army Garrison Japan Public Affairs
11/8/2022 - COMBINED ARMS TRAIN-
ING CENTER CAMP FUJI, Japan — The 
battalion has steadily honed its readiness 
through recent training events that had 
Soldiers brave a gas chamber as well as par-
ticipate in a Best Warrior Competition.
 As the only U.S. Army sustainment unit 
in mainland Japan, Command Sgt. Maj. 
Paul J. Denson, the battalion’s senior enlisted 
leader, said that his unit has to maintain its 
lethality.
 “Many times, as sustainers, we do not 
get as many sets and reps as our maneuver 
brothers and sisters,” he said. “To build 
lethality, you have to ensure that you build 
sets and reps and confidence. And to do that 
you have to come out and do the hard work.”
 Soldiers working hard together can then 
improve unit cohesion, which Denson was 
able to witness on the grenade range.
 “It’s not often that units throw live hand 
grenades,” he said. “Just receiving some of 
the feedback from my younger Soldiers, 
they’re saying that it has definitely helped 
them build camaraderie.
 “They won’t forget this day and they won’t 

forget the opportunity of throwing live hand 
grenades and being ready if called upon.”
 The battalion has steadily honed its 
readiness through recent training events that 
had Soldiers brave a gas chamber as well as 
participate in a Best Warrior Competition.
 As the only U.S. Army sustainment unit 
in mainland Japan, Command Sgt. Maj. 
Paul J. Denson, the battalion’s senior enlisted 
leader, said that his unit has to maintain its 
lethality.
 “Many times, as sustainers, we do not 
get as many sets and reps as our maneuver 
brothers and sisters,” he said. “To build 
lethality, you have to ensure that you build 
sets and reps and confidence. And to do that 
you have to come out and do the hard work.”
 Soldiers working hard together can then 
improve unit cohesion, which Denson was 
able to witness on the grenade range.
 “It’s not often that units throw live hand 
grenades,” he said. “Just receiving some of 
the feedback from my younger Soldiers, 
they’re saying that it has definitely helped 
them build camaraderie.
 “They won’t forget this day and they won’t 
forget the opportunity of throwing live hand 
grenades and being ready if called upon.”

 (U.S. Army photos by Sean Kimmons)

A hand grenade 
explodes on a 
small range at 
Combined Arms 
Training Center 
Camp Fuji, Nov. 2.

^Staff Sgt. Jarred Webb, an ammunitions specialist with 
the 35th Combat Sustainment Support Battalion, takes hand 
grenades out of their cardboard canisters during training at 
Combined Arms Training Center Camp Fuji, Japan, Nov. 2.
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By Commander, Task Force 70 / 
Carrier Strike Group 5
11/11/2022 - PHILIPPINE SEA (NNS) — 
Opening ceremonies kicked-off exercise 
Malabar 2022, Nov. 8, followed by scheduled 
at-sea exercises involving naval ships, aircraft 
and personnel from Australia, India, Japan, 
and the United States in the Philippine Sea, 
off the coast of Japan. 
 This year marks the 26th iteration of the 
Malabar series of exercises, which began 
in 1992 between the United States and In-
dia. The exercise has evolved in scope and 
partnerships and now includes Japan and 
Australia. This is the third time that all four 
nations have participated in Malabar to ad-
vance the collective planning, integration 
and employment of advanced warfare tactics 
between participating nations.
 This year’s at-sea exercise includes a vari-
ety of high-end tactical training events, sub-
marine integration, anti-submarine warfare 
training, air defense exercises, multinational 
replenishment-at-sea operations, commu-
nications drills, joint warfighting planning 
scenarios, gunnery exercise, and maritime 
interdiction operations. 
 “This exercise represents an outstanding 
opportunity for our like-minded maritime 
forces to work together, demonstrating our 
shared commitment to the region and col-
laborative approach toward security and 
stability,” said Rear Adm. Michael Donnel-
ly, Commander Task Force 70 (CTF-70)/
Carrier Strike Group Five (CSG 5). “Now, 
it is more important than ever for the for-
ward-deployed Carrier Strike Group to 
work closely with other maritime forces 
and deter all who challenge a free and open 
Indo-Pacific.”
 U.S. Navy forces participating include 
the embarked staffs of CSG 5, Carrier Air 
Wing (CVW) 5, and Destroyer Squadron 
(DESRON) 15 along with the aircraft car-

rier USS Ronald Reagan (CVN 76), guid-
ed-missile cruiser USS Chancellorsville 
(CG 62), and guided-missile destroyer USS 
Milius (DDG 69).
 Australian, Indian, Japanese, and U.S. 
maritime forces routinely operate together in 
the Indo-Pacific, fostering a cooperative ap-
proach toward regional security and stability.
 Japan is this year’s exercise lead. The Mal-
abar planning and exercise lead rotates each 
year among participating nations, along with 
the exercise location to demonstrate the 
combined ability to exercise across the entire 
Western Pacific and Indian Ocean. 
 “Through this high-end tactical exer-
cise, we were able to improve our tactical 
capabilities and strengthen cooperation 
with the U.S., India, and Australian navies, 
thereby contributing to the creation of a 
desirable security environment for Japan,” 
said Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force 
(JMSDF) Rear Adm. IKEUCHI Izuru, 
commander of Escort Flotilla 3, who was in 
charge of the unit commander on the Japan 

side. “I also believe that this exercise em-
bodied the firm and united will of the four 
countries toward the realization of a “Free 
and Open Indo-Pacific.”
 Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force 
(JMSDF) surface units participating include 
JS Hyuga (DDH 181), JS Shiranui (DD 120), 
JS Takanami (DD 115), JS Oumi (AOE 426) 
along with a P-1 aircraft. 
 ‘‘Malabar 2022 provides another oppor-
tunity for the Indian Navy to enhance in-
teroperability and mutual understanding 
with the participating navies in keeping with 
the national vision of security and growth 
for all in the region,” said an Indian Navy 
spokesperson.
 Indian Navy surface units participat-
ing include a Shivalik-class FFG, Kamor-
ta-ClassCorvette, a P-8I aircraft, and Marine 
Commandos (MARCOS) personnel.
 “Participation in high-end maritime ex-
ercises, such as Exercise Malabar, demon-
strates Australia’s commitment to working 
with strategic partners in the Indo-Pacific 

region,” said Rear Adm. Jonathan Earley, 
CSC, RAN, Commander of the Australian 
Fleet. “This exercise contributes to regional 
security by deepening professional relation-
ships among India, Japan and the United 
States to build interoperability in the mari-
time domain.” 
 Royal Australian Navy (RAN) partici-
pants include His Majesty’s Australian Ships 
Arunta (FFH 151) and Stalwart (A304) and 
Submarine Farncomb along with a Royal 
Australian Air Force (RAAF) P-8A maritime 
patrol aircraft.
 USS Ronald Reagan Carrier Strike 
Group is underway conducting operations 
in support of a free and open Indo-Pacific. 
U.S. 7th Fleet conducts forward-deployed 
naval operations in support of U.S. national 
interests in the Indo-Pacific area of opera-
tions. As the U.S. Navy’s largest numbered 
fleet, 7th Fleet interacts with 35 other mar-
itime nations to build partnerships that 
foster maritime security, promote stability, 
and prevent conflict.

Japan hosts Australia, India, U.S. in Naval Exercise Malabar 2022

(U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Michael B. Jarmiolowski) 

The U.S. Navy’s only forward-deployed aircraft carrier, USS 
Ronald Reagan (CVN 76), steams in formation with ships 
from the Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force (JMSDF), 
Royal Australian Navy (RAN) and Indian Navy during 
Exercise Malabar 2022, in the Philippine Sea, Nov. 11. 
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By 1st Lt. Zachary Voss
III Marine Expeditionary Force
11/10/2022 - MARINE CORPS BASE 
CAMP BUTLER — Units from the Japan 
Self-Defense Forces (JSDF) and U.S. mil-
itary have begun exercise Keen Sword 23 
on November 10.
 From 10 to 19 November, Indo-Pacific 
Command’s First Island Chain Stand-In 
Force (SIF) III Marine Expeditionary 
Force is conducting distributed, combined 
and joint maritime operations throughout 
the nearly 2,000 mile long archipelago of 
Japan, as a part of exercise Keen Sword 23.
 During this year’s iteration, the Japan 
Ground Self-Defense Force’s (JGSDF) 
Amphibious Rapid Deployment Brigade 
(ARDB) and U.S. Marines from III Ma-
rine Expeditionary Force will conduct 
amphibious landings side-by-side in the 
vicinity of mainland Japan. Additionally, 
there are numerous other training events 

that will explore every operational space 
with U.S. and Japanese units working 
side-by-side, exercising in the land, sea, 
air, space, and cyber domains simultane-
ously.
 Keen Sword exercises the combined ca-
pabilities and lethality developed between 
III Marine Expeditionary Force and the 
Japan Self-Defense Force while strength-
ening the interoperability and combat 
readiness of the U.S.-Japan Alliance.
 This iteration of the biennial exercise 
features multiple distributed Bilateral 
Ground Tactical Control Centers where 
Marines alongside their Japanese coun-
terparts will command and control both 
unilateral and bilateral maritime strikes 
and amphibious force actions. This 
demonstration of SIF capabilities provides 
assurance of our readiness to rapidly 
counter aggression against Japan and 
other regional Allies and partners.

Japan Self-Defense Forces and U.S. military 
begin biennial exercise Keen Sword 2023

U.S. Marines with 12th Marines, 3d Marine Division, take 
off in a Japan Self-Defense Force CH-47JA helicopter in 
support of Keen Sword 23, on Okinawa, Nov 11.

A U.S. Air Force 17th Special Operations Squadron AC-
130J Ghostrider, assigned to the 27th Special Operations 
Wing, Cannon Air Force Base, N.M., sits on the Yokota Air 
Base flightline in preparation for Keen Sword 23, Nov. 8.

A KC-46 Pegasus assigned to the 22nd Air Refueling 
Wing, McConnell Air Force Base, Kansas, lands at Yokota 
Air Base, Nov. 7, in support of Keen Sword 23.

^U.S. Marine Corps Brig. Gen. Adam L. Chalkley, 
commanding general of 3rd Marine Logistics Group, 
welcomes Gen. Yoshihide Yoshida, the chief of staff 
of the Japan Ground Self-Defense Force, to 3rd MLG 
Headquarters, during a bilateral key leader engagement 
for exercise Keen Sword 23 on Camp Kinser, Nov. 10.

^U.S. Navy Corpsmen with 3d Medical Battalion 
conduct bilateral Tactical Combat Casualty Care training 
with Japan Ground Self-Defense Force members during 
Keen Sword, on Amami, Nov. 10.

^U.S. Navy Sailors with Naval Mobile Construction 
Battalion 4, 30th Naval Construction Regiment, offload 
cargo containers during Keen Sword 23 at Naha Military 
Port, Nov. 8.

^U.S. Marines with Marine Fighter Attack Squadron 
312 conduct maintenance on an F/A-18D Hornet aircraft 
during exercise Keen Sword 23 at Japan Air Self-Defense 
Force Nyutabaru Air Base, Nov. 11.

^U.S. Marines with Provost Marshal’s Office, Marine 
Corps Installations Pacific, members with 51st Infantry 
Regiment, Japanese Ground Self-Defense Force, 
and U.S. Air Force airmen with 18th Security Forces 
Squadron, 18th Mission Support Group, 18th Wing, fend 
off aggressors during exercise Keen Sword 23 on Camp 
Foster, Nov. 13.

^U.S. Marines with 3d Marine Division prepare to 
board the USS New Orleans during Keen Sword 23, 
Okinawa, Nov. 10.

^U.S. Marine chemical, biological, radiological, and 
nuclear specialists with 3rd Marine Logistics Group 
transport a simulated casualty during Keen Sword 23, 
Central Training Area, Okinawa, Nov. 14.

^U.S. Marines with 3d Marine Division and members of 
the 15th Brigade, Japan Ground Self-Defense Force, plan 
operations in the Bilateral Ground Tactical Coordination 
Center in support of Keen Sword 23, on Okinawa, Nov 11.

^A U.S. Marine Corps MV-22B Osprey assigned to 
Marine Medium Tiltrotor Squadron (VMM) 265 lands 
during exercise Keen Sword 23 at Tutsara Island, 
Kumamoto, Nov. 14.

^A member of the 102nd nuclear, biological, chemical 
company, Japan Ground Self-Defense Force, inspects 
a U.S. Army Soldier with 95th Chemical Company, 17th 
Combat Sustainment Support Battalion, 11th Airborne 
Division, for any hazardous chemicals while participating 
in a bilateral chemical, biological, radiological, nuclear 
mass casualty training event during exercise Keen Sword 
23 at Marine Corps Air Station Futenma, Nov. 12.

 (U.S. Marine Corps photo by Sgt. Jennifer Andrade) 

(U.S. Air Force photo by Maj. Thomas Barger) 

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Alexis Sandoval) 

(U.S. Air Force photo by Yasuo Osakabe) 

(U.S. Marine Corps photo by Lance Cpl. Weston Brown) 

(U.S. Marine Corps photo by Sgt. Levi J. Guerra) 

 (U.S. Marine Corps photo by Lance Cpl. Federico Marquez)

(U.S. Marine Corps photo by Sgt. Jackson Ricker) 

 (U.S. Marine Corps photo by Lance Cpl. Thomas Sheng) 

(U.S. Marine Corps photo by Cpl. Davin Tenbusch) 

(U.S. Marine Corps photo by Lance Cpl. Federico Marquez) 

(U.S. Marine Corps photo by Sgt. Jennifer Andrade) 

^U.S. Air Force F-22A Raptors assigned to the 3rd Wing, fly alongside a KC-135 Stratotanker assigned to the 909th Air 
Refueling Squadron, during exercise Keen Sword 23 over the Pacific Ocean, Nov. 15.

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Tylir Meyer) 

(U.S. Marine Corps photo by Pfc. Justin J. Marty) 

 (U.S. Marine Corps photo by Lance Cpl. Sebastian Riveraaponte) 

Lt. Gen. Ricky Rupp, commander 
of U.S. Forces Japan and Fifth 
Air Force, poses for press photos 
with General Yamazaki Koji, 
chief of staff of the Japan Joint 
Staff, following a bilateral press 
conference for Keen Sword 23 
aboard the Japanese destroyer JS 
Izumo, Nov. 14.
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By Grady Fontana
Naval Medical Forces Pacific
11/15/2022 - CAMP FOSTER — Elements 
of Naval Medical Forces Pacific (NMFP) 
recently travelled to Okinawa prefecture, 
and began participation in exercise Keen 
Sword 23 (KS23), Nov. 12.
 Keen Sword 23 is a biennial, Chairman 
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff-directed, U.S. 
Indo-Pacific Command-scheduled, and 
U.S. Pacific Fleet-sponsored field training 
exercise (FTX). The joint/bilateral FTX 
runs through Nov. 20. KS23 is designed 
to enhance Japan-U.S. combat readiness 
and interoperability while strengthening 
bilateral relationships and demonstrating 
U.S. resolve to support the security interests 
of allies and partners in the region.
 As a feature of this year’s Keen Sword, 
NMFP deployed a small headquarters 
element from Naval Base San Diego, and 
Expeditionary Medical Facility (EMF) 

150-Alpha, out of Camp Pendleton, Calif., 
to support medical-related exercise scenar-
ios at Camp Foster, Marine Corps Base S.D. 
Butler.
 During KS23, NMFP’s command and 
control concept will test Navy Medicine’s 
joint and bilateral integration with a Japan 
Ground Self Defense Force medical base 
in Okinawa, III Marine Expeditionary 
Force units, and other Navy units to refine 
interoperability with partners in the region. 
 “Keen Sword is a tremendous opportu-
nity for our Navy Medicine team to exercise 
a new medical command and control 
concept in support of the operational 
forces,” said Rear Adm. Guido F. Valdes, 
commander, NMFP. “Additionally, our 
deployed EMF in Keen Sword is a concrete 
example that we are a key component in 
providing deployable health services that 
enable strengthening alliances and partner-
ships.” 

 Expeditionary medical facilities are 
globally positioned to support combat 
operations, contingencies, and exercises 
worldwide. An EMF can be pre-positioned 
and lay dormant until called upon; or de-
ployed with a unit from a staging base. 
 Okinawa hosts a prepositioned facility, 
one of five, that can accommodate a de-
ployed scalable EMF. 
 The EMF is a platform of Navy Medicine 
and has a three-part mission:
• Provide health-service support 
to military operations involved in 
medical stability as expeditionary 
advanced-based functional components. 
• Deploy as part of the fleet 
commander’s projection ashore to 
support geographical combatant 
commanders’ theater plans policies. 
• Provide medical capability ashore 
in situations where a sustained land 
campaign is envisioned for a Marine 
Expeditionary Force, or for limited 
contingencies involving naval forces.
 Recently, EMF-150, as part of Com-
mander, Task Force 75, deployed to Guam 
in 2020 and played an important role in the 
DoD’s response to combat the COVID-19 
pandemic.
 “In Keen Sword, EMF-150-Alpha 
will provide a forward-deployed theater 
hospitalization capability as requested by 
the Component/Combatant Commander 
in support of operational forces,” said 
Navy Capt. Elizabeth Smith, commanding 
officer, EMF 150-Alpha, which is part of 
Navy Medicine Readiness and Training 
Command (NMRTC) Camp Pendleton, 
NMFP. “EMF leaders participated early in 
the exercise planning process and refined 
the requirement to provide the lightest, 
leanest capability possible while still meet-
ing the requirement and capacity to enable 

increased survivability for all U.S. and 
Allied partners.” 
 Military medical platforms are classified 
by the Military Health System roles of care 
to describe battlefield medical and health 
capabilities. 
The military organizes health-service 
support capability across the theater of op-
erations, communications zone, and home 
station to provide medical care from Roles 
1-4.
 Role-4 capability represents the most 
definitive medical care available, such as 
those provided by U.S. and overseas-based 
military medical treatment facilities.
 The EMF is a Role-3 theater hospitaliza-
tion capability, which includes everything 
from surgery, ancillary services, holding ca-
pabilities, and specialty services like neuro, 
urology, and even OB-GYN if the mission 
requires.
 These assets usually act in a general sup-
port role to an entire theater vice a single 
unit. 
 Role-1 units are usually a direct support 
capability supporting their owning unit, 
while Role-2 units can function in a general 
support or direct support role.
 “This exercise provides an opportunity 
to further operationalize Navy Medicine 
platforms under a new medical command 
and control concept to provide the right 
care, at the right time, under any condi-
tions,” said Smith.
 Naval Medical Forces Pacific provides 
oversight for 10 NMRTCs, on the West 
Coast and Pacific Rim that man, train, and 
equip medical forces, primarily in military 
treatment facilities. NMFP also oversees 
eight research laboratories that deliver 
cutting edge health and medical research 
to enhance the deployment readiness and 
survivability of our Joint Forces.

Naval Medical Forces Pacific team participates in Keen Sword 23

^Elements of Naval Medical Forces Pacific (NMFP) recently travelled to Okinawa prefecture, and began participation 
in exercise Keen Sword 23 (KS23), Nov. 12.

 (U.S. Navy courtesy photo)



NOTICE 
Key Spouse Resilience Training 
Assistant (RTA) Course
The Resilience Training Assistant Course 
to be held specifically for Key Spouses 
with the goal of providing a certification to 
teach resilience skills to families within their 
respective units with the goal of increasing 
overall wellbeing of the unit. Interest meeting 
will be held first (date TBD) to determine most 
effective way to deliver the course.  If you 
are a Key Spouse or know of one who might 
be interested, please reach out to: shelley.
merritt@us.af.mil For more information, 
contact Shelley Merritt at 634-1775.

Booster shots available
The Pfizer Bivalent (12yr+) and Moderna 
Bivalent (6yr - Adult) boosters are available 
by appointment at the Kadena Immunizations 
Clinic.  We do not have the Pfizer (5-11yr) 
Bivalent booster doses at this time.  We 
expect them to arrive by the end of the 
month. BRING YOUR COVID-19 VACCINE 
CARD TO YOUR APPOINTMENT.  A card 
will be provided if you are receiving an initial 
dose for a primary series. Schedule via the 
Kadena Connect App (Home > COVID-19 
info > Schedule my COVID Vaccine. (Under 
Geographic location select “Okinawa” and 
“Kadena Air Base” to schedule with the 18 
MDG): https://informatics-stage.health.mil/
DAP/GeoLocations.aspx

Cookie Drive 2022
It’s about that time to dig out your favorite 
homemade cookie recipes and put on your 
aprons for our Annual Holiday Cookie Drive. 
This is our way of bringing some holiday 
cheer and a little taste of home to the single 
and unaccompanied military members living 
in the dorms on Kadena Air Base. Please 
mark your calendars for Dec 13-14 for cookie 
donation drop-offs, sorting and assembling 
bags. Dec 15 will be reserved for assembling 

and distributing bags.  Sign-up links will be 
available soon but in the meantime, you may 
want to start collecting your baking supplies 
so you’ll have them on hand when you need 
them.  For more update info visit FB “Team 
Kadena Cookie Drive 2022.”
 
Kadena and Military Family Housing 
Recycling Tip
With Thanksgiving and the holiday season 
quickly approaching. Please remember that 
cooking oil is recyclable here on Kadena. 
Return the oil to the original container once it 
is strained and cooled, and then bring it to the 
Kadena Recycling Center, Bldg. 871 located 
near Gate 3 behind Karing Kennels. For more 
information, contact Kadena Environmental 
at DSN 634-2600.
 
Disposition of Personal Effects, A1C 
Keija Xavier O. Hilt
Airman 1st Class Keija Xavier O. Hilt passed 
away September 28, 2022. Hilt was born on 
June 2, 2002. A funeral service was held on 
October 21, 2022.  2nd Lt. Jorge Alfonzo 
Reyes is authorized to make disposition of 
personal effects for Airman 1st Class Keija 
Hilt, deceased, 18th LRS/LGRXSP, as stated 
in Chapter 13, DAFI 34-160, Disposition of 
Personal Property and Effects. Any person 
having claims for or against Airman 1st 
Class Keija Hilt should contact 2nd Lt. Jorge 
Alfonzo Reyes at 634-2365.

DoD Tenant Satisfaction Survey
All residents living on base will receive an 
email to the address they provided at check-
in from CEL Associates. The email links to a 
survey conducted by a third party at request of 
Department of the Air Force.  Please take the 
time to express your opinions and thoughts. 
Responses are confidential and summarized 
back to the Air Force for trend analysis and 
action. For more information, contact DoD 
Family Housing Office at 634-0582/0583.

U.S. Naval Hospital Okinawa notice
-In an effort to maintain patient safety and 
mitigate the spread of respiratory illnesses, 
the Immunizations Clinic is moving to 
appointment-based patient centered care, 
effective 14 November.  Appointments can be 
booked on TOL for all vaccinations (including 
flu and pediatric or primary series COVID 
vaccines).  www.tricareonline.com
-Bivalent COVID booster shots must continue 
to be booked on the DHA portal < https://
informatics-stage.health.mil/DAP/ >. 
-Walk ins will still be serviced on Thursday 
mornings from 0730-1000. 
-Beneficiaries with same-day appointments 
elsewhere in the hospital are eligible to receive 
vaccinations without an Immunizations 
appointment during normal business hours 
(0730-1600; closed 1200-1300 for lunch; 
close at 1200 on Thursdays.  Last patient 
check-in is 15 minutes prior to morning or 
afternoon closure)

How to File a Complaint with IG
If you believe you are unable to resolve your 
complaint through supervisory channels, 
you may seek IG assistance to determine 
if the complaint should be filed with the IG. 
Anyone can file a complaint if they reasonably 
believe there is Fraud, Waste or Abuse (FWA) 
or that inappropriate conduct has occurred 
in violation of law, policy, procedures, or 
regulation. To begin the process, you can 
complete the personnel data information 
on an AF Form 102 and briefly outline the 
facts and relevant information related to 
the issue or complaint. List the allegations 
of wrongdoing briefly, in general terms and 
provide supporting narrative detail and 
documents later, when interviewed by an 
IG person. Allegations should be written as 
bullets and should answer who committed 
the violation; what violation was committed; 
what law, regulation, procedures, or 
policy was violated; when did the violation 

occur.  Help is available: Email us at 18wg.
igqcomplaintsinquiries@us.af.mil (18th WG/
IGQ Complaints & Inquiries) or call your 
Kadena IG office at 634-7622, 634-0442, or 
634-1109 located in Building 92.

INFORMATION
Think Before You Drink
Don’t become a statistic. Think before you 
drink. Don’t drive – call a ride.  For a safe ride 
home call these numbers: Kadena Taxi at 
098-970-8888(option 8). Panda Taxi (off base) 
098-937-8989. Daiko 098-932-4035.

Public Affairs Photo Studio New 
Operation System
The Public Affairs photo studio will start 
taking online appointments via the link: 
https://18thwingpublicaffairsphotostudio.
setmore.com *Appointments can be made 
from NIPR computers or personal devices. 
The operation hour is still same as Mon - Thurs 
from 9 - 11 a.m. and 1 - 4 p.m.  Appointments 
are available in half-hour increments.  *Award, 
bio, package submission photos or Official 
Passport photos (require a letter or voucher 
from your UDM or the passport office) are 
scheduled on Monday – Wednesday. *Full-
length photos are only available on Thursday.  
Photos are for official use only. For more 
information / questions, please call at 634-
4013 / 634-3813.

Kadena and Camp Foster Emergency 
Numbers
Kadena Fire Emergency Services reminds 
everyone to program their cell phones 
with the emergency numbers. To report an 
emergency on Kadena via cell, dial 098-934-
5911, and from an office phone, dial 911. For 
Camp Foster via cell, dial 098-911-1911, or 
from an office phone, dial 911.

Airmen Against Drunk Driving
Airmen Against Drunk Driving operates every 
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Friday and Saturday night from 9 p.m. to 1 
a.m. within 3 miles of Kadena Air Base.For 
a ride, call 098-961-2233 or message us on 
Facebook at Kadena AB A2D2. To volunteer 
to drive for AADD, you may find the link to 
our sign-up page on Facebook at Kadena AB 
A2D2.   For more information, contact Senior 
Airman Ethan Chenoweth at 634-5897.

Contracting Officer’s Representative 
(COR) Training for NEW CORs
The 18th Contracting Squadron is offering 
Initial COR Training for New CORs every 3rd 
Tuesday of each month.  Date: every 3rd 
Tuesday. Time: 1 - 2 p.m. Location: Bldg. 99, 
PKA conference room. For more information 
or to register, email the Quality Assurance 
Program Coordinator (QAPC), Rose Crawford 
at 18CONS.PKP.QAPC@us.af.mil

The Wired Bean’s Ohana Nights
Every 1st, 3rd, and 5th Thursday of the month 
is Ohana Night at the Wired Bean (Bldg. 
612). Various organizations around the base 
prepare home cooked meals for our E1 - E4 
unaccompanied service members. The free 
food and drinks are available while supplies 
last. For more information, contact Melissa 
Rafferty at 634-1288.

UPCOMING EVENTS 
AFSA General Membership Meeting
Your local AFSA Chapter 1553 would like 
to invite you to our General Membership 
Meetings held on the third Wednesday of 
each month from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at 
Rocker Enlisted Club. Join us as we discuss 
current events, invite guest speakers, present 
awards, and review relevant legislation 
changes pertaining to military service 
members and their families.
Join AFSA:
https://members.hqafsa.org/Members_
AFSA/EZ_Join.aspx 
Follow Chapter 1553
h t t p s : / / w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m /
AFSAChapter1553
For more information, contact Tech. Sgt. Brian 
Diaz at 634-3233 or Tech. Sgt. Jesus Cintron 
at 634-8832.

African-American Heritage Council 
Spades and Game night
Join us November 19 beginning at 6 p.m. 
for a fun night of Spades, Dominoes, and 
board games. The event will be held at the 
Weekender’s Lounge located at the Kadena 
Officer’s Club and is free to attend. This event 

is adults only as there will be a bar available. 
For more information, contact Master Sgt. 
Ricardo Griffin at 634-5488.

FCC License Opportunity
Are you looking to expand your knowledge 
of aircraft/radio systems while earning a 
lifetime certification at no out of pocket 
costs? The General Radiotelephone Operator 
License is granted by the FCC and is required 
by any persons who adjust, maintain, or 
internally repair FCC licensed radiotelephone 
transmitters. The virtual classes are held every 
month, November’s class starts November 18 
at 7 p.m. You will receive 9 college credits in 
2 days and it is a lifetime certification that 
is 100% covered by AFCOOL. For more 
information, contact Staff Sgt. Jayme Pate at 
634-5337.

Okinawa Puppy Mill Rescue Holiday 
Photo Session
Join us at Sunabe Baba Beach on Saturday, 
December 3 for a quick Holiday Photo 
opportunity! Photo prices are donation based. 
Furry friends are welcome to come and 
participate as well! Participating dogs must be 
on a leash. No need for an appointment, just 
walk up anytime between 9:00 am and 12:00 
pm to get your photos taken. Please message 
the OPMR FB page with any questions.

VOLUNTEER
Kadena Tax Center Volunteer Needed
Kadena Tax Center needs Volunteers for 
Tax Year 2022.  Experience is not required 
and training is available. IRS in person 
training from January 30 to February 3, 
2023. If you are interested, sign up at 
the link: https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/508094EABAD2BA4F58-2022 For more 
information, contact Evelyn Mickles at 634-
5013.

Tinsel Town Volunteer Opportunity
The 18th Force Support Squadron is seeking 
volunteers to help make the Tinsel Town 
winter event a success. Volunteers will 
assist with a variety of tasks to include: set 
up, crowd management, traffic control, 
giveaway distribution, and clean up. Shifts 
available December 2 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., 
December 3 from 1 p.m. to 9 p.m., and 
December 4 from 8 a.m. to noon. Sign up 
through the link: https://www.signupgenius.
com/go/70a044faba722a2f94-volunteer11 
For more information, contact Megan Whyde 
at 634-0168.
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