
(U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Kyle Johnson)

A U.S. Air Force crew chief assigned to 
the 44th Aircraft Maintenance Unit salutes 
an F-15C Eagle pilot as he taxis onto the 
flightline at Kadena Air Base, Dec. 1.

Members from the 31st Rescue Squadron, front, pose with a certificate of appreciation for saving 
a local man’s life after receiving it from members of the Kadena Town Nirai Fire Dept., back, at 
the KTNFD, Dec. 1. The 31st RQS members train a host of skills in order to rescue and provide 
life saving care in a multitude of scenarios, allowing them to be ready for the unexpected.

(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Jessi Roth) 

By Staff Sgt. 
Savannah L. Waters 
18th Wing Public Affairs
12/1/2022 - KADENA AIR BASE 
— The 18th Wing bid farewell to 
several F-15 Eagles from Kadena 
Air Base, on Dec. 1. This marks the 
first departure of Eagles as a part 
of their phased withdrawal from 
Kadena.
 The jets will travel to Kingsley 
Field Air National Guard Base, 
Oregon. From there, some will 
continue service at various ANG 
units across the U.S. while others 
will go to the 309th Aerospace 
Maintenance and Regeneration 
Group for storage.
 As part of its modernization 
plan, the U.S. Air Force is retiring 
the aging fleet of F-15C/D Eagle 
aircraft that have been in service 
for more than four decades. The 
Department of Defense will con-
tinue to maintain a steady-state 
fighter presence at Kadena by 
temporarily deploying newer and 
more advanced aircraft to backfill 
the F-15s as they retrograde to the 
U.S.
 “This is the beginning of a 
significant journey for the 18th 
Wing,” said Brig. Gen. David S. Ea-
glin, 18th Wing commander. “This 

is going to take us from where we 
are today to a better place in the 
future where we will have mod-
ernized fighters here at Kadena to 
better protect our allies and ensure 
a free and open Indo-Pacific.”
 The 18th Wing, originally 
known as the 18th Tactical Fighter 
Wing, received its first F-15C on 
Sept. 29, 1979. The 67th Tactical 
Fighter Squadron, “The Fighting 
Cocks”, was the first squadron to 
become fully operational with the 
Eagle within the Pacific Air Forces.
 Since then, the F-15C/D has 
ensured air superiority for the U.S. 
and its allies across the Indo-Pacif-
ic Command area of responsibility, 
while also supporting multiple de-
ployments within the U.S. Central 
Command area of responsibility.
 As the U.S. Air Force focuses on 
the modernization of its technolo-
gy, the need to accelerate change 
is essential to control and exploit 
the air domain in an increasingly 
challenging strategic environment.
 According to 18th Wing lead-
ership, the departure of this first 
batch of Eagles marks a poignant 
but necessary step in ensuring 
Team Kadena remains poised to 
defend Japan and maintain region-
al stability.

 “While I’m sad to see the F-15 
go, it’s important to maintain an 
advanced fighter presence here 
in Okinawa,” Eaglin said. “Our 
adversaries have advanced and 
progressed since 1979 and we 
must do the same. I look forward 
to the future as we work through 
the challenges of divesting an 
airframe that served admirably 
as we modernize our defenses 
and evolve to the threats we face 
today.”
 When the last Eagle leaves 
Kadena, it will have marked more 
than 40 years of continuous ser-
vice while stationed on Okinawa. 
Eaglin credits the venerable fight-
er and the men and women who 
kept it flying for a sterling legacy 
of air superiority.
 “I think the peace and stability 
of the region is one of the greatest 
accomplishments of the F-15 
here, and the men and women 
who fly, maintain and support 
them are what made that happen,” 
said Eaglin. “With an unmatched 
record of 104 kills to zero losses 
in air-to-air combat since it’s been 
here, we’ve had a long history of 
deterrence and reassurance by 
our presence, which will endure 
as we modernize.”

Team Kadena bids 
F-15 Eagle farewell as 
phased withdrawal 
begins
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By United States 
Forces Japan
12/1/2022 - YOKOTA AIR BASE, 
Japan — Lt. Gen. Ricky Rupp, com-
mander, U.S. Forces Japan, and Lt. 
Gen. SUZUKI Yasuhiko, vice chief 
of staff, Japan Joint Staff, co-hosted 
a ribbon cutting ceremony for the 
U.S.-Japan Bilateral Intelligence 
Analysis Cell (BIAC) at Yokota Air 
Base, Nov. 29.
 The U.S.-Japan BIAC functions 
to jointly analyze and process infor-
mation gathered from assets of both 
countries in support of mutual secu-
rity and cooperation. The BIAC will 
support informed decision making 
by defense leaders of both countries.
 “The BIAC exemplifies the evo-

lution of shared Japan-U.S. defense 
initiatives as a result from our 
shared mutual security interests,” 
Rupp said during the ceremony. “As 
the regional threats have increased, 
so too has the imperative for more 
cooperation.”
 The standing up of the BIAC 
marks the first real time information 
sharing capability between the JSDF 
and U.S. Forces.
 The mission of those assigned to 
the BIAC, according to SUZUKI, is 
“to analyze information gathered by 
Japan-U.S. information gathering 
assets, including the MQ-9 deployed 
at Kanoya Air Base.”
 SUZUKI went on to showcase 
the larger security context at the 

time of the BIAC opening ceremony.
 “The establishment of this 
organization further strengthens 
the persistent monitoring posture 
against the unusual actions in 
the areas surrounding Japan, and 
contributes to the deterrence of 
provocative actions and unilateral 
attempts to change the status quo 
by coercion in the region,” SUZUKI 
said.
 Rupp reiterated the continued 
importance of U.S.-Japan Alliance.
 “In conclusion, the U.S. and 
Japan offer the greatest stabilizing 
force in the Western Pacific. The 
BIAC ensures strategic readiness 
by enhancing mutual threat under-
standing,” Rupp said.
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^Lt. Gen. SUZUKI Yasuhiko, vice chief of staff, Japan Joint Staff and Lt. Gen. Ricky 
Rupp, commander, U.S. Forces Japan, perform a ceremonial ribbon cutting during the 
U.S.-Japan Bilateral Intelligence Analysis Cell (BIAC) opening ceremony at the USFJ 
headquarters on Yokota Air Base, Nov. 29.

(U.S. Air Force photos by Senior Airman Jessi Roth) 

(U.S. Air Force coutesy photo)

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Jessi Roth) 

Tech Sgt. Lucas Balcarce, 909th Air 
Refueling Squadron boom operator, 
delivers fuel to a 37th Expeditionary 
Bomb Squadron B-1B Lancer during a 
flight over the Pacific Ocean, Nov. 19.

U.S. Air Force maintenance Airmen from the 733rd, 735th and 730th Air Mobility Squadrons participate in a C-5M Super 
Galaxy tire and brake change training at Kadena Air Base, Nov. 29. The training event emphasized the Multi-Capable 
Airman initiative by introducing Airmen to tasks that are outside of their typical day-to-day duties. 

U.S., Japan hold Bilateral Intelligence Analysis Cell opening ceremony

909th ARS delivers fuel to 
B-1B Lancers during BTF

C-5M Galaxy tire and brake training
(U.S. Air Force photos by Senior Airman Jessi Roth) 

Night time Eagle launch

   U.S. Air Force crew chiefs assigned to the 67th Aircraft Maintenance 
Unit conduct pre-flight checks prior to an F-15C Eagle launch at Kadena 
Air Base, Dec. 5. Kadena’s maintenance Airmen work around the clock 
to ensure the 18th Wing’s assets are mission-ready at all times. 

^Airman Fallon McGinniss, 67th Aircraft Maintenance Unit crew 
chief, maintains visual communication with the pilot during an F-15C 
Eagle launch at Kadena Air Base, Dec. 5.

^
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^A 33rd Rescue Squadron HH-60 Pave Hawk flies over Okinawa, Nov. 22. The 33rd RQS 
maintains readiness for mobilization, deployment and employment of helicopters and rescue 
of U.S. and allied military members, and civilian personnel.

^

^An HH-60 Pave Hawk from the 33rd 
Rescue Squadron shoots flares while 
conducting evasive maneuvers in a designated 
training area over the Pacific Ocean, Nov. 22.

   Airman Nathan 
Waters, left, and 
Airman 1st Class 
Jose Barrera-Mattzer, 
right, crew chiefs 
assigned to the 
33rd Helicopter 
Maintenance Unit 
stand by to launch an 
HH-60G Pave Hawk 
at Kadena Air Base, 
Nov. 22.

^Staff Sgt. Cody Usher, 33rd Rescue 
Squadron special missions aviator looks out 
the window of an HH-60 Pave Hawk flying 
over Okinawa, Nov. 22.

33 RQS conducts 
Large Force Exercise

(U.S. Air Force photos by Senior Airman Cesar J. Navarro) 

(U.S. Air Force photos by Airman 1st Class Tylir Meyer)

909th ARS refuels 
Eagles, Raptors

A U.S. Air Force F-15C Eagle assigned 
to the 18th Wing approaches a KC-135 
Stratotanker assigned to the 909th Air 
Refueling Squadron to conduct aerial 
refueling over the Pacific Ocean, Nov. 30. 
The KC-135 delivers global aerial refueling 
capability to support joint and coalition 
aircraft throughout the Indo-Pacific region. 

A U.S. Air Force F-22A 
Raptor assigned to the 3rd 
Wing breaks away from a KC-
135 Stratotanker assigned 
to the 909th Air Refueling 
Squadron after receiving fuel 
over the Pacific Ocean, Nov. 
30. Kadena’s ability to rapidly 
deploy a variety of aircraft 
demonstrates its commitment 
to the safety and security of 
the Indo-Pacific. 



DECEMBER 9, 20224 S A M U R A I  G A T E

Misawa participates in Keen Sword 23

U.S. Marines, Japan Ground Self-Defense Force exercise defensive 
capabilities across multiple islands during Keen Sword 23

By Tech. Sgt. 
JaoTorey Johnson
35th Fighter Wing Public Affairs 
12/5/2022 - MISAWA AIR BASE, 
Japan — U.S. military and Japan 
Self-Defense Forces performed 
training in support of Exercise 
Keen Sword 23 at Misawa Air 
Base, Nov. 10-19. 
 KS23 is a joint, bilateral field 
training exercise designed to en-
hance U.S.-Japan combat readiness 
and interoperability while demon-
strating the U.S. resolve to support 
the security interests of allies and 
partners in the Indo-Pacific region.
 Military installations through-
out Japan participated in a 
comprehensive scenario designed 
to exercise the critical capabilities 
required for defense, crisis, and 
contingency responses. For 
Misawa, the scenario included 

the simulated destruction of 
the base, which caused 12 F-16 
Fighting Falcon aircraft from the 
13th Fighter Squadron to enact 
agile combat employment tactics 
as they relocated operations to 
the Japan Air Self-Defense Force’s 
Hyakuri Air Base in Yozawa, 
Japan. 
 “The National Defense Strategy 
desires agile forces,” said U.S. Air 
Force Capt. Keith Mansfield, F-16 
pilot assigned to the 13 FS. “This 
exercise is a fantastic opportunity 
for us to demonstrate our ACE ca-
pabilities as well as strengthen our 
bilateral and joint partnerships.”
 Misawa hosted members of 
the U.S. Air Force, Army, Navy, 
and Marine Corps as they worked 
with their counterparts in the 
Japan Ground Self-Defense Force 
and Japan Air Self-Defense Force 

to train in emergency evacuations, 
aerial strikes, and ground combat 
operations. Joint Terminal Attack 
Controllers from the Air Force 
Special Operations Command, 
Army Special Operations Forces, 
and Japan Special Operations 
Group utilized Draughon Range, 
near Misawa AB, to conduct bi-
lateral close air support training, 
coordinating calls-for-fire from 
AC-130J Ghostrider aircraft 
assigned to the 27th Special Oper-
ations Wing at Cannon Air Force 
Base, New Mexico.
 “U.S. Military and Japanese 
Self-Defense Force leaders part-
nered for crucial training at Mi-
sawa Air Base’s Draughon Range 
during exercise KEEN SWORD 
23,” said Rear Adm. Jeromy Wil-
liams, Commander, Special Oper-
ations Pacific. “KEEN SWORD is 

a concrete example of the strength 
of the U.S.-Japan Alliance, which 
has been the foundation of peace 
and security in the Indo-Pacific 
region for almost 75 years.”

 KS23 provides a biyearly 
opportunity to demonstrate to 
the world the U.S. commitment 
to defend Japan and the fortified 
nature of the U.S.-Japan Alliance.

By 2nd Lt. Duncan McClain
3rd Marine Division 
12/6/2022 - OKINAWA — The exercise 
kicked off with the establishment of three 
Bilateral Ground Tactical Coordination 
Centers (BGTCCs) at three different loca-
tions in the Nansei Islands where Marines 
from the 3d Marine Division, 12th Marine 
Regiment, and 3d Battalion, 12th Marines 
worked with their JGSDF counterparts to 
plan and coordinate operations together.
 “The BGTCC is similar to a combat 
operations center where we de-conflict 
fire missions with the Japanese, as well as 
collect and exchange data with other units 
within the Marine Expeditionary Force 
and Division,” said Sgt. Christian Secor, 
a satellite communications operator with 
12th Marine Regiment.
 While the BGTCC is a relatively new 
concept, these bilateral command and 
control nodes were employed and further 
developed by 12th Marines and the JGSDF 
during several exercises over the past year 
to include Resolute Dragon 22, Keen Edge 
22, and Resolute Dragon 21.
 “The mission of 12th Marines, particu-
larly here, is to ensure that we can link the 
significant capabilities of the Japan Self-De-
fense Force, back to the joint force, and put 
the U.S. joint force in support of them,” said 
Col. Jonathan N. Sims, commanding officer 
of 12th Marine Regiment.
 Meanwhile, 1st Battalion, 2nd Marines 
embarked on the USS New Orleans (LPD 
18) and partnered with the JGSDF’s 
Amphibious Rapid Deployment Brigade 

(ARDB) for an amphibious assault on the 
island of Tokunoshima. During this opera-
tion, the ARDB secured the beach coming 
from ship-to-shore in amphibious assault 
vehicles while the U.S. Marines provided 
reinforced with additional combat power 
via MV-22B Ospreys.
 “We were doing an air assault from the 
USS New Orleans, but we really demon-
strated the capability to get to where we 
needed to go,” said Capt. Connor Keating, 
a company commander with 1st Battalion, 
2nd Marines. “The ARDB is a very capable 
and willing force. We know that if we find 
ourselves side by side with them we are in a 
good place.”
 In a separate training event, another 

group from the ARDB and 1st Battalion, 
2nd Marines inserted via CH-47JA Chi-
nooks and MV-22B Ospreys to secure and 
defend the remote island of Tsutara. The 
combined ground forces landed on rocky 
beaches and traversed the steep terrain 
within dense jungles to accomplish their 
mission.
 While Keen Sword is designed to 
strengthen interoperability and combat 
readiness, there is also a relational com-
ponent that comes from operating closely 
with friends, partners, and allies.
 “This training allows us work with units 
and people that prepare us for a real-world 
deployment,” said Sgt. Javier Camilo, a 
data systems administrator with 12th 

Marine Regiment. “Being able to work with 
members of the JGSDF face-to-face helps 
improve our understanding of the situation 
and improve communication.”
 From a broader perspective, the exercise 
demonstrates a commitment from Japan 
and the United States to mutual defense 
and regional security. Keen Sword 23 is part 
of a biennial exercise series conducted since 
1986 that demonstrates the combined ca-
pabilities and lethality developed between 
U.S. military and the Japan Self-Defense 
Force.
 “Every rep and set we can get working 
with any of our partners is important to us,” 
said Sims. “Conflict will always be an allied 
effort.” 

(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Antwain Hanks) 

 (U.S. Marine Corps photos by Cpl. Scott Aubuchon) 

^U.S. Army joint terminal attack controllers and Japan Self-Defense Forces members 
coordinate calls-for-fire to a U.S. Air Force AC-130J Ghostrider during Exercise KEEN SWORD 23 
at Draughon Range near Misawa Air Base, Nov 17.

    U.S. Marines with 1st Battalion, 2d 
Marines and members of the Japan 
Self-Defense Force Amphibious Rapid 
Deployment Brigade offload a Japan 
Self Defense Force CH-47JA Chinook 
helicopter during Keen Sword 23 at 
Tsutara, Japan, Nov. 16.

^U.S. Marines with 1st Battalion, 2d 
Marines and members of the Japan 
Self-Defense Force Amphibious Rapid 
Deployment Brigade practice combat 
lifesaving training during Keen Sword 
23 at Tsutara, Japan, Nov. 16.

^
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USS Michigan operates in 7th Fleet

31st MEU Marines 
train CBRN skills

By Lt.Cmdr. Robert 
Reinheimer
Commander, Submarine Group Seven
11/23/2022 - OKINAWA — The Ohio-class 
guided-missile submarine USS Michigan 
(SSGN 727) made a brief stop for personnel 
near Okinawa as part of her deployment to 
the U.S. 7th Fleet area of operations, Nov. 10.
 The Pacific-based submarine is operat-
ing in the U.S. 7th Fleet under the command 
and control of Commander, Task Force 74 
to complement the undersea warfare capa-
bilities of the region.
 Ohio-Class guided-missile submarines 
(SSGN) provide the Navy with unprece-
dented strike and special operation mission 
capabilities from a stealth, clandestine 
platform. Armed with tactical missiles and 
equipped with superior communications 
capabilities, SSGNs are capable of directly 
supporting combatant commander’s strike 
and special operation forces requirements.
 “Having Michigan in theater adds to our 
already deep bench of undersea warfare ca-
pabilities throughout the region,” said Rear 
Adm. Rick Seif, Commander, Submarine 
Group 7. “Their presence demonstrates 
our continued commitment to providing 
maritime security and deterrence in the 
Indo-Pacific.” 

 Michigan was commissioned on Sept. 
11, 1982. It is the second submarine of the 
Ohio-class of ballistic missile submarines 
(SSBNs) and SSGNs, and the third U.S. 
Navy ship to bear the name.
 Michigan was built to carry the Navy’s 
third generation submarine-launched bal-
listic missile, the Trident C-4. After arriving 
in Bangor in March 1983, Michigan would 
carry out her primary mission of deterrence 
for nearly 20 years, conducting more than 
60 strategic deterrent patrols.
 At the conclusion of the Cold War, 
Michigan, Ohio and two sister ships - USS 
Florida (SSBN 728) and USS Georgia (SSBN 
729) - were considered for decommission-
ing. Instead, the Navy chose to convert the 
Ohio-class seaframe to carry Tomahawk 
land attack missiles or other payloads in lieu 
of ballistic missiles.
 Michigan, based out of Naval Base Kit-
sap in Washington, is conducting maritime 
operations in the U.S. 7th Fleet area of op-
erations in support of U.S. national security 
interests in the Indo-Pacific region.
 As the U.S. Navy’s largest forward 
deployed fleet, U.S. 7th Fleet routinely op-
erates between 50-70 ships and submarines 
and 140 aircraft with approximately 20,000 
Sailors. 7th Fleet’s area of operation spans 

more than 124 million square kilometers, 
stretching from the International Date Line 
to the India/Pakistan border; and from the 
Kuril Islands in the North to the Antarctic 
in the South Pacific, providing security and 
stability to the region. 7th Fleet interacts 
with 35 other maritime nations to build 
partnerships that foster maritime security 

while conducting a wide-range of missions 
to support humanitarian efforts and up-
hold international laws and freedoms of 
the sea.
 CSG 7 directs forward-deployed, combat 
capable forces across the full spectrum of 
undersea warfare throughout the Western 
Pacific, Indian Ocean and Arabian Sea.

U.S. Marine Corps Maj. Gen. Jay 
M. Bargeron, 3d Marine Division 
Commanding General and 3d Marine 
Division staff pose for a group 
photo with Maj. Gen Im Sunggeun, 
Republic of Korea 1st Marine Division 
Commanding General and his staff 
at Camp Courtney, Nov. 28. U.S. and 
ROK Marines work together routinely 
to maintain combined proficiency and 
readiness.

    U.S. Marines with the 
command element, 31st Marine 
Expeditionary Unit, march 
with chemical, biological, 
radiological, and nuclear 
equipment in a simulated 
CBRN response exercise 
on Camp Hansen, Nov. 29. 
CBRN response exercises test 
Marines on their ability to react 
to different operations such 
as investigating clandestine 
labs, containing chemical 
munitions, reconnaissance, 
decontamination, and rapid 
extraction of casualties. 

^U.S. Marine Corps Cpl. David Gonzalez, left, and 
Lance Cpl. Cesar Arroyo, right, both chemical, biological, 
radiological, and nuclear defense specialists with the 
command element, 31st Marine Expeditionary Unit, 
performs reconnaissance during a simulated CBRN 
response exercise on Camp Hansen, Nov. 30.

^U.S. Marine Corps Lance Cpl. Parker Blundell, a 
chemical, biological, radiological, and nuclear defense 
specialist with the command element 31st Marine 
Expeditionary Unit decontaminate a barrel during a 
simulated CBRN response exercise on Camp Hansen, 
Nov. 30.

U.S. Marine Corps Maj. Richard 
Vaynshteyn, G-2 officer in charge 
with 3rd Marine Logistics Group, 
welcomes Maj. Gen. William 
Seely, Director of Marine Corps 
Intelligence, prior to a meeting at 
3rd MLG Headquarters on Camp 
Kinser, Nov. 30. 3rd MLG, based 
out of Okinawa, is a forward-
deployed combat unit that serves 
as III Marine Expeditionary Force’s 
comprehensive logistics and 
combat service support backbone 
for operations throughout the 
Indo-Pacific area of responsibility. 

Maj. Gen. 
Jay Bargeron 
meets with 
Maj. Gen. Im 
Sungguen

Director of Marine Corps Intelligence visits 
3rd Marine Logistics Group

 (U.S. Marine Corps photo by Sgt. Mario A. Ramirez) 

 (U.S. Marine Corps photo by Lance Cpl. Sydni Jessee) 

(U.S. Marine Corps photos by Lance Cpl. William N. Wallace) 

^The Ohio-class guided-missile submarine USS Michigan (SSGN 727) made a brief stop for personnel near Okinawa 
as part of its deployment to the U.S. 7th Fleet area of operations, Nov. 10. 

(U.S. Marine Corps photo by Staff Sgt. Andrew Ochoa) 

^



NOTICE
Kadena Medical Clinic 
COVID-19 Vaccine Update
1. Vaccine days and times for the 
various age groups will change 
starting on Monday, 12 Dec.  Read the 
schedule carefully.
2. The FDA has released new 
criteria and conditions to receive the 
NOVOVAX COVID-19 vaccine as a 
primary series and/or booster dose.
3. BRING YOUR COVID-19 VACCINE 
CARD WITH YOU TO YOUR 
APPOINTMENT.
4. Schedule via the Kadena Connect 
App (Home > COVID-19 info > 
Schedule my COVID Vaccine)
Kadena Medical Clinic (Under 
Geographic location select “Okinawa” 
and “Kadena Air Base” to schedule with 
the 18 MDG): https://informatics-stage.
health.mil/DAP/GeoLocations.aspx
For more info, please check “Kadena 
Medical Clinic” FaceBook.
 
Kadena and Military Family 
Housing Recycling Tip
With Thanksgiving and the holiday 
season quickly approaching. Please 
remember that cooking oil is recyclable 
here on Kadena. Return the oil to the 
original container once it is strained and 
cooled, and then bring it to the Kadena 
Recycling Center, Bldg. 871 located 
near Gate 3 behind Karing Kennels. 
For more information, contact Kadena 
Environmental at DSN 634-2600.

Cookie Drive 2022
It’s time to get festive! The Team 
Kadena Cookie Drive is scheduled for 
Dec 13-15.  Start collecting your baking 
supplies now so that you’ll be ready 
to put on your favorite apron, listen to 
some holiday tunes, and bake up some 

delicious cookies for our single and 
unaccompanied service members living 
in the dorms on Kadena Air Base. If 
you'd like to participate, please use the 
sign-up forms below.
Sign-up to donate cookies: 2022 
Team Kadena Cookie Drive Donations 
- https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/70a0b4fa5ae2da6fe3-20221
Sign-up to volunteer to sort/
assemble/bag cookies: 2022 Team 
Kadena Cookie Drive Volunteer - 
https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/70a0b4fa5ae2da6fe3-2022 

18th MUNS Tri-Annual 
Munitions Inventory
The 18th Munitions Squadron will be 
conducting a Tri-Annual, wall-to-wall 
inventory within the Munitions Storage 
Area from January 8 - 13, 2023. The 
47 munitions custody accounts across 
Team Kadena are asked to schedule 
any required support around these 
dates. There will be a limited support 
capacity for any unscheduled events. 
For more information, contact Master 
Sgt. Christian Afaisen at 632-5233.
 
How to File a Complaint with IG
If you believe you are unable to resolve 
your complaint through supervisory 
channels, you may seek IG assistance 
to determine if the complaint should 
be filed with the IG. Anyone can file a 
complaint if they reasonably believe 
there is Fraud, Waste or Abuse (FWA) 
or that inappropriate conduct has 
occurred in violation of law, policy, 
procedures, or regulation. To begin 
the process, you can complete the 
personnel data information on an AF 
Form 102 and briefly outline the facts 
and relevant information related to the 
issue or complaint. List the allegations 

of wrongdoing briefly, in general terms 
and provide supporting narrative detail 
and documents later, when interviewed 
by an IG person. Allegations should be 
written as bullets and should answer 
who committed the violation; what 
violation was committed; what law, 
regulation, procedures, or policy was 
violated; when did the violation occur.  
Help is available: Email us at 18wg.
igqcomplaintsinquiries@us.af.mil (18th 
WG/IGQ Complaints & Inquiries) or 
call your Kadena IG office at 634-7622, 
634-0442, or 634-1109 located in 
Building 92.

Financial Success PDS
There will be a Financial Success 
briefing December 13 starting at 9 a.m. 
at the McDaniel Center, Classroom 1. 
There will be free coffee & doughnuts 
provided. For more information, contact 
Staff Sgt. Kyle Johnson at 634-3813.

WIC Overseas Program
WIC Overseas is a supplemental 
nutrition program designed for pregnant, 
postpartum, and breastfeeding women, 
infants and children up to the age of 
5. As a WIC Overseas participant, 
you can receive nutrition education in 
the form of individual counseling and 
group classes, breastfeeding support, 
supplemental foods such as milk, 
juice, cheese, cereal, eggs and fresh 
fruits and vegetables, and referrals to 
other health care agencies. For more 
information and to check financial/
residential eligibility, visit or call the WIC 
Overseas office nearest you.
Kadena Air Base: (Bldg. 428) at 632-
9427 or 632-6223; off base, call: 098-
938-1111, then 632-9427/6223.
Camp Foster: (Bldg. 5717) at 645-9419; 
off base, call: 098-970-9419.
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Camp Courtney: (Bldg. 4408) at 622-9424; off 
base, call: 098-954-9424.
Camp Kinser: (Bldg. 107, Room 121) at 637-
4899; off base, call: 098-970-5555.

INFORMATION
Think Before You Drink
Don’t become a statistic. Think before you 
drink. Don’t drive – call a ride.  For a safe ride 
home call these numbers: Kadena Taxi at 
098-970-8888(option 8). Panda Taxi (off base) 
098-937-8989. Daiko 098-932-4035.

Public Affairs Photo Studio New 
Operation System
The Public Affairs photo studio will start 
taking online appointments via the link: 
https://18thwingpublicaffairsphotostudio.
setmore.com *Appointments can be made 
from NIPR computers or personal devices. The 
operation hour is still same as Mon - Thurs from 
9 - 11 a.m. and 1 - 4 p.m.  Appointments are 
available in half-hour increments.  *Award, bio, 
package submission photos or Official Passport 
photos (require a letter or voucher from your 
UDM or the passport office) are scheduled 
on Monday – Wednesday. *Full-length photos 
are only available on Thursday.  Photos are 
for official use only. For more information / 
questions, please call at 634-4013 / 634-3813.

Kadena and Camp Foster Emergency 
Numbers
Kadena Fire Emergency Services reminds 
everyone to program their cell phones with the 
emergency numbers. To report an emergency 
on Kadena via cell, dial 098-934-5911, and from 
an office phone, dial 911. For Camp Foster via 
cell, dial 098-911-1911, or from an office phone, 
dial 911.

Airmen Against Drunk Driving
Airmen Against Drunk Driving operates every 
Friday and Saturday night from 9 p.m. to 1 a.m. 
within 3 miles of Kadena Air Base. For a ride, 

call 098-961-2233 or message us on Facebook 
at Kadena AB A2D2. To volunteer to drive for 
AADD, you may find the link to our sign-up 
page on Facebook at Kadena AB A2D2.   For 
more information, contact Senior Airman Ethan 
Chenoweth at 634-5897.

The Wired Bean’s Ohana Nights
Every 1st, 3rd, and 5th Thursday of the month 
is Ohana Night at the Wired Bean (Bldg. 
612). Various organizations around the base 
prepare home cooked meals for our E1 - E4 
unaccompanied service members. The free 
food and drinks are available while supplies 
last. For more information, contact Melissa 
Rafferty at 634-1288.

UPCOMING EVENTS 
JASDF AirFesta 2022
JASDF celebrates “AirFesta 2022” on Sunday 
December 11  from 9 a.m. - 3 p.m at Naha Air 
Base.  The event is free admission.  There will 
be static display aircraft, JASDF equipment, 
music and eisa-dance stage.  Please wear a 
mask for this event.  No pets allow.  There will 
be no parking.  Shuttle bus available from Naha 
Military Port.

Kadena Commissary Farmers Market
On December 17 from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., the 
Kadena Commissary will be partnering with 
Coastal Pacific and local farmers to have the 
first Commissary Farmer's Market. This event 
will see several Okinawa Farmers setting up in 
front of the Commissary to sell locally grown 
produce.  Come by and see what is available!  
For more information, check out the Okinawa 
Grocer Facebook page or contact Mark Bissell 
at 634-3990.

Jingle Jog 5K
Kadena Sports & Fitness Complex is hosting 
the Jingle Jog 5K on December 17, 8 a.m. at 
the Risner Fitness Center parking lot. Don't 
forget to wear your favorite Holiday attire (ugly 

holiday sweaters, Santa hats, etc). We also 
need volunteers to help out during the event. 
If you would like to volunteer, please sign up 
by using the Sign-Up Genius link: https://www.
signupgenius.com/go/70A0445A9AF29A3FB6-
jingle1  For more information, contact Staff 
Sgt. Benedetta Laird at 634-5128 or email 
benedetta.laird@us.af.mil

AFSA General Membership Meeting
Your local AFSA Chapter 1553 would like to 
invite you to our General Membership Meetings 
held on the third Wednesday of each month 
from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at Rocker Enlisted 
Club. Join us as we discuss current events, 
invite guest speakers, present awards, and 
review relevant legislation changes pertaining 
to military service members and their families.
Join AFSA: https://members.hqafsa.org/
Members_AFSA/EZ_Join.aspx 
Follow Chapter 1553: https://www.facebook.
com/AFSAChapter1553
For more information, contact Tech. Sgt. Brian 
Diaz at 634-3233 or Tech. Sgt. Jesus Cintron at 
634-8832.

VOLUNTEER
Kadena Tax Center Volunteer Needed
Kadena Tax Center needs Volunteers for Tax Year 
2022.  Experience is not required and training is 
available. IRS in person training from January 

30 to February 3, 2023. If you are interested, 
sign up at the link: https://www.signupgenius.
com/go/508094EABAD2BA4F58-2022 For 
more information, contact Evelyn Mickles at 
634-5013.
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By Master Sgt. 
Jefferson Thompson
173rd Fighter Wing Public Affairs
12/7/2022 - KINGSLEY FIELD, Ore. — 
The U.S. Air Force is replacing F-15C Eagles 
of Kadena Air Base with a rotating force 
of fighters according to official Air Force 
spokeswoman Ann Stefanek.
 That announcement kicks off a process 
of ferrying nearly 50 fighter aircraft across 
the Pacific Ocean back to the United States 
mainland—a task with many challenges.
 They need a place to go—not just any 
place but a secure military installation with 
the room to park them, and with a team of 
people who understand the care and feeding 

the Eagle requires.
 It’s a problem with a ready solution—
Kingsley Field, the home of the 173rd 
Fighter Wing, located on the west Coast in 
Southern Oregon, has extensive ramp space 
and whose Eagle Keepers are proficient at 
keeping them airworthy every day.
 “Kingsley’s geographic location on the 
West Coast makes it an easy choice due to 
the proximity of the stop-over location, 
Hickam Air Force Base,” said Col. Adam 
Gaudinski, the 173rd Maintenance Group 
commander. “Additionally, we were chosen 
due to our vast maintenance experience, 
unique capabilities, and our immense ramp 
and hangar space.”

 When these aircraft arrive, which began 
Dec. 4, Kingsley maintainers “catch” them 
and inspect them for any issues following 
their transit of the Pacific Ocean.
 “When the jets are ready, Kingsley will 
coordinate with gaining units to come pick 
up their aircraft,” said Gaudinski, “Also, 
Kingsley will welcome several of the Kadena 
aircraft into our current fleet.”
 Finally, the disposition process means 
that several aircraft will retire to the “Bone-
yard” in sunny Tucson, Arizona.
 Currently the wing has accepted 14 Kade-
na F-15 Eagles and will send seven of them 
to new homes across the nation, including 
guard units in California, Massachusetts, 

and Louisiana. Four of them will retire to 
the Boneyard and three of them will call the 
173rd Fighter Wing home.
 “We were able to ensure all aircraft were 
‘Code-1’ within 24-hours of their arrival,” 
Gaudinski said of the initial aircraft arrival 
on Friday. “Code-1” is maintenance short-
hand for a jet that ready to fly immediately. 
“This permits aircraft to be flown to their 
gaining units as rapidly as possible.”
 The quick turn-around is helpful to 
the process as more jets are scheduled to 
arrive as early as next week. The process will 
continue until the entire fleet of Kadena Air 
Base F-15s leave the base, the first time that 
has happened since 1979. 

(U.S. Air National Guard photo by Senior Master Sgt. Jennifer Shirar) 

U.S. Air Force F-15 Eagles from Kadena Air 
Base land at Kingsley Field in Klamath Falls, 
Oregon, Dec. 2, where they will be inspected 
and repaired before being transferred to their 
gaining units or retired to the “Boneyard”. 


