
(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Alexis Redin) 

A U.S. Air Force F-16CM Fighting Falcon aircraft, 
assigned to the 480th Fighter Squadron, taxis on the flight 
line at Spangdahlem Air Base, Germany, Jan. 11, 2023. 

By 18th Wing Public Affairs    
1/16/2023 - KADENA AIR BASE — U.S. 
and Japanese security officials have an-
nounced a series of initiatives that will 
strengthen the alliance between the two na-
tions and help guarantee a free and open In-
do-Pacific.
 F-16CM Fighting Falcons from the 52nd 
Fighter Wing, Spangdahlem Air Base, Ger-
many, arrived at Kadena Air Base, Jan. 16, 
2023, to support the on-going phased re-
turn of Kadena’s fleet of F-15C/D Eagles to 
the United States.
 While deployed here, the highly ma-
neuverable multi-role F-16s will work in 
conjunction with Kadena-based assets 
and F-22A Raptors deployed from the 3rd 
Wing, Joint Base Elmendorf Richardson, 
Alaska, to ensure continued steady-state 
fighter capabilities.
 Together the diverse array of fighters, 
alongside joint and allied forces strength-

en operational readiness to defend Japan 
while ensuring a free and open Indo-Pa-
cific through a robust presence of dynamic 
fighter aircraft.
 “We are excited to be here supporting 
our allies and partners in the Indo-Pacific 
region,” said Lt. Col. Shaun Loomis, 480th 
Expeditionary Fighter Squadron com-
mander. “We look forward to training and 
operating in this uniquely complex and 
strategically vital region. Additionally, we 
are grateful for the opportunity to experi-
ence day-to-day life and local culture here 
in Okinawa.”
 The Fighting Falcon is renowned for its 
fly-by-wire system, and exceptionally flexi-
ble design enabling it to excel worldwide in 
a range of both air-to-air and air-to-ground 
roles.
 Since Nov. 4, deployed F-22s have em-
ployed their unique mix of stealth, super 
cruise, advanced avionics and sensor fu-

sion capabilities to bring air dominance 
to the Keystone of the Pacific, augment-
ing the air-to-air capabilities of Kade-
na’s F-15 fleet. As the F-16s begin opera-
tions, they too will integrate their unique 
strengths to help Team Kadena deter 
and, if necessary, prevail over acts of ag-
gression that threaten peace and stability 
in the Indo-Pacific.
 “These temporary deployments bring a 
diverse set of platforms to the region and 
provide the opportunity to integrate, train, 
and operate with our joint forces and in-
ternational Allies and partners,” said Col. 
Henry Schantz, 18th Operations Group 
commander.
 For decades, Kadena Air Base has 
served as the keystone of the Pacific. The 
base’s strategic position makes it a vital 
staging location for forces to deter region-
al adversaries and project U.S. airpower 
throughout the Indo-Pacific.

 “It is exciting to train new aircrew to 
operate in and around the Indo-Pacific re-
gion,” Schantz said. “The units bring their 
own distinct skill sets and experiences 
from around the globe to bolster our Al-
lies and partners while we work together to 
maintain a free and open Indo-Pacific.”
 As the 18th Wing continues the on-go-
ing phased return of Kadena’s fleet of Ea-
gles, the Department of Defense will con-
tinue to maintain a steady-state fighter 
presence in the region by temporarily de-
ploying newer and more advanced aircraft 
to backfill the F-15s as they retrograde to 
the United States.
 Modernizing capabilities in the In-
do-Pacific theater remains a top priority. 
The transition to more capable aircraft at 
Kadena exemplifies the DOD’s continued 
commitment to enhancing posture while 
building on the strong foundation of our 
Alliance with Japan.

By Senior Airman 
Austin Sowles    
144th Fighter Wing Public Affairs
1/13/2023 - FRESNO AIR NATIONAL 
GUARD BASE, Ca. — The 144th Fighter 
Wing received three F-15C Eagles to their 
inventory during the month of December 
2022 following their reassignment from 
Kadena Air Base, Japan. The 144th FW is 
one of the few Air National Guard units to 
absorb the F-15Cs.
 Acquiring these aircraft from active duty 
assists the 144th Fighter Wing to remain 
combat capable and maintain their current 
flying tempo.
 Senior Master Sgt. Derek Trautmiller, 
144th Maintenance Squadron production 
superintendent, said, “Getting these aircraft 
here has been a tremendous help in bolster-
ing our inventory. It keeps us combat capa-
ble, and that’s our mission.”
 As each F-15C is received by the 144th 
FW, they undergo an extensive acceptance 
inspection. This includes verifying serial 
numbers, inspection of egress and avionics, 
and ensuring that all mechanical systems 

are functioning correctly. The process of an 
acceptance inspection usually occurs with-
in a two-week window but can take longer. 
It is an important step in the process of re-
ceiving new aircraft and ensures that the 
144th FW can continue to maintain combat 
effectiveness and air superiority.
 With these procedures in place, the 
144th FW and its newly acquired F-15C Ea-
gles can continue to engage in future opera-
tions and to defend the homeland.
 “[Gaining these three aircraft] allows us 
to continue [our mission] and the capabili-
ties that we had before the divestment pro-
cess started to occur,” Trautmiller said. “It’s 
great to look forward into the future and 
see where modernization takes us.”
 As the Air Force modernizes its over-
all fighter fleet, the 144th FW expects 
to receive additional F-15Cs. These air-
craft have had their service life extended 
through longeron replacement and nu-
merous component upgrades. The144th 
FW is expected to continue to operate 
these aircraft until a new airframe is re-
ceived.

(U.S. Air National Guard photo by Senior Airman Austin Sowles) 

^Two U.S. Air Force F-15C Eagles in the process of transitioning from Kadena Air Base, await inspection Jan. 8, 2023, 
at the Fresno Air National Guard Base, California. The 144th Fighter Wing accepted three aircraft in total after Kadena Air 
Base initiated their modernization program and phased out their F-15s. 

Falcons join Raptors and Eagles at KAB
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By USS Nimitz (CVN 
68) Public Affairs   
1/13/2023 - SOUTH CHINA 
SEA — The Nimitz Carrier Strike 
Group (NIMCSG) began operat-
ing in the South China Sea Jan. 
12 for the first time during the 
group’s 2022-2023 deployment.
 While in the South China 
Sea, the strike group is conduct-
ing maritime strike training, an-
ti-submarine operations, inte-
grated multi-domain and joint 
training between surface and air 
elements, and flight operations 
with fixed and rotary wing air-

craft. Carrier operations in the 
South China Sea are part of the 
U.S. Navy’s routine operations in 
the Indo-Pacific.
 “The Nimitz Carrier Strike 
Group has the capability to de-
liver integrated lethal and non-le-
thal effects from space to under-
sea, across every axis, and every 
domain,” said Rear Adm. Chris-
topher Sweeney, commander, 
Carrier Strike Group (CSG) 11. 
“Our Sailors’ tenacity and warf-
ighting prowess are unmatched 
and a testimony to our country’s 
determination to work alongside 

our Allies and partners to main-
tain free and open seas.”
 The CSG 11 staff is embarked 
on the aircraft carrier USS Nimitz 
(CVN 68). The Ticonderoga-class 
guided-missile cruiser USS Bun-
ker Hill (CG 52), Arleigh Burke-
class guided-missile destroy-
ers USS Decatur (DDG 73), USS 
Chung-Hoon (DDG 93), USS 
Wayne E Meyer (DDG 108), the 
squadrons and staff of Carrier Air 
Wing Seventeen (CVW 17), and 
the staffs of Destroyer Squadron 
Nine (DESRON 9) are attached to 
the strike group and provide un-

paralleled firepower across all do-
mains – air, sea and land.
 The squadrons that make up 
CVW 17 are the “Fighting Red-
cocks” of Strike Fighter Squadron 
22 (VFA 22), “Mighty Shrikes” of 
Strike Fighter Squadron 94 (VFA 
94), “Kestrels” of Strike Fighter 
Squadron 137 (VFA 137), “Blue 
Diamonds” of Strike Fighter 
Squadron 146 (VFA 146), “Cou-
gars” of Electronic Attack Squad-
ron 139 (VAQ 139), “Sun Kings” 
of Carrier Airborne Early Warn-
ing Squadron 116 (VAW 116), 
“Battlecats” of Helicopter Mari-
time Strike Squadron 73 (HSM 
73) and the “Screamin’ Indians” 
of Helicopter Sea Combat Squad-

ron 6 (HSC 6).
 The strike group remains com-
mitted to protecting the rights, 
freedoms, and lawful uses of the 
sea, and upholding the rules-
based international order along-
side Allies and partners. CSG 11 
demonstrates the ability to deliv-
er overwhelming maritime force 
if called upon.
 The Nimitz Carrier Strike 
Group is currently underway in 
7th Fleet conducting routine op-
erations. 7th Fleet is the U.S. Na-
vy‘s largest forward-deployed 
numbered fleet, and routinely in-
teracts and operates with Allies 
and partners in preserving a free 
and open Indo-Pacific region.
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The aircraft carrier USS Nimitz 
(CVN 68) transits through the 
South China Sea, Jan. 12, 2023.

^Aircrew assigned to the 909th Air Refueling Squadron 
review KC-135 Stratotanker maintenance records prior to 
take off at Kadena Air Base, Jan. 10, 2023. 

^Capt. Jared Smithson, 909th Air Refueling Squadron 
pilot, speaks to his co-pilot mid-flight over the Pacific 
Ocean, Jan. 10, 2023. 

^Senior Airman Nasia Harris observes Senior Airman 
Seth Amiott, 909th Air Refueling Squadron boom 
operators, as he prepares for aerial refueling over the 
Pacific Ocean, Jan. 10, 2023. 

^Senior Airman Alec Gomez, 718th Aircraft 
Maintenance Squadron avionics specialist, oversees 
KC-135 Stratotanker preflight checks at Kadena Air Base, 
Jan. 10, 2023.

(U.S. Air Force photos by Senior Airman Yosselin Campos) 

909th ARS refuel B-1B Lancers over Pacific

A U.S. Air Force B-1B Lancer 
assigned to the 37th Expeditionary 
Bomb Squadron, Ellsworth Air Force 
Base, South Dakota, approaches 
a KC-135 Stratotanker assigned to 
the 909th Air Refueling Squadron, 
Kadena Air Base, for aerial refueling 
over the Pacific Ocean, Jan. 
10, 2023. The U.S. Indo-Pacific 
Command routinely and visibly 
demonstrates commitment to our 
Allies and partners through the 
employment of our military forces, 
demonstrating strategic predictability, 
while becoming more operationally 
unpredictable to adversaries. 

(U.S. Marine Corps photo by Cpl. Tyler Harmon) 

 (U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Hannah Kantner) 

VMFA-242 departs MCAS Iwakuni 
in support of the 31st MEU

A U.S. Marine Corps F-35B Lightning II aircraft with Marine Fighter Attack Squadron 
(VMFA) 242 takes off from Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, Jan. 12, 2023. 
Marines with VMFA-242 will take part in their first deployment in support of the 31st 
Marine Expeditionary Unit since becoming fully operationally capable in 2022. 
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(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Ricardo Sandoval)
(U.S. Air Force photos by Airman 1st Class Tylir Meyer)

Eielson begins updates to F-16 fleet

By Master Sgt. 
Eric Donner   
354th Fighter Wing Public Affairs 
1/12/2023 - EIELSON AIR 
FORCE BASE, Alaska — The 
354th Fighter Wing accepted de-
livery of its first two F-16 Fight-
ing Falcon fighter aircraft acquired 
from Dannelly Field Air National 
Guard Base, Alabama, January 12, 
2023.
 These aircraft are the first 
scheduled to arrive throughout 
2023 to replace the aircraft cur-
rently assigned to the 18th Aggres-
sor Squadron.
 “The Air Force is using a great 
opportunity to recapitalize in-
vestments made by the National 
Guard and upgrade the capabili-
ties of the current Aggressor fleet,” 
said Lt. Col. Chad Richards, 354th 
Operations Group deputy com-
mander. “This is going to provide 
more capability and realism so that 
the aircraft and the pilots that are 
being trained here in the JPARC 
(Joint Pacific Alaska Range Com-

plex) can have a better adversary 
and they can train to a higher qual-
ity threat.”
 The upgraded avionics in the 
aircraft allow the Aggressors to 
replicate advanced threats and 
provide realistic training to De-
partment of Defense and partner 
nation aircrews in exercises like 
RED FLAG-Alaska. Combined 
with the more than 75,000 square 
miles of airspace in the Joint Pacif-
ic Alaska Range Complex, Eielson 
is a hub of training for advanced 
airpower operations.
 “The updated aircraft are going 
to amplify their efforts and pro-
duce even more valuable training 
to all of our partners and allies,” 
said Richards. “We’re able to offer 
unparalleled training, both to the 
United States Air Force, our joint 
partners, as well as many part-
ner nations across the Pacific. I’m 
looking forward to seeing what the 
Aggressors get to do with them 
and how we make our Air Force 
stronger.”

^A loadmaster assigned the 
1st Special Operations Squadron 
marshals an M142 High Mobility 
Artillery Rocket System assigned to 
the 3rd Marine Expeditionary Force 
into the cargo bay of an MC-130J 
Commando II at Kadena Air Base, Jan. 
10, 2023. Exercising elements of agile 
combat employment enables U.S. 
forces in the Indo-Pacific to operate 
from locations with varying levels of 
capacity and support, ensuring Airmen 
are postured to respond across the 
spectrum of military operations. 

^Airmen assigned to the 1st Special 
Operations Squadron and Marines assigned 
to the 3rd Marine Expeditionary Force discuss 
M142 High Mobility Artillery Rocket System 
specifications and capabilities at Kadena Air 
Base, Jan. 10, 2023. The 3rd MEF and 1st SOS 
collaborated to develop and test improved 
methods to resupply HIMARS located in 
austere locations. Initiatives like this highlight 
the continued commitment of U.S. forces to 
provide lethal, credible combat power and 
operational readiness. 

    Loadmasters assigned to the 1st Special 
Operations Squadron push an M142 High 
Mobility Artillery Rocket System ammo pod 
through the cargo bay of an MC-130J Commando 
II at Kadena Air Base, Jan. 10, 2023.

A SpaceX Starlink modem is 
prepared for a performance 
test at Kadena Air Base, Jan. 
10, 2023. Starlink’s satellites 
orbit approximately at 342 
miles above sea level, allowing 
for a closer connection to 
antennas on the ground 
world-wide. 

^Airman 1st Class Cody Moser, 18th Communications Squadron expeditionary 
communications technician, conducts a performance test for a Starlink terminal 
at Kadena Air Base, Jan. 10, 2023. “Connection to Starlink means we can 
bump up our end-users from 6 to 8 to potentially 20 to 30, which greatly affects 
efficiency in communication for deployed units and entire offices,” said Moser.

^

(U.S. Air Force photos by Airman 1st Class Sebastian Romawac) 

A U.S. Air Force F-16 Fighting Falcon from Dannelly 
Field, Air National Guard Base, taxis into a hangar at 
Eielson Air Force Base, Alaska, Jan. 12, 2023.
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(U.S. Navy photos by Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Thomas B. Contant) 

U.S. and Japanese leaders chart path 
to strengthen ‘Cornerstone’ alliance

^Marines assigned to the 31st Marine Expeditionary Unit (MEU) 
disembark an MV-22B Osprey tiltrotor aircraft from Marine Medium 
Tiltrotor Squadron (VMM) 262 on the flight deck of the forward-
deployed amphibious assault carrier USS America (LHA 6) while 
sailing underway in the Philippine Sea, Jan. 13, 2023.

^An F-35B Lightning II fighter aircraft from Marine Fighter Attack 
Squadron (VMFA) 242 prepares to take off of the flight deck of the 
forward-deployed amphibious assault carrier USS America (LHA 6) 
while underway in the vicinity of Okinawa, Jan. 12, 2023.

By Jim Garamone    
DOD News
1/12/2023 - WASHINGTON — 
U.S. and Japanese security officials 
have announced a series of initia-
tives that will strengthen the alli-
ance between the two nations and 
help guarantee a free and open In-
do-Pacific.
 Secretary of Defense Lloyd J. 
Austin III and Secretary of State 
Antony J. Blinken hosted Japa-
nese Foreign Minister Hayashi 
Yoshimasa and Japanese Defense 
Minister Hamada Yasukazu at 
the Security Consultative Talks in 
Washington. 
 Commonly called the 2+2 
talks, U.S. officials reiterated the 
alliance with Japan is the “cor-
nerstone” for security in the re-
gion. The talks further deepen 
an already close relationship, oc-
curring as China becomes more 
assertive, Russia has invaded a 
sovereign nation and North Ko-
rea is developing nuclear weapons 
and the means to deliver them. 
 The talks are in advance of Fri-
day’s meeting between President 
Joe Biden and Japanese Prime 
Minister Fumio Kishida at the 
White House.
 Both Austin and Blinken ex-
pressed unqualified support for 
the decisions manifested in Japan’s 
new national security strategy, na-
tional defense strategy and their 
decision to increase defense spend-
ing. “There is clear strategic align-
ment between the visions of Pres-

ident Biden and Prime Minister 
Kishida,” Austin said. “It is a shared 
commitment to uphold the rules-
based international order and to 
strengthen resilient partnerships 
around the globe. And the essen-
tial US-Japan alliance is at the cen-
ter of these efforts.”
 The security and defense lead-
ers also made a historic alliance 
decision to optimize American 
force posture in Japan “by for-
ward-stationing more versatile, 
mobile and resilient capabilities,” 
Austin said. “These actions will 
bolster deterrence in the region 
and allow us to defend Japan and 
its people more effectively.” 
 Given the increasing complex-
ity of the security environment in 
the Indo-Pacific, “we’ve decided 
that the 12th Artillery Regiment 
would remain in Japan and be re-
organized into the12th Marine Lit-
toral Regiment by 2025,” Austin 
said. “We will equip this new for-
mation with advanced intelligence, 
surveillance and reconnaissance as 
well as anti-ship and transporta-
tion capabilities that are relevant to 
the current and future threat envi-
ronments.”
 This is a new type of Marine 
formation that is nimble, quick 
and suited for the vast distances 
of the region. There are approxi-
mately 50,000 American service 
members based in Japan today. 
The regiment will consist of be-
tween 1,800 and 2,000 Marines 
but will not increase the overall 

U.S. presence in the nation. DOD 
officials said that the unit will re-
ceive the new Navy/Marine Expe-
ditionary Ship Interdiction Sys-
tem, or NMESIS, as it is called. 
 The officials discussed the tem-
porary deployment of an Amer-
ican MQ-9 Uncrewed Aerial Ve-
hicle unit to Kanoya Air Base in 
southern Japan to increase pres-
ence over the East China Sea.
 “We also discussed updating 
our alliances, roles and missions 
so that Japan can more active-
ly contribute to regional securi-
ty alongside the United States and 
other like-minded partners,” Aus-
tin said. “In our meeting today, we 
strongly endorsed Japan’s decision 
to acquire a counterstrike capabil-
ity, and we affirm that close coor-
dination on employing this capa-
bility will strengthen the US-Japan 
alliance.”
 The officials also determined 
that an attack “to, from or within 
space” could lead to the invocation 
of Article V of the U.S.-Japan Secu-
rity Treaty. This is part of the trea-
ty being updated to reflect current 
trends: In 2019, the U.S. and Japan 
included cyber as a military do-
main that would be covered under 
Article V. This clarifies that space is 
also included in the treaty. Article 
V states: “Each Party recognizes an 
armed attack against either Party 
in the territories under the admin-
istration of Japan would be danger-
ous to its own peace and safety and 
declares that it would act to meet 

the common danger in accordance 
with its constitutional provisions 
and processes.” 
 Japan is also expanding its par-
ticipation in efforts to maintain 
regional peace and stability and 
will work with U.S. officials to ac-
celerate work on “evolving alliance 
roles and missions and to employ 
interoperable and advanced capa-
bilities.”  
 Part of this is Japan will estab-
lish a permanent joint headquar-
ters and will work with U.S. offi-
cials on the command-and-control 
arrangements with an emphasis on 

interoperability with U.S. forces.
 The two militaries will also ex-
pand joint/shared use of facilities 
in Japan and increase exercises. 
This will include exercises in Ja-
pan’s Southwest Islands.
 The Indo-Pacific is a huge area 
comprising more than 50 per-
cent of the globe. The two na-
tions agreed to strengthen activi-
ties with allies and partners in the 
region including Australia, South 
Korea and India. Both nations 
also welcomed greater engage-
ment in the Indo-Pacific by Eu-
ro-Atlantic partners. 

A CH-53E Super Stallion helicopter from Marine Heavy Helicopter 
Squadron (HMH) 465 lands on the flight deck of the forward-deployed 
amphibious assault carrier USS America (LHA 6) while sailing underway 
in the Philippine Sea, Jan. 13, 2023.  America, lead ship of the America 
Amphibious Ready Group, is operating in the 7th Fleet area of operations 
to enhance interoperability with allies and partners and serve as a ready-
response force to defend peace and stability in the Indo-Pacific region. 
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(U.S. Marine Corps photo by Sgt. Savannah Mesimer) 

(U.S. Marine Corps photos by Lance Cpl. Sydni Jessee) 

Japan Ground Self-Defense Force Colonel 
Receives Meritorious Service Medal

3rd Marine Logistics Group conducts 
Alert Contingency MAGTF Drill Retired Japan Ground 

Self-Defense Force Col. Rikiya 
Kondo, former commanding 
officer of Fuji Training 
Center, JGSDF, poses for a 
photograph with his wife during 
an award ceremony on Camp 
Courtney,  Jan. 6, 2023. Kondo 
was presented the U.S. Armed 
Forces Meritorious Service 
Medal for his outstanding 
initiative to build relationships 
between the U.S. and JGSDF 
forces. His efforts resulted 
in the creation of exercise 
SHINKA, a reoccurring multi-
domain force-on-force exercise 
that enhances bilateral 
warfighting tactics, techniques, 
and procedures.

U.S. Marines and Sailors with 3rd Marine 
Logistics Group (MLG) stage tactical vehicles 
in preparation for an Alert Contingency Marine 
Air-Ground Task Force (ACM) drill at Kadena Air 
Base, Jan. 11, 2023.

   U.S. Marine Corps Lance Cpl. Loren 
Jernigan, an engineer equipment 
operator with 3rd Landing Support 
Battalion, places a scale beneath a 
quadcon during an Alert Contingency 
Marine Air-Ground Task Force (ACM) 
drill at Kadena Air Base, Jan. 11, 2023. 
3rd Marine Logistics Group (MLG) 
personnel conducted the ACM exercise 
to prepare to react quickly to a crisis, 
counter potential threats, and assist allies 
and partners throughout the Indo-Pacific 
region in maintaining regional stability.

^U.S. Navy Lt. Cmdr. John 
Haggerty with 3rd Marine Logistics 
Group (MLG), waits to weigh 
in with his gear during an Alert 
Contingency Marine Air-Ground 
Task Force (ACM) drill at Kadena 
Air Base, Jan. 11, 2023.

    U.S. Marine Corps Staff Sgt. 
Cesar Flores, a transmissions chief 
with Combat Logistics Battalion 
4, sets up radio communications 
during an Alert Contingency Marine 
Air-Ground Task Force (ACM) drill 
at Kadena Air Base, Jan. 11, 2023.

^

^



NOTICE
Frequent Outage at Kadena Air Base
Beginning January 28, 2023, Kadena Air 
Base and Camp Lester will experience 
biweekly power outages to support the 
installation of a microgrid electrical system 
to support energy resilience. This will 
impact many buildings and residences 
throughout Kadena Air Base and Camp 
Lester. For information on when and which 
buildings will be affected, please refer to 
the Kadena Connect App and the Okinawa 
Military Family Housing Facebook page. 
For more information, contact Leslie Morrill 
at 634-0447.

Military Personnel Flight Closure
The 718th Force Support Squadron Military 
Personnel Flight will be closed every third 
Thursday of the month for training. In the 
event of an emergency please coordinate 
through your First Sergeant and we'll be 
happy to assist you. For more information / 
concerns, contact Mater Sgt. Stefan Norton 
at 632-7202 or Capt. Diquan Walker at 634-
1946.

Kadena 5/6 General Membership 
Meeting
The Kadena 5/6 General Membership 
Meeting will be held January 26 at 7:30 
a.m. at the Rocker Enlisted Club. Open to 
everyone regardless of rank or branch. Join 
us for the first meeting of the new year
as we discuss future events, Professional 
Development Seminars and upcoming 
volunteer opportunities. For more 
information, contact Staff Sgt. Willie 
Hatcher at 634-2397 or email at 18WG.
Kadena56Executives@us.af.mil
 
Overseas Housing Allowance
An Overseas Housing Allowance (OHA) 
Utility Expense Survey is currently open 
until 31 March 2023.  The survey is designed 

to collect expense data for utilities and 
recurring maintenance expenses paid 
by service members in overseas private 
housing. This data will be used to determine 
future Utility/Recurring Maintenance 
Allowances. The following personnel are 
encouraged to participate in the survey: - 
Members stationed in country for at least 
6 months / - Members residing in privately 
leased quarters / - Members receiving 
an OHA.  Survey takes approximately 15 
minutes and located at: https://www.travel.
dod.mil/Allowances/Overseas-Housing-
Allowance/OHA-Data-Collection-Surveys/

Language Enabled Airman Program 
Professional Development
Shogun Language Enable Airman 
Program (LEAP) would like to invite you 
to next Language & Culture Professional 
Development event January 26 at the 
PME Center (2nd-floor auditorium) from 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Senior Master Sgt. Marta 
P. Meza will present “Chinese Influence in 
Latin America.” As special guest, AFCLC 
Director, Mr. Walter H. Ward, will attend 
virtually to discuss LEAP contributions in 
the INDOPACOM.   For more information, 
contact Master Sgt. Ricardo Cepeda at 
634-8159.

How to File a Complaint with IG
If you believe you are unable to resolve your 
complaint through supervisory channels, 
you may seek IG assistance to determine 
if the complaint should be filed with the 
IG. Anyone can file a complaint if they 
reasonably believe there is Fraud, Waste 
or Abuse (FWA) or that inappropriate 
conduct has occurred in violation of 
law, policy, procedures, or regulation. 
To begin the process, you can complete 
the personnel data information on an AF 
Form 102 and briefly outline the facts 
and relevant information related to the 

issue or complaint. List the allegations of 
wrongdoing briefly, in general terms and 
provide supporting narrative detail and 
documents later, when interviewed by an 
IG person. Allegations should be written as 
bullets and should answer who committed 
the violation; what violation was committed; 
what law, regulation, procedures, or policy 
was violated; when did the violation 
occur.  Help is available: Email us at 18wg.
igqcomplaintsinquiries@us.af.mil (18th WG/
IGQ Complaints & Inquiries) or call your 
Kadena IG office at 634-7622, 634-0442, or 
634-1109 located in Building 92.
 
INFORMATION
Think Before You Drink
Don’t become a statistic. Think before you 
drink. Don’t drive – call a ride.  For a safe 
ride home call these numbers: Kadena Taxi 
at 098-970-8888(option 8). Panda Taxi (off 
base) 098-937-8989. Daiko 098-932-4035.

Public Affairs Photo Studio New 
Operation System
The Public Affairs photo studio will start 
taking online appointments via the link: 
https://18thwingpublicaffairsphotostudio.
setmore.com *Appointments can be 
made from NIPR computers or personal 
devices. The operation hour is still same 
as Mon - Thurs from 9 - 11 a.m. and 1 - 4 
p.m.  Appointments are available in half-
hour increments.  *Award, bio, package 
submission photos or Official Passport 
photos (require a letter or voucher from your 
UDM or the passport office) are scheduled 
on Monday – Wednesday. *Full-length 
photos are only available on Thursday.  
Photos are for official use only. For more 
information / questions, please call at 634-
4013 / 634-3813.
 
The Wired Bean’s Ohana Nights
Every 1st, 3rd, and 5th Thursday of the 

month is Ohana Night at the Wired Bean 
(Bldg. 612). Various organizations around 
the base prepare home cooked meals for our 
E1 - E4 unaccompanied service members. 
The free food and drinks are available while 
supplies last. For more information, contact 
Melissa Rafferty at 634-1288.
 
Kadena and Camp Foster Emergency 
Numbers
Kadena Fire Emergency Services reminds 
everyone to program their cell phones 
with the emergency numbers. To report an 
emergency on Kadena via cell, dial 098-
934-5911, and from an office phone, dial 
911. For Camp Foster via cell, dial 098-911-
1911, or from an office phone, dial 911.

Airmen Against Drunk Driving
Airmen Against Drunk Driving operates 
every Friday and Saturday night from 9 p.m. 
to 1 a.m. within 3 miles of Kadena Air Base. 
For a ride, call 098-961-2233 or message 
us on Facebook at Kadena AB A2D2. To 
volunteer to drive for AADD, you may find 
the link to our sign-up page on Facebook 
at Kadena AB A2D2.   For more information, 
contact Senior Airman Ethan Chenoweth at 
634-5897.

WIC Overseas Program
WIC Overseas is a supplemental 
nutrition program designed for pregnant, 
postpartum, and breastfeeding women, 
infants and children up to the age of 5. 
As a WIC Overseas participant, you can 
receive nutrition education in the form of 
individual counseling and group classes, 
breastfeeding support, supplemental 
foods such as milk, juice, cheese, cereal, 
eggs and fresh fruits and vegetables, and 
referrals to other health care agencies. For 
more information and to check financial/
residential eligibility, visit or call the WIC 
Overseas office nearest you.
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Kadena Air Base: (Bldg. 428) at 632-9427 or 
632-6223; off base, call: 098-938-1111, then 
632-9427/6223.
Camp Foster: (Bldg. 5717) at 645-9419; off 
base, call: 098-970-9419.
Camp Courtney: (Bldg. 4408) at 622-9424; 
off base, call: 098-954-9424.
Camp Kinser: (Bldg. 107, Room 121) at 637-
4899; off base, call: 098-970-5555.

UPCOMING EVENTS 
Honor Guard Information Sessions
The Kadena Air Base Honor Guard will be 
holding two information sessions January 
23 and 27 at 3 p.m. at the McDaniel Center 
(Bldg. 3445) for individuals interested in 
joining the team. Individuals may attend 
either session. If unable to attend, please 
stop by the team’s regular weekly practice 
at 3 p.m. on Wednesdays or contact Master 
Sgt. Kristian Johnsen at kristian.johnsen@
us.af.mil or 634-2073.

Blood Drive
18 MDG Biomedical Service Corps is hosting 
a Blood Dive Janunary 26 inside the Kuba 
Room at the Rocker Enlisted Club from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m.  For more info Facebook.com/
Okinawablood.

Spades Tournament
The 18th MXG Top 3 is holding the Spades 
Tournament February 3 from 5 - 8 p.m. 
at Rocker Enlisted Club. Entry fee is 
required for the tournament. There will be 
trophies for 1st, 2nd and 3rd places. To 
sign up: https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/10C0C45ADAB28A1F8C70-spades  For 
more information, contact Tech. Sgt. Jamall 
Fryer at 634-6263 / 090-8460-2277.

Valentine’s Day Blood Drive
The 372nd Training Squadron Det 15 
Instructor Association and USPACOM 
Armed Services Blood Bank Center will be 
hosting a blood drive at the Kadena Base 

Exchange food court hallway February 14 
from 11 a.m. Snacks, drinks, a T-Shirt, and 
2 hours volunteer LOA will be provided to 
all those donate. Please wait at least 14 
days after receiving your COVID vaccine to 
donate. For more information, contact Staff. 
Sgt. Quinyra Clayton at 634-3850.

VOLUNTEER
Honor Guard Training Flight 
Volunteers
The Kadena Air Base Honor Guard will be 
holding its next Training Flight January 30 
to February 10 (Mon – Fri) from 3 - 5 p.m. 
at Bldg. 3445. All personnel interested in 
joining the team must complete the full two-
week training course. For more information, 
contact Master Sgt. Kristian Johnsen at 
kristian.johnsen@us.af.mil or 634-2073.
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