
An F-15C Eagle assigned to the 44th Fighter Squadron returns from a training sortie at Kadena Air Base, Dec. 20, 2022. The 44th FS maintains 
combat readiness through daily training, ensuring the ability to provide superior airpower capabilities in support of a free and open Indo-Pacific.

44th FS Eagles ready for action

Three Japan Air Self-Defense Force F-15J Eagles 
fly alongside a U.S. Air Force KC-135 Stratotanker 
assigned to the 909th Air Refueling Squadron over 
the Pacific Ocean, Dec. 14, 2022. The U.S.-Japan 
Alliance is the cornerstone of peace and security 
in the Indo-Pacific allowing for the forward basing 
of the most advanced military capabilities. U.S. 
commitment to regional deterrence and the 
defense of Japan is ironclad.

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Tylir Meyer) 

(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Jessi Roth) 

909th ARS, 525th FS 
partake in IRON SHADOW

A U.S. Air Force F-22A Raptor assigned to the 525th Fighter Squadron receives fuel from a 
KC-135 Stratotanker on the way to partake in IRON SHADOW over the Republic of Korea, Dec. 
20, 2022. IRON SHADOW is a bilateral training event with the Republic of Korea’s 38th Fighter 
Group. Combined training strengthens interoperability between U.S. and ROK forces, ensuring 
the collective defense of a free and open Indo-Pacific.

(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Yosselin Campos) 
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By U.S. Indo-Pacific 
Command Public Affairs  
12/29/2022 - CAMP H.M. SMITH, Hawaii 
— On Dec. 21 (China Standard Time), a 
People’s Liberation Army - Navy J-11 fighter 
pilot performed an unsafe maneuver during 
an intercept of a U.S. Air Force RC-135 air-
craft, which was lawfully conducting routine 
operations over the South China Sea in in-
ternational airspace. The PLAN pilot flew 
an unsafe maneuver by flying in front of and 
within 20 feet of the nose of the RC-135, 

forcing the RC-135 to take evasive maneu-
vers to avoid a collision.
 The U.S. Indo-Pacific Joint Force is dedi-
cated to a free and open Indo-Pacific region 
and will continue to fly, sail and operate at 
sea and in international airspace with due 
regard for the safety of all vessels and aircraft 
under international law. We expect all coun-
tries in the Indo-Pacific region to use inter-
national airspace safely and in accordance 
with international law.

Published by Eight Co., Ltd. a private firm in no way connected with the U.S. Air Force, under exclusive written contract with the 18th Wing. The civilian enter-
prise Air Force newspaper is an authorized publication for members of the U.S. military services overseas.  Contents of Samurai Gate are not necessarily the 
official views of, or endorsed by, the U.S. government, the Department of Defense, the Department of the Air Force or Eight Co. Ltd. of the products or ser-
vices advertised. The appearance of advertising in this publication, including inserts or supplements, does not constitute endorsement by the Department of 
Defense, the Department of the Air Force or Eight  Co. Ltd. of the products or services advertised.  Everything advertised in this publication shall be made 
available for purchase or patronage without regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, marital status, physical handicap, political affiliation or 
any other non-merit factor of the purchaser, user or patron.   For commercial advertising, inquiry, send an email to kadena.samuraigate@gmail.com

18th Wing Public Affairs: 18wg.papublicaffairs@us.af.mil   DSN:634-3813

USINDOPACOM 
Statement on Unsafe 
Intercept of U.S. 
aircraft over South 
China Sea

   Soldiers assigned to 1st Battalion, 1st Special Forces 
Group (Airborne), apprehend a simulated active shooter 
during an active shooter exercise on Kadena Air Base, 
Dec. 13, 2022. During the exercise, joint forces were able 
to increase efficiency with their communication skills, 
weapons handling, performance under pressure and 
room-clearing procedures.

^U.S. Air Force Airmen assigned to the 18th Wing participate in a Marine Corps 
Martial Arts Program tan belt class at Kadena Air Base, Dec. 15, 2022. Tan Belt training 
is an introduction to the basic fundamentals and physical disciplines of MCMAP, including 
warfighting concepts, character values, and the fighting techniques that are required of a 
basically trained Marine.

    Senior Airman Jacob McDonald, 
a fuel distribution operator with 18th 
Logistics Readiness Squadron, 
carries a refueling hose to a U.S. 
Marine Corps F/A -18D Hornet 
aircraft during Stand-in Force 
Exercise (SiF-EX) at Kadena Air 
Base, Dec. 12, 2022. SiF-EX is a 
division-level exercise involving all 
elements of the Marine Air-Ground 
Task Force focused on strengthening 
multi-domain awareness, maneuver, 
and fires across a distributed 
maritime environment. 

^Airman 1st Class Aidan Steffey, 44th Aircraft Maintenance Unit 
crew chief, stands by to launch an F-15C Eagle at Kadena Air Base, 
Dec. 14, 2022. Crew chiefs ensure that the 18th Wing’s fleet of F-15s 
are operationally ready by performing scheduled inspections, functional 
checks and preventive maintenance both before and after flights. 

^Senior Airman Carson Christian, 36th Airlift Squadron loadmaster 
assigned to Yokota Air Base, marshals a Tunner 60K Loader to the cargo 
bay of a C-130J Super Hercules at Kadena Air Base, Dec. 13, 2022. 
Using its aft loading ramp and door the C-130 can accommodate a wide 
variety of oversized cargo, including everything from utility helicopters 
and six-wheeled armored vehicles to standard palletized cargo and 
military personnel.

^Senior Airman Jesiah Moreno, left, and Senior Airman Kyle Hansen, 
18th Security Forces Squadron defenders, perform tactical combat 
casualty care during the Best Defender Challenge at Kadena Air Base, 
Dec. 16, 2022. TCCC consists of life-saving techniques and strategies for 
providing the best trauma care on the battlefield.

   Airman 1st Class Muriel 
Allende, 18th Security 
Forces Squadron 
response force member, 
stands at attention as his 
instructor sprays him with 
oleoresin capsicum spray 
at Kadena Air Base, Dec. 
12, 2022. Security forces 
Airmen are exposed to 
OC spray prior to being 
certified to carry it so they 
are aware of its effects 
on the suspect and 
themselves. 

An F-22A Raptor assigned to the 525th Fighter Squadron taxis onto the flightline at Kadena Air Base, Dec. 20, 2022. The 
Raptors were departing for IRON SHADOW, a bilateral training event with the Republic of Korea’s 38th Fighter Group. 
Combined training strengthens interoperability between U.S. and ROK forces, ensuring the collective defense of a free 
and open Indo-Pacific.

   Postal clerks with the 
718th Force Support 
Squadron process 
incoming mail at Kadena 
Air Base, Dec. 14, 2022. 
Kadena is home to 
the largest post office 
in the Indo-Pacific 
Command area of 
responsibility, servicing 
military members and 
dependents across 
Okinawa.

(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Jessi Roth) 

(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Jessi Roth) 

(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Jessi Roth) 

(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Jessi Roth) 

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Alexis Redin) 

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Tylir Meyer) 

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Sebastian Romawac) 

(U.S. Marine Corps photo by Lance Cpl. Samantha Rodriguez) 

(U.S. Air Force photos by Airman 1st Class Tylir Meyer) 

(Courtesy video)
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By Gunnery Sgt. 
Jonathan Wright 
United States Forces Japan
12/20/2022 - YOKOTA AIR BASE —  In 
1921, Italian General Giulio Douhet claimed 
that “he who controls the air controls every-
thing,” speaking to the importance of air su-
periority in armed conflict. More than one 
century later, his theory can still be applied 
to a much higher ground, and in the case 
of the region at the forefront of prioritiza-
tion to both the United Stated and Japan, the 
importance of competition in space has not 
been lost.
 On the United States Space Force’s third 
birthday, the previous years’ events regard-
ing space security and defense in Japan have 
been many. In the enduring mission to se-
cure a free and open Indo-Pacific against 
competing powers and natural disasters, 
United States Forces Japan, unilaterally and 

together with the Japan Air Self-Defense 
Force, saw cooperation in the space domain 
increase tenfold.
 “The space domain literally touches ev-
ery aspect of modern operations, military 
and otherwise,” said Lt. Col. Geoffrey Walk-
er, future operations division chief with 
USFJ. “Our function with the units we’re in-
tegrated with across Japan is to better defend 
and support the priorities of those units and 
their missions and to inform those planning 
and operation cycles from the aspect of the 
space domain. Space has touched everything 
in small ways, but that will only grow and 
improve as our assets and capabilities con-
tinue to improve.”
 From terrestrial and space weather track-
ing to integrated missile defense and threat 
monitoring to routine communications be-
tween forces spread across the region and 
globe, every facet of modern operations is 

linked to operations in the space domain. 
As a constantly trained and equipped force 
is necessary for the defense of Japan in the 
traditional land, air and sea domains, such 
is true for the defense of the space domain; 
and even truer is the fact that it cannot be 
achieved unilaterally.
 “The matter of space security and de-
fense for us in Japan further demonstrates 
just what a capable and, more importantly, 
evolving alliance it is that we share,” said Brig. 
Gen. James Wellons, deputy commander 
of USFJ. “The bolstering of our space pro-
grams was not done in a vacuum; we grew 
and more deeply integrated information and 
planning in the space domain into our re-
spective operations, and concurrently the Ja-
pan Air Self-Defense Force stood up their 
Space Operations Group to do the same. We 
have collaborated every step of the way, and 
as the importance of space defense and op-
erations is ever-growing, so too shall the al-
liance grow together to meet that require-
ment.”
 Furthering Japan’s commitment to a 
stronger space security element, the defense 
and security documents update released by 
Japan on Dec. 16 includes plans to rename 
the JASDF to include the space domain 
while growing the amount of space person-
nel in its ranks.
 On the U.S. side, U.S. Indo-Pacific Com-
mand last month stood up U.S. Space Forces, 
Indo-Pacific, the service’s second component 
to present forces to a combatant command 
and the first at an overseas combatant com-
mand. USSPACEFOR-INDOPAC provides 
INDOPACOM and subordinate commands 
with an additional element of space person-
nel to liaise with regional allies and partners 
and to integrate space activities into shared 

operations and activities.
 Concurrently, more USSF personnel are 
accelerating space capabilities in units across 
Japan, from the increased integration with 
Japanese partners at USFJ and down to the 
tactical level, such as the 31st Marine Expe-
ditionary Unit adding a USSF limited duty 
officer to its ranks in 2020 to better inform 
planning in the space domain in their oper-
ations. In recent bilateral exercises such as 
Keen Sword, the space operations cell has 
drastically grown with U.S. and Japanese 
personnel planning together, culminating 
in a three-day series of exercise events, the 
most detailed practical application of space 
defense planning and execution in a combat 
scenario of its size to date.
 All these ‘firsts’ within the past few years 
detail the United States’ and Japan’s commit-
ment to further improving operations and 
security initiatives in space, and, lock-step 
dedication is showcased where the alliance 
ensures an additional domain is safeguard-
ed and operated in functionally for a stron-
ger defense of Japan.
 “This is the ‘decisive decade’ where those 
who will be the power competitors 100 kilo-
meters up will be decided,” said Maj. Laura 
Light, future operations planner with USFJ. 
“As the Japanese continually build up their 
space capability, they learn from our best 
practices and make these programs their 
own, which in turn make us learn from an 
innovative approach to operations and in-
formation utilization. All that, with these 
two allies very dedicated to growth and col-
laboration in space, comes together in a very 
short time to allow for mutually-supportive 
systems for us to operate together. It works 
well now, but it will only improve drastically 
in the next few years to come.” 

(U.S. Marine Corps photo by Gunnery Sgt. Jonathan Wright)

Three Years of Space Force 
Reflections and the Future for Bilateral Space Operations in Japan
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By Chief Mass 
Communication Specialist 
Chelsea Milburn 
Commander, Naval Air Force 
Reserve Public Affairs
1/3/2023 - SAN DIEGO —  HSC-85’s most 
recent detachment returned from a six-
month deployment out of Kadena, Japan, 
Sept. 29, 2022. The homecoming marked 
only the second time all “Firehawks” have 
been stateside since their first deployment 
in 2013, with only a small break in 2018 to 
transition from the HH-60H to the MH-
60S.
 The “Firehawks” of Helicopter Sea 
Combat Squadron (HSC) 85 gathered in 
1920s-themed attire to celebrate the holidays 
at the Admiral Baker Golf Course on Naval 
Base Coronado, Dec. 3, 2022.
 For the majority of “Firehawks,” this holi-
day party was unlike any they’d seen as it was 
the first time they celebrated together with-
out feeling the absence of “Firehawks” on de-
ployment.
 HSC-85’s most recent detachment re-
turned from a six-month deployment out 
of Kadena, Japan, Sept. 29, 2022. The home-
coming marked only the second time all 
“Firehawks” have been stateside since their 
first deployment in 2013, with only a small 
break in 2018 to transition from the HH-
60H to the MH-60S.
 During the deployment, the detachment 
flew 161 sorties and 509 flight hours, pri-
marily in support of special operations forc-
es (SOF). HSC-85, a Navy Reserve squadron, 
has operated as the Navy’s only SOF-dedi-
cated squadron since the decommissioning 
of the HSC-84 “Red Wolves” in 2015.
 “We participated in [Combat Search and 
Rescue Exercise (CSARTE) 2022] in Osan, 

Republic of Korea, in late March to ear-
ly April,” said Lt. Cmdr. Mark Trask, who 
served as the detachment’s assistant officer 
in charge (AOIC) for the early months of the 
deployment. “It’s an exercise run by the U.S. 
Air Force 25th Fighter Squadron to work in 
U.S. Air Force, Navy, Army, and Korean avi-
ation assets to build an overall CSAR exer-
cise for the peninsula of Korea.”
 “In May, we were asked to support a pres-
idential movement when President Biden 
visited Korea,” Trask continued. “We were 
given 72-hour notice to move three helicop-
ters and our maintenance personnel from 
Kadena to work out of Seoul Air Base.”
 Lt. Cmdr. Eric Page, who turned over 
with Trask as AOIC for the deployment’s lat-
ter half, explained that the squadron’s unique 
ability to move with minimal logistics sup-
port allowed the detachment to participate 
in a wide variety of exercises and training 
evolutions.
 “There aren’t really any fleet squadrons 
comfortable or practiced in putting every-
thing on the back of a C-17 or dealing with 

putting things on C-130s, then going and fly-
ing,” said Page. “In the span of seven months, 
we did two movements to Korea, one to At-
sugi, Japan, and ultimately, our redeploy-
ment home.”
 “Certainly, there were a lot of headaches 
with doing so many movements,” said Trask, 
“but I think it only added to our Sailors’ mo-
tivation because we were invited to support 
the exercises and events we did because of 
the recognition of our caliber. When the 
movement is over, and you recognize and 
communicate what the team accomplished, 
there’s a huge sense of pride.”
 The pride of the “Firehawks” not only 
comes from their unique mission and capa-
bility, but also from their strong sense of her-
itage.
 “The genesis of this unit starts with HAL-
3 Seawolves, established April 1, 1967,” said 
Chief Naval Aircrewman Helicopter Keith 
Holt. “They were the Navy’s first dedicated 
SOF support squadron in Vietnam. My first 
senior chief here was trained by the guys of 
HAL-3. We have such a strong heritage here, 

and he passed it down to me, and I pass it 
down to my guys. We welcome the ‘Sea-
wolves’ here. We have ‘Seawolf ’ memorabil-
ia. When the ‘Seawolves’ do reunions, they 
do it here.”
 The “Firehawks” have taken several op-
portunities to honor their heritage and con-
nection to the “Seawolves.”
 In early October, HSC-85 escorted HAL-
3 veterans for “Honor Flight.” “3 ‘Firehawks’ 
accompanied the ‘Seawolves,’” said Holt. 
“They met them at the terminal, went to 
Washington D.C. and visited Arlington Na-
tional Cemetery with them.”
 As HAL-3 never got their welcome home 
after being disestablished while still in Viet-
nam, HSC-85 held a welcome home cele-
bration for them in the HSC-85 hangar on 
Naval Base Coronado in 2020 with as many 
“Seawolves” as were able to attend. The han-
gar is still home to the ceremony’s “welcome 
home” sign today.
 HSC-85’s most recent homecoming, with 
Sailors in flight suits and working uniforms 
cheering alongside family and friends hold-
ing signs and radiating excitement, is a tes-
tament to the squadron’s unique apprecia-
tion for the value of celebrating a safe return 
home.
 As the “Firehawks” relax and enjoy the 
holidays at home with their loved ones, 
Commander, Naval Air Force Reserve 
(CNAFR) reflects on the hard work, dedi-
cation and commitment to mission HSC-85 
Sailors have shown during their most recent 
deployment and those over the past nine 
years.
 CNAFR mans, trains and equips the Na-
val Air Force Reserve in order to provide 
enduring operational support and strategic 
depth to Navy forces that win in combat.

(U.S. Marine Corps photo by Lance Cpl. Jonathan Beauchamp) 

Home for the Holidays: All HSC-85 “Firehawks” 
Home for Only the Second Time in Nine Years

A U.S. Navy Sikorsky SH-60 
Seahawk Helicopter with 
Helicopter Sea Combat 
Squadron 85 ascends from 
a helicopter pad after an 
aerial sniper training during 
an Urban Sniper Course on 
Camp Schwab, June 15, 2022. 
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(U.S. Marine Corps photo by Lance Cpl. Christopher R. Lape) 

(U.S. Marine Corps photo by Cpl. Ryan Ulibarri) (U.S. Marine Corps photo by Lance Cpl. Samantha Rodriguez) 

(U.S. Marine Corps photo by Lance Cpl. Samantha Rodriguez) (U.S. Marine Corps photo by Lance Cpl. Samantha Rodriguez) 

31st MEU conducts Fast 
Rope Training with BLT 1/4

^U.S. Marines with Marine Fighter Attack Squadron 
312 remove an AIM-9X missile from an F/A-18D Hornet 
aircraft during Ryukyu Vice 23.1 at Kadena Air Base, 
Dec. 15, 2022.

^A U.S. Navy EA-18G Growler aircraft with Electronic 
Attack Squadron 131 taxis the runway during Ryukyu 
Vice 23.1 at Kadena Air Base, Dec. 15, 2022. 

   U.S. Marine 
Corps F-35B 
Lightning II aircraft 
with Marine Fighter 
Attack Squadron 
242 taxi the runway 
during Ryukyu Vice 
23.1 at Kadena 
Air Base, Dec. 16, 
2022.

(U.S. Navy photo by Utilitesman 2nd Class Nettie Mae Manfull) 

Okinawa MWR, 
10th Annual 
U.S. Army VS. 
U.S. Navy Flag 
Football game
The Morale, Welfare, and Recreation 
(MWR) program Okinawa, hosts 
their 10th annual Army vs Navy Flag 
Football game, Dec. 10. The game is 
held in honor of the historic academy 
rivalry football game which has been 
played since 1890.

U.S. Marines with Battalion Landing Team 1/4, 31st Marine 
Expeditionary Unit, conduct fast rope training off of an 
MV-22B Osprey at Camp Hansen, Dec. 29, 2022. The 
training teaches Marines the fundamentals of fast roping and 
prepares them for quick insertion into austere environments. 
The 31st MEU, the Marine Corps’ only continuously forward-
deployed MEU, provides a ready and lethal force ready to 
perform a wide range of military operations as the premier 
crisis response force in the Indo-Pacific.

A U.S. Navy EA-18G Growler aircraft with Electronic Attack Squadron (VAQ) 131 flies in 
formation for aerial refueling with a KC-130J Super Hercules aircraft with Marine Aerial 
Refueler Transport Squadron (VMGR) 152 during Ryukyu Vice 23.1 near Kadena Air Base, 
Dec. 15, 2022. Ryukyu Vice is a joint, fixed-wing aviation command and control exercise that 
provides critical training to 1st Marine Aircraft Wing tactical air control personnel through 
offensive, defensive and counter-air live-flight scenarios.

^



NOTICE
Frequent Outage at Kadena Air Base
Beginning January 28, 2023, Kadena Air 
Base and Camp Lester will experience 
biweekly power outages to support the 
installation of a microgrid electrical system 
to support energy resilience. This will 
impact many buildings and residences 
throughout Kadena Air Base and Camp 
Lester. For information on when and which 
buildings will be affected, please refer to 
the Kadena Connect App and the Okinawa 
Military Family Housing Facebook page. 
For more information, contact Leslie Morrill 
at 634-0447.

18th MUNS Tri-Annual Munitions 
Inventory
The 18th Munitions Squadron will be 
conducting a Tri-Annual, wall-to-wall 
inventory within the Munitions Storage 
Area from January 8 - 13. The 47 munitions 
custody accounts across Team Kadena are 
asked to schedule any required support 
around these dates. There will be a limited 
support capacity for any unscheduled 
events. For more information, contact 
Master Sgt. Christian Afaisen at 632-5233.

How to File a Complaint with IG
If you believe you are unable to resolve your 
complaint through supervisory channels, 
you may seek IG assistance to determine 
if the complaint should be filed with the 
IG. Anyone can file a complaint if they 
reasonably believe there is Fraud, Waste 
or Abuse (FWA) or that inappropriate 
conduct has occurred in violation of 
law, policy, procedures, or regulation. 
To begin the process, you can complete 
the personnel data information on an AF 
Form 102 and briefly outline the facts 
and relevant information related to the 
issue or complaint. List the allegations of 
wrongdoing briefly, in general terms and 

provide supporting narrative detail and 
documents later, when interviewed by an 
IG person. Allegations should be written as 
bullets and should answer who committed 
the violation; what violation was committed; 
what law, regulation, procedures, or policy 
was violated; when did the violation 
occur.  Help is available: Email us at 18wg.
igqcomplaintsinquiries@us.af.mil (18th WG/
IGQ Complaints & Inquiries) or call your 
Kadena IG office at 634-7622, 634-0442, or 
634-1109 located in Building 92.

INFORMATION
Think Before You Drink
Don’t become a statistic. Think before you 
drink. Don’t drive – call a ride.  For a safe 
ride home call these numbers: Kadena Taxi 
at 098-970-8888(option 8). Panda Taxi (off 
base) 098-937-8989. Daiko 098-932-4035.

Public Affairs Photo Studio New 
Operation System
The Public Affairs photo studio will start 
taking online appointments via the link: 
https://18thwingpublicaffairsphotostudio.
setmore.com *Appointments can be 
made from NIPR computers or personal 
devices. The operation hour is still same 
as Mon - Thurs from 9 - 11 a.m. and 1 - 4 
p.m.  Appointments are available in half-
hour increments.  *Award, bio, package 
submission photos or Official Passport 
photos (require a letter or voucher from your 
UDM or the passport office) are scheduled 
on Monday – Wednesday. *Full-length 
photos are only available on Thursday.  
Photos are for official use only. For more 
information / questions, please call at 634-
4013 / 634-3813.

How to Receive Emergency 
Notifications in English on Cell 
Phone
Cell phones across Okinawa currently 

receive emergency text notifications in 
Japanese from mobile phone service 
providers. To receive emergency 
notifications by e-mail in English, follow 
the steps in the pamphlet located in the 
Readiness & Emergency Management 
SharePoint located at: https://go.usa.gov/
x6MU6
For more information, contact the 
Readiness & Emergency Management 
Flight at 634-4404.
 
The Wired Bean’s Ohana Nights
Every 1st, 3rd, and 5th Thursday of the 
month is Ohana Night at the Wired Bean 
(Bldg. 612). Various organizations around 
the base prepare home cooked meals for our 
E1 - E4 unaccompanied service members. 
The free food and drinks are available while 
supplies last. For more information, contact 
Melissa Rafferty at 634-1288.

TMO Passenger Travel & Personal 
Property
Visiting our office is not necessary to initiate 
Passenger Travel and Personal Property 
requests. To setup your shipments, please 
visit the Defense Personal Property System 
at https://www.move.mil/ then go to our 
Personal Property sharepoint: https://
usaf.dps.mil/sites/kadena/18MSG/18LRS/
LGRD/TMO/PP/SitePages/Home.aspx 
(Retirees, separatees, and first-time movers 
must visit TMO for a 1-on-1 HHG counseling). 
For travel reservations, please visit our 
Passenger Travel sharepoint: https://usaf.
dps.mil/sites/kadena/18MSG/18LRS/
LGRD/TMO/PT/SitePages/Home.aspx  
For SATO assistance, contact them via: 
kadenaab@cwtsato.com or call: US 1-855-
431-7707 (Opt 3) / Japan 0066-3381-2981 
(Opt 3).
*Please note, you must have orders to setup 
Personal Property shipments, however 
orders are not required to make your travel 

reservations with Passenger Travel*
For urgent matters, contact at 634-0128 
or make an appointment at https://
v2.waitwhile.com/lists/18lrs/join

Mail Address Information
The mail addressees should inform their 
mailers to not include “Japan” or “Okinawa” 
in the APO or FPO mail address format. If 
included, the mail may be routed through 
the international postal system instead 
of the military postal system, which may 
result in a higher postage rate and longer 
transit time to the addressee.   To prevent 
non-delivery of mail, please enclose inside 
the mail piece the sender's address and 
the intended addressee. Enclosing the 
addresses inside the package can help 
the Postal Service route the mail to the 
addressee or returned to sender should 
the exterior addresses become unreadable 
or is separated from the mail piece. For 
more information, contact the Kadena 
Post Office at 634-4455 or 718FSS.FSXP.
KadenaPostOffice@us.af.mil  
 
Kadena and Camp Foster Emergency 
Numbers
Kadena Fire Emergency Services reminds 
everyone to program their cell phones 
with the emergency numbers. To report an 
emergency on Kadena via cell, dial 098-
934-5911, and from an office phone, dial 
911. For Camp Foster via cell, dial 098-911-
1911, or from an office phone, dial 911.

Airmen Against Drunk Driving
Airmen Against Drunk Driving operates 
every Friday and Saturday night from 9 p.m. 
to 1 a.m. within 3 miles of Kadena Air Base. 
For a ride, call 098-961-2233 or message 
us on Facebook at Kadena AB A2D2. To 
volunteer to drive for AADD, you may find 
the link to our sign-up page on Facebook 
at Kadena AB A2D2.   For more information, 
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contact Senior Airman Ethan Chenoweth at 
634-5897.

WIC Overseas Program
WIC Overseas is a supplemental 
nutrition program designed for pregnant, 
postpartum, and breastfeeding women, 
infants and children up to the age of 5. As 
a WIC Overseas participant, you can receive 
nutrition education in the form of individual 
counseling and group classes, breastfeeding 
support, supplemental foods such as milk, 
juice, cheese, cereal, eggs and fresh fruits 
and vegetables, and referrals to other health 
care agencies. For more information and to 
check financial/residential eligibility, visit or 
call the WIC Overseas office nearest you.
Kadena Air Base: (Bldg. 428) at 632-9427 or 
632-6223; off base, call: 098-938-1111, then 
632-9427/6223.
Camp Foster: (Bldg. 5717) at 645-9419; off 
base, call: 098-970-9419.
Camp Courtney: (Bldg. 4408) at 622-9424; off 
base, call: 098-954-9424.
Camp Kinser: (Bldg. 107, Room 121) at 637-
4899; off base, call: 098-970-5555.

UPCOMING EVENTS 
Magic the Gathering
A Magic the Gathering event will be held Jan 
7 from noon to 8 p.m. at the USO Kadena. 
This event is family-friendly, but anyone 
under 17 years old must be supervised by 
their parent/guardian. To sign up, please 
visit our SignUpGenius link: https://www.
signupgenius.com/go/60b0c44aaaf2aa4fa7-
kadena4#/  For more information, email 
tempel.alex@gmail.com (Alex Tempel), adam.
marthaler@gmail.com (Adam Marthaler) or 
kalima28@hotmail.com (Justin Sprinkel).

VOLUNTEER
Kadena Tax Center Volunteer Needed
Kadena Tax Center needs Volunteers for 
Tax Year 2022.  Experience is not required 
and training is available. IRS in person 
training from January 30 to February 3, 
2023. If you are interested, sign up at 
the link: https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/508094EABAD2BA4F58-2022 For more 
information, contact Evelyn Mickles at 634-
5013.
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